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APPENDIX 3 BASELINE INFORMATION
Introduction
A3.1

Hart District is a rural district covering around 21,500 hectares located in
north-east Hampshire, bordering the counties of Surrey and Berkshire.
Neighbouring authorities are: Basingstoke and Deane, East Hampshire,
Waverley, Rushmoor, Surrey Heath, Bracknell Forest, Wokingham, and West
Berkshire. A map of the District, key features and neighbouring authorities
can be seen over the page in Figure A3.1.

Settlements
A3.2

Hart has a complex geography having several distinct towns, and a number of
small rural villages (see Figure A3.1 over the page). Some of the settlements
have strong links with areas outside of the District, for example Fleet, Yateley
and Blackwater can be seen as part of the wider Blackwater Valley area which
stretches into Berkshire and Surrey, and areas in the west of the District
such as Hook may make use of services in nearby Basingstoke.

A3.3

The Settlement Hierarchy LDF Background Paper1 groups Hart’s various
settlements into a hierarchy based on an understanding of their current size
(population) and level of service provision in the following way:
Tier 1: Main Urban Areas
Tier 2: Primary Local Service Centres

Tier 3: Secondary Local Service
Centres
Tier 4: Main Villages

Tier 5: Smaller Villages

Fleet (including Church Crookham and
Elvetham Heath
Blackwater (including Hawley, Frogmore and
Darby Green)
Yateley
Hook
Hartley Wintney
Odiham and North Warnborough
RAF Odiham
Crondall
Crookham Village
Dogmersfield
Ewshot
Eversley Centre
Eversley Cross and Up Green
Long Sutton
Rotherwick
South Warnborough
All remaining villages

1

Hart District Council (2010) Local Development Framework Background Paper: A Settlement
Hierarchy for Hart District

Appendix 3 Baseline Information

1

Hart District Local Plan Core Strategy SA (incorporating SEA): Scoping Report, April 2014
Figure A3.1 Map of Hart District and Surrounding Area
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Population and Housing
Population
A3.4

Hart had a population of 91,033 according to 2011 Census data from the
Office of National Statistics. It is projected that the population will be
approximately 100,166 in 2021. There is an estimated 36,909 dwellings in the
district (Hampshire County Council, 2012) and this is expected to rise to
39,001 by 2019.

A3.5

Most ages are expected to see a rise in population numbers, whilst the young
adult age groups are forecast to decline. As the population of the over 70s is
set to increase, Hart will have an increasingly ageing population in the coming
years. The current age profile of the District is shown in Figure A3.2 below.
Figure A3.2 Age Profile of Hart District (2011 Census)

A3.6

The largest concentration of the population is in Fleet, which had a
population of 37,760 in 2011 (Office of National Statistics). The other larger
settlements are not on the same scale as Fleet, with populations of 14,829 in
Yateley, 10,115 in Blackwater, 8,334 in Hook, 4,999 in Hartley Wintney, and
4,610 in Odiham (including North Warnborough).

A3.7

The population density in Hart in 2011 was 4.2 persons per hectare, and
30.4% of the population lived in rural areas. These figures remain unchanged
from the previous year (Office of National Statistics & Hampshire County
Council).

A3.8

The current household size in the District is 2.5 persons per household
according to the 2011 Census which is higher than the 2.4 Hampshire figure.
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The 2008 Housing Survey2 indicates that there is under occupation in Hart of
50.6%, and over-occupation of 1.9%.
A3.9

In terms of household composition, 2011 census data reveals that the largest
percentages of households are those who are married or in a civil
partnership with dependent children (23.2% of households) followed by those
who are married or in a civil partnership with no children (15.8%). 10.5% of
households contain just one person who is over the age of 65. There are no
households of full-time students and only 4.1% are lone parent households
with dependent children.

Housing Numbers - Need & Demand
A3.10 The Council is undertaking a new Strategic Housing Market Assessment
(SHMA) jointly with Rushmoor and Surrey Heath, to establish the objectively
assessed need for housing across the housing market area.
A3.11 The preliminary SHMA findings indicate the total housing need to be in the
range of 925-1,390 dwellings per annum between 2011 and 2031 across the
housing market area. Of the total housing market area need, initial views
suggest that when adjusted into a district level figure, Hart’s own housing
need falls in the range 340-430 dwellings per annum between 2011 and 2031.
This range is derived from demographic analysis, taking account of economic
growth through job forecasts and affordable housing need. The employment
projections and affordable housing need suggest that the objectively assessed
housing need will be at the higher end of the range of 340-430 dwellings per
annum.
A3.12 In establishing an appropriate housing requirement, historic trends can be
useful. As part of the SHMA analysis, household growth has been reviewed.
This has established that household growth has slowed down over the past
decade (2001-2011) from that of the previous two decades. Household
compositions within the past decade have also seen two important changes.
Family households have increased by more than any other household group,
whilst there has also been a significant percentage increase in non-traditional
households (those relating to individual and households who share housing
accommodation).
A3.13 At the present time the study is unfinished and there is the potential for the
figures shown above to be adjusted prior to the publication of the final report
(anticipated in late April 2014). The final report, like the preliminary findings,
will provide a range for the entire housing market area and separate ranges
for each of the three local authority areas.
A3.14 Under the duty to cooperate the three local authorities should strive to
meet the total housing need that has been identified for the housing market
area. This means that where shortfalls exist in one district or borough (or
2

David Couttie Associates (2008) Housing Needs Survey
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sufficient sites cannot be identified), compensations should be made to
deliver the shortfall within the other districts or boroughs within the housing
market area (or failing that, beyond the housing market area).
A3.15 For reference, table A3.1 shows the past housing completion rates in Hart.
The average completion rate over the ten years prior to the plan period
starting was 325 dwellings per annum, which would equate to 5,850 dwellings
if applied to the plan period of 2011-2029.
Table A3.1 Housing Completions in Hart (2001/02 - 2012/13)
Monitoring Year Net additional Dwellings Completed
2001/02
341
2002/03
443
2003/04
567
2004/05
642
2005/06
527
2006/07
396
2007/08
229
2008/09
52
2009/10
-173
2010/11
70
2011/12
326
2012/13
198
Housing Tenure and Mix
(This section will be updated when the new joint SHMA for Hart, Rushmoor and Surrey Heath is
published in late April 2014)

A3.16 The nature of existing housing in the District tends to be largely detached
properties (44.8%) followed by semi-detached properties (25.4%) according
to 2011 Census data. Only 0.1% of properties are classed as shared
accommodation.
A3.17 Table A3.2 shows the amount of affordable housing delivered since 2005/06.
This shows that no new affordable housing was delivered in years 2008/09
and 2009/10.
Table A3.2 Net Additional Affordable Housing Completions 2005/062012/13 (Hart District Council, 2013)
Year
2005 2006 2007 2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
/06
/07
/08
/09
/10
/11
/12
/13
No. of
103
87
17
0
0
31
208
22
Dwellings
A3.18 According to the P1(e) returns (Local Authority activity under homelessness
provisions of the 1996 Housing Act) produced by local authorities on a

