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Free chips for all

As plans progress, a
vision of what the
new leisure centre
could look like – p2

Beat the new law and
take up our offer of free
microchipping for your
beloved pet – p12

Hart’s budget
stays steady
No major changes to services for fifth year in a row
Hart District Council will not be raising its
element of the Council Tax for the fifth year in
a row, following recent announcements from
the Government.
The central Government grant paid to Hart District
Council for the tax year 2015/16 will be marginally
better than expected – which means that the Council
will be setting a broadly stand-still budget for next year,
with no major service changes.
The outlook for future years remains uncertain and
it is likely that there will be further cuts in public
expenditure after the next general election. Exactly
how this and other cuts previously announced will

impact on the Hart district is not yet known.
In the meantime, the Council is working with its
partners and neighbouring local authorities to make
sure that service costs are kept as low as possible and
is looking to share those services wherever possible.
Recent funding has meant that we are able to
continue to maintain high levels of improvement for
Fleet Pond, explore the possibility a new leisure centre,
support our older residents through new schemes and
continue to improve the housing services in Hart.
For more information about the services that
Hart District Council provides, please visit
www.hart.gov.uk

Spring/Summer 2015

Healthy Hart
We have many
ways to help you
get fit and healthy
– p7 and p14

Don’t lose your
chance to vote in
the general election
Don’t forget to make sure you have registered to
vote for the upcoming election on Thursday 7 May.
Hart District Council will be issuing the first
batch of poll cards from 1 April. You will only
receive one of these cards if you have registered
to vote before the 10 March. If you have
registered after this date then your poll card will
be delivered later. If you have registered before
the 10 March and you have not received one by
the 10 April, or you still need to register to vote, please visit
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.
Please note that residents living in the Aldershot Constituency
(Blackwater, Hawley, Minley, Darby Green and Frogmore) will have
cards issued from Rushmoor Borough Council.
If you need to register online please key in your information
carefully. Make sure your full name is used and that it matches the
name on your passport or driving licence. You will also need your
National Insurance (NI) number, so be prepared before you sign in
and don’t try to guess your NI number.
For more details on the election and how you can help, see p19.
For more information on how to vote please visit
www.gov.uk and search ‘voting’.

Hartley Wintney Commons wins prestigious Heritage Award
Hartley Wintney Central Commons has
achieved Green Heritage accreditation for
the first time through Keep Britain Tidy’s
Green Flag Award scheme.
The Commons are one of only two open
spaces in Hampshire to receive this Green
Heritage accreditation, and there are only
10 awarded in the South East region.
The award is sponsored by English
Heritage and given in recognition of
achieving a high standard in the
management and interpretation of a site
with historic importance.
Hart District Council’s Countryside team
understands that Hartley Wintney Central
Commons is an integral part of the life of
the village – and has been for hundreds of
years. The team, in partnership with
Basingstoke and Deane Grounds
Maintenance Service and Hartley Wintney
Parish Council, manages the Commons to
maintain its character, heritage and integrity

Tel: 01252 622122
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Ancient woodland at Phoenix Green
for future generations to enjoy.
Carl Westby, Head of Leisure and
Environmental Promotion, said: “We are

Email: hartnews@hart.gov.uk

The Mildmay Oaks
proud to win Green Heritage Accreditation.
Hart District Council and our partners
work hard to manage these beautiful areas

Facebook: /HartDistrictCouncil

not only for wildlife, but to ensure green
spaces are maintained to a high standard
for the whole community to enjoy.”

Twitter: @HartCouncil
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Housing Services lead
the way towards
‘Gold Standard’

Hart District Council’s Housing Services
have successfully achieved the first stage in
a new national ‘Gold Standard’ programme.
The scheme enables councils to develop
their front line housing services and
demonstrate good practice. Hart is keen
to work with the scheme to help develop
local services and ensure residents with
housing problems receive effective and
efficient support.
Hart District Council works with a range
of statutory and voluntary sector agencies
to meet the housing needs of local people.
Anyone worried about their
housing situation can contact the
Housing team by email at
housing@hart.gov.uk or by
telephone on 01252 774420. Hart
also offers an online Housing
Options Service, go to
hart.ehodirect.org.uk

Sneak peek!

In November Hart District
Council members got a glimpse
of what the new Hart leisure
centre could look like.
The presentation by GT
Architects, with Willmott Dixon
Construction, showcased the
exciting new leisure centre which
will provide high quality leisure
facilities and is a key part of the
Council’s Corporate Plan to
ensure Hart remains a great
place to live.
Councillors were able to see
how this state-of-the-art building
will fit neatly into the local
landscape.
Internally, a reception and

New Leader for Hart

In December Cllr Stephen
Parker was elected as the
new Leader for Hart
District Council following
the resignation of Cllr Ken
Crookes.
Cllr Parker said: “It is with
much regret that we
acknowledge Ken Crookes’ wish
to stand down as Leader of
Hart District Council. He has
led the Council for some six
years with considerable
distinction.
“During his time as Leader he
has won the support of political
opponents and friends alike,
and in the process promoted the successful
evolution of Hart District Council.
“We will look forward to his continuing
advice and assistance as a Councillor, on
projects such as the new Leisure Centre. It will

coffee shop with an 8m high
climbing wall are complemented
by three dance studios, a crèche
and a fitness gym.
Aware of the demand for
swimming, the Council has
included a teaching pool, with fun

be a testament to the huge
amount work both he and Cllr
Sara Kinnell have put in to this
substantial piece of
infrastructure for our
communities.
“The relationship Hart has
developed and enjoys with
sister authorities throughout
the South East are in no small
part due to Ken’s efforts. We
wish him well in his future
challenges.”
Cllr Parker will remain Leader
until the elections, which will be
held on the 7 May. Following
this a Leader will be elected at
the next Full Council meeting on 21 May.

For more information about the
Councillors in Hart, please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/councillors

An artist’s impression of what the new leisure centre
could look like and how it fits into the local landscape

and therapy elements, a training
tank for serious swimmers and a
competition size pool – with
spectator seating – suitable for
both casual bathers and
swimming clubs. The centre will
also incorporate a sports hall the

Spotlight on: Fleet Guides

size of eight badminton courts,
with equipment and flooring
suited to a variety of activities
and events.
A final decision on the leisure
centre will take place in the
summer.

Success in
£250,000
housing for
homeless bid

Hart District Council has been
successful in securing funding from the
Department for Communities and
Local Government to provide help for
single homeless people on behalf of
seven councils across Hampshire.
As the lead authority on the bid,
Hart has been awarded £250,000, to
work alongside Basingstoke and
Deane, East Hampshire, Eastleigh,
Rushmoor, Test Valley and Winchester
councils.
This will support the delivery of
more integrated services for single
homeless people across the area and
better collaboration across authorities
and with local partners.
The project will improve existing
housing and support available for
single homeless people and aims to
prevent homelessness by addressing
the wider needs of people, in addition
to their housing-related problems.
Hart will be working in partnership
with local providers from Public
Health, the Community Rehabilitation
Company, the Department for Work
and Pensions and a range of voluntary
sector organisations.
The programme will work with
people with one or more needs, as
well as those with more complex
needs.
Having led on designing and
submitting this innovative bid, Hart
District Council’s Housing Services will
continue to provide the lead role to
co-ordinate delivery.

In Hart News we shine a spotlight on a
charity that is supporting the local
community. In this edition we showcase
Fleet Guides.

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young
women in the UK, giving them a space where they
can be themselves, have fun, build friendships, gain
valuable life skills and make a positive difference to
their lives and their communities.
Girlguiding Fleet Division’s new HQ and
Community Hall was opened by the Chief Guide,
Gill Slocombe on 11 October. Local VIPs and
donors attending the opening had an opportunity
to see Rainbows, Brownies and Guides participating
in a number of activities, including face painting,
circus skills, identifying smells and snail racing with
real snails.
After a buffet lunch, the Chief Guide cut a
gingerbread scale model of the hall, cut a ribbon of
neckerchiefs, admired an oak tree being planted
and unveiled a plaque to mark the day.
She was also given gifts of an overnight ‘grab bag’
and a book signed by all those in the Division to
remind her of the day before the event finished
with songs around a campfire.
After almost 20 years of fundraising, including
local grants and a grant from Veolia Environmental
Trust, the old hut (a workmen’s hut from the
building of the M3) was replaced with the new hall
The Guide Hall, situated off Basingbourne Road,

Fleet, is available for hire to not-for-profit
organisations and by individuals. Please contact
fleetdivisionguidehall@ gmail.com for details.
Fleet Division (www.fleetguides.org.uk) has
more than 700 girls and 100 volunteers and covers
the areas of Fleet, Church Crookham and Crondall.
The Division also has waiting lists for girls to join
units so more leaders are needed to reduce
waiting times.
If you want to become part of Girlguiding –
either as an adult or young member – then
please go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved.aspx

Our latest five apprentices
successfully complete course

Five Hart District Council
apprentices have successfully
completed their apprenticeships
and have been presented with
their certificates in NVQ Level 2
Business Administration.
The apprenticeship scheme has
been running in Hart District
Council since November 2012.
Out of the five successfully
completed apprenticeships, three
have stayed on to do a Level 3

NVQ, one has been offered a fulltime position and the other has
moved to a new organisation.
Hart District Council has made
more apprenticeship opportunities
available over the summer period,
which includes Regulatory Services
and Business Support.
If you are interested, or would
like to find out more, contact Jane
Copsey by emailing
jane.copsey@yahoo.co.uk
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Hart retains best place to live title

The Hart district has retained
the title of the best place to
live for the fourth year in a row.
The Halifax Quality of Life
Survey has placed Hart in the
top spot, based on its high
performance in a wide range of
measures, including residents’
health and life expectancy,
overall well-being, employment,
a low crime rate, relatively
good weather, and good
broadband internet access.
Leader of the Council, Cllr
Stephen Parker, said: “We are
all very proud to receive this
recognition of the best place to
live for the fourth year running.
The environment, economy
and community is right at the
heart of our priorities, goals
and promises as a Council.
“Keeping it that way is
becoming more challenging
and we are obliged to
accommodate more and more
residents’ needs. These include
housing, a strong economy,
infrastructure and a range of
community services.
“However, there are also
opportunities – for example,
maintaining the high level of
health and wellbeing across the
district through projects such
as the proposed leisure centre,
due to open in 2016.”

What makes Hart such
a good place to live?
l Residents tend to be fit and well
– over 97% reporting good or
fairly good health.
l Average life expectancy is the
joint highest in the UK (83 years
for men).
l The employment rate is high,
with four out of five of 16-64
year-olds in occupation.
l Average weekly earnings are
£839 – 33% higher than the UK
average of £629.
l Inhabitants live in relative security
with one of the lowest crime
rates in the country.
l Residents enjoy a relatively good
climate – 736 mm of rainfall
against 879 mm national average
and 32.5 hours of sunshine
against the national average of
29.5 hours.
l 95% of all households have a
good level of broadband access –
compared to 87% for the UK.
l Latest figures indicate the Hart
adult population is among the
most happy, satisfied and content.

