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Waste and recycling

Puppy farming special

Chairman’s Charities

There will be changes to your bin
collections this Christmas. For
more information see page 10

See our information regarding
registered dog breeders on
page 13

Cllr Sharyn Wheale has chosen
her 4 charities for her civic year.
See which ones on page 18

Celebrating Edenbrook Country Park
Over a thousand local residents joined
in with a family funday in September
to celebrate the opening of the new
Edenbrook Country Park.

superb facility which gives the people of Hart a great
place to enjoy fresh air, exercise and get close to
nature.

“The health and wellbeing of our residents is
paramount, and we will continue to grow and develop
the park as a destination that is accessible to all. My
thanks to the Countryside Rangers and Berkeley
Homes for organising this fantastic event.”
The funday saw the opening of the new BMX pump
track, a unique facility in Hart, where professional
BMX riders showed off their skills and helped people
to have a go themselves.Visitors also showed off their
skateboarding skills on a mobile half pipe and had a go
at some graffiti art with a professional artist.

Cllr Sharyn Wheale (Chairman of HDC) alongside Tony Pidgley
(Chairman of Berkeley Group)

The event marked the official handover of the
Country Park from Berkeley Homes to Hart District
Council with an official ribbon cutting ceremony
and the opportunity for local residents to take part
in a host of fun filled activities, that all of the family
enjoyed. Cllr Sharyn Wheale, Chairman of Hart
District Council, said “Edenbrook Country Park is a

During a relaxing stroll around the rest of the park,
people discovered chainsaw artists creating a magical
dragon, outdoor yoga sessions with Everyone Active,
and enjoyed the wonderful wildlife at the park by
following a wildlife trail.
Edenbrook Country Park was created by Berkeley
Homes as part of the Edenbrook Village development.

A new vision for the Council
The council has adopted a new long
term Vision to 2040 with the help of
residents, community groups,
business leaders and partners.
The Vision is for Hart: ‘To become
the best place, community and
environment to live, work and
enjoy’
The Vision provides a clear direction
for Hart and will help to improve

The park provides a beautiful setting with meadows,
hedgerows and wetlands in a peaceful environment.
For more information about our country parks and
open spaces please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/countryside-nature

our use of resources and align our
strategies to reach the outcomes our
communities deserve. The Vision will
also now inform further work on
the corporate plan and future work
programming.
The Hart District Council Vision
2040 was adopted at full council in
September and the document can be
viewed on our website
www.hart.gov.uk/about-council

Hart local plan update
Lastest update:
The Inspector is currently
considering the responses to the
recent consultation on the various
modifications that we had agreed with
him.
He has indicated that he believes that,
subject to the consideration of the
representations received, he may have
his report ready towards the end of
November.

Provisionally the Plan could be
considered by Cabinet on 2 January
and by full council on 30 January 2020.
However, these timings are estimates
and are subject to the Inspector’s
deliberations on the responses to the
modifications consultation.
For more information please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/local-planexamination-2018/19
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News

Keep in touch
with the Council

Hart District Council want to make
it easy for residents to get in touch.
If you have a general enquiry, you can
contact us by calling 01252 622122 or
emailing enquiries@hart.gov.uk
You can also connect with us on our
online profiles (managed during office
hours).
Like us on Facebook:
/HartDistrictCouncil
/HartCountrysideServices
/HartEnvironmentalHealth
Follow us on Twitter:
@HartCouncil
@HartCountryside
@HartForBusiness
Follow us on Instagram:
@HartCouncil
Connect with us on 		
LinkedIn:
/Hart-District-Council
Subscribe to us on 		
Youtube:
Go to www.youtube.com and
search Hart District Council

£4.3 million funding secured to create a
green grid in Hart
Hart District Council has secured funding totalling
£4.3 million to create a green grid, which will
provide a corridor for sustainable transport in
Fleet.

The scheme aims to provide environmental improvements,
whilst delivering sustainable transport solutions by
connecting the residential, transport and employment
centres of Fleet, Hartland Village and Farnborough.
Not only will the scheme see a range of new transport
solutions, such as cycle ways and electric vehicle charging
points at Fleet Pond, there will also be additional cycle
infrastructure improvements at Fleet station from a
£800,000 contribution from South Western Railway.
Hartland Village developer, St Edwards, has also allocated
£800,000 for ecological improvements and education for
visitors at Fleet Pond.
Patricia Hughes, Joint Chief Executive at Hart District
Council, said: “I’m delighted that we have been successful
in this innovative bid. We’ve been working with our
project partners to make sure that this scheme joins up
all elements of growth, such as housing, employment and
transport. In Hart’s 2040 vision, we focus on creating a
more connected environment through effective walking,
cycling or road and rail transport links. Our aim to achieve
this is by creating green corridors between all settlements.
This is just the beginning of this green grid and I look
forward to seeing the project progress.”

The majority of the funding has been provided by
Enterprise M3’s Local Growth Fund, with a £1.4 million
grant and a loan of £700,000.
Speaking about the scheme Kevin Travers, Head of
Transport, from Enterprise M3 said: “The theme of clean
growth and encouraging healthy and dynamic communities
is crucial to our Local Industrial Strategy, the vision for
growth in our area that we are presently developing.
“The first phase of Hart District Council’s green grid
will improve connectivity between major transport hubs,
aerospace companies and the new housing development at
Hartland. Importantly bringing forward new and improved
walking and cycling links before the new homes are
occupied. This will be a cornerstone in our sustainability
work as we move increasingly towards smarter technology
and more carbon-neutral modes of travel.”
Works are planned to begin in Autumn 2020 and will be
delivered in stages completing in Summer 2021.