3

The negative figure for 2009-10 is due to various developments having started which involved
demolitions, but the new units replacing them having not been completed in that year.
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quarterly basis Hart had 2 households considered to be homeless in the last
quarter of 2010.
A3.19 According to the housing register (a waiting list for people in need of
affordable housing) there were 1,921 households on the housing register at
5th February 2014. In terms of new applications for joining the housing
register, these have increased and then decreased slightly over the previous
three years.
A3.20 The average house price in the District is £389,000 compared to a regional
average of 318,100 (Hometrack, 2013). The average price of a one bedroom
flat in Hart is £145,800. Assuming a 3.5% income multiplier, 40% of first-time
buyer households, and 34% of owner occupiers are priced out of the market
for flats.
A3.21 The SHMA4 predicts the future housing needs/demands of the District in
terms of tenure. The mix of affordable housing versus market housing is
recommended as being 40% affordable, 60% market, subject to an assessment
of viability. Of the 40% affordable housing, the SHMA recommends that 65%
of this should be social rented housing, and 35% intermediate. The SHMA
pre-dates the creation of affordable rent – a new type of affordable housing
created under the Coalition Government.
A3.22 The Affordable Housing Viability Study (AHVS)5 estimates what percentage of
affordable housing might be viable for the District based on current
developer contribution requirements. The study indicates that viability varies
across the District, based on market value areas as shown in the map in
Figure A3.3 over the page.
A3.23 The AHVS indicates that in Hart Prime (marked A on Fig A3.3), a
requirement for 40-45% affordable housing may generally be viable, in the
Rural North (B) this figure is 35-40%, and in Fleet North and Central & Hook
(C), Blackwater and Yateley (D), and Fleet South (E) the figure is 30%. The
AHVS then concludes that there are two policy options for the District,
either to have a requirement for 40% of housing to be affordable across the
District, or to have a split requirement whereby different areas would be
required to provide different amounts of affordable housing.

4
5

DCA (2009) North West Surrey and North East Hampshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment
Three Dragons (2011) Affordable Housing Viability Study
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Figure A3.3 Map of Market Value Areas (Taken from AHVS)

A3.24 Appropriate thresholds for applying the affordable housing policy are also
considered in the AHVS. Given the facts that 32% of recent planning
permissions were for developments of less than 15 dwellings, and that
viability is not considered to be more difficult on smaller sites than on larger
ones, the study suggests using a threshold of zero or 5.
A3.25 In terms of sizes of dwellings (number of bedrooms), the SHMA Update6
recommends the different mixes required for market housing, intermediate
affordable housing, and social rented affordable housing to be delivered
across the District. The mixes are presented in Table A3.3.

6

DCA (2012) Hart Strategic Housing Market Update
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Table A3.3 Size Requirements by Tenure (Taken from the SHMA Update,
2012)
Tenure
Bedroom Size
1-bed
2-bed
3-bed
4-bed+
Market Sector
50%
50%
Intermediate
30%
20%
50%
0%
Social Rented
65%
35%
A3.26 The SHMA (2009) also considers the housing requirements for specific
household groups as follows:
Households with support needs;
Older people;
Minority Ethnic Households;
Gypsy and Traveller Households;
Students;
Military Service Personnel; and
Key Worker households.
A3.27 The report indicates that 11.9% of Hart’s households include one or more
person with a disability (likely to equate to 4,061 households). It also suggests
that 14.8% of households (equivalent to 323 households) are not receiving
sufficient care or support in order to meet their needs. Adaptations to
homes may be needed so that those with support needs do not have to
move house.
A3.28 The SHMA highlights that the increasingly ageing population will have
implications for: support services, extra care housing, the long term suitability
of accommodation, equity release schemes, adaptations, and other agerelated care requirements. A need for additional extra care units is identified.
Needs are likely to increase further as older relatives of people living in the
District move into the District from other areas.
A3.29 The SHMA also indicates the size of accommodation occupied by older
people. The largest proportion of older households live in 3 and 4+ bed
properties (71.2%). Most of these households are owner-occupied (80%).
A3.30 In terms of ethnicity, 94.5% of Hart’s resident population are considered to
be within the White British ethnic group according to the SHMA. Despite the
relatively small Black Minority Ethnic community, there has been a significant
increase in people from Nepal and Eastern Europe moving to the District and
surrounding areas since 2001 (ibid). However, the incomes and future
housing requirements of the minority ethnic population are thought to be
similar to the needs of the whole population, therefore it is not considered
necessary to consider this group separately.
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A3.31 A Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA)7 (URS, 2012)
was carried out for Hart with the GTAA Final Report being published in May
2013.
A3.32 Hart District currently has two of Hampshire County Council’s four
authorised permanent gypsy and traveller sites, one at Star Hill, and the other
at Penny Hill, both of which have 20 pitches each. The two other sites are
located in Winchester District (18 pitches) and New Forest District (20
pitches). This means that just over half of local authority pitches in the
County are in Hart, which as a district has just 5% of Hampshire’s total
population.
A3.33 In addition to the county owned sites, there are 2 authorised private sites in
Hart. These are Four Oaks, Crondall (3 permanent pitches, plus 3 transit
pitches which were not complete at the time of the study) and Mill Lane,
Yateley (1 permanent pitch).
A3.34 The GTAA recommends that 24 new permanent pitches are provided in
Hart over the period 2012-2017.
A3.35 The study also revealed that there are currently no authorised transit sites in
the area. A lack of authorised transit sites leads to unauthorised camping,
increases the cost of enforcement, and restricts the ability of the Police and
other authorities to move families on from unauthorised sites. Whilst there
were three temporary pitches being developed at the privately owned Four
Oaks site in Crondall, the facility had no WC or water facilities in place. It
was therefore assumed that it was for private family use and as such could
not be counted towards the supply of sites.
A3.36 The GTAA recommends that there is a need for no more than two transit
pitches in the period 2012-2017, although the assessment noted that these
could be provided as part of a wider strategy involving other authorities. It
was considered that the new provision would be likely to be private, enabled
by supportive planning policies.
A3.37 With regards to sites for Travelling Showpeople, Hart currently has two
travelling showpeople sites, one in Hook which is divided into three yards
and one at Dogmersfield which has one yard. The report raised concerns
regarding the likely demands on these yards as the needs of their occupiers
evolved in the future. This was due to the high proportion of young people
and elderly people living on the yards.
A3.38 The GTAA recommends that there is a need for one additional yard in the
period 2012-2017. It was however noted that this was due to the
inadequacies of one yard, meaning that the new provision could be potentially
overcome by allowing an extension of the yard (subject to acceptability in
planning terms). The GTAA also raised concerns however regarding existing
7