On the flip side, the cost of living in
Hart is much higher than in many
other parts of the UK – with an
average house price of 7.4 times the
average pre-tax local income,
compared to a national average of
6.2.
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Local Plan update

Over the past 12 months, Hart District
Council has been working on a plan to set
out where new housing should go in Hart,
as well as the jobs, schools, shops, roads
and everything else that is needed to
support them. This is called the new Local
Plan for Hart.
One of the main elements of the plan is
explaining how we will meet the need for housing
in Hart. We have to base our Local Plan on the
best available evidence, so last year along with
both Surrey Heath and Rushmoor councils, we
commissioned a study into the housing market.
This was known as the Strategic Housing Market
Assessment, or SHMA. This was published last
summer, and it has provided us with what the
government describes as our Objectively Assessed
Need.
To decide the level of need for housing in Hart,
the SHMA looked at projected population
statistics, employment trends, economic growth
and housing affordability and need. The figure that
resulted from this was 4,000 homes between now
and 2032.
The government expects us to seek to meet
our housing need in full and to plan for this,
otherwise it could cause the Inspector to reject
our Local Plan, as recently happened with our
previous Plan in 2013. This would cause significant
delays to us getting our Local Plan in place; and in
the meantime Hart would continue to be
vulnerable to unsuitable planning applications.
Work on preparing the new Local Plan has
moved to a stage where the Council is now
testing various strategic development options for
growth to show how the District can possibly

deliver 4,000 new homes. This follows last
summer’s consultation on possible Housing
Development Options.
The assessment is that the District cannot meet
its housing needs by focusing new development
solely within existing settlements or on brownfield
land alone. The new Local Plan will need to involve
all distribution options – including the identification
of a large element of greenfield development.
Although a new settlement at Winchfield is
currently one of the potential options, all sites will
be tested equally to see what alternatives are
available.
The aim is to have a draft Local Plan ready for
later this year with a view to submitting a full plan
to the government early next year where it will be
examined by a Planning Inspector to see if it’s
‘sound’, which means if it’s appropriate, achievable
and in line with the government’s policies on
planning.
Once we have a draft plan prepared we will ask
you what you think about what we’ve proposed
and then we will submit the Local Plan to the
government.
To stay up to date with the Local Plan,
please visit www.hart.gov.uk/
council/news/local-plan-latest-updates
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Countryside Events 2015

Easter Walk 10am-2pm
Where? Fleet Pond
When? Friday 10 April and Saturday
11 April 10am-14.00pm
Meet us in the picnic area to get your
Easter pack, find the clues, answer the
questions, suitable for all ages. No need to
book. Dogs welcome. £3 per person
includes an Easter egg.
Wildlife Day (free event) 10am-2pm
Where? Fleet Pond
When? Saturday 30 May
Many stalls are interactive, offering
educational activities including bug hunting,
butterfly kites and pond-dipping. Stalls will
also be selling various wildlife related
items. Refreshments available as well as
food to buy from the Chieftain Explorer
Scouts. Parking is very limited, so we ask
that local visitors take a leisurely stroll to
the site for a full ‘back to nature’ day.
Signposts from all access points around
the reserve. Dogs welcome on a lead,
suitable for all ages.
Butterfly Walk 10am-12 noon
Where? Hazeley Heath
When? Sunday 5 July
Butterfly Walk with our Biodiversity Officer.
Hazelheath is a Special Protection Area for
bird life and also home to an array of
butterflies, including the rare silver studded
blue. Booking essential. No dogs please.
Route not suitable for wheelchairs or
pushchairs. £3.50 per person
Dragonflies and damselflies 10am-12pm
Where? Elvetham Heath
When? Sunday 26 July
Join dragonfly expert Tony Mundell on a
walk around Elvetham Heath. Marvel at
the amazing dragonflies and damselflies.
Suitable for all ages. £3.50 per person.
Family Bug Hunt and Pond Dipping
10am-12pm
Where? Fleet Pond
When? Wednesday 5 and Tuesday 25
August. Explore with Hart Rangers Katy
and Rachel. Hunt for bugs in the woods
and use nets to find out what creatures
live in the lake. We will allowing you to see
the pond from a very different,
microscopic point of view. Suitable for all
ages, children must be supervised. £3.50
per person.
Den building 2pm-4pm
Where? Fleet Pond
When? Thursday 13 August
Split up into teams and see who can make
the best den using materials that found
around Fleet Pond. Points will be given for
structure, furnishings and water resistance!
All children must be supervised by an
adult. £5 per child.
Bat Walks 7pm-9pm
Where? Fleet Pond and Odiham
Common
When? Friday 4 September
Saturday 12 September
Sunday 13 September
Join Hart’s Countryside Rangers on a stroll
around Fleet Pond or Odiham Common.
We will be using bat detectors in the
nature reserves at night. Discover these
flying mammals and other nocturnal
creatures that only become active after
dusk. £3.50 per person.
All children must be accompanied
by an adult. All activities must be
booked at least two weeks in
advance unless otherwise stated.
To book a place on any of our
activities or to get further details,
either book online at
www.hart.gov.uk, email
countryside@hart.gov.uk or phone
01252 623443. Meeting places will
be confirmed on booking.

www.hart.gov.uk

Dragons and damsels
abound at Elvetham Heath

Guest Writer Tony Mundell shares his knowledge of
Elvetham Heath’s dragonfly and damselfly species.

Elvetham Heath Nature Reserve is a
splendid place to see many different
sorts of dragonflies and damselflies.
The reserve entrance is adjacent to
Turner’s Pond, or the more familiarly named
community pond, which itself supports a
good range of dragonflies and damselflies,
including the small red-eyed damselfly. This
little insect was unknown in Britain before
1999 but began spreading northwards
across Europe in the 1980s and 1990s,
crossing the English Channel to Essex in
1999 and colonising the Isle of Wight in
2000. In Britain its range stabilised,
extending from South Wales to the River
Humber in Yorkshire.
Its range expansion is thought to be
driven by climate warming. In fact, several
other dragonfly and damselfly species (and
other insects) have recently colonised
Britain from Europe. It is remarkable how
such delicate insects can survive crossing
the English Channel.
Damselflies and dragonflies are closely
related and have similar life histories. Both
are predators, catching other small insects.
In fact, dragonflies often eat damselflies.
One distinguishing character is that
dragonflies settle with their wings spread
outwards, whereas damselflies fold their
wings parallel to their bodies.
No adult British dragonfly or damselfly
survives the winter; they only live in their
winged form for a few months. However,
most of their lives of two or three years are
spent underwater as larvae (the equivalent
of caterpillars that turn into butterflies).
The larvae are predators feeding on
other aquatic insects, progressively
increasing in size until the time comes to
crawl up out of the water on to a plant
stem and transform into an adult with
wings. Usually this is done at night to avoid

Here be dragons: clockwise from top left: the banded demoiselle, golden ringed dragonfly and
the blue-tailed demoiselle

being eaten by birds. The dragonfly bursts
out through the larva’s skin and spends an
hour or so pumping ‘blood’ into the veins in
its wings to inflate them.
Different species have different habitat
preferences. Elvetham Heath and Turner’s
Pond provide a range of different habitats
so attract many species. In fact nine different
dragonflies and nine different damselflies
were recorded there on 26 July 2014.
The stream leaving the pond and crossing
the reserve provides a favourite flight path
for the golden-ringed dragonfly and both
the beautiful demoiselle and the banded
demoiselle.
Shallow pools in the heathland are where
you can see the keeled skimmer, four-spot
chaser, common darter, black darter and the
rarest species at Elvetham Heath, the small

red damselfly. The small red damselfly is very
similar in size and appearance to the large
red damselfly, which is very common. The
large red has blackish legs and some black
markings at the end of its abdomen,
whereas the small red has reddish legs and
no black markings. The small red is virtually
confined to pools on acidic boggy
heathland, but most damselflies, including
the blue-tailed damselfly are less fussy, but
do like dense marginal plants to settle on.
If you would like to find out more
about dragonflies and damselflies, or
you just want to see them for
yourself why not attend this years
damselfly and dragonfly walk led by
Tony. See Hart Countryside’s website
for more information at
www.hart.gov.uk/guided-walks

Phoenix Green Pillbox Project
aims to restore WW2 icon

Built in May 1940, the Phoenix Green Type-24 Pillbox has
remained under dense vegetation until now – and a Hart
District Council led project aims to restore it.
The pillbox formed part of the ‘GHQ-A’, a line of defences
built by the Directorate of Fortifications and Works in response
to Adolf Hitler’s ‘Operation Sealion’, the planned invasion of
Britain. Pillboxes were located along key routes such as canals,
rivers, railways and in this case, roads.
The restoration of the pillbox is noted in the Phoenix Green
Management Plan to restore and protect the culturally significant
structure, preserving it for future generations to appreciate.
The pillbox will also be converted to a bat roost to increase
biodiversity, after four species were identified as being present in
the area.
This project is being carried out by Hart District Council
which is working in partnership with the Pillbox Study Group.
Other specialist works will be completed by contractors.
There are four stages of works planned. Stage One:
‘Preparation’. This involves clearing vegetation around the
structure, including the roof and walls. This was carried out in
December 2014 with the Pillbox Study Group. Stage Two:
‘Groundwork’. All fly tipping will be removed and the original
ground level restored to reveal the pillbox’s doorway. Stage
Three: ‘Structural’. The bricked-up entrance will be removed

and the door repaired, missing or damaged bricks and lime
mortar pointing will be replaced. Stage Four: ‘Interior’. Rubbish
will be cleared, walls white-washed and adaptations made for
the bat roost conversion.
For more information on the Phoenix Green Pillbox
restoration project contact Hart Countryside on
01252 623442 or email countryside@hart.gov.uk

www.hart.gov.uk
A wild day out
at Fleet Pond
Nature Reserve

Wildlife Day is a free event held
at Fleet Pond Nature Reserve
and aims to educate the local
community about the wildlife
and biodiversity found in the
area.
Last year’s Wildlife Day was a
hit with visitors and this year’s
event is intended to be equally
successful.
Many of the stalls are
interactive, offering educational
activities and hands-on learning,
including bug hunting, bird box
building, pond-dipping amongst
many other activities. Even
though the event is free, don’t
leave your purse at home as
there will be stalls selling various
wildlife-related items, as well as
refreshing tea and coffee and
delicious food.
Stalls will be open to the
public from 10am to 2pm. Car
parking is very limited at Fleet
Pond, so we are asking local
visitors to leave the car at
home and take a leisurely stroll
to the site for a full ‘back to
nature’ day.
The event will be signposted
from all access points around
the reserve pointing you in the
direction of the stalls, so if you
walk through Chestnut Grove
or Wellington Avenue we will
be easy to find. And don’t
forget that the reserve has an
entrance straight from Fleet
station, for those of you
travelling from farther afield.
Remember to put 30 May,
Wildlife Day, in your diary.
The Countryside Rangers
are looking forward to
meeting you all, out in the
fresh air!

Bird ringing provides us
with vital information
Guest writer Martin Cooper gives us an insight to his time
ringing birds on Hart Countryside’s site at Hazeley Heath.

