
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0  

Yateley, Darby Green  

& Frogmore  

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

2020 - 2032 

 

SUBMISSION PLAN VERSION 

NOVEMBER 2021 

Yateley Town Council 

   
 



 

2 Yateley, Darby Green & Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan 2020 - 2032 

 

FOREWORD 

This version of the Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan represents the 

culmination of over four years work by a group of dedicated volunteers within our three small 

hamlets ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎpirations for our 

neighbourhood. 

Our parish is fortunate in many respects.  We live in the least deprived district in the country; we 

often come out either top or near the top in surveys of the best places to live; there is a vibrant and 

active community encompassing sports and leisure clubs, churches and events such as the Gig on 

the Green and the May Fayre; we are surrounded by beautiful countryside with plenty of 

opportunities for walking, cycling and other leisure activities. At the same time, the town has been 

quite extensively developed over the past few decades, with the result that there are few places left 

for further building.  In the Local Plan adopted by Hart District Council in April 2020, there are no 

sites allocated for development in Yateley, and in recognition of that fact, this Neighbourhood Plan 

does not identify any specific sites.  Instead, we have concentrated on the key principles and policies 

that we would want to see adopted when considering any future potential development of our 

community. 

We set out early on to establish our strategic objectives for our community, which are summed up in 

four key themes: to be Happy, Attractive, Sustainable and Inclusive.  These themes were agreed in 

our first consultation exercise, and have informed the development of our policies throughout.  

Another factor that has become more prominent during the time we have been working on this plan 

is the growing awareness of the Climate Change emergency that we all face, and this is reflected in 

the Climate Change policies included in this plan. 

The project team has engaged with the community on many occasions during the development of 

this plan. We conducted two extensive surveys, engaged with local schools and ran poster 

competitions and exhibitions, and maintained a presence at well-attended local events such as the 

Yateley May Fayre.  Unfortunately, the global Covid-19 pandemic of 2020/21 has limited our ability 

to engage with the community over the past eighteen months, but we had a healthy response to 

pre-submission consultation in the Spring of 2021 and this version of the document reflects the 

feedback we received. We are confident that this version of the plan now reflects the aspirations of 

the wider community well and is therefore now ready for submission for inspection. 

I would like to thank the volunteers and Councillors who have faithfully and diligently supported the 

development of this Neighbourhood Plan to date, and especially those who have served on the 

Steering Group and dedicated much time and effort to this project.  We particularly remember the 

late Barry Moody, our original vice-chair who sadly has not seen us reach the conclusion of our work 

together.  We continue to appreciate the efforts of the Yateley Town Council Clerk and her team in 

supporting us this far, we are grateful to Gordon Young for his valuable assistance with the website 

and social media, and we are indebted to our independent planning consultant, Katie Bailey, who 

has greatly assisted in the formal drafting of this document. 

Richard Quarterman 

Chair, Yateley, Darby Green & Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

1 This document is the Submission Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore 
Neighbourhood Plan (YDFNP). Its preparation has been led by a Steering Group made up of 
local volunteers reporting to Yateley Town Council as the responsible body for preparing a 
neighbourhood plan for the Parish. A neighbourhood plan sets out a locally distinct policy 

framework for planning decisions in the Parish, allowing local people to influence what type 
of development they would like to see in their neighbourhood. The Neighbourhood Plan 
sets out locally distinctive policies designed to protect the special character of the parish 
and encourages sustainable development proposals that will benefit the local community. 

The Plan is supported by evidence produced at the District and neighbourhood level which 
can be found on the Neighbourhood Plan website at https://ydf -np.org.uk.  

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 

2 The Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan covers the period 2020 
to 2032 and is being prepared by Yateley Town Council which is a qualifying body as defined 
by the Localism Act 2011. Following consultation, the whole of Yateley Parish as shown on 
Map 1 was designated by Hart District Council (HDC) as the Neighbourhood Area on 5 April 
2018.  

Map 1: Yateley Parish and Neighbourhood Area 
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3 bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴǎ a¦{¢ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 
Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). 
These are:  

¶ Have regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State;  

¶ That the plan contributes to sustainable development;  
¶ Be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development 

plan for the area of the authority (or any part of that area);  
¶ Be compatible with European Union (EU) and European Convention on Human 

Rights (ECHR) obligations; and  
¶ Not breach the requirement of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitat 

and Species Regulations 2017.  

4 The process of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan has identified a number of other 

community priorities. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ in Section 8 of this 

Plan and will be considered outside of the Neighbourhood Plan process.  

5 Our Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to allocate specific sites for housing, as the 

Hart Local Plan does not identify the need for additional housing sites to be allocated in 

¸ŀǘŜƭŜȅ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨǳƴƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨǿƛƴŘŦŀƭƭΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

come forward from across the District, including Yateley Parish, to help meet the overall 

housing requirement. This Neighbourhood Plan therefore sets out detailed local policies 

against which any future applications for new homes, including through redevelopments, 

will be considered, including matters of design, energy efficiency, gains in biodiversity and 

the provision of affordable housing.  