URS (2012) Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment
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sites and the likely shifting needs of their occupiers which is likely to require
bricks and mortar housing on the yards.
A3.39 There are no universities in Hart, nor any further education colleges. The
need for student accommodation is therefore low.
A3.40 Hart has significant areas of land owned by the Ministry of Defence and
associated with this is a population of military service personnel and their
families whose housing needs will need to be met.
The Economy
A3.41 Unemployment is low in Hart with just 0.8% claiming Jobseekers Allowance
compared to the national average of 3%.
Table A3.4 Employment Sectors in Hart (Hampshire County Council, 2012)
2012
2011
Absolute
%
Sector
Employee Employee
Change Change
estimate estimate
Agriculture, Mining & Utilities
300
400
-100
-25.0
Manufacturing
1,500
1,700
-200
-11.8
Construction
1,700
1,700
0
0.0
Motor trades
800
700
100
14.3
Wholesale
1,400
1,300
100
7.7
Retail
2,400
2,400
0
0.0
Transport & storage
600
500
100
20.0
Accommodation & food services
4,700
3,500
1,200
34.3
Information & communication
4,800
5,700
-900
-15.8
Financial & insurance
700
500
200
40.0
Property
700
600
100
16.7
Professional, scientific & technical
3,800
2,900
900
31.0
Business administration & support
services
Public administration & defence
Education
Health
Arts, entertainment, recreation &
other services
Total Employee Estimate

2,200

2,200

0

0.0

600
3,400
2,400

600
3,400
2,900

0
0
-500

0.0
0.0
-17.2

1,600

2,000

-400

-20.0

33,500

33,200

300

0.9

A3.42 Table A3.4 shows employee number estimates in various employment
sectors for 2011 and 2012. Most sectors are estimated to grow or stay the
same in those years. However, agriculture, mining and utilities, manufacturing,
information and communication, health, arts, entertainment, recreation and
other services are expected to decline.
A3.43 The residents in Hart enjoy a high gross weekly pay (£671) for full time
workers (Hampshire County Council, 2013) which is higher than the average
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gross weekly pay across Hampshire (£553.60) and the South East (£554.40).
The residence-based wage figure is higher than workplace-based wages,
reflecting that some people commute out of the District to find higher paid
work, particularly to London where salaries are generally higher than the
surrounding districts. The Hart District Profile (SQW, 2010) highlights that
net out-commuting is high by people with the highest salaries, working in
managerial, professional and associate professional jobs.
A3.44 Hampshire County Council also monitors how much new employment
floorspace is likely to come forward through planning permission. In 2010
there was 254,162m2 (gross) of permitted employment floorspace with
39,166m2 (gross) of this having been completed.
A3.45 The Joint Employment Land Review (ELR) for Surrey Heath, Hart and
Rushmoor (2009)8 indicates that Hart has a surplus of office space (24,100m2)
some of which is rather old, outdated stock. However, in terms of industrial
space a small shortfall in Hart is predicted (5,300m2). It is suggested in the
ELR that some “rebalancing” is needed on existing sites, reducing the supply
of excess, out-dated office space and increasing the supply of industrial units,
particularly small, flexible industrial units for new businesses. It is also
suggested that industrial stock is upgraded.
A3.46 The rural areas of Hart contribute towards the provision of employment
space in the District as well as the urban areas. According to the Hart
District Profile Supplementary evidence base on the rural economy9, the rural
areas account for just over 41% of all Hart’s business units (NeSS – based on
IDBR, ONS, 2001). The ELR highlights that there is strong demand for small
flexible units suitable for small business and rural enterprises in the rural
areas, particularly in the west of the District.
A3.47 The ELR also noted that all aspects of the economy would be affected by the
state of the wider UK economy, and potentially the global economy. At the
time of the report, the UK, and the rest of the world were in a period of
recession. In preparing plan documents, it was therefore important for the
current economic climate to be considered, although it was also noted that
an upturn in the economy should be anticipated at some point in time.
Health and Well-Being
A3.48 Census data (2011) on health indicates that Hart District has only 2.7% of the
population with ‘bad health’ or ‘very bad health’. In comparison to Hampshire
and England their figures are 5.4% and 4% respectively. 88.1% of the district is
regarded as being in good or very good health.

8

Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners (2009) Joint Employment Land Review for Surrey Heath, Hart &
Rushmoor
9
SQW (2011) Hart District Council: District Profile: The rural economy – Supplementary evidence
base
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A3.49 The District has the fifth highest levels of physical activity in the South East of
England (MORI, 2008). The percentage of the population (aged 16 and over)
who take part in 30 minutes of moderate intensity activity a week is shown in
Table A3.5 below. There has been a slight decrease in the percentage of
residents taking part in sport and recreation since 2005, whereas figures for
the South East and England have increased. However, Hart statistics are still
significantly higher than those for the South East and England, suggesting that
Hart’s population is more active than the wider populations.
Table A3.5 Participation in Sport and Active Recreation (16+) 1 x 30
minute moderate intensity activity in a week (Active People Survey)
Hart
South East England
2005/06
42.1%
36.7%
34.2%
2012/13
41.7%
36.9%
35.7%
A3.50 The health of people in Hart is generally better than the England average. Life
expectancy for both men and women is higher than the England average
(Public Heath England10). 32% of adults eat a healthy lifestyle, this is defined as
eating at least five portions of fruit and vegetables a day. The average for
England and Hampshire is 29%. 12% of Year 6 pupils in Hart are classified as
obese (2011/12) whilst 21% of adults are classified as obese (2008). 14.5% of
adults (aged 18+) smoke which is significantly better than the England average
(Public Health England11). The Hart District has the overall highest rate of
alcohol misuse in Hampshire. About 24% of the population in Hampshire
drinks more than the safe recommended levels for alcohol each week12.
Cultural Activity, Leisure, and Recreation
A3.51 There is a wide variety of open space provision across the District, with the
largest amount being classed as park, gardens and amenity greenspace. A
number of the leisure and public open spaces owned by Hart have been
transferred to Parish Council ownership (see table A3.6 below).
Table A3.6 Transfer of Leisure and Open Space facilities to the Parish
Councils (Hart District Council - Leisure and Environmental Promotion)
Church
Fleet Town
Elvetham Heath Crookham
Crookham
Council
Parish Council
Village Parish
Parish Council
Council
Peter Driver
The Harlington
Elvetham Heath
Zebon Copse
playing fields
Centre
Community Centre Community Centre
(aka) Velmead
Community Centre
Haig Lines (aka)
Calthorpe Park
Elvetham Heath
Zebon Copse
Azalea Gardens
tennis courts,
football pitches
football pitches and
open space and
football pitches and
playing area
play areas
parkland
10