Lesser redpoll
So why do we ring birds? In the UK, bird ringing is co-ordinated by the
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and the data collected by ringers
helps to further our understanding of how both human and physical
factors are affecting species populations, birds’ migration strategies,
distribution and longevity. The knowledge gained through ringing is also
vital for species and habitat conservation.
Hazeley Heath provides a rich oasis of habitats for numerous species.
What has become apparent as we have moved into the winter season,
is just how many birds rely on the naturally occurring food and shelter;
the goldfinches love the thistle heads and there have been good
numbers of redwing roosting in the scrub.
I took over ringing at Hazeley Heath in the early part of 2014. The

Rangers ReportOdiham Common

It was a busy autumn and winter on the Common, haymaking was a bit drawn-out, but was done in the dry. It
was an exceptionally heavy crop of about 550 bales.
There was a public bat walk in September on which
those present saw seven species of bat and heard them
via our bat detectors. A fungi walk also took place in
October, even though it was quite squidgy underfoot,
with lots of interesting fungi to see and learn about.
Contractors completed another section of ride
widening and glade creation south of Bagwell Lane
going towards Broadoak bridge.
There is now a lovely glade that will be a sun trap in
the summer months, while retaining a woodland feel.
A number of oaks were left to go on growing with
plenty of room. The works will be a great improvement
for wildlife and users of the Common in years to come.
National grid contractors were back in the pylon
wayleave in October, clearing another section at the
north end of the Common under the high voltage
cables. Ninety percent of the area under the cables has
now been restored to heathland. It should be great for
butterflies, insects and reptiles in the summer as it’s a
nice sun trap.
Contractors also cleaned out a number of ditches at
the north end of the Common early in the new year to
maintain existing drainage.
We will be assessing the amount of open space on
the common during the spring and looking at how
much more work is needed to meet Natural England’s
requirement to have 26 per cent open space
throughout the Common by 2020.

Countryside
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first task was to renew
ringing permissions for
the site with Natural
England. Then I made
my first visit to the site,
on 28 April - and we
caught 24 birds. We
Marsh tit
have been visiting
regularly ever since and,
at the point of writing, have ringed 899 birds of 32 species.
The most numerous birds caught have been the humble blue tit, with
more than 150 individuals ringed. We have caught some unusual species,
too, including firecrest, spotted flycatcher, linnet, lesser whitethroat and
marsh tit.
As the seasons change, so do the birds that we catch. Through the
spring and summer months, we were catching summer migrants, where
species such as blackcap, whitethroat and garden warbler dominated.
As the autumn rolled in, we started to catch the passage migrants,
where species such as goldcrest and chiffchaff were caught in good
numbers. As the days continued to shorten, we started to catch the
winter species, things like goldfinch, lesser redpoll and redwing.
Resident species are also well represented with lots of tits (blue, great,
coal, long tailed and marsh), robins, dunnocks and, surprisingly, bullfinches.
We are still waiting to hear about six ‘controls’ (birds that have been
ringed elsewhere and re-trapped at Hazeley); these are a whitethroat, a
goldcrest and four lesser redpoll. Hopefully, they will provide an insight
into the movements of these species.
At all times the welfare of the birds is paramount and because of this,
we limit disturbance during the breeding season and ensure that the
birds have ample opportunity to feed during the harder months.
If you want to learn more, I will be running a bird ringing
demonstration at Fleet Pond’s Wildlife day on 30 May.
Finally, I would like to say a couple of thank yous – to the Hart
Countryside Rangers team for putting up with me, to Josie Hewitt for
her unstinting support throughout the year and to all of the other
ringers that have helped out during the year.
Martin Cooper
Compliments to Josie Hewitt for providing the photos.
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Housing and Benefits

Are you
claiming single
person discount
on Council Tax?

Hart District Council has
started making checks on
Council Tax payers who are in
receipt of single occupancy
discounts and have their bills
reduced by 25 per cent.
The check is part of the
Council’s continuing measure
to protect the public purse by
preventing and detecting fraud,
in association with the
National Fraud Initiative. The
review will involve around
7,600 taxpayers.
Single person discount is an
entitlement that the Council is
keen to ensure is claimed by
taxpayers who are genuinely
eligible. However, taxpayers
who claim the discount
improperly place an
unnecessary burden on other
residents.
Any taxpayers receiving a
discount which they feel
may not be correct are
urged to contact the
Council Tax team on
01252 774444 or email
revenues@hart.gov.uk

www.hart.gov.uk

Do you know that affordable housing is
available in the district for the over 55s?

With an increase in the
number of over 55s
residing in the district we
are aware of the ongoing
need for suitable affordable
housing.
In partnership with housing
associations, the Council has
been addressing this over the
past few years and now have a
mix of affordable housing
products, including rented,
shared ownership and discount
market value properties.
There are also extra care
apartments in Fleet for those
who have a need for additional
care or support but who still
wish to remain independent.
Earlier in the year Sentinel
Housing redeveloped their
former office building, Lismoyne
House, to provide 12 x one and
two-bed apartments for the
over 55s.
Further schemes are currently
being redeveloped as part of
Sentinel’s regeneration
programme. At Wickham Court,
Church Crookham, this will
provide 41 one and two

bedroom flats for rent; at Albany
Court, Fleet, 17 one and two
bedroom flats for rent will be
built, while Gregory House will
provide 28 one and two
bedroom flats for rent. These
properties will be available
between spring 2015 and early
2016.

Thinking of moving to a
smaller affordable home?
Have your circumstances
changed? Do you have more
bedrooms than you need? Are
you struggling to maintain your
house and garden?
If you are thinking about
moving somewhere smaller then
you may be interested in moving
into one of the over 55s
affordable homes within the
District. In order to be
considered for one of these
properties you will need to join
the Council’s Housing Register.
For more information,
contact
housing@hart.gov.uk or call
01252 774420 and ask for
the housing department.

More rural
housing in Hart

This summer, the Housing
Development team will once
again be promoting Rural
Housing Week, which aims to
highlight the need for affordable
housing in rural areas and
demonstrate it is crucial for the
continuing strength of rural
communities.
Providing good quality rural
affordable housing is often a complex
and lengthy process. Hart works
closely with HARAH (Hampshire
Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing),
and Action Hampshire, whose Rural
Enabling Officers commit to identifying
local housing need. They work with
parish councils (through co-ordinating
Housing Needs Surveys and public
consultation events) with a working
goal to providing accommodation for
local people in rural areas.
The Housing Needs Surveys are
updated every five years in order to
identify the need for affordable
housing in rural areas.
In the past year, the partnership has
accomplished a lot in terms of
providing affordable housing in some
of the more rural areas of the District.
In November, an opening event was
held in Eversley to celebrate the
completion of nine affordable houses
for local people.
Members of Eversley Parish Council
were joined by local residents and
children from Charles Kingsley Primary
School to mark the official opening.
Pupils were able to assist Hart’s
Biodiversity Officer, Paul Howe in the
creation of a wild flower patch at the

Members of Eversley Parish Council,
local residents and pupils from Charles
Kingsley Primary School mark the
opening of nine affordable homes

site, as well as having the opportunity
to view the new houses.
The creation of wild flower patches
is one of the aims of the Hart
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).
The one, two and three bedroom
homes were developed by HARAHs
affordable housing partner, The Hyde
Group and constructed by Hampshire
based builders Drew Smith.
Following on from this, six affordable
homes on a rural exception site in
Rotherwick are nearing completion;
the properties comprise 2 x one
bedroom properties, 2 x two
bedroom properties and 2 x three
bedroom properties and will remain
in perpetuity for the benefit of
parishioners who can demonstrate a
strong local connection to the parish.
In order to be considered for any
affordable housing in the district please
join the Council’s housing register.
Should you require housing advice
regarding your current situation or
accommodation, or would like further
information about how to join our
housing register, contact the Housing
Services department on 01252
774420 or email
housing.services@hart.gov.uk

Local priority properties at
Hampshire Lakes
Hampshire Lakes is a new extra
care retirement village close to
Tri-Lakes Country Park, Yateley.
The village is set among lakes
and beautiful countryside.
It consists of a spa and
wellness centre, swimming pool,
a bistro and a delicatessen. There
are 8 x one-bed apartments
available to purchase at 75 per
cent of the market value for
people who meet local
connection criteria.
If you live in Yateley or Hart
District and want to find out
more about these properties
and various schemes, please
come to our Older Persons
Housing Event, Yateley Village
Hall, on Tuesday 28 April from
10.30am until 12.30pm. If you
can’t attend but would like more
information on the scheme and
whether you are eligible, contact
housing@hart.gov.uk or call
01252 774420 and ask for the
housing strategy and
development team.

New developments in Hart

As a District we are still in a very busy period for
delivering affordable housing which is helping
many local households on the housing register.
There is a variety of older persons’ rented
accommodation and general needs shared
ownership and rented properties being delivered
over the next six months.
General needs housing
Affordable housing for rent and shared
ownership is progressing well. At Crookham Park
in Church Crookham there will be general needs
housing for rent and shared ownership being
delivered from February 2015. This will include
one and two bedroom flats along with two and
three bedroom houses.
In addition, 4 x three bedroom rented
properties are being developed at The Lea and
Larmer Close, Church Crookham by Sentinel
Housing Association as part of a regeneration
program in that area. These properties are
expected to be completed this spring.
Phase 2 of St Mary’s Park in Hartley Wintney,
which will include one bedroom flats and two,
three and four bedroom houses, will be available
from February/March 2015.

In Odiham, 36 new affordable homes are being
built for rent and shared ownership. Properties
will be available from August 2015 - February
2016.
There are also properties being built by Hyde
Housing as part of a Rural Exception Site in
Rotherwick. This will provide one, two and three
bedroom houses for people with a local
connection to Rotherwick and are due to be
available at the end of March 2015.
Older persons’ housing
For their over 55s housing regeneration
programme Sentinel Housing Association have
redeveloped Wickham Court, Church Crookham
and Albany Court, Fleet which will provide a
mixture of one and two bedroom apartments for
rent for people aged over 55. These are expected
in February/March 2015.
All these properties will be allocated to people
who are on the Council’s Housing Register and
have bid through Hart Homes Choice Based
Lettings scheme. For more information about
these sites or the housing register please contact
housing@hart.gov.uk or call 01252 774420
and ask for the housing department.

Your housing options available online
Hart District Council has launched its
new online toolkit of housing advice
which provides quick, easy, 24 hour
access to housing related advice.
The website helps people find out the
rehousing options available to them,
whilst also providing support and advice
tailored to the information provided by
applicants. It can be viewed any time of
day and night, which means that advice
can be sought immediately rather than
waiting to see an advisor.
Face-to-face advice will still be

available to all who require it. However,
we are encouraging people to make use
of the website and the extensive
information available on it.
Internet access is available at a
number of venues throughout the
District including local libraries. Three
computer terminals have also been set
up for people to use the website at the
Council Offices should they prefer to do
this.
To view the Housing Options online
tool, visit hart.ehodirect.org.uk

www.hart.gov.uk

Holiday
programme at
Frogmore
Leisure Centre

If your children need entertaining
during the school holidays, look no
further than the Holiday Programme
at Frogmore Leisure Centre!
This fantastic programme has two
options; an all-day playscheme or
shorter stay and play sessions which
are 1 hour and 30 mins. The holiday
programme is for children 6 - 12
years old. There are a wide range of
activities available and children are
encouraged to express themselves
through play.
Dave Poulton, Child Development
Officer, said: “The holiday
programme will allow children to
express their freedom of choice by
choosing what activities they would
like to take part in. We’ve introduced
lots of new activities to this
programme and recorded a video
which allows parents and children to
see our programme in action.”
To find out more details about
the holiday programme please
go to www.threesixfive.org.uk.
To book your child’s space
please visit reception or call
01252 873454.