News

Reducing single use plastics in Hart
Hart District Council has been leading the way,
alongside our partners Sky Ocean Rescue and
Surfers Against Sewerage, to try and tackle the
growing issue of single use plastics (SUP’s).
It is estimated that over 100,000 marine mammals and
turtles and over 1 million sea birds are killed by plastic
pollution each year. A hundred and fifty plastic bottles
litter each mile of UK beaches and micro plastics float
openly within our waters.
We are all aware of the recent high media campaigns
and television programmes that highlight these issues
and it makes for sober reading. However, we can all do
something positive and make a change to stop this today.

Here at the council offices we have already eliminated
our use of single use plastic cups in all of our meeting
rooms and staff have been offered reusable water
bottles. Hart District Council are also registered on
refill.org.uk as a ‘station’ where you can get your water
bottle refilled within working hours.
In addition we are working with our community
champion to go into schools and local businesses to help
educate and inspire people to reduce their use of SUP’s.
For more information on Surfers Against Sewerage
please visit www.sas.org.uk/about-us or for
more information on Sky Ocean Rescue please visit
skyoceanrescue.com

There are simple things that will make a huge difference
that you can consider, such as taking a reusable water
bottle to work or on day trips out. The next time you
visit your favourite coffee shop, take your own resuable
mug. Take sustainable shopping bags to the shops and
supermarkets and buy loose fruit and veg to avoid the
pre-packaged plastic bags. Say no to plastic straws and
take a washable lunch box to work with you.You could
consider buying your shopping from one of the number
of shops that do not use SUP’s and offer refill stations.

Domestic violence and abuse advocacy service in
hospitals
The scheme is now delivering a new programme in
conjunction with Hampshire and Dorset hospitals. DVA
Advocates visit patients on the wards, listen to and assess
their needs and offer advice and support. The advocates
can signpost patients to appropriate services and make
referrals.
Changing the view of domestic abuse and building
resilience in the community
The council is also supporting our two providers to deliver
schemes that aim to change the way communities respond
to domestic abuse. These schemes offer training to people
in the community who wish to improve their knowledge

There are now
over 70 good
causes signed
up to the Hart
Lottery.

Hart Lottery
tickets cost just £1 each and 60p
goes back to local good causes. Each
ticket has a 1 in 50 chance of winning
a prize every week. This includes an
incredible £25,000 jackpot prize if all
six numbers are matched, as well as
various other cash prizes.

A new garden
community Shapley Heath

Hart supports domestic abuse services across the South

Home security and support for survivors
Our target hardening scheme supports survivors of
domestic abuse to remain safely in their own homes by
installing home security products such as window alarms
and door locks and by providing personal support with
safety planning and accessing other domestic abuse services.
Since the start of the scheme in 2014, we have supported
over 600 survivors to remain in their own homes across
Hampshire. Any residents in Hart who feel they would
benefit from this service can contact the Hampshire
Domestic Abuse Advice Line on 03300 165 112.

Over 70 good
causes signed up

The Lottery is free for good causes
to join. Further information on how
to sign up and play can be found on
the Hart Lottery website at
www.hartlottery.co.uk

You could join in with one of the many litter picks either
in land, (as often these plastics find a way to our water
courses) or on a beach. If we all make these changes, our
planet and oceans will have the chance to recover.

Hart District Council has worked in partnership with Stop
Domestic Abuse and YOU Trust since 2015 and has recently
secured further funding of £1.3 million to continue this
important work.
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of domestic abuse and learn a better way to respond to
survivors who may share their experience. As a Hart
resident or someone who is working in the community in
Hart you can access the Ask Me scheme being delivered by
Stop Domestic Abuse. If you are interested in finding out
more, see the article on page 15, or contact
AskMe@stopdomesticabuse.uk
Diversity and inclusion workers
The South Coast Making Safe Scheme also supports two
diversity and inclusion workers who are based in a refuge in
Dorset. This refuge provides accommodation and support
to people who need a different type of service than regular
refuge provision. The workers are based in Dorset, but
refuge space is available to anyone from any region who
would meet the criteria for referral. This could be male
survivors, or families with teenage boys or people from
marginalised communities. To access this refuge, you can
contact YOU Trust on 0800 032 5204

A report providing the background to
the Garden Community Programme,
which the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) recently announced Hart
District Council would be part of,
was considered by Hart’s Cabinet on
7 November.
The report outlined the strategic
approach, to take forward the garden
community programme at a local
level, based on
• key principles
• a proposed governance structure
and
• a funding structure to enable the
next steps.
The report does not seek to predetermine the planning position with
regard to a potential new settlement
in Hart as a future growth option.
However, it does put in place the
potential governance arrangements
for the opportunity of a new garden
community to be explored at Shapley
Heath as part of the MHCLG Garden
Community Programme.
Answers to frequently asked
questions about Shapley Heath and
the Garden Community Programme
can be viewed on our website
www.hart.gov.uk/gardencommunity
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Countryside

Join in and
volunteer with the
Rangers

A wealth of wildlife at Bramshot Farm
In early August, Bramshot Farm Country Park
was home to a fantastic “bioblitz” event.