Public Health England (2013) Health Profile 2013
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=HP_DATATABLES2013
12
Hampshire Health and Wellbeing Board (2013) Joint Strategic Needs Assessment
11
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General open
spaces and verges

The Views Meadow,
Skate Park and
playground
Oakley Park football
pitches play area
and woodland
Basingbourne
football pitch, play
area and woodland

Elvetham Heath
tennis/netball
courts
General open
spaces and verges

A3.52 Hart District Council runs two Leisure Centres: Hart Leisure Centre in
Fleet, and Frogmore Leisure Centre in Frogmore. There is also provision for
a new Leisure Centre within Hart.
A3.53 In 2006 a PPG17 Assessment13 was carried out for the District. The
assessment set out the quality, quantity and accessibility standards based on
the findings from an audit of provision and consultation with local residents,
town and parish councils and key stakeholders. The key recommendation
from the report was that the Council’s priority in terms of open space should
be to enhance quality, rather than increase the quantity of space provided.
The work has since been updated in 2010 taking account of all of the current
provision within the District. The key recommendation to enhance quality is
continued through the update, however there was an identified need for
allotments, grass pitches, children’s play space, and teenage facilities across
the District.
A3.54 The results of the audit of current swimming pool provision indicate that
there are 9 swimming pools in the District, but only one of those provides
full community access and only one provides a teaching pool – these are
provided at Hart Leisure Centre. Sport England’s Active Places Power
Planning tool identified that Hart has a below average water space per 1000
population. Hart has a ratio of 17.04m2 of water space per 1000 population,
compared to the South East which has 24.09m2, and England which has
19.29m2.
A3.55 The audit of sports halls considers the number of four badminton court halls
as these are sufficient for volleyball, basketball, netball and obviously
badminton at a basic club level. The findings show that there are 7 halls
across the District providing 4 courts or more. These are at Frogmore
Leisure Centre, Hart Leisure Centre, RAF Odiham Gymnasium, Court Moor
School, Robert May’s School, St Nicholas School, and Yateley Health and
Fitness. The only pay and play facilities open to the full community are at the
Hart Leisure Centre, and Frogmore Leisure Centre.
A3.56 Demand modelling of health and fitness facilities indicates that there is a small
surplus of provision, but it is acknowledged that some of the audited health
and fitness clubs are in need of refurbishment.
13

Kit Campbell Associates (2006) PPG17 Assessment
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A3.57 The Sports Facilities Calculator Toolkit has been used to estimate additional
demand for key community sports facilities generated by population growth,
development and regeneration. This estimates that there will be a need for
123m2 additional water space, three additional badminton courts of hall
space, and one extra synthetic pitch.
A3.58 The Companion document14 to the Hart Leisure Strategy 2007-201715
indicates that the District has sufficient sports hall provision, but there is a
need for additional swimming pool space to meet Sport England standards,
which would equate to a 50m pool if the existing 25m pool was replaced. A
need was also identified for 2 artificial sports pitches, 6 teenage/youth play
areas, 2 tennis courts, and a bowling green, as well as additional allotments.
A3.59 Although a need has not been identified for an athletics track, there is
thought to be demand for one. The companion document also found that
there is sufficient provision of children’s play areas, but more would be
needed to support new development in line with the Council’s current
requirements.
Poverty and Crime
A3.60 The population of Hart is considered to be quite wealthy. The English Indices
of Multiple Deprivation measures relative levels of deprivation in small areas
of England called Lower layer Super Output Areas. According to the 2010
English Indices of Deprivation (CLG), Hart is the authority with the highest
proportion of Lower layer Super Output Areas in the least deprived decile of
the Index of Multiple Deprivation, a trend which has continued for several
years. 77% of the Lower Level Super Output Areas in Hart fell in the 10%
least deprived areas in England. The Hart Profile (SQW, 2010) also concludes
that there are no areas of acute deprivation, though affluence does vary
slightly across the District.
A3.61 Between 1st January and December 2013, Hart had the lowest number of
crimes per 1000 population (30.460) in Hampshire and was the second
lowest in its most similar family group (iQuanta).
Character, Vitality and Viability
Character
A3.62 The Urban Characterisation and Density Study16 covers the main urban areas
of Fleet (including Elvetham Heath) and Church Crookham, Odiham, Hook,
Hartley Wintney, Blackwater, and Yateley. The study draws out key
characteristics of these settlements and provides design guidance for
development within these areas. Conservation Areas were excluded from the
14

Strategic Leisure Ltd (2007) Leisure Strategy Companion Document
Hart District Council (2007) Hart Leisure Strategy 2007-2017
16
The Conservation Studio (2010) Urban Characterisation and Density Study
15
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Study, as these are covered separately by individual Conservation Area
Appraisals.
Vitality and Viability – Retail & other facilities
A3.63 An audit17 undertaken by Hart District Council of the uses and vacancies that
exist in the six main town and village centres (Blackwater, Fleet, Hartley
Wintney, Hook, Odiham, and Yateley) looks at vitality and viability of these
centres. It reveals that all of the centres have vacant ground floor units, but
Hook, Hartley Wintney and Blackwater only have a small percentage of their
units vacant. Fleet had the highest percentage of vacant units (20%). The
vitality and viability of Hart’s settlements is threatened by the presence of
larger centres outside the District.
A3.64 Hart’s Retail Study Update18 (Roger Tym & Partners, 2012) contains
information about the need for retail provision. In terms of comparison
goods floorspace, the study indicates that there is no pressing need requiring
a policy response, though there is scope to increase the market share of the
Hart centre by strengthening the retail offer of Fleet.
A3.65 The Retail Study Update highlights that ‘The Vision for Fleet’ (‘A Vision for
Fleet Town Centre 2011-2028’, Consultation Draft, Hart District Council,
July 2011) has identified the Church Road/High Street area for
redevelopment, and also notes that there may be scope for redevelopment of
the area of vacant units on Fleet Road.
A3.66 In terms of convenience goods floorspace, the Retail Study Update indicates
that some of the larger food stores in Hart are overtrading quite
considerably which suggests there is an imbalance between supply and
demand that represents a quantitative and qualitative need for new provision.
Planning for this would therefore seem reasonable. The study indicates that
there are two locations where a new food store could be located, firstly
Fleet town centre, and secondly Hook village centre.
A3.67 According to the Retail Study Update, Hart has an overall requirement for
approximately 4,400 sq m (net) of additional convenience floorspace by 2026,
to be provided for largely in Fleet or Hook, but with additional floorspace
also provided in smaller town and neighbourhood centres subject to the
availability of sequentially favourable sites.
A3.68 There are varying levels of retail provision, and other facilities such as public
houses in the rural settlements (outside of Hart’s six main settlements). For
these facilities to remain they will need continued use by the respective local
communities.