Stayin’ alive programme
Leisure

Over the last six months Hart District
Council has been working on
improving opportunities for older
people to become more active.
As a result, Leisure and Environmental
promotion have put together a programme
called ‘Stayin’ alive’. The programme aims to
get people taking part in physical activity and
socialising in a fun environment.
Reports suggest that exercise promotes
independent living, prolongs life, keeps the
brain active, helps combat both short and

long-term illness and improve the quality of
life. Exercise is even more important as we get
older to keep us stronger for longer.
Sam Knowles, Leisure Development Officer,
said: “It is important that as we get older we
stay active. This can be anything from walking
to the shops every day or gardening. At Hart
Leisure Centre we have tried to put on
concessionary activities for all levels but also
encourage interaction and meeting new
people, which is equally as important.”
Within the Stayin’ alive programme there

Over 60s social club at Hart Leisure
Centre open to new members
Hart Leisure Centre’s over 60s social
club has been running for more than five
years now and we’re looking for new
members to join our friendly group!
The social club meet every
Wednesday afternoon from 2pm - 4pm.
Those who attend take part in various
activities including quizzes, bingo and
card games, as well as enjoying a
complimentary hot drink and a biscuit.
Kevin Wallace, Leisure Development
Officer who set up the club, said: “The
social club has been running for many
years now and they are a friendly group
who always welcome new members.”
If you’re interested in joining the group, contact a member of our
reception team on 01252 629974 for more details.
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are activities such as swimming, badminton,
gym sessions, active health circuits (a lowimpact fitness class), traditional aerobics, a
weekly social club, Steady and Strong (postural
stability class.), a matinee club where you can
take part in activities with other like-minded
people and Zumba gold for those that want
to let their hair down and party.
To find out more information about
Stayin’ alive and what it has to offer
then please visit www.threesixfive.org.uk
or call on 01252 629974.

Sports courses on offer
at Hart and Frogmore
Leisure Centres

Both Hart and Frogmore Leisure centres
boast a wide range of sports courses for
juniors. From fencing to gymnastics and even
trampolining!
Dave Poulton Child Development Officer
said: “We’ve got a fantastic set of coaches
who really engage with the children in each
one of our courses. Children go away with a
new set of skills they’ve learnt from
attending our popular courses.”
To find out more about the wide
range of courses on offer please go to
www.threesixfive.org.uk or contact
reception:
Hart – 01252 629974
Frogmore - 01252 873454
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Hart businesses triumph at the
prestigious Inspire Business Awards
In November 2014, at a
glittering awards
celebration attended by
600 business people
from across north
Hampshire, winners
were announced for the
Inspire 14 Awards
honouring the very best
of north Hampshire’s
business success in 2014.
Hart District Council is
proud to be a main sponsor
for this prestigious event,
supporting local businesses.
In 2014 there were more
entries to the Inspire
Business Awards than ever
before from Hart based
businesses and the event
was moved from its base in
Basingstoke to a new Hart
based venue, De Vere
Highfield Park, near Hook.
There were 32 entries
from Hart based businesses
across the 12 award
categories and of these, six
awards were won by five
businesses from the district.

New Business of the Year
The Typeface Group of Winchfield
was founded in April 2013 and
works with small and medium sized
businesses on their social media, PR
and communications, and also
company design and branding.
Led by three female directors,
Polly Buckland said the team were
“over the moon” to win the award.

Sustainable Business of
the Year
Tylney Hall Hotel of Rotherwick,
near Hook.
The hotel has been working on its
sustainability the past four years,
increasing its recycling rate from
20% to 60%, fitting energy efficient
lighting and forming a sustainability
committee.
Marketing Campaign of
the Year
Accountancy firm Jupp Castle
of Hartley Wintney.
Jupp Castle was triumphant in
the award after embarking on a
complete rebrand last year,
which has boosted turnover by
35 per cent.

International Business of
the Year and Innovation
Excellence Award
Blackbushe based Sonardyne.
Founded in 1971, Sonardyne
employs more than 200 people at
Blackbushe and 75 worldwide,
producing sonar equipment to
aide underwater communication
and navigation.

Entrepreneur of the Year
Tempcover’s Alan Inskip of Fleet.
After winning Business of the Year
at last year’s awards, chief
executive Alan Inskip said winning
this year was ‘the icing on top’.
TempCover provides shortterm motor vehicle insurance
coverage of between a day and
28 days.
It was brought to the market in
April 2006 and now turns over
around £16 million a year.
To enter the 2015 Inspire
awards, please visit
www.inspireawards.co.uk

Local businesses
thrive with Southern
Entrepreneurs

Southern Entrepreneurs is a free-tojoin, Hampshire based business support
service - its mission is to provide
accessible support to local businesses
and help them learn, network, connect
and grow.
Hart District Council, along with other local
authorities, financially supports the not-forprofit organisation.
It offers a wide range of services and
resources to help improve local business. This
includes, but is not limited to, discounted and
subsidised training programmes, free business
events, free networking events, executive club
membership, free monthly business magazine
subscription and 1-2-1 support and guidance
from in-house experts. Membership is now at
over 1000 businesses countywide, many of
whom attend the North Hampshire events.
Networking Events (free)
15 Apr – Evening networking, Basingstoke
20 May – Evening networking, Rushmoor
17 Jun – Summer networking, Hart
Training Workshops (£35)
21 Apr – Finance for Non-Financial people,
Fleet
21 May – Marketing for Small Business,
Basingstoke
For more information visit
www.southernentrpreneurs.com
where you can join up for free, and find
networking and training event dates in
Hart and throughout Hampshire.

North
Hampshire
Means Business
The first ever North Hampshire
Means Business exhibition took place
on 12 February, supported by Hart
District Council.
In partnership with Basingstoke &
Deane Borough Council, Rushmoor
Borough Council and Memo Events, the
exhibition had more than 50 different
companies exhibiting and more than 400
visitors and was held at Village Urban
Resorts, Farnborough.
Based on requests from local businesses,
Hart District Council offered the chance
to increase their exposure by providing
low cost opportunities to showcase their
services at the event.
Attendees had free access to a full event
programme, including free keynote
speakers, motivational guest speakers,
seminars and business workshops, as well
as a number of speed networking sessions
and advice from business support
organisations.
Speakers included Ian Dickson, a multi
award-winning Business Coach and
motivational speaker, who shared his ‘How
to grow your business in 10 easy steps’.
Jan Jacks gave an inspirational talk about
using humour in business to get ahead of
the competition, while Jane Buswell spoke
about the changing face of marketing.
For more information about the
event please visit
www.northhantsmeansbusiness.co.uk
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Fleet held its first ever fashion
week during 27 October and 1
November, with the main
event, a Fashion Show, resulting
in a sell out success.
The Fashion Week inaugural
event brought together local
retailers, Fleet Future, Hart
District Council’s Economic
Development office and local
volunteers.
In addition to a week of
fashion related in store
activities, more than 250
people attended the show
hosted by TV presenter Anna
Williamson. It included a
catwalk show as well as
fashion stalls selling items.
There was also a charity
auction and raffle with more
than £2,800 raised for Phyllis
Tuckwell Hospice.
Emma Molyneux from
Experience, who organised
the show, said: “We’ve been
able to showcase the great
things on offer in Fleet and a
number of retailers have told
me that, since the show,
customers have told them
how delighted they are to
know such great clothing is
available right here in Fleet.”
Jenny Atherton, Economic Development Officer at Hart District
Council, added: “Hart District Council was delighted to support this
first event which saw more than 40 businesses working together for
mutual benefit. Events such as this are vital for the economic
prosperity of our local towns and villages and the Fashion Week team
are very proud of their achievement, which had the town buzzing.”

Small Business Saturday –

6 December 2014

Hart District Council was proud to support Small Business
Saturday, an annual grass-roots campaign, supported by
national and local government.
It encourages people to 'shop local' and supports small
businesses in their communities, both on the Saturday and
beyond. The Council offered free parking in every town and
village on the day, to encourage communities to support
the high streets at a key time in the commercial calendar.
This Small Business Saturday, 16.5 million people
shopped in small independent businesses on the day,
representing a 20 per cent increase in footfall on last year.
Almost two-thirds of UK consumers were aware of the day
– a 33 per cent increase on last year. Of those, just over
half shopped at a local, independently owned business on
6 December.
For more information, visit www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

Business
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Hart for
Business Service

The Council’s Economic
Development Officer is here
to support local businesses
through a number of methods
and can meet at a time to suit
you to offer advice and
guidance, as well as providing
information through email
requests.
Hart for Business also
produces a twice-yearly
magazine, regular e-bulletins
and holds regular events and
training.
To join the mailing list
email jennifer.atherton@
hart.gov.uk

Hart businesses complete Digital High Street Skills training

In March 20 independent
businesses across towns and
villages in Hart completed a new
digital marketing course to help
their businesses compete online.
Each business will now be able to
develop their website and social
media channels in order to boost
trade and increase profits.
The programme was delivered
by the Association of Town and
City Management (ATCM) with
funding support from the
Department for Employment and
Learning. Hart District Council
secured funding for the programme

through Enterprise M3 LEP and
were able to offer the training to
businesses at no cost. The course
was specifically designed for retail
businesses to help develop their
knowledge of the internet, social
media and online trading.
Recent evidence from ATCM has
revealed that for every £8
customers spend, £1 is spent
online, so this innovative
programme has huge potential for
independent traders to position
themselves for the future. A recent
report by Lloyds Banking Group
found that 36 per cent of small and

medium-sized businesses have no
website and 20 per cent have no
online presence.
Jennifer Atherton, Economic
Development Officer at Hart
District Council, said: “Small
businesses have a huge role to play
in growing the local economy and
many of them lack the online skills
to compete with larger businesses.
“The Digital High Street Skills
programme helps small businesses
become more confident online,
learn how to build their online
presence and use digital marketing
techniques to grow their business.”
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Day in the life of
a waste collector
Every day across the district over 12,000 waste and
recycling containers are emptied by collection staff.
With each staff member walking anywhere between four and
eight miles each day, it’s a physical job. The Council is always
looking for ways to improve your services, staff working
conditions and the amount we recycle.
For this reason, new vehicles have recently been purchased
to ensure the reliability of your service. Our waste and
recycling collection contractor, Veolia, has also installed
technology to record more helpful information for you and us.
Collection crews are now
able to

record why they may
not have emptied a bin
and if your bin was not
out for collection, so
that if you make an
enquiry we have more
information to feed back
to you. If you think your
bin may have been
missed we will also be able to tell you if collection staff have
already been to your property or if your road is not yet
recorded as being completed.
As with all services, the Council does not tolerate abuse
towards staff and those working on behalf of the
Council. Should you experience
any problems with
your collections
please contact us
01252 622122.