There are many
fantastic green spaces
to visit across Hart,
from Fleet Pond and
Elvetham Heath, to
the woodland
Volunteers at Fle
et Pond
pastures of Odiham
Common and open heathland at
Hazeley Heath.
With the addition of Bramshot and
Edenbrook Country Parks to Hart’s
portfolio of sites, it is a great time to
keep active and go green, by signing up
as a volunteer.
Come and join in with practical
activities such as surveying, habitat
conservation and construction projects,
making your own decisions on how
often you would like to help out. It is
a great opportunity to give something
back to your local wildlife, learn some
new skills and meet friends along the
way!
To find out more about how you could
get involved email
countryside@hart.gov.uk

A number of records were of special interest, including the
signs of badger activity on the site, as they have not been
previously recorded using the country park. Two spectacular
species of spider were also recorded on the site - the wasp
spider and raft spider.

Visitors enjoying the birds of prey display

The “bioblitz” involved members of the public enjoying
guided wildlife walks led by experts, while carrying out
wildlife surveys and recording the species found. The
findings were coordinated by the Hampshire Biodiversity
Information Centre (HBIC), which means they become
official records.
The recording began on an evening after sunset, when a
bat walk took place. Five bat species were recorded during
the walk, including noctules, which are the UK’s largest bat
species with a wingspan of up to 40cm. A moth trap was
also placed out on the woodland edge, with the moths then
identified the following morning.
Over the course of the day surveys for butterflies, insects,
birds, reptiles, plants and trees were undertaken. Also on

Winter - Spring 30NOV10AM-11:30AM 7 DEC10AM-12:30PM

Events
Calendar

display were birds of prey and a demonstration of bird
ringing. In total 477 different species were recorded across
Bramshot Farm and records ranged from roe deer through
to six different species of ant!

Festive Wreath Making
at North Warnborough Hall

£30

Volunteer Day Pine Pulling
at Elvetham Heath

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 16+

An enthusiastic group of young volunteers and adults took
part in a butterfly walk around the central meadows. In
total 13 species of butterfly were recorded, which was
very impressive, especially given the hot, dry weather in
the preceding weeks, which meant many butterflies were
already finished for the year. Of particular note was the
record of small heaths, which was once a much more
familiar sight in our countryside. They have declined in
numbers in recent years and many colonies have been lost
altogether, so their presence at Bramshot is very welcome.
All of the information collected will be used to inform a
new management plan for the country park, to ensure that
the habitats on the site are managed in a positive way for
wildlife.
Our next Bioblitz event will take place at Edenbrook
Country Park in June. Please see our guided walks section
for more information. Bramshot Farm Country Park is
located between Fleet and Cove near to Junction 4a of the
M3.

Monthly Marvellous Moth Surveys
at Bramshot Farm Country Park
APR 9AM - 10:30AM
MAY 9AM - 10:30AM
JUN 9AM - 10:30AM

17
29
19
SUITABLE

2019 - 2020

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 16+

Elvetham Heath Ranger
Ramble

Bramshot Farm Country
Park Ranger Ramble

Mini Beasts Bug Hunt
at Fleet Pond

SUITABLE
FOR
ALL AGES

SUITABLE
FOR
ALL AGES

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 5+

History Ramble
at Fleet Pond

Nature Craft
at Edenbrook Country Park

Fleet Pond Ranger Ramble

BIOBLITZ
at Edenbrook Country Park

Teddy Bears Picnic at
Bramshot Farm Country
Park

SUITABLE
FOR
ALL AGES

SUITABLE
FOR
ALL AGES

SUITABLE
FOR
UNDER 1’s

PER PERSON

FOR
ALL AGES

18FEB10AM-11:30AM 7APR10AM-11:30AM 15APR1PM-2:30PM 2MAY9:30AM-11:30AM 9 MAY5:30AM-7:30AM

£3.50
PER CHILD

Slithers Safari
at Hazeley Heath

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 8+

£3.50
PER PERSON

Dawn Chorus
at Odiham Common

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 8+

£5

PER PERSON

14MAY1PM-3PM 26MAY12PM-3PM 16JUN10AM-11:30AM 20 JUNE ALL DAY 25JUN11AM-1PM
SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 8+

£3.50
PER PERSON

SUITABLE
FOR
AGES 5+

£3.50
PER CHILD

£2.50
PER CHILD

All events require advanced booking and payment. All children must be accompanied by an adult. All ages are guides, please email for
further information. To book on or request further information please email countryside@hart.gov.uk or visit www.hart.gov.uk/guided-walks

Countryside
Wildflower scheme mapping across Hart

Wildflowers in Yateley

The Countryside Services team
have been working in partnership
with organisations such as Parish
Councils, Friends of Groups and
Schools to create a number of
wildflower meadow areas across the
district.

These are located on road verges, in
parks or in other amenity spaces in
Fleet, Church Crookham, Odiham,
Yateley and Hook. This is an ongoing
project, with new areas created
where opportunities exist, while
existing areas are managed and
enhanced as needed.

non-native species. The non-native
species still provide nectar and
increase the visual amenity of the
sites. The character of each area is
different and while many species are
common to all meadows, some areas
have developed a different species
composition.

The schemes are not only beneficial
to biodiversity but are also visually
attractive. The flowers are used
for nectaring by bees, butterflies
and other insects and these in turn
provide food for birds and mammals
such as hedgehogs.

These areas have been very
popular and are part of the
council’s commitment to enhancing
the environment through the
Biodiversity Action Plan.

The meadows have been created
using seed and pre-grown
“wildflower turf” and are made up
of a variety of species. The majority
are native species, although some
of our more urban schemes include

In order to make these areas more
accessible to people we will be
developing an interactive mapping
layer on the council’s website that
will show where the schemes are
located, who owns and manages the
scheme and what species of flowers
are present.