17

Hart District Council (2010) Audit of the existing uses within the town and village centres of Hart
District
18
Roger Tym & Partners (2012) Hart District Council Retail Study Update
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Historic Environment
A3.69 Hart District has a number of architectural heritage designations as shown on
Figure A3.4 over the page. This adds up to a total of 8 Historic Parks and
Gardens, 10 Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 32 Conservation Areas, 903
Listed Buildings, 329 locally-listed buildings, and 16 locally-listed parks and
gardens.
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Figure A3.4 Hart’s Cultural Heritage Designations (Hart District Council
GIS, 2012, not to scale)
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A3.70 As can be seen from Figure A3.4, some of Hart’s main settlements have more
historical constraints than others. Hartley Wintney, Odiham and North
Warnborough, and some of Hart’s smaller settlements have a significant
amount of historic features, with large areas designated as Conservation
Areas, and many listed buildings situated in these settlements. In contrast,
Hook has relatively few historical constraints, as these are limited to a
selection of listed buildings. Fleet also has few historical constraints: these are
limited to some Conservation Areas and a few listed buildings.
Biodiversity
A3.71 Hart also has many sites designated for their importance for nature
conservation. These can be seen on Figure A3.5. A key designation is the
Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) which covers 2,099ha of
the north and north east of the District.
A3.72 The SPA comprises an area of lowland heath and woodland, and is a habitat
protected under UK and European law supporting a characteristic landscape
and distinctive flora and fauna under threat and in decline. It is referred to as
a ‘European Site’ in the Habitats Regulations, and is designated an SPA under
the Wild Birds Directive, due to its importance for ground nesting birds.
A3.73 The SPA represents a significant constraint to development in much of the
District, as within 400m from the SPA (known as the inner exclusion zone –
marked on Figure A3.5) no net additional dwellings are permitted. Within
5km of the SPA (the SPA zone of influence as marked on Figure A3.5 the
effects on the SPA of increased recreational disturbance arising from new
development must be considered. Mitigation in the form of Suitable
Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) and a contribution towards
Strategic Access Management and Monitoring (SAMM) measures is necessary
in accordance with the saved South East Plan Policy NRM619, the Thames
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area Delivery Framework20, as applied in
Hart through and the Hart Interim Avoidance Strategy21.
A3.74 The Council’s Interim Avoidance Strategy for the Thames Basin Heaths
Special Protection Area currently includes two SANGs (Suitable Alternative
Natural Greenspaces ); one at Hitches Lane Country Park (Fleet) and one at
Hawley Meadows/Blackwater Park.

19

Available at
http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning
_policy/Policy-NRM6.pdf
20
Available at
http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning
_policy/TBHSPA_Delivery_Framework%20-%20February_2009.pdf
21
Available at http://www.hart.gov.uk/Current-planning-policy-guidance
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Suitable
Alternative Natural
Greenspace (SANG)
Hitches Lane, Fleet
Hawley Meadows and
Blackwater Park

Original
Capacity

2240
persons
1139
persons

Capacity
Remaining
used as at Capacity at
31st
31st
December December
2013
2013
902.38
1337.62
persons
persons
89.52 persons
1049.48
persons

Remaining
capacity at
31/12/13 in
dwellings
(approx)
557
437

A3.75 Since the strategy was adopted, additional SANGs have brought forward at
Church Crookham (QEB), and at Dilly Lane, Hartley Wintney (the latter is
now however, full). There are also two SANGs in Parish Council control:
Bassett’s Mead at Hook; and Swan Lakes, Yateley (the latter is also now full).
These other SANGs have not yet been written into the avoidance strategy,
but where they have spare capacity they offer a legitimate alternative SANG
option for developers. This is particularly relevant with regard to the
significant spare capacity that is available at the QEB SANG.
A3.76 In addition, most developers that are seeking to deliver major development
opportunities (Hook (both west and North East), Watery Lane, and
Moulsham Lane for example) are all proposing on site self-contained SANGs.
The details and of these will all individually need to be agreed in consultation
with Natural England.
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Figure A3.5 Hart’s Designated Ecological Sites (Hart District Council GIS,
2012, not to scale)
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A3.77 Natural England carried out a visitor survey of the Thames Basin Heath
Special Protection Area across Hart, Surrey Heath, Guildford, Bracknell,
Rushmoor, and Woking local authority areas22. 80% of all interviewed groups
were accompanied by a dog. 83% of all visitors made their visit at least once a
week and 38% visited daily. In 2005, 88% of visitor postcodes fell within the
5km buffer of the Thames Basin Heath Special Protection Area. In 2012, this
had increased slightly to 93%. The Hart District had 15% of ‘local visitor’
groups which was the second highest amount across the local authority areas.
39% of all responses stated that the main reason for visiting the site was that
it close to home.
A3.78 The SPA represents a key constraint to development in some of Hart’s main
settlements, particularly Yateley and Blackwater. However, small parts of the
District, in the south west, including the settlements of Odiham and North
Warnborough, are not affected by the constraints of the SPA.
A3.79 Other designated sites in the District include 16 Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs), a National Nature Reserve, 252 Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINCs), and 3 Local Nature Reserves. These are
spread across the District, and affect all of Hart’s main settlements.
A3.80 The SSSIs in the District occupy approximately 2,696ha. The Hampshire
Biodiversity Information Centre23 monitors the condition of these sites. The
area of SSSIs considered to be in a “favourable” condition increased by
0.06ha in 2012/13 compared to 2011/12. The “unfavourable recovering”
increased by 0.27ha, whilst the “unfavourable no change” did not change. The
area of SSSIs identified as “unfavourable declining” decreased slightly by
0.06ha in 2012/13 to 2011/12. No further areas have been classified as
“destroyed”.
A3.81 Hart’s only National Nature Reserve is Castle Bottom, covering an area of
31ha. SINCS are designated by Hampshire County Council, and occupy an
area of 2,088.26 ha. Hart’s three Local Nature Reserves are Fleet Pond,
Elvetham Heath, and a new site at Zebon Copse which cover areas of
48.30ha, 19.66ha, and 7.82ha respectively.
A3.82 The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) collects information
on the changes to the Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats. During 2012/13
there was no change in the area of the priority habitats compared to
2011/12.
A3.83 There are four Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) within Hart. These
are areas where there is most potential for improving biodiversity and
subsequently serve as a focus for where conservation effort and resources
can have most benefit.
22