www.har

Recycle all
the way to
the bank

Recycling may start at home but it doesn’t have
to end there!
There are lots of other opportunities to
recycle and help good causes at the same time.
Lions Community Store is based in
Fleet. Their mission is to recycle redundant
household goods, appliances, clothing and more
to benefit genuinely needy people in the area.
They urgently need more furniture, white goods,
including electric cookers and can collect suitable
items at a time that suits you. Please call them on
01252 616998. They say their telephone is often
busy so please be patient and try again!
Recycling banks are located around the
district for clothing, textiles, shoes, books, small
electrical appliances, glass, paper and card. Many
of these are operated to generate income for
charities so you are donating just by getting rid of
your unwanted items!
Charity shops are a great way to give
unloved items a second chance. From children’s
games and toys, to household items and clothing,
you can be guaranteed that one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure!
Spectacles are in great need all over the
world and Vision Aid can help get your glasses
there. John Harwood, Brown and White,
Specsavers and Boots Opticians in Fleet all collect
glasses, along with The Optician in Odiham and
Brown and White in Hook.
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Your household pack is on its way

Hart
District
Council will
be sending
out an eight
page
recycling
and waste
services
guide to all
households
in the
district.
The guide
will contain
useful
information
about all of the
different types
of services
available to
residents; from
glass and
gardening
recycling,
through to
what you can
and can’t put
in your blue
recycling and black general waste bins.
You will also find information about local recycling banks in Hart
and what you can and can’t recycle at them. If you’re looking for
extra space for your recyclables then the guide shows our latest
bin pricing and special offers.
Guides will be landing on your doorstep during the first week
of April.

Could you
be a waste
prevention
community
champion?

Would you like to meet new
people, learn new skills and share
your knowledge and know-how
with your local community?
If so, Hampshire County Council
are looking for volunteer
‘champions’ to help spread
messages about how people can
save money by throwing away less
food and successfully making
compost at home.
Champions will be involved in
passing on tips and advice to help
local residents make the most of
the food they buy, in turn helping to
reduce the amount of waste
disposed of in the county.
The type of activities you could
be involved in as a champion are:
l Giving talks to interested groups,
such as community groups,
students and businesses.
l Identifying and attending local
events to promote food and

garden tips and advice.
l Leading groups in activities to
show how they can reduce food
waste through smart shopping,
meal planning, storage and using
leftovers in new recipes.
l Demonstrating how to make
compost.
l Contributing to articles for
websites, community newsletters
and the local press.
If you are comfortable speaking
to groups of people from all
backgrounds and believe that you
could use your enthusiasm to help
change their habits, this could be a
great opportunity for you.
Volunteers will be asked to
commit around 30 hours over a
year, which could include some
evenings and weekends. An interest
in food and/or prior experience of
home composting would be helpful
but not necessary as full training will
be given. You will be supported by
staff and other volunteers.
Applicable travel expenses will be
paid and volunteering can be a
rewarding way to learn new skills,
gain confidence and obtain
references to help with further
career development.
For more information email
waste.prevention@hants.gov.u
k, or call Zoe Cooke on 01962
832286 or Mike Culver on
01962 846764.

Waste
collection
calendars
go online

Since the launch of the new
website in 2014 do you know
how to look at your waste
collection dates?
Here are a few simple steps
to help you find your way:
l Visit www.hart.gov.uk/myarea
l Enter your postcode in the
grey search bar and select
your address from a drop
menu
l From there your next
collection dates will show in
the box below
l To view the full annual
calendar select the ‘View full
collection schedule’ black
tab
l Please select the print
friendly version to have a
one page calendar for your
collections to print out.
If you are having trouble
viewing your waste
collections online, or they
don’t show, email
waste-management@
hart.gov.uk
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Hart encourages
residents to tackle
puppy farming

Hart District Council has joined
other local authorities across
England in a pledge to help stamp
out the sale of commercially farmed
puppies.
The campaign, launched by Pup Aid, is
backed by every major animal welfare
organisation in the country, 77 MPs from
across the political spectrum, and 110,000
members of the public who signed an epetition calling for action to be taken.
Puppy farms are being used by pet shops
and dealers in England with dogs being bred
purely for profit and without any thought for
the health, welfare, and quality of life of both
puppies and parents.
These puppies are usually kept in horrific
conditions, unvaccinated, unsocialised,
removed from their mothers too early, then
sent long distances cross-country and sold
en masse – usually poorly and riddled with
painful disease – to pet shops, private
dealers, and for sale through websites.
Failing to tackle puppy farming leaves
potential dog owners unaware of the
puppy’s background, unable to see the
puppy interacting with its mother to assess

Free dog
microchipping

Did you know that all dogs will
legally have to be microchipped
by law in 2016?
From the 6 of April 2016, all
dogs must be microchipped and
registered to an approved
database by the time they are 8
weeks old. For every dog that is
currently not microchipped, you
will have until 6 of April to get
them microchipped and
registered on an approved
database.
Ahead of the new law, the Hart
District Council Dog Warden
service is offering all Hart
residents a free microchipping
service for their dogs.
If you would like more
information, or to book an
appointment with the Dog
Warden please email
dog.warden@hart.gov.uk or
call 01252 774421.

Are you a local
dog walker?

If so, do you know that we
supply free dog poop bags?
In an aim to reduce dog fouling
across the district Hart District
Council have supplied free dog
poop bags at most local Parish
Council offices and at our
Council offices based on
Harlington Way in Fleet.
If you would like more
information please email
dog.warden@hart.gov.uk or
call 01252 774421.

www.hart.gov.uk

Advice from Hart District
Council’s Dog Warden Lynn Byfield

her temperament and what that may
indicate about the puppy - including the risk
of aggressive behaviour and other serious
behavioural problems in later life, and
oblivious to the health ramifications of the
environment in which the puppy was bred.
Owners, often young families, are
frequently left both financially and
emotionally damaged when these sick pups
require expensive veterinary treatments,
abandoned in rescue, or, at worst,
euthanasia. Although Hart does not have
any pet shops or licensed breeders which
sell puppies or kittens the Council still feels
very strongly about this campaign.
Commenting, Cllr Adrian Collett, Portfolio
Holder for Regulatory Services, said: “Pets
can provide a huge amount of enjoyment
but sadly we very often see dogs
abandoned within Hart because they have
been an impulse buy, became sick or
become a burden to their owners.
“We would encourage everyone to give
thorough consideration before taking on any
pet. Make sure you do your research so you
aren’t left to deal with the financial and
emotional wreckage.”

l Always think very carefully before committing to a new pet as they can be
expensive to care for and demand large amounts of your time.
l Ask to see the puppy’s mother, which should be present.
l See the puppy in its breeding environment and ask to look at the kennelling
conditions, if they were not raised within the breeder’s house. If you suspect the
conditions are not right, then do not buy the puppy.
l For a pedigree puppy always go to reliable and reputable Kennel Club Assured
Breeders. If you want to find breeders currently with puppies visit the Kennel
Club's Find a Puppy website. For more information on the Kennel Club Assured
Breeder Scheme, or call 0844 463 3980.
l Be prepared to be put on a waiting list – a healthy puppy is well-worth waiting
for.
l Ask if you can return the puppy if things don’t work out. Responsible and
reputable breeders will always say yes.
l Be suspicious of a breeder selling more than one (maximum two) breeds, unless
you are sure of their credentials.
l Consider alternatives to buying a pedigree puppy like getting a rescue dog or pup.
Hart holds a list of potential owners and we will contact you if a suitable dog
becomes available.
l If you become aware of a disreputable dog breeder within the area please report
them to the Dog Warden at Hart District Council.
Advice from Hart District
Council’s Dog Warden Lynn Byfield

DON’T

l Buy a puppy from a pet shop – these have often come from puppy farms.
l Pick your puppy up from a ‘neutral location’ such as a car park or motorway
service station. This is a common tactic used by puppy farm dealers.
l Buy a puppy because you feel like you’re rescuing it. You’ll only be making space
available for another poorly pup to fill.
l Be fooled by a Kennel Club pedigree certificate. These are often faked by puppy
farmers who are already operating illegally and have no qualms about forging
paperwork. The majority of puppy farmers will not register their litters with the
Kennel Club. If in doubt check with the Kennel Club.

Case study of a found dog: Amy’s story

Amy the Rottweiler was found in
Blackbushe Airport by a man walking his
dog in the dark on 24 November 2014
at around 6.30 pm.
She was laying down under a bush and
could not even stand. The man carried
her all the way back to his car and drove
her to the nearest vet. Hart District
Council received a phone call from the
vet saying she had been put on a drip
because she was so unwell. We did not
know if she would be alive in the
morning.
Amy was the name the vet gave to
her, she was suffering with pyometra
which is an infected womb and if not
treated very quickly can kill a dog, She
also had a very low body temperature
and was severely underweight.
Amy survived the night and had an
emergency hysterectomy to remove the
infected womb. She also needed a blood
transfusion and stayed at the vet for
three days, as she still could not stand.
Amy went straight to a foster home
who did wonders with her and slowly
Amy started to eat and drink and put a

DO

It’s a dog’s dinner!

Binfield Dog Rescue has been going for 40 years.
Brian, who runs the rescue centre, is pictured with
our Dog Warden Apprentice Sammy and one of
the dogs needing a forever home, a Staffordshire
bull terrier called Sally.
Brian said he is always very happy to receive our
donations of dogs food and is surprised at the
generosity of the people of Hart.

Amy as she arrived at the vets
(above) and Amy now (left, wearing
the coat) with her forever family

little weight on. After all she had been
put through she still has a wonderful
temperament and a great character.
Amy is now microchipped and with
her forever home living with two more
Rottweilers and a black Labrador. They
all get on very well and play a lot.
Amy still is not out of the woods yet
as her blood count still is not as it
should be, but she is slowly improving,
although she may have to stay on
steroids for the rest of her life.
Please note that if a dog ever has a
blood transfusion it must always wear a
special blue disc issued by the vets. This
is because if the dog is involved in an
accident and is given blood again it will
kill it unless the new transfusion blood is
specially treated. This information has
also been put on as an alert against her
microchip info.
Last thing to say is a big thank you to
all those people who followed her story
on our Facebook page and those of you
who donated money towards our vet
bill for her. The total amount donated
was £720.

Dog Wardens invited to celebrate
outstanding ‘Gold’ achievement

Our Dog Warden Lynn Byfield and Samantha
Holmes our new Dog Warden Apprentice went up
to London in December to celebrate our
achievement of obtaining our Gold Footprint Award
from the RSPCA for the third year running.