The Dormice of West Green Common
Scrabbling through the leaf litter as the russet autumn
steadily approaches; you would be forgiven for expecting
West Green to be deprived of our endangered hazel
dormouse, given the mass of jagged edged hazelnut shells
betraying the dominance of the aggressively territorial grey
squirrel.
The last year of monitoring, however, has given credit to
our ongoing management of the woods, with 5 juveniles
being found last November and another male found
just last month. Whilst stable populations exist in much
of Europe, the neglect and abuse of our countryside,
hedgerows and woodlands over the years means that in
Britain, the humble hazel dormouse is at risk of extinction.
As such, it has been classed as a UK BAP (Biodiversity
Action Plan) priority species since the 1990s and protected
by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Finding juveniles
as we did at West Green last year is a huge success, as
it shows they are using the site for breeding, but it also
means we have to think very carefully over how we
continue to manage the site in the years to come.
The coppice at West Green is primarily hazel, with a few
hornbeam coppice stools that we have been experimenting
with over the last few years. Hazel starts fruiting after
about 7 years and will not then decline in its production
until it reaches 15 to 20 years, so in order to maintain
an understorey productive for wildlife, we try to keep a
chequerboard rotation of small coppice coupes leaving
around 14 years between cuts. This all serves to mimic the
natural trampling disturbance of large animals which have
been absent from our island’s woods for millennia, and
from continental Europe for centuries.
Though the six and a half feet high aurochs (an extinct
species of large wild cattle) no longer topple young saplings
and promote the suckering growth of a coppice stool, our
ancestors have been mimicking them since long before they
finally succumbed to extinction. There is an ancient
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Edenbrook Dragon
roars to life

Have you seen our new dragon at
Edenbrook Country Park?
Carved by chainsaw artist Rob
Beckinsale, this new play feature
was created for imaginative play for
children of all ages. Sporting several
saddles, children can have fun riding,
climbing and clambering all over this
fearsome beast.
Now owned and managed by Hart
District Council, Edenbrook Country
Park is set in 82 acres of meadows,
wetlands and hedgerows and is a
fantastic place to go for a stroll, dog
walk or family picnic. The new dragon
adds to its charms and sets off the
beautifully carved notice boards,
which Hart Countryside Services also
recently installed.
As the park grows and develops, we
intend to add more play features,
making it a lovely place for families to
visit, and children to play in the fresh
air. Watch this space!

Green flag success
causeway known as the Sweet Track in Somerset, built with
a great deal of coppiced timber, it is believed to have been
built in 3807 and 3806 BC. Though these predecessors
managed woodland primarily for product, they
coincidentally came to maintain the functions of absent
keystone species, and helped sustain a healthy ecosystem
dynamic that had co-evolved over aeons.
For the dormouse populations teetering on the precipice
of extinction on our Isles, this means they have become
intricately reliant on our management regimes to ensure
their survival in the absence of those more complete
ecosystems. In a similar vein of human caused destruction,
clearance of woodland and former persecution has
deprived our countryside of the handsome pine marten,
and thus of the primary limiter on squirrel populations. In
the absence of this natural predation, how are we then to
limit the competition of the unhindered grey squirrel, and
secure ample food sources for our dwindling dormice for
the future?
In the meantime, Hart Countryside Service will continue
to manage West Green Common for the benefit of this
charismatic species. Hopefully, we can go a little way to
helping the Hazel Dormouse survive.

Fleet Pond Nature Reserve has been
recognised by the Green Flag Award
Scheme as one of the best in the
UK. The Pond joins Hartley Wintney
Central Commons which has retained
the green flag for the past 5 years and
Elvetham Heath Local Nature Reserve
which has retained the flag for the past
6 years.
The Nature Reserve is among a
record-breaking 1,970 UK parks and
green spaces and 131 in thirteen other
countries around the world, which
received a prestigious Green Flag
Award – the mark of a quality park or
green space.
This international award, now into its
third decade, is a sign to the public that
the space boasts the highest possible
environmental standards, is beautifully
maintained and has excellent visitor
facilities. For more information about
countryside visit www.hart.gov.uk/
countryside-nature
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Housing

Supporting rough
sleepers
Our Engagement and Support Team
continue to take a comprehensive
approach to preventing homelessness,
and our No Second Night Out
procedure continues to be
implemented across the council. This
delivers a robust and rapid response
to reports of anyone rough sleeping,
and our Engagement and Support
Team offer advice, support and
accommodation where appropriate.
Local residents are easily able to report
any concerns about someone sleeping
rough through StreetLink (details
below) which is our preferred method
of contact or you can call the council’s
out of hours number.
We understand that local residents may
wish to offer a helping hand to anyone
who they think is sleeping rough but we
strongly recommend that the best way
you can help is to always report to the
council through Streetlink first.
We have strong partnerships
with services that can offer food,
accommodation and longer term
support which can help
move people away from the streets.
To report a rough sleeper, please
contact StreetLink on
www.streetlink.org.uk or call
them on 0300 500 0914.

Do you need help with adaptations to
your home?
•
•
•

Are you struggling in your own home?
Do you have mobility problems?
Would your life be easier if you adapted
your home?

There are grants available to help. If you or someone living
in your home is disabled you may qualify for a disabled
facilities grant. This grant can go towards the cost of
providing adaptations and facilities to enable the disabled
person to continue living there.
An applicant must be the owner of the dwelling, a tenant or
a landlord may apply on behalf of a disabled tenant. To apply
for a grant you will need an assessment by an Occupational
Therapist.
To arrange an assessment call Occupational Therapy Direct
on 0300 555 1378.
The grants are financially assessed and Hart District
Council will arrange for this assessment to take place
following a referral from the Occupational Therapist. The
Occupational Therapist will identify what works need to
be done based on your need and the grant will only go
towards these works. The council will help with all forms,
draw up plans, arrange contractors and inspect the works
when they are completed.