Natural England (2014) Results of the 2012/13 visitor survey on the Thames Basin Heaths Special
Protection Areas
23
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (2013) Monitoring Change in Designated Sites, Priority
Habitats and Priority Species
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A3.84 BOAs in Hart are found at the following locations:
Rivers Loddon/Lyde/Whitewater Catchment and Headwaters;
Blackwater Valley;
Thames Basin Heaths;
Herriard Wooded Downland Plateau.
Landscape
A3.85 Hart is characterised by its wide variety of largely rural landscapes. The Hart
Landscape Assessment24 (Scott Wilson Resource Consultants, 1997)
identifies 15 distinct character areas which embrace heathland, historic
parkland, forestry and woodlands, enclosed pastoral farmland, open
downland and river valleys. Hart’s countryside is a functional and precious
resource contributing to the economy through its agricultural, military,
mineral extraction and forestry uses. It is also a valuable amenity, providing
for a variety of recreational activities and playing an important role in the
local quality of life.
A3.86 Hampshire County Council has prepared an Integrated Character
Assessment25 (2012) which indicates that three landscape character areas
cover the District:
North East Hampshire Plantations and Heath (covering the north and
east of the District)
Loddon Valley and Forest of Eversley West (covering the middle
section of the District); and
North East Hampshire Open Downs (covering the south of the
District).
A3.87 The Hampshire Integrated Character Assessment describes the key
characteristics of the character areas. The North East Hampshire Plantations
and Heath character area has a gently undulating landscape of plateau areas
dissected by river valleys. It has predominantly well-drained sandy soils over
clays and sands giving rise to acidic conditions and some areas of local
waterlogging. There is a distinctive “heathy” character throughout reflected
in acidic-loving vegetation and giving rise to a colourful landscape through the
seasons. The area includes internationally-important habitats such as dry and
wet heaths, bogs, scrub and woodland.
A3.88 Land uses in the North East Hampshire Plantations and Heath character area
consist of a mosaic of woodland, blocks of remnant open heathland and
medium-scaled pasture fields. There are strong connections to military
training from the 18th century, and aviation. There is a concentration of large
parkland landscapes and extensive areas of mineral extraction in the
character area. The character area includes large urban areas such as Fleet
and numerous transport corridors as well as a high density of dispersed
24
25

Scott Wilson Resource Consultants (1997) Hart District Landscape Assessment
Hampshire County Council (2012) Integrated Character Assessment
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settlements and smallholdings. There is an enclosed, often intimate character
with limited outward views and a sense of remoteness and seclusion despite
proximity to populated areas.
A3.89 The Loddon Valley and Western Forest of Eversley character area tends to
be low-lying with a gently undulating landscape, divided on a north-south axis
by the shallow, broad valley of the River Loddon. The soil tends to have poor
drainage and is dissected by a network of often wooded streams and minor
tributaries. It contains a mosaic of habitats supporting a rich and varied
biodiversity. There are distant views of continuous plantation woodland on
elevated sand and gravel plateaux in adjoining character areas to the east and
west.
A3.90 The Loddon Valley and Western Forest of Eversley character area has many
thick hedges often with banks and ditches and many ancient trees. There is a
high density of public rights of way. The area has a secluded feel, and a sense
the landscape has had a long history of small settlements and farms by the
presence of timber-framed and old brick small farm buildings. Early
deforestation of medieval deer parks in the 14th Century resulted in an
assorted landscape in which woodland has become increasingly fragmented.
Fields have been reorganised but generally retain their irregular pattern.
High voltage power lines stride through the landscape.
A3.91 The North East Hampshire Downs character area has a rolling chalk
landform with broad sweeping hills and ridges and dry valleys. The northern
areas slope northwards towards the lower lying heaths while southern areas
form a gently undulating plateau. There are extensive tracts of intensive
arable cultivation defined by well-trimmed hedgerows. Patches of improved
and semi-improved grassland and wetlands add biodiversity value.
A3.92 The North East Hampshire Downs character area has scattered blocks of
woodland habitats and a stronger hedgerow structure in southern parts of
the area. Springs occur along the northern fringe of the landscape where the
chalk meets the clay. The landscape is remote and quite lightly populated with
dispersed nucleated villages and occasional farmsteads. There is a sense of
openness, space and expansiveness.
A3.93 Although there are studies on the character of the landscape in Hart, there
are no sites in the District designated for their landscape importance, e.g.
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, or Green Belt.
Water Quality
A3.94 The Environment Agency collects data on the quality of water bodies in Hart
District in order to assess how the District is faring against the requirements
of the Water Framework Directive. Table A3.7 and A3.8 below show the
quality of water bodies within, or majority within, or along the boundary of
Hart District.
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Table A3.7 Surface Water Quality Data for Water Bodies in Hart District
(Environment Agency, 2013)
Water
EcoStatus Invertebrates
Fish
Ammonia pH
Heavily
Body
modified?
River Hart
Poor
Good
Moderate
High
High
No
(Crondall
to
Elvetham)
River Hart
Moderate
Good
Moderate
High
High
No
(Elvetham
to Hartley
Wintney)
Fleet Brook Moderate
Moderate
Poor
Good
High
Yes
Fleet Pond
Poor
No data
No data
No data
No
Yes
data
River
Poor
High
Poor
High
High
No
Whitewater
River
Poor
Good
Poor
Moderate High
No
Blackwater
(Hawley to
Whitewater
confluence
at
Bramshill)
Basingstoke
Moderate
No data
No data
High
High
Yes
Canal
Table A3.8 Quality of Ground Water Bodies in Hart District (Environment
Agency, 2009)
Name
Quantitative
Chemical status Current
assessment
overall
status
Basingstoke Chalk
Poor
Fail
Poor
Farnborough Bagshot Beds Good
Good
Good
Old Basing Tertiaries
Poor
Good
Poor
A3.95 As demonstrated by the tables above, Hart’s water bodies vary in status.
Two out of three of the District’s groundwater bodies are at poor status.
The Water Framework Directive requires all waterbodies to reach good
status by 2015. Only the groundwater body Farnborough Bagshot Beds is
currently at this status.
Soil Quality
A3.96 Soil quality can be measured by agricultural land grades. A map of the soil
quality across the District can be seen over the page in Figure A3.6. Grade 1
is the best, and grades 1-3a are considered the most valuable for agriculture,
and are described as “best and most versatile land”.
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A3.97 As can be seen from Figure A3.6, Hart has no grade 1 agricultural land, a
small amount of grade 2, but a large area of grade 3.
Figure A3.6 Agricultural Land Grades for Hart (Hart District Council GIS,
2010, not to scale)
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Air Quality and Climate Change
A3.98 The Local Air Quality Monitoring process places an obligation on all Local
Authorities to regularly review and assess air quality in their areas. The
Council monitors NO2 and PM10 but has not designated any Air Quality
Management Areas as levels are not thought to be high enough to warrant
this. Air quality can impact on human health and sites designated for
ecological conservation.
A3.99 Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) publishes data estimating
the amounts of carbon dioxide emissions by District. These are shown for
Hart, Hampshire, and the South East region in Table A3.9.
Table A3.9 Extract from Local & Regional Carbon Dioxide Emissions
Estimates for 2005-2011 (Tonnes per Capita) (DECC, 2011)
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Hart
6.3
6.2
6.0
6.0
5.5
5.6
5.1
Hampshire 7.1
7.0
6.8
6.6
6.0
6.2
5.7
South East 6.8
6.8
6.6
6.4
5.8
6.0
5.5
Flooding
A3.100 Some areas in the District are subject to flooding from fluvial sources. These
areas are shown on Figure A3.7 which shows the Environment Agency’s most
recent flood map for the District. The map covers fluvial flooding (i.e. from
rivers) only. Although there are several areas located within flood zones 2
and 3 as indicated on Figure A3.7, these only cover a small area of the
District, and there is a large amount of the District outside of flood zones 2
and 3. However, parts of all the main settlements are affected by flooding.
The settlements of Yateley and Blackwater are particularly constrained from
further development by areas at risk from flooding.
A3.101 Further information on flooding in the District is available in the Council’s
joint Strategic Flood Risk Assessment26 (SFRA), including maps predicting the
potential likelihood of surface water flooding and groundwater flooding.
However, the fluvial flood maps have been amended since the publication of
that document, so the map in Figure A3.7 of this document is more up-todate than the maps on fluvial flooding included in the SFRA.