Pictured: Middle left Lynn Byfield and
middle right Samantha Holmes
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A breath of
fresh air in Hart

Air quality across Hart remains
good and has been shown to
comply with all national standards.
Hart’s latest Local Air Quality
Management Report shows that all
national air quality targets, for seven
key air pollutants, have been met
across all areas of Hart.
The most significant pollutants
within Hart continue to be linked
to vehicle emissions - nitrogen
dioxide and (PM10) particulates.
The level of these pollutants has
remained constant over the last six
years. Studies estimate that in the
UK, 29,000 premature deaths are
caused by poor air quality.
All local authorities are required
by law to undertake annual
monitoring of air quality and report
compliance to central government
and the European Union.
Hart District Council’s
Environmental Health Team
continually monitor air quality at 11
locations across the district, and at
new development sites, to ensure
air quality standards are maintained.
Further information can be
found on the website at
www.hart.gov.uk/pollutionnuisance or by contacting the
Hart Environmental Health
Team by email
eh@hart.gov.uk or 01252
774421.

Hart District Council has
recently received an
increase in the amount of
enquiries regarding rats.
As we all have a legal
responsibility to ensure that our
homes and gardens are kept free
from rodents we have provided
the following advice.
How can I tell if I have a rat
problem?
You may not actually see any rats,
but you will almost certainly see
the traces they leave.
Holes: rat holes are about
80mm in diameter and are
usually found outside in compost
heaps, under sheds, in hedge
banks or similar. Inside buildings,
the rat makes nests in wall
cavities or under floor boards.
Runs: rats tend to use certain
routes regularly and so create
pathways or ‘runs’.
Droppings: the number of
droppings, their position and age
may help to identify where rats
are abundant, and where they
are moving and feeding.
Common rat droppings are
between 10mm and 20mm long
and often found in runs.
Signs of damage: signs of damage
include gnaw marks, half-eaten
food and damaged packing. The
more rodents there are, the
more damage you will see.

Why do we need to control
rats?
There are three main reasons
rodents must be controlled:
l They can transmit many
diseases to humans, including
salmonella (food poisoning)
and Weil’s disease
l They contaminate food and
food preparation surfaces
l They cause damage by
gnawing woodwork, water
pipes and electric cables.
How can I prevent rat and
mice infestation?
Householders can assist in
preventing an infestation by
taking a number of simple
precautions:
l Keep your home in good
repair; rats only need a gap of
15mm to access buildings
l Remove potential nesting sites
by keeping yards and gardens
clean and tidy, and by cutting
back overgrown areas
l Ensure drain covers are in
place and in good repair

l Seal gaps around heating and
water pipes
l Ventilation bricks and slots
should already have a fine wire
mesh protection. If this is
worn, replace it externally with
3.15mm insect mesh
l Do not leave household waste
where rats can get to it, close
dustbin and composter lids
l If you have a compost heap,
position it on a hard surface
such as on open jointed bricks,
paving slabs or a fine steel
mesh which will allow the
liquids to drain away
l Secure any gaps beneath your
external buildings such as
sheds and garages
l If you have chickens or birds
make sure that you store their
food securely. When feeding
them, don’t scatter the food
on the ground where rats
could easily get to it.
The Council offers a service for
dealing with rats. There is a
charge for this treatment in both
domestic and commercial
premises. A discount may be
available if you are in receipt of
certain benefits.
If you would like to make an
appointment for our pest
control contractor to visit
your property, call 01252
774421.

Cookery skills for
over 55s continue

Hart District Council has recently
run its third series of Community
Cookery Skills.
The scheme is aimed at men
over 55 years of age who are
single or finding themselves
increasingly having to take on the
responsibility of cooking, due to
the ill health or infirmity of their
spouse or partner.
The courses recognise the part
that good nutrition has to play in
maintaining health and wellbeing,
while also providing an informal
and social atmosphere in which to
learn new skills. The most recent
course was held in September in
Odiham, with more sessions
planned for March/April and
autumn this year.
In a friendly relaxed atmosphere
participants can consider:
l how to cook a range of simple
meals from start to finish
l food shopping ideas
l food hygiene and storage
l importance of healthy eating to
your health and wellbeing.
If you would like to attend our
next course, or know someone
who might, contact Jackie
Priestman on 01252 774421 or
email jackie.priestman@
hart.gov.uk. The courses are free
but must be booked in advance.
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Do you need a
helping hand?

Village and Community agents in Hart are on
hand to help and support older people across the
district.
The schemes, funded by Hart District Council
and Hampshire County Council, aim to help older
people stay informed, safe and independent in
their homes. Both projects work closely with Age
Concern Hampshire to signpost older people to
the appropriate service to help meet their needs.
The village agent project operates in Hook,
Odiham, Crondall, and Church Crookham. The
recently launched Community Agent project
operates in Blackwater, Eversley, Fleet and Yateley.
If you, or a loved one, would like more
information about either of the schemes please
contact 01962 892451 or visit
www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/ourservices/village-agent.html. Both projects are part
of a wider initiative to improve the health and
wellbeing of residents across Hampshire.
Could you offer a helping hand?
Both schemes are always looking for volunteers
and becoming a Village or Community Agent
provides a great opportunity to develop skills,
meet new people and become involved in the
local community.
If you would like to know more about
becoming a Community Agent please contact
Bruce White on 07813 368260 or email
bruce.white@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk
If you are interested in becoming a Village Agent
in other rural areas of Hart, get in touch with
Gail Allen on 01962 892443 or
gail.allen@ageconcernhampshire.or.uk

www.hart.gov.uk

Hart becomes a
Fairtrade district

The journey began
almost four years
ago when students
from Courtmoor
and Heatherside
schools gave a
presentation to Cabinet and
asked the Council to take the
lead in a campaign to achieve
Fairtrade Status for Hart. On
24 September we received
official Fairtrade status.
Barnabas Balint, former student of
Courtmoor school, said: “It’s great
that the Council has supported
students by leading this campaign
and it’s very exciting that Hart has
been granted Fairtrade status.
“I am incredibly proud to see
how something that started as a
simple idea in a lesson has
progressed into this success, which
is having such a positive and farreaching impact.”
Fairtrade ensures a fair price for
producers and 58 developing
countries now benefit from the
International Fairtrade System. The
range of Fairtrade goods available is
growing rapidly. You can support
Fairtrade by purchasing these
products, just look for the Fairtrade
mark.

How the Council supports
Fairtrade:
l We’ve passed a resolution to
support Fairtrade and to serve
Fairtrade coffee and tea at
meetings and in our offices
l We’re working in partnership
with businesses to promote
Fairtrade products. Many shops,
cafés and restaurants now sell
Fairtrade products. Local
workplaces and organisations
also use Fairtrade products in
their offices
l We’re continuing to raise
awareness of Fairtrade by
holding events and telling people
about Fairtrade
l The district has an active Steering
Group and if you’d like to be
involved please contact
enquiries@hart.gov.uk

Keeping Hart
healthy in the future

We have identified three key priorities from
the Hart Health and Wellbeing strategy to
focus on in 2015.
Falls Prevention: We will be focusing on
the prevention of falls and the impact a fall can
have on an older person and their immediate
family. Our Steady and Strong classes, held at
our leisure centres, are one feature of our
developing falls strategy.
Healthy Weight: 61% of adults in Hart
are above a healthy weight, i.e. having a BMI
above 25. We want to help reduce this so that
Hart becomes a fitter, leaner district. We want
to encourage residents to become more
physically active, by using their local leisure
centres, by joining in with our healthy walks
and by encouraging everyone to get moving
for 30 minutes every day.
Smoking in Pregnancy: A surprising
number of pregnant women (11%) report
smoking at the time they deliver their baby.
We think this is because people are
unaware that cigarettes contain toxins that can
restrict the essential oxygen supply to the
baby, causing their heart to beat harder, making
them more likely to be born prematurely. Low
birth weight is one of the main causes of
illness and disability in babies, and increases the
risk of cot death by four times if mothers have
smoked between one and nine cigarettes a
day. This risk increases with the number of
cigarettes smoked.
We want to help pregnant women
understand the risks and will be launching
initiatives to help them to give up smoking.

Making Hart a dementia friendly place

For the past year Hart District Council
has worked closely with Andover Mind
and Fleet businesses to make Hart a
dementia friendly District.
In February last year, Fleet became the
first Dementia Friendly High Street in
North Hampshire. Hartley Wintney is
also in the process of becoming a
Dementia Friendly High Street.
We want to encourage more
businesses to join these initiatives and
become members of the Dementia
Action Alliance. Staff members will
receive dementia awareness training and
the logo businesses display in their shop
windows will show that their members
of staff know how to support customers
with dementia.
Dementia is not a natural part of
ageing, but statistics show that the
prevalence of dementia in people over
65 is one in 50 and by the age of 90, this
increases to one in three.
So it’s important that we continue
working with others to make Hart a
dementia friendly district, giving people
affected by dementia, and their families,
the confidence to take part in activities
that are important to them.
Shopping has been identified by the
Alzheimer’s Society as the most common
activity that people with dementia do in
their local area, followed by socialising,
eating out and leisure activities such as
going to the park, library or cinema.
Our aim is for people with dementia
to continue living well in the community.
The Andover Mind project is now
coming to an end, but we will continue
working with the business community,
the voluntary sector and care homes in

the district. The Council will continue to
be part of the Dementia Action Group
(DAG) and the manager of the Freeland’s
Croft Nursing Home has agreed to take
this group forward by:
l Providing dementia training to local
groups and organisations
l Running a Memory Café in
partnership with Fleet Town Council
l Working with schools to make
children aware of dementia so that
they understand what might be going
on with their grandparents, family or
neighbours
l Producing a monthly newsletter.
Many support groups already exist
throughout the district and more, such as
Hartley Wintney’s Forget me not café,
are being established.
To find out what is available near you
please see the directory on the Hart
Access to Advice website at
www.hartaccessto
advice.org.uk/directory
Making Hart dementia friendly means
getting the whole community involved
and dementia awareness sessions are
available for everyone to attend.
For more information and to see
which sessions are available in your
area please visit
alzheimers.dementiafriends.org.uk/
websession
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End to paper
counterpart to
driving licences

From 8 June, DVLA will no
longer issue the paper
counterpart to the photocard
driving licence. This means that
existing paper counterparts will
no longer be valid.
Drivers who hold a paperonly driving licence (issued
before the photocard in 1998)
remain valid and should not be
destroyed.
In 2014 the DVLA launched
their online driving service at
www.gov.uk/view-drivinglicence which allows GB
driving licence holders to view
their driving record online. The
service is free and easy to use.
Drivers can check what type of
vehicles they can drive and any
endorsements (penalty points)
they may have.
For more information visit
www.gov.uk and search for
‘driving licence’.

Don’t feed the fatberg!

Some 6.7 million drains get
blocked each year in the UK and
6,000 homes and gardens flood
with sewage in the Thames
region each year due to
blockages.
Thames Water is warning residents
not to flush items down their sink and
toilet, to prevent potential flooding in
the area.
They advise:
l Never pour oil and fat down the
sink. When it cools it sets, hard
clogging your pipes
l Don’t flush face, baby or cleaning
wipes as fat and wipes combine to
create a stinking pipe-blocking
‘fatberg’
l What you flush could come back up
through the toilet, sink or manhole,
flooding your home or a neighbour’s.
Remember: Bin it, don’t block it!
For more information visit
www.thameswater.co.uk/tw/
common/downloads/ literaturecompany-information/
binitdontblockit.pdf

Crack down on Blue
Badge misuse in Hart

Hart District Council’s Parking Team have
undergone training to ensure action is
taken to tackle Blue Badge misuse and
fraud in disabled parking areas within the

Myth-buster:

l Wet wipes do not break
down in the loo as they are
made of plastic. Even if the
packaging says ‘flushable’ they

District. The Council is working in
partnership with Hampshire County
Council and Portsmouth City Council.
During October we inspected more
than 50 blue badges and retained nine to
send back to the County Council, the Blue
Badge issuing authority, for possible
enforcement action. The infringements

Our green and pleasant land...