The kind of works the grant will fund include improving
access to the kitchen, toilet and bathing facilities, access to
the property, possibly ramping, improving access within the
property, for example a stair lift or widening doors. The
maximum grant is £30,000.
The council now also offers Discretionary Prevention
Grants. They are to be used for facilitating timely hospital
discharge, reducing admission to hospitals and residential
care homes and enabling vulnerable residents to remain
safe and independent in their own homes. For works up
to £2,000 there is no means test, but a basic assessment
and recommendations will be required from a health
professional. The types of work these grants may cover
include modular ramping, stairlifts and heating repairs.
If you want to find out more please call the Disabled
Facilities Grant Caseworkers at Hart District Council on
01252 774111 or email housing@hart.gov.uk

Affordable housing development update
During 2018/19, Hart delivered a total
of 128 new affordable homes, 78 of
which were rented and 50 available for
shared ownership.

Dudley Court, Fleet 16 properties providing 1 and 2
bedroom apartments, which are due
to be completed in November 2019.

For out of hours please call
01252 774477. During office hours
call 01252 774420 or email
housing@hart.gov.uk. If you have
any concerns about the immediate
safety and welfare of anyone you
suspect might be sleeping rough then
you should contact the Police on 101

In addition, there are an estimated 213
affordable homes due to be delivered
during 2019/20. Approximately 167
of these homes will be rented and
allocated through Hart’s Housing
Register, and the remaining homes
will be offered to buy for shared
ownership (part buy and part rent).

Oakwood Grange (Croudace),
Hook - 18 properties providing 2 and
3 bedroom houses and a 2 bedroom
bungalow (lifetimes homes) for rent,
and 2 and 3 bedroom houses for
shared ownership. These homes are
due between September 2019 and
March 2020.

Land for traveller
sites

If you have any queries about new
developments please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/housing email
housing@hart.gov.uk or call
01252 774420.

Oakwood Grange (David Wilson
Homes), Hook - 41 properties
providing a range of 1, 2 and 3
bedroom flats and houses for rent, and
1, 2, and 3 bedroom houses for shared
ownership, due to be completed
between October 2019 and March
2020.

Do you know of any land that is
available for a Traveller Site?
If you do, please let us know. We are
currently preparing a mini-local plan for
Traveller Sites and we need to know
what site options are available. Please
submit any sites to us by Monday 16
December 2019.
For further information please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/traveller-dpd or
email planningpolicy@hart.gov.uk
or call 01252 774118

You are also able to find more
information about shared ownership
housing by visiting
www.helptobuysouth.co.uk
The sites providing affordable housing
from April 2019 to March 2020 are:
Edenbrook Village, Fleet 6 properties providing 2 and 3
bedroom homes for shared ownership,
due to be delivered in January 2020.

Guillemont Park (Sun Park),
Farnborough - 62 properties
providing 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments and 2, 3 and 4 bedroom
houses for rent, as well as 2 and 3
bedroom homes for shared ownership.
These properties are due between
September 2019 and March 2020.

Forest Chase (Moulsham Lane/
Broome Close),Yateley 12 properties providing 2 and 3
bedroom homes to rent and 2
bedroom properties for shared
ownership, due for completion in
January 2020.
(Please note that all the above information is
subject to change and some properties may have
been let or sold prior to publication of Hart News).

Housing & Planning

Celebrating rural housing week
The second event was held in Braishfield near Romsey.
There are nine homes here, a mix of 1 and 2 bedroomed
properties, which were completed in 2015. Two of the
homes are for low cost shared ownership, with the rest
being for rent.

In July parish councillors and local residents from across
Hampshire attended two events to celebrate affordable
housing in Hampshire.
The first event was in Sutton Scotney near Winchester to
hear the latest updates from the Hampshire Alliance for
Rural Affordable Housing (HARAH) and have a tour of an
affordable site.
The 15 homes, a mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroomed properties,
were completed in 2018 and provide affordable housing for
people living or working in the village. Four of the homes
are for low cost shared ownership, with the rest being for
rent, with the land provided by Hampshire County Council.
Guests heard from a local Councillor on how the Parish
Council had worked closely with HARAH to address the
need for affordable housing in the village.
HARAH’s new Parish Champion, Jess Bond, gave guests
a very honest account of the challenges facing local
communities when they decide to provide new affordable
homes. Her experience is now being put to good use,
talking to other parishes as they embark on the process.

Guests heard from a local Councillor on how the Parish
Council had worked closely with HARAH over 7 years, to
address the need for affordable housing in the village.
Guests also heard from Hampshire CPRE representative
Dee Haas about the importance of providing the ‘right
homes, in the right place’. Councillor Chris Goss from
Pamber in North Hampshire, where a new housing scheme
is just getting off the ground, told everyone ‘we would have
got absolutely nowhere without HARAH…they are the
experts’.
These 2 schemes form part of close to 500 homes built by
HARAH since 2005. HARAH is a partnership of councils,
housing associations, the national parks and charities in
Hampshire. Homes for low cost rent and shared ownership
have been provided in 50 villages across the county and
provide accommodation for around 2000 people.
HARAH is always looking to work with Hampshire
villages and are keen to talk to Parish Councils, and any
landowners who have suitable land to provide much
needed affordable homes.
For more information visit www.harah.org.uk

Spring affordable home
ownership event
Following on from the success of the
last 5 home ownership events held in
Hart and Rushmoor we shall be holding
another one in Spring 2020 in Hart.
This will be a drop-in event to give
local people the opportunity to
speak to staff from the councils’
housing teams, Government Help to
Buy advisors, solicitors, independent
financial advisers and housing providers
to find out more about the range of
affordable homes available for sale.
Please check the council’s website
and social media posts in the New
Year when the date and venue will be
confirmed.