26

Capita Symonds (2008) Blackwater Valley Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Surrey Heath
Borough Council and Hart District Council
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Figure A3.7 Flood Map for Hart District Council (Hart District Council GIS,
2013, not to scale)
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Energy and Resource Use and Renewable Energy Generation
A3.102 The North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development
Study27 (AECOM, 2010) compares the average residential electricity and gas
demand in Hart with the South East and UK average, this is shown in Table
A3.10 below.
Table A3.10 Energy Consumption per Consumer (BERR, 2006)
Average electricity sale
Average gas sale per consumer
per consumer
(Residential kWh)
(Residential kWh)
Hart
5,146
21,204
South East
4,780
18,322
Britain
4,457
18,241
A3.103 Table A3.10 above shows that Hart has an above average demand for
electricity and gas compared to the rest of the South East and the rest of the
country.
A3.104 Hart has the highest current energy demands in North Hampshire according
to the North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development
Study (AECOM, 2010), and a fairly low density housing mix along with fairly
high use of high-carbon fuels. The study predicts that through both national
and local drivers, the heat demand of existing buildings will decrease
significantly in future, due to a range of relatively simple and cost-effective
measures that can be applied to building structures. However, electricity
demand is expected to remain fairly static, or may increase due to additional
demand from new technologies and appliances.
A3.105 In terms of water resources, the south east of England is considered to be
under serious water stress as shown by Figure A3.8 below.
Household Waste and Landfill
A3.106 Policy 20 (Local land-won aggregates) of the Minerals and Waste Plan
proposes an extension of the Bramshill Quarry site located at Yateley Heath
Wood, south of Blackbushe Airport. This site would see the continuation of
the existing sharp sand and gravel extraction at Bramshill Quarry.
Considerations would need to be given on the impact to the Thames Basin
Heaths SPA and Site of Specific Scientific Interest to ensure no net loss of
foraging and breeding areas used by bird species. An extension would also
need to consider the amenity of nearby homes, protection of the water
quality and rights of way users.

27

AECOM (2010) North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development Study
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A3.107 Hart ranks within the top quartile nationally for recycling household waste28.
38.1% of household waste was sent for reuse, recycling or composting
(DCLG, 2012).

28

Hampshire County Council (2008) Quality of Life Report
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Figure A3.8 Levels of Water Stress (Environment Agency, 2007)

A3.108 The North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development
Study indicates that in terms of large-scale renewable energy facilities Hart
has just one, a landfill gas installation at Bramshill. Otherwise, the renewable
energy installations are limited to small-scale building-integrated microrenewables.
A3.109 The North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development
Study assess the scale of potential from different renewable energy sources in
the District. This is summarised in Table A3.11 below.
A3.110 The table above shows that there is significant scope for renewable energy
provision across the District including a variety of technologies. The more
rural areas of Hart are able to support the development of wind energy, and
could provide a range of potential from using waste streams such as biomass
to growing dedicated bio-crops. The urban centres of the District have
potential for the installation of district heating systems, fed by combined heat
and power, along with building-integrated micro-generation.
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Table A3.11 Potential Sources of Renewable and Low Carbon Energy in
Hart (AECOM, 2010)
Technology
Potential Resource
Large scale wind
Significant resource identified
Medium scale wind
Significant resource identified
Biomass for direct combustion
Significant resource identified
Biomass for anaerobic digestion
Significant resource identified
District Heating with CHP
Significant resource identified
Micro-generation in existing development Significant resource identified
On-site generation in new development
Significant resource identified
Hydro energy
No resource identified
Energy from waste
Not considered by the study
Energy from sewage
Not considered by the study
Geothermal Energy
No resource identified
A3.111 The North Hampshire Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Development
Study includes an energy opportunities plan for the District, this is shown on
the next page as Figure A3.9.
Previously Developed Land
A3.112 The amount of industrial and office floorspace provided on previously
developed land during 2013 is 93.09% of all the completed or permitted
floorspace (Hampshire County Council, 2014). 71.77% of all retail and leisure
completed or permitted floorspace is using previously developed land. The
number of new dwellings (net) which were been built on previously
developed land during 2012/13 was 45% (including new build, redevelopment,
subdivision, and conversion).
A3.113 The SHLAA29 includes an initial assessment of all the sites which have been
put forward for housing development in the District. A list of possible sites to
accommodate housing in addition to the deliverable and developable sites is
included, i.e. the list of sites classified as “not currently developable”. From
this list it is possible to ascertain that there is limited brownfield land available
for development.