Leafy lanes and a multitude of beautiful
mature trees help to make Hart a green and
pleasant place that is much loved by residents
and visitors alike.
The downside is that once the rich palette
of autumnal glory has been shed, the clear up
needs to start and this is no small task for
our gallant teams of street cleaners and
gardeners.
So it’s a pleasure to report that a new
approach has been trialled which appears to
be both efficient and cost-effective.
In addition to providing a 16 tonne ‘hired
in’ road sweeper to cope with seasonal
demand, the team purchased a power brush
that could operate from one of its ride-on
mowers. This enabled the sweepers to collect
in excess of 480 tonnes of leaf matter last
year, which exceeded the total cleared in the
same period in 2013 by 147 tonnes. The
operation also resulted in a 56% reduction in
leaf-related customer enquiries received
during the winter.
Sadly, our leafy lanes also attract
unacceptable levels of fly tipping. This illegal
and irresponsible behaviour spoils our natural
environment, diverts our cleansing teams

from their work and comes at a high cost.
The good news is that recorded instances
of fly tipping have reduced year on year since
2011/12, reflecting Hart’s dual efforts in
educational campaigns and enforcement.
The bad news is that the recent trend has
been for large-scale fly tipping, often of
asbestos or other hazardous waste.
The public’s help in reporting incidences is
always appreciated, especially where it leads
to a successful prosecution.
If you would like to report any issues
in your area or to report fly tipping,
go to hart.fixmystreet.com

Virtual parking permits now available in Hart

Hart District Council has announced a new,
virtual way to pay for parking across the District.
People can now buy virtual, ticketless, season
permits for the duration of 7 days, 1 month, 3
months or 12 months across various locations in
Hart. These permits allow you to park without
paying each time you visit a location.
This is the first phase of introducing online,
ticketless parking in Hart. The next phase of this development will be making
all resident permit schemes virtual.
For more information about the permits and a full list of locations, visit
www.hart.gov.uk/parking

should never be put down the
toilet
l Running the hot tap and
pouring washing-up liquid down
the sink won’t prevent fats or
oils from blocking your pipes.

included people using someone else’s
badge; people using a stolen badge, and use
of expired badges.
In addition to receiving a penalty charge
notice, holders could also receive a formal
warning or face prosecution for fraudulent
use, depending on the severity or
frequency of the offenses.

New drug law
is introduced

A new offence of
driving under the
influence of certain
controlled drugs
above specified
limits will come
into force on 2 March 2015.
This includes some prescription
drugs and over-the-counter
medicines. The new law will make it
easier for the police to arrest
drivers who drive after taking illegal
drugs or abuse medicinal drugs.
Certain medicines may affect
your ability to drive. If you currently
take medication that could be
classed in this new law please ask a
pharmacist or GP to see if it is legal
to drive while you are taking it.
Always follow the advice of a
healthcare professional and read
the accompanying leaflet when you
take your medicine.
For more information please
visit www.gov.uk and search
for ‘drug driving’.

In total, around 70,000 people have Blue
Badges in Hampshire, and each year the
County Council issues around 22,000
more to ensure that people with the most
severe mobility problems continue to be
supported, so that they can get around
more easily.
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Hart youngsters are being ‘Challenged
& Changed’ by pioneering new course

Report those grot spots!

You can do your bit and report an eyesore, such as this grafitti in Mitchell Avenue

Safer North Hampshire
Community Safety Team is
urging residents to do their
bit this spring and report
any environmental issues to
the Council, including
graffiti and fly tipping.
The Community Safety Team
will be holding a special Graffiti
Focus Week in April, where
members of the team and a
professional contractor will be
removing graffiti from across the
district.

Graffiti will also be removed
from private property, subject to
property owners’ consent.
To help prevent areas from
being targeted, property owners
can plant climbing shrubs on
exposed brick walls, plant hedges
in front of wooden fences and
install security lighting.
Cleaning up environmental
issues as quickly as possible can
help give residents pride in the
places they live, and also prevent
issues reoccurring.

You can report graffiti and
other environmental issues
to the Council by visiting
hart.fixmystreet.com
To report graffiti direct to
the Community Safety
Team you can email
communitysafetyteam@
communitysafetynh.org or
phone 01252 774476.
Find out more about the
work of Safer North
Hampshire by visiting
www.safernh.co.uk

Young people from the Hart area
who are at risk of entering the
criminal justice system have been
taking part in a pioneering new
course, called Challenge & Change,
run by the Safer North Hampshire
Community Safety Team.
The ASDAN accredited course
runs over four sessions, and sees
the young people’s views and
attitudes challenged by local
Community Safety Officers, guest
speakers and visits to local
organisations.
Young people are referred on to
the course by local police officers,
schools or courts. Over the
duration of the course, topics
covered include anti-social
behaviour, victims, consequences of
behaviour, as well as looking at fire
setting and dangerous driving.
Young people also visit the cells

in a police station, attend a
magistrate’s court and take part in
the ‘Inside Out’ programme at
Winchester Prison, which sees
them meet individuals who have
ended up behind bars.
Local agencies involved include
Hart District Council, Hampshire
Constabulary, Hampshire Fire &
Rescue Service, HMP Winchester
and North Hampshire Magistrates.
Once the young people have
successfully completed the course
their behaviour is monitored, and
further support offered if needed,
including referrals onto local youth
groups and activities.
For more information on
Challenge & Change you can
visit www.safernh.co.uk, email
communitysafetyteam@com
munitysafetnh.org or call
01252 774123.

Community Safety Officers to receive
training in restorative practices

Safer North Hampshire has recently been approved as a
centre for Restorative Practice by City and Guilds.
Community Safety Officers are currently undertaking
the course which will educate them to Diploma level,
making them specialist practitioners in all areas of
restorative practice. Safer North Hampshire will, once
staff have completed the Diploma, be able to offer this
valuable qualification out to partner agencies.

Community 17

www.hart.gov.uk

Celebrating 800 years of Magna Carta

The Odiham Society is holding some
fantastic events to celebrate the
Magna Carta. Everyone is welcome to
enjoy Living History at King John’s
Castle as Odiham spearheads
Hampshire’s commemoration of the
800th anniversary of the sealing of the
Magna Carta in 1215.
A week of exhibitions and events will
culminate with the recreation of a 1215
village during the holiday weekend of 22-25
May.
Re-enactors will step back eight centuries
to live as the community supporting the
castle would have done, with cooks, smiths,
fletchers, scribes, sergeants at arms, archers,
knights and many others going about their
business in the dress and manner of those
days.
The village will be open Saturday, Sunday
and Monday from 11am to 4pm, with a daily
re-enactment of King John meeting the
deputations of barons and demonstrations of
martial skills.
Magna Carta Festival will begin on
Saturday 16 May with the unveiling of the
Odiham Embroidery, a community project
involving more than 50 stitchers, and the
opening of Magna Carta Exhibition. A
Magna Carta Concert will follow in All Saints
Church that evening.
There will be a medieval market in
Odiham on Friday 22 May, with a grand
procession through Odiham beginning at
6:30 pm. Visitors may also wish to follow the

Support your
farmers’ market

‘Supporting local’ seems to
have become the new ‘buzz’
phrase in recent times.
We are lucky to have many
fantastic local entrepreneurs
throughout Fleet, Hartley
Wintney and surrounding areas,
selling a wide variety of
produce and crafts.
Buying local supports small
businesses in our area and
ensures our communities can
thrive.
Fleet Farmers’ Market on
Elvetham Heath provides the
perfect outlet for local
businesses to sell their high
quality produce.
Stallholders, some of whom
are local to Fleet, sell a variety
of honey-based products,
sausages, pork, beef, game,
bacon, vegetables, curry sauces,
preserves, bread, pies, fudge,
fish, eggs, olives and plants.
It is well worth a visit to see
the talent in your local area!
Venue: The Key Car Park,
The Key, Elvetham Heath
Time: 10am to 1.30pm
Dates for 2015:
l 11 April
l 9 May
l 13 June
l 11 July
l 8 August
l 12 September
l 10 October
l 14 November
l 12 December

Odiham Art Trail and Manor Ale Trail, which
will both run throughout May and June and
will include Greywell, once part of the
medieval manor of Odiham.
Living History at Odiham Castle on 2325 May will be something special! The
Feudals Living History and local re-enactment
groups will recreate village life of 1215 and
local people are encouraged to dress up and
enter into the spirit of the occasion as they
return to the time of Magna Carta.
There will also be John Pinkerton boat
trips from Odiham Wharf, where a canal
boat rally will bring a different sort of colour
and excitement. A multitude of Morris sides
are also descending on Odiham, North
Warnborough and Greywell to celebrate
Magna Carta, so that the High Street, Bury
and public houses will resound to the sound
of music and dancing and jingling bells and
clashing staves.
Two additional events in June will complete
Odiham’s celebrations of Magna Carta. First,
on 7 June there will be a grand picnic beside
the River Thames at Runnymede for families
and individuals who have made the journey
from Odiham by foot, canoe, bicycle, car or
coach. Those participating can then visit
Magna Carta Memorial at Runnymede as
well as the Air Force Memorial.
Sunday 14 June will be the last major
celebration.
The day starts bright and early with ‘Bells
on Sunday’ on Radio 4, featuring bell ringing
from All Saints Church, Odiham at 5:45 am.

At noon, the Greywell Handbell Ringers will
reignite proceedings in the Bury at Odiham
before a cascade of bell ringing begins at
12.15pm. The cascade will recall and
commemorate King John’s journey of 1215
as churches along the way to Windsor and
Runnymede join in.
Local people can gather in the Bury to
hear the bell ringing, enjoy entertainment and
refreshment, and wear their medieval clothes
once more. This leads to a LiberTea at 3pm,
when church bells across the country will
ring together to celebrate the liberty and
freedoms everyone enjoys today.
Displays explaining Magna Carta will
be circulating around schools from
January onwards and full details of all
events and lots of history may be
found on
www.odihammagnacarta.com

Community defibrillator
installed at football club

Fleet Spurs Football Club have raised funds to invest in a
potentially lifesaving defibrillator – and they have made it
accessible to the local community.
They have converted a changing room at the club in Kennels
Lane into a secure room for the defibrillator, meaning that it is
readily available to players, supporters, visitors and the
community 24/7.
When someone has a cardiac arrest, early access to CPR
defibrillation is essential to significantly increase the chance of
survival. According to the British Heart Foundation, every
minute that passes without CPR and defibrillation reduces the
chance of survival by 10%.
Inspired by Fabrice Muamba’s survival from sudden cardiac
arrest, Michael Gurrie – who at the time was the clubhouse
manager – said it should be mandatory that every sports
facility had a defibrillator.
So when he passed away suddenly in December 2013, his
wife Shelagh, son Kierin and daughter Johanne decided to raise
money for a defibrillator in his memory. With the support of
family, friends, club committee, members and supporters, they
have been able to achieve this.