Neighbourhood
planning update
In October three neighbourhood plans,
Fleet, Hartley Wintney and Hook all
went to referendum to adopt their
neighbourhood plans.
All were successful and the results can
be found online www.hart.gov.uk/
neighbourhood-planning

Our business is understanding yours

At Kirk Rice we take time to understand you and your business so
we can help you grow. With over 30 years experience working with
large and small companies our team is here to guide you and your
company to a successful future.
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Victoria House, 178-180 Fleet Road,
Fleet, Hants GU51 4DA
01252 960 500 | info@kirkrice.co.uk
www.kirkrice.co.uk
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Leisure

Frogmore set to undergo £400,000 refurbishment
improvements in the following months, with works
due to be completed at the end of March next year.

Excitement is building as the refurbishment of
Frogmore Leisure Centre begins this month.
Everyone Active, who manages Frogmore Leisure
Centre in partnership with Hart District Council, has
announced that the centre will undergo a number of

The £400,000 project will result in a range of
improved facilities, including a new dance / group
exercise studio with virtual classes (increasing spaces
by 540 each week), extended gym space with new
state-of-the-art fitness equipment and upgraded
crèche facilities.

refurbishment and over the open weekend. For more
information and updates, please visit
www.everyoneactive.com/centre/frogmoreleisure-centre

To celebrate the refurbishments, Frogmore Leisure
Centre will be hosting an open weekend of free
activities for the whole family to enjoy. A number
of exclusive offers will also be available during the

A new soft play area coming to Hart
A new soft play area is under
construction at Hart Leisure Centre
in Fleet.
Set to open in December, the new
soft play area will be located near the
cafe. Inside the area there will be a
range of play elements that promote
health and fitness by way of crawling,
sliding, climbing, squeezing and
interaction.
With three floors of activities, there
will be a dedicated area for babies
and toddlers on the ground floor,
with more advanced sections for
older children located above.

Dementia Friendly gym sessions
Gym sessions for people with
dementia and carers have been held at
Hart Leisure Centre at Hitches Lane
successfully for nearly two years and
Everyone Active and Hart District
Council would like to welcome all
those who would benefit from these
sessions to come and join us.

We have people join us who have
never been to a gym before but who,
up until their diagnosis, were active
and enjoyed exercising but are now
unable to get out and cycle or go
running alone. The social side of it is
important too and much valued by all
our group.

The sessions are held every Friday
between 1pm and 2.30pm and only
cost £1. Each session is followed by
a get together in the leisure centre’s
café.

If you have any questions please
contact Everyone Active on
0333 005 0134.

For more information about the
opening of this soft play, please visit
the council’s website
www.hart.gov.uk/leisure

Festive family fun in Hart as leisure
centre hosts Christmas Pantomime
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showcasing a ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
pantomime, performed by Chaplins
Gold Pantos. For two hours, families will
be entertained in the magical setting of
Pantoland with Jack and all his friends.

Your Child, Their Journey, Our Focus

Hart Leisure Centre is spreading some
festive cheer as it announces it will be
hosting a Christmas Pantomime for the
first time this year.

The lively and enchanting performance
will take place on Sunday 15 December
at 2:30pm, with doors opening at
1:30pm. Food and drinks will also be
available to purchase at the event.
Luke Charlton, Contract Manager at
Everyone Active, said: “There is nothing
better than a well-loved pantomime to
get the family together at Christmas.
We’re excited to be hosting this for the
first year at Hart Leisure Centre and
we’re sure that this will be an afternoon
filled with excitement and laughter.”

Hart Leisure Centre, managed by
Everyone Active in partnership
with Hart District Council, will be

Tickets are £10 each or £35 for a family
of 4. To purchase tickets please visit the
reception desk at Hart Leisure Centre.

www.yateleymanor.com

Sunday 15th December at 2.30 - 4.30pm
at Hart Leisure Centre Emerald Avenue, Fleet, GU51 5EE

Tickets £10pp / Family (4 people) ticket £35.
For more information and tickets, please contact reception on 03330 050134

A co-educational independent school (2 to 13 years),
building confidence through opportunity

OPEN MORNING
Friday 29th November - 9.15am
01252 405500 registrar@yateleymanor.com

Health & Wellbeing

Top tips to stay well this winter
offer appointments on weekday evenings until 8pm, as well
as on weekends. Contact your practice to find out about
availability of extended access appointments.
Most practices also now offer consultations online – all
you need to do is fill in an easy online form explaining
your problem and you will receive a response within 48
hours.You can even upload pictures if necessary.Visit your
practice website to find out more.
Cold weather can be bad for your health so it’s important
to look after yourself and others during the winter. Follow
these top tips and share them with your friends and family.
Don’t forget your flu jab! It’s free to those who need it
most, or you can get one for a small price at your local
pharmacy. Find out more here www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine
Manage your Medicines! Make sure you have your repeat
prescriptions ordered in plenty of time to avoid the holiday
rush.
Keep Cosy! Keeping warm could help to prevent colds, flu
or more serious conditions. The ‘Hitting the cold spots’
service can help people struggling to keep their homes
warm this winter. Telephone 0800 804 8601 between 9am
and 5pm, Monday to Friday, to speak to the Hampshirebased team from the Environment Centre.