6 As set out in Section 7, the Plan will be monitored by the Town Council and a review 

may be needed if the District Council prepares a new Local Plan, or due to other factors such 

as changes to national planning legislation and policy. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

7 This version of the Plan has been submitted to HDC for a period of statutory 

consultation and independent examination. Following the examination, the Plan will be 

subject to a local referendum where those eligible to vote in the Parish will be asked if they 

want HDC to use the Plan to determine planning applications in the Parish. Assuming that 

more than 50% of those who vote will vote in favour of the Plan being used, then HDC will 

adopt the Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Hart Development Plan for the purposes of 

determining planning applications in the Parish.  
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2 ABOUT YATELEY PARISH 

8 ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ¸ŀǘŜƭŜȅΩ 

appears to be derived from the 

Anglo-{ŀȄƻƴ ΨȅŀǘΩ όƎŀǘŜύ ŀƴŘ ΨƭŜȅΩ 

(forest clearing). The earliest 

evidence for human activity in 

Yateley was provided by the 

discovery of a concentration of 

knapped flints on Yateley 

Common, dating to the Mesolithic 

period. Burial urns of early Bronze 

Age settlers have been also found 

on the river terraces to the north 

of Yateley Green, at Hilfield and at 

Quarry Lane and close to Minley Manor. Much later, evidence for pre-Conquest occupation 

is provided by the survival of Saxon place names and, most significantly, the Saxon north 

ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

9 Yateley had a stone church in Saxon times and became one of the biggest 

settlements in north east Hampshire in the Middle Ages. The Parish included Blackwater, 

Hawley, Southwood, Bramshot, Cove and Minley and at this time was part of the Manor and 

Hundred of Crondall which provided financial support for the monks of the old Monastery in 

Winchester.  

10 In 1334, when a national tax was levied, Yateley returned the highest tax within 

Crondall Hundred, equal to the tax levied in Leeds. Some of this wealth may have come 

from income derived from its location close to what is now the A30, the historic route from 

[ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƻ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ƴŘ 

Green in Yateley village was enlarged in the late medieval period and was partly rebuilt 

following a fire in 1979. A medieval mill is recorded on the river Blackwater.  

11 In the nineteenth century Yateley began to change more rapidly. With the 

establishment of the Royal Military College in Sandhurst in 1812 the College staff and 

ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ¸ŀǘŜƭŜȅΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ΨǎǳōǳǊōŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ In 1941, when 

a major new airfield was built on Yateley Common at Hartfordbridge, most of the farmland 

in western Yateley was covered in an encampment of huts for the RAF ς which on closing at 

the end of WW2 were used for squatter housing. When the time came to move these 

residents on, land owned by Yateley Manor was sold for new development. Despite this 

expansion the population of Yateley was only 4,469 in 1961 but in 2011 had reached 20,471. 

¸ŀǘŜƭŜȅ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪǿŀǘŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩ ŎƻƴǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀŘŘling the borders of 

Hampshire, Berkshire, and Surrey, where towns like Aldershot, Camberley, Farnborough, 

 

{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¸ŀǘŜƭŜȅ Photo courtesy of Steve Banks 
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Farnham, Fleet and Sandhurst together make it the 29th largest built-up area in England and 

Wales. 

Yateley Today 

12 The Parish consists of three 

distinct communities ς Yateley, Darby 

Green and Frogmore ς which are all 

situated ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴǎΩΦ The 

B3272 road (Reading Road) provides 

an important and busy traffic route 

running from east to west through the 

Parish. Whilst some of this traffic is 

local in origin, much of it is using this 

route to access nearby towns, the A30 

or the M3. The commercial and civic 

centre of Yateley is spread along this 

route partly within the Yateley Green 

Conservation Area and partly to its 

east. Despite its size, public transport in the parish is limited, with the nearest railway 

station at Blackwater, and just one bus service to Camberley. Although it is the second 

largest town in the District, Yateley has no public transport links to the largest town in the 

District, Fleet, nor the two nearest stations on the mainline into London Waterloo, Fleet and 

Farnborough.  

13 Yateley is bordered on the north by the Blackwater River and in the west by the 

Parish of Eversley. It is heavily constrained to the north and east due to flood risk with a 

proportion of the Parish lying within flood zones 2 and 3, and to the south and southwest 

due to the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) as well as other important 

ecological designations (see Map 2). The SPA provides a habitat for the internationally 

important bird species of Dartford warbler, nightjar, and woodlark. These birds are 

particularly subject to disturbance from walkers, dogs, and cat predation because they nest 

on or near the ground.  

14 The Parish contains many extensive areas of public and semi-public open space (such 

as parks and school playing fields), which form a band running from south west to north. 

These include substantial wooded blocks as well as open fields and large areas of common 

land as shown in Map 3 below. Yateley Common Country Park, which is owned and 

managed by Hampshire County Council, covers 476 acres of varied grassland, ponds, 

woodlands and important heathland. The Common is designated SPA and as Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its important heathland habitat. Leisure facilities include Sean 

Devereux Park, which hosts Yateley United Football Club, Yateley Cricket Club and the 

Blackwater Valley Golf club. 

 

Church End Green, Reading Road, Yateley 
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Map 2: Ecological Designations in Yateley Parish 

 

Map 3: Common Land (shown in brown) 

 

 

 