Would you like to
be a firefighter?

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service is
seeking new recruits in Fleet, Hartley
Wintney, Odiham and Yateley for its oncall firefighter team.
Successful applicants, who are
available from 8am to 6pm on
weekdays, will receive full firefighter
training and respond to a wide variety
of incidents including fires, road traffic
collisions, and animal and water rescues.
Applicants can be male or female and
should live or work within four
minutes’ travel time from the fire
station, enabling them to respond
promptly to emergency calls.
To apply please visit the website at
www.hantsfire.gov.uk/work-withus/about-our-careers/on-callretained-firefighter-vacancies

Case study: Step by Step charity

David came from a complex family
background and was unable to stay longterm with either his mother or father.
He came to Step by Step, the charity for homeless
people, with heavy drug use and in the early stages
struggled with the expectations placed upon him. He
was on the verge of having his opportunity at the
charity terminated. He was given a second chance to
turn things around and he has done so to an
outstanding level.
David began to engage with the activities and
training offered at Step by Step which led to him
being ready to take part in the Princes Trust course.
During the 12-week course David visibly
flourished. His drug use reduced considerably, he
was motivated and had a new lease for life. He now

has a steady girlfriend and has began to enjoy a
sense of stability for the first time in his life.
David completed the Princes Trust course and
then successfully obtained a Work Apprenticeship in
Frimley. David has been on his apprenticeship for 11
months and has gone from strength to strength and
it has helped to give him a positive sense of identity
and purpose.
David celebrated his 21st birthday recently and
was amazed how different his life has become. He is
a true example to others and living proof that young
people, given the opportunities and encouragement,
can thrive regardless of their circumstances.
To find out more about the work that
Step by Step does, go to
www.stepbystep.org.uk

Aiming to
improve
access to
advice for
people across
Hart district

Hart Citizens Advice Bureau
(CAB) has set up Hart
Access to Advice – using
funding from the Big Lottery
Fund – which aims to
improve access to advice for
people across Hart District.
The CAB is working in
partnership with a range of
groups across the district,
such as Hart Voluntary
Action, Children’s Centres,
GP surgeries, community
centres and local councils
including Hart District
Council, to promote
accessibility and signposting
to support services that are
available locally.
The goal is to develop
advice services throughout
the Hart District by creating
‘Gateway Access’ covering
four main topics;
l debt
l welfare benefits
l housing
l employment.
For more information or
to view the website go to
www.hartaccesstoadvice.
org.uk
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We have online solutions for most
of your Council service requirements

Hart District Council has been
developing its online solutions to
help you access services from the
comfort of your own home. Visit
www.hart.gov.uk to access a range of
services listed below.

Apply for it:

Residents
l Council Tax
l Housing Benefit
l Planning application forms
Businesses
l Apply for a temporary traffic regulation
order (TTRO)

Report it:

Save time Go online

l Apply to register your food business
online
l Business licensing fees and application
forms
l Planning application forms
l Virtual parking permit

l Anti-social behaviour reporting form
l Challenge / representation against a
Penalty Charge Notice (PCN)
l Environmental Health Reporting Form
l Report a Missed Bin Collection
l Report an Issue with a Tree
l Report a Suspected Planning Breach

Pay for it:

l Business rates
l Council Tax
l Garden waste
l Housing benefits overpayment
l Parking enforcement
l Parking top ups

Don’t forget to stay up to date on
current projects and find out the
latest news by ‘liking us’ on
Facebook: /HartDistrictCouncil or
‘following us’ on Twitter:
@HartCouncil

Calendar of Council meetings open to the public 2014/15
THE timetable here
shows when council
meetings take place.
Important decisions are
taken at Cabinet and
Council meetings.
Members of the public
are always welcome to
attend these meetings to
see how their council
operates.
Please see our website,
www.hart.gov.uk to view
the agenda for specific
meetings.
All meetings are held at
the Civic Offices,
Harlington Way, Fleet
GU51 4AE.

HartNews

Hart News is published by
Hart District Council,
Civic Offices, Harlington
Way, Fleet GU51 4AE.
Tel: 01252 622122

Editorial: Amy Summers:
Tel: 01252 774460
E-mail: hartnews@hart.gov.uk
Advertising:
Spot On Media Ltd.
Tel: 0845 004 0683. Email:
info@spotonmedia.co.uk
Designed by:
Deep South Media Ltd.
www.deepsouthmedia.co.uk
Printed by: Newsquest Media
(Southern) plc, Weymouth

Hart District Council accepts
no responsibility for the claims
made by advertisers. The views
presented by the advertisers
are not the views of Hart
District Council.
Hart News is printed on
paper from sustainable forests.

MEETINGS

DAY

Cabinet

Thurs

Licensing Committee

Tues

Planning (Enforcement) Sub-Committee
Overview & Scrutiny Committee
Audit Committee

2

Thurs

Council

Planning Committee

APR

30

Wed

8 & 29

Tues

21

Mon
10am
Tues

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUG

SEPT

4

2

6

3

21 (Annual)

25

30

27

17

15

12

16

21

18

5

23

7
6

24

1
9
7

15

22

NOTES: 1.
Dispatch of Agendas is on Tuesday.
2.
Unless otherwise specified, all meetings will commence at 7pm.

Contact Centre and
General Enquiries:

01252 622122

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs:
8.30am-5pm, Fri: 8.30am-4.30pm

Can we help?
www.hart.gov.uk

Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator . . . . . 01252 774256

Building Control (Building Regulations) . . 01252 774419

Community Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774476

Council Tax Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Business Rate Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Council Meetings (Committee Services) . . 01252 774141

Countryside Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 623443

Dog Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421
Out of hours Dog Warden Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 677 0678
Environmental Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421

Fly Tipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 622122

Grounds Maintenance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 622122

Home Energy Advice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774420

Housing Benefit Claims/Enquiries . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Housing Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774420
Out of Hours Emergency Homelessness Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0845 677 0678

Civic Offices,
Harlington Way,
Fleet, Hampshire
GU51 4AE

Local Land Charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774133

Leisure & Environmental Promotion . . . . . 01252 774468
Frogmore Leisure Centre, Potley Hill Road, Yateley 01252 873454
Hart Leisure Centre, Hitches Lane, Fleet. . . . . . . . . . 01252 629974
Licensing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774496
Noise – out of hours message service . . . . . 0845 677 0678

Parking
Car Parking Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252
Penalty Charge Notice Payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252

625990
625991

Pest Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421

Planning Application Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774419

Planning Policy Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774118

Trees – Protected Tree Enquiries. . . . . . . . 01252 774275

Voter Registration and Elections . . . . . . . . 01252 774077

FOR ALL OTHER SERVICES PHONE . . . . . 01252 622122
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Election update
Save the date -

The UK Parliamentary elections (also known
as the General Election), alongside the Hart
District Council Ward and Parish elections,
will be held on 7 May 2015.

Local elections:

Wards
The Council holds ‘elections by thirds’. This
means that there will be one seat available in
each on the 11 wards in Hart. This year is
the first round of ‘thirds’. The Councillors
elected for each ward will be announced on
the council website following the count.

Parishes
Hart District Council will also be running
elections on behalf of Parish and Town
Councils. Please see below the parishes that
will be included in the election.
l Blackwater & Hawley Town Council
l Yateley Town Council
l Eversley Parish
l Bramshill Parish
l Heckfield Parish

l Mattingley Parish
l Hartley Wintney Parish
l Hook Parish
l Rotherwick Parish
l Odiham Parish
l Winchfield Parish
Your local polling station will be named on
your polling card when you receive this in
the post before the election. More
information on where to vote can be found
www.hart.gov.uk/wards-polling-stations

Would you like to help out on election day?
Have you ever wondered how an
election is run? Interested in taking
part?
In the run-up to the elections and
on election day, the Hart District
Council Elections team need
additional helping hands. The
following positions are available:
l Presiding officers
l Poll clerks
l Postal vote assistants
l Counting staff
The duties of each position can
be viewed on our website
www.hart.gov.uk/get-involved along
with the fees paid for each. Fees

Don’t lose your
chance to vote

Have you recently moved? If so, make sure
you don’t lose your chance to vote.
You can only vote at an election or
referendum if you are on the electoral
register. To register to vote, or update your
details (if you move for example), visit
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

paid are the same across
Hampshire and are agreed by the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight
election fees working party.
If you are interested, please
complete the online application
form at www.hart.gov.uk/electoralregistration-staff-application-form
Please note: we also require a bank
details form (found on our website)
which is then to be scanned and
emailed in to us via
elections@hart.gov.uk.
If you would like to speak to the
Elections Team, please call 01252
774077.

Will you be abroad when the next
election is held? If you are unable to vote at a
polling station on 7 May you can also apply
for either a postal vote, or for a proxy vote
(where somebody votes on your behalf).
Please visit www.gov.uk and search
‘voting’ for more information.
All results will be announced on the
Council’s website www.hart.gov.uk
following the count.

Meet your local councillors
Brian Blewett
Blackwater & Hawley
Liberal Democrat

Adrian Collett
Blackwater & Hawley
Liberal Democrat

Bob Harward
Blackwater & Hawley
Liberal Democrat

Chris Axam
Crookham East
Community Campaign Hart

Gill Butler
Crookham East
Community Campaign Hart

James Radley
Crookham East
Community Campaign Hart

Simon Ambler
Crookham West & Ewshot
Community Campaign Hart

Tony Clarke
Crookham West & Ewshot
Community Campaign Hart

Jenny Radley
Crookham West & Ewshot
Community Campaign Hart

John Bennison
Fleet Central
Community Campaign Hart

Wendy Makepeace-Browne
Fleet Central
Community Campaign Hart

Alan Oliver
Fleet Central
Community Campaign Hart

Ian Lewis
Fleet East
Conservative

Stephen Parker
Fleet East
Conservative

Sharyn Wheale
Fleet East
Conservative

Perdi Forster
Fleet West
Conservative

Steve Forster
Fleet West
Conservative

Richard Woods
Fleet West
Conservative

Anne Crampton
Hartley Wintney
Conservative

Sara Kinnell
Hartley Wintney
Conservative

Tim Southern
Hartley Wintney
Conservative

Brian Burchfield
Hook
Conservative

Rob Leeson
Hook
Independent

Mike Morris
Hook
Conservative

John Kennett
Long Sutton
Conservative

Ken Crookes
Odiham
Conservative

Stephen Gorys
Odiham
Conservative

Stuart Bailey
Yateley East
Liberal Democrat

Graham Cockarill
Yateley East
Liberal Democrat

David Neighbour
Yateley East
Liberal Democrat

Myra Billings
Yateley West
Liberal Democrat

Gerry Crisp
Yateley West
Liberal Democrat

Colin Ive
Yateley West
Liberal Democrat