NHS 111 is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. If you
urgently need medical advice or help, but it is not a life
threatening situation, call 111 and speak to a highly trained
advisor.
Remember to look out for older or vulnerable neighbours
and friends this winter. If you are concerned about the
wellbeing of an elderly neighbour or relative, call Hampshire
County Council’s Adults’ Health and Care Team on 0300
555 1386 during the week, or call 0300 555 1373 out of
hours and on weekends.
For more information about staying well this winter go to
www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/five-ways-to-stayhealthy-this-winter

They can arrange a consultation in
a private space to help you decide
what to do for best.

Community Pharmacies are about
a lot more than just making up GP’s
prescriptions and selling paracetamol.
Pharmacists study for five years
to qualify and can offer help and
advice with all sorts of things, from
itchy rashes to runny noses, and a
whole range of other coughs, colds,
bugs and bites.You don’t need an
appointment and often they can
find you the right cream or tablets
straight away.

You might be surprised to know that
services at your local pharmacy can
include things like:
• Flu vaccinations – free for some,
or available for a small charge to
everyone else
• Health advice on a host of minor
illnesses or injuries
• Medicines Use Review meetings
– to discuss your ongoing
medications and make sure
they’re still right for you
• Emergency contraception
• Cholesterol, blood pressure and
diabetes testing
• Asthma and inhaler advice
• Oral health advice.

If you take a lot of prescription
medication and you’re worried that
it’s not working like it used to, or
you’re getting too dependent on

Drop in to your local pharmacy or
go to www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/
nhs-services/pharmacies to find
out more.

Funding success
This Summer Hart District Council
celebrated being awarded £5,678 of
National Lottery funding to help adults
living with mental health conditions to
become more physically active.
The grant is enabling the council to
work in partnership with Everyone
Active Hart Leisure Centre and the
Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS
Foundation Trust to deliver three
10-week physical activity courses for
people who would like to be more
active but who find the idea of exercise
daunting.
Speaking about the project Patricia
Hughes, Joint Chief Executive at
Hart District Council, said: “We are
delighted to have this opportunity
to pilot this new course which has
received an overwhelming response so
far. Thank you to everyone who plays
the National Lottery, we wouldn’t be
able to do this without you.”
For information about the Recovery
College including how to enrol visit
www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services/
recovery/recovery-college. National
Lottery players raise £30m every week
for good causes. For more information
on good causes in your area go to
www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk

If you start to feel unwell, even if it’s just a cough or cold,
don’t wait until it gets more serious. Seek advice from
your pharmacist. If your illness gets worse and you need
to see a GP, practices across Hampshire are now able to

What can your pharmacist do
for you?
it – ask your pharmacist for help.
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We Are Undefeatable
When you’re managing a long term
health condition, adding even small
amounts of physical activity into your
day can make a significant difference:
it all counts and adds up.

as depression and type 2 diabetes; it
reduces the risk of developing some
conditions by up to 40% and can
delay the onset of, and reduce the
severity of, many health conditions.

Being active is about finding what
works for you and working around
how you feel (or around the
unpredictability/ups and downs of
your condition). For example, for
some people, a short walk might
be all that’s manageable one day.
For others it might be swimming or
getting active at home. It all helps.

For the first time ever, 15 leading
health and social care charities have
launched a national campaign and
movement to inspire and support
people with health conditions to be
active. We Are Undefeatable provides
ideas and resources to help you start
your journey to being active if you
are living with a long term health
condition. Find out more at
www.WeAreUndefeatable.co.uk

There is no one-size-fits-all solution.
In fact, there are many, many ways to
be active, including some that people
may not realise actually count.
Over 1 in 4 people live with at least
one long-term health condition and
these numbers are rising.You are
twice as likely to be inactive if you
have a health condition, however
being active can help to manage
over 20 long-term conditions such

For ideas of local activities you could
try ranging from Health Walks to the
Everyone Active GP Exercise Referral
scheme, go to www.hart.gov.uk/
healthy-lifestyles
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Recycle your tree
this Christmas

Give the recycling bin a good stuffing
this Christmas
The turkey and Christmas stockings aren’t the only
things that need stuffing over the festive season –
your recycling bin does as well.

When the time comes to take your
Christmas tree down, if you subscribe
to the garden waste collection service,
please leave it with your container
on your next collection and we will
remove it for composting.
Alternatively, the council will be
opening up a number of collection
points across the district:
• Church Road car park, Fleet
• Crossways Manor car park, Hook
• Ewshot Village Hall
• Yateley Town Council car park
The trees collected will be chipped
and used by our Grounds Maintenance
team in local parks and areas.
Did you know...
Last year a total of 816 Christmas
trees were collected from across the
district throughout January.

Christmas cards, envelopes and present boxes can all be
recycled through your kerbside recycling collection – no gift
wrap though please, as it’s often layered with foil and plastic
and covered in sticky tape, which cannot be recycled.
Don’t forget to include all the usual materials such as
plastic bottles, newspapers, magazines, tins, cans and empty
aerosols in your recycling. Once all the festive cheer is over,
give those empty glass bottles a new lease of life by

recycling them in your kerbside box. Pickle and chutney
always go down well with Christmas dinner, so put any
empty jars along with your glass bottles to be recycled too.
If you do not have enough space you can get a recycling box
from the Council, currently for free. Alternatively you can
purchase a 140-litre bin for your glass.
For further information please visit www.hart.gov.uk

Removal of cardboard bring bank sites
At the start of July the decision to remove cardboard
banks from around the district. This decision followed an
ongoing problem with banks being misused. Users opted
to leave large amounts of cardboard next to the banks
rather than break it up and put it in the banks, making a
mess and encouraging further flytipping.