29

Hart District Council (2013) Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
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Figure A3.9 Hart District Energy Opportunities Plan (AECOM, 2010, not to
scale)

Appendix 3 Baseline Information 32

Hart District Local Plan Core Strategy SA (incorporating SEA): Scoping Report, April
2014
Transport
A3.114 Census data (2011) indicates that only 8% of households in Hart do not own
a car or van. 34.7% of households own 1 car or van, 42.1% own 2 cars or
vans, 10.7% own 3 cars or vans and 4.5% of households own 4 or more cars.
This is an increase in car ownership compared to 2001 Census data, and an
increase in the amount of vehicles per household.
A3.115 Approximately 25,330 residents commute out of Hart to work. 9.2% of
commuters travel to Surrey Heath and 7% travel to Basingstoke and Deane
to work. There are also strong commuting links with Reading, Waverley,
Southwark, Rushmoor, Bracknell Forest and the City of London. 20,822
residents live and work in the district. In terms of inward commuting, 7.6% of
workers come from Basingstoke and Deane, with 5.8% and 4% travelling
from Rushmoor and Guildford respectively.
A3.116 A total of 49.9% of the population in Hart commute to work in a car or van.
10.5% work mainly from home, 5% use the train, 4.2% travel on foot and
1.4% cycle. Other methods of travel include the underground, light rail, bus,
minibus, coach, taxi and motorcycle. 27.3% of the resident population are not
in employment (Census, 2011).
A3.117 The fact that a large proportion of employed residents commute outside the
District means that promoting sustainable transport use will be harder as
commuters are travelling long distances, and crossing administrative
boundaries (SQW, 201030).
A3.118 The draft Thames Valley DaSTS Study31presents an overall picture of
transport in the Thames Valley area, which includes Hart for the purposes of
that report. The report indicates that travel demand has grown substantially
in recent years, with the majority of trips being made by car. Congestion on
the roads is common, and the demand for rail also means that trains are
increasingly full during peak times, as are the associated railway car parks.
Network Rail have outlined some possible solutions to the capacity issues on
trains in their draft London and South East Route Utilisation Strategy32.
A3.119 Areas known for congestion are highlighted in the draft Thames Valley DaSTS
study as being the M3 and M4 corridors, particularly between junctions 3 and
6 of the M3 and junctions 5 and 12 of the M4. The busiest areas on the trains
are highlighted as being between Farnborough and London Waterloo,
Reading and Maidenhead, and Reading and Basingstoke. The study also
highlights the limited public transport connectivity between regional hubs and
secondary centres.

30

SQW (2010) Hart District Profile, Technical Annex
Atkins (2010) Delivering a Sustainable Transport Strategy: Thames Valley, Draft Interim Report
32
Network Rail (2010) London and South East Route Utilisation Strategy Draft for Consultation
31
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A3.120 Hart’s LDF Preliminary Transport Assessment33 (TA) considered traffic
congestion in the District. It predicted widespread traffic congestion on the
Hart District highway network by 2026 without any new development over
the plan period. The TA identified the following main locations as having
capacity problems:
Access roads to M3 junction 4A, particularly to the south, A3103
Fleet Road and A327 Ively Road towards the Farnborough Business
Park;
A323 Fleet Road east of Fleet;
A287 between Fleet and Odiham;
Fleet Road in the centre of Fleet, south of the rail station, particularly
in the PM peak;
A30 either side of Hook;
B3272 Reading Road through Yateley.
A3.121 The TA also indicated that any developments which added significant volumes
of traffic to these links would need to be considered carefully. This would
include any development which might be proposed at the following locations:
Any development in and around Hook due to the potential impacts
on the A30 and the B3349 Griffin Road;
Any Yateley development which impacts on the B3272 Reading Road;
Church Crookham development sites due to impacts on local roads in
southern Fleet;
Fleet town centre developments; and
Developments around Winchfield due to impacts on the A287.
A3.122 In light of the above, the TA indicated that any development strategy would
not be able to avoid impacts on congested links, and therefore it was
recommended that a wide range of mitigation measures would be required to
minimise impacts.
A3.123 There are various airports/airfields located in or near to Hart. The two most
significant with effects on Hart are RAF Odiham and Farnborough Airport in
the Borough of Rushmoor. The Ministry of Defence has issued a Safeguarding
Direction under the Town and Country Planning (Safeguarded Aerodromes,
Technical Sites and Military Explosives Storages Areas) Direction 2002 in
relation to RAF Odiham which covers various areas depending on the nature
of the proposals (DfT/ODPM Circular 1/200334). In addition there is a Public
Safety Zone (PSZ) which covers a small area of Church Crookham which has
been applied as a result of operations at Farnborough Airport. Within that
area development would be contrary to DfT Circular 01/1035 which seeks to
33

HTP (2010) Preliminary Transport Assessment
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Department for Transport and The National Assemble
for Wales (2003) Safeguarding Aerodromes, Technical Sites and Military Explosives Storage Areas:
The Town and Country Planning Direction 2002
35
Department for Transport (2010) Control of Development in Airport Public Safety Zones
34
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prevent new development in the PSZ, and to reduce it over time as
circumstances allow.
Education
A3.124 Hampshire County Council plans for education provision in Hart. The School
Places Plan (2012-2016) sets out where surpluses and deficits exist in school
provision in broad locations. It indicates the percentage surplus places in
primary schools and secondary schools in 2012 and forecasts the surplus in
2017. These are shown below in Table A3.12 and A3.13.
Table A3.12 Surplus Places in Hart Primary schools (Hampshire County
Council, 2012)
% Surplus Places
% Surplus Places
January 2012
January 2014 (Forecast)
Fleet / Crookham
-3
-2
Yateley / Frogmore
7
14
Hook / Odiham
8
9
Schools in other areas
-12
3
Table A3.13 Surplus Places in Hart Secondary Schools (District Average)
(Hampshire County Council, 2012)
% Surplus Places
% Surplus Places
January 2012
January 2014 (Forecast)
Hart
4
-2
A3.125 As can be seen from Table A3.13 there is a surplus of places in the primary
schools in Yateley/Frogmore and Hook/Odiham as of 2012 which continues
into 2017. Hampshire tends to re-assess the need for schools with a surplus
over 10%, and has therefore approved proposals for the amalgamation of
Yateley Infant and St Peter’s Junior Schools. Cranford Park Church of England
Primary School was opened in September 2010. There is also predicted to be
a surplus in Hook/Odiham but there are currently no plans to close schools
in this area.
A3.126 The expansion of Tweseldown Infant and Church Crookham Junior schools is
planned for 2014 to meet additional demand for places from the
development at Queen Elizabeth Barracks. The development at Edenbrook
will require the expansion of Tavistock Infant School and All Saints CE Junior
School in September 2014 to reflect demand.
A3.127 The situation for secondary education is slightly more complex, as the
surplus of places does not necessarily occur where the places are needed. As
indicated by Table A3.12 above, there was a surplus of secondary places in
2012 at 4%, but there will be shortfall of places at -2% by 2017.
A3.128 The School Places Plan (2012-2016) sets out the implications for secondary
school provision from 2013. There is pressure on Year 7 places in Fleet.
Calthorpe Park Secondary School will offer additional places in Year 7 from
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September 2013. Further Year 7 places will be required in Fleet due to the
impact of increasing numbers in primary schools working through, together
with pressure from new housing developments. The next phase for the
provision of additional places is anticipated for 2015/16.
A3.129 The percentage of pupils in the District achieving 5 or more A* - C grades at
GCSE level for the year 2012/13 is 87.3% (Department for Education, 2014).
This is higher than the overall percentage for the South East Region and in
England which is 82.4% and 83.1% respectively.
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