We appreciate that for responsible users of the site this is
a frustration but would like to remind people that flattened
cardboard can be left out next to your recycling bin for
collection. Please remove any polystyrene and plastic
packaging.

For very large amounts of cardboard (ie. following a house
move) please use the Household Waste and Recycling
Centres at:
•
•
•
•

Springwell Lane, Hartley Wintney
Wade Road, Basingstoke
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough
Ivy Road, Aldershot

For more information about recycling in Hart please visit
our recycling webpage
www.hart.gov.uk/waste-recycling
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Do Christmas differently and save some money Book your bulky
How does a Christmas with less
cost, less stress and less waste
sound? By making a few small
changes you can make a big
difference!
PRESENTS
Give fun not gifts!
Don’t spend hours trawling the shops
buying things for people that you’re
not sure they will even like. For an
unforgettable gift, go for an experience
– like gig or cinema tickets, a meal
out, or spa day – rather than material
things.
Add value
Give someone the gift that keeps
on giving. Memberships and courses,
such as sewing, upholstery, or bike
maintenance give people the chance to
develop a skill as well as indulging in a
hobby or passion. If you are strapped
for cash give vouchers for your time
- a days work in the garden could be
far more popular than something you
can buy.
Buy preloved
Charity shops can be great for gifts
such as books, toys and puzzles –
fantastic for your pocket and the
charity!

FOOD BE REALISTIC!
Love food hate waste
We all do it – buy stacks of food,
spend lots of money and with the best
intention - bin far more of it than we
would like to, only to weigh ourselves
in January and wish we hadn’t.
If you are entertaining or are the host
for Christmas day be realistic about
how much you need. Waitrose provide
online calculators so you can work out
how much food and drink you need
to buy. Open packets as you go rather
than all at the start to avoid waste.
Love your Freezer! Get freezer savvy
and have your containers at the ready
to freeze food that can be frozen. For
more advice please visit
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
article/love-your-freezer

If you are a careful planner and can
afford to donate popular Christmas
items include:
• Advent calendars
• Christmas crackers
• Chocolate coins
• Tinned fruit and veg
• Dried foods such as pasta and rice

Did you know composting at home
for just one year can save global
warming gases equivalent to all the
CO2 your kettle produces annually, or
your washing machine produces in 3
months.
Each compost bin can save 150kgs of
waste from having to be collected and
disposed of.
Hampshire County Council has
teamed up with
www.getcomposting.com to
provide an exclusive offer of home
compost bins and other great green
products.
Check out the Smart Living website
for some practical advice www.
hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/
smartliving/inthegarden

collections online

The council can collect items and white
goods which you may wish to dispose
of for a charge.
Items such as old furniture, sofas,
washing machines, cookers and carpets
can be collected from £36.57 for the
first item.
In the summer the council launched
a new online booking system. To
book your bulky waste collection
online please visit www.hart.gov.uk/
household-waste

Too much glass
for your crate?
You may have more than one crate and
these are currently free.
If you would prefer a wheeled bin for
your glass collection we can supply a 140
litre bin for £32.59. Please contact us on
01252 622122 to order a crate or bin.

Buy a potted tree to use year after
year.

There is a lot of kitchen waste that
can safely be composted so as well
as reducing the amount of waste that
has to be collected and disposed,
producing a natural food for your
garden you can also help our planet.

Do your bit to reduce the amount
of waste sent for disposal. Even
for households that are already
composting, recent research in
Hampshire found that 35% of the
average Hampshire householder’s
waste bin is made up of food waste
and of that 26% is avoidable food
waste.

Food bank
Maybe you haven’t planned your
shop? Maybe you’re at the checkout
thinking ‘do I really need all this?’ Most
supermarkets have a basket where
you can donate items to the local food
bank.

Fantastic NOT Plastic!
By making the right choices we can
dramatically reduce the amount of
plastic we waste this Christmas. Opt
for beautiful paper chains and pine
cones decorated with biodegradable
glitter rather than tinsel.

Home composting, give it a try?

Composting is an inexpensive, natural
process that transforms your kitchen
and garden waste into a valuable and
nutrient rich food for your garden.

Plastic free crackers - These novelties
will be made from card which can be
recycled and contain FSC certified
wooden gifts or other non plastic
treats.

Waste prevention community
events (clothing swap) and ‘Upcycling’
grant fund
classes. There is no set date to apply
In 2018 Hampshire County Council
(HCC) awarded grant funding to
17 projects as part of its Waste
Prevention Community Grant Fund.

Its aim is to help community groups,
charities and small businesses across
Hampshire start, or expand their
activities around household waste
prevention. The projects included
setting up a repair café, a waste
prevention childrens book and
bespoke cooking classes focused on
budgeting and waste prevention.
The good news, following the success
of last year’s grant fund, is that it has
been decided to repeat the project.
Applications are being sought from
local organisations for up to £5,000
to help kick start or expand projects,
products and services which prevent
household waste and encourage
reuse. So far, HCC has had 7
applications which include Swishing

by as the fund is open to Hampshire
residents all year round for as long as
the funding lasts.
Do you know any groups that would
be interested in applying? If so, get
them to email
waste.prevention@hants.gov.uk
to arrange an informal discussion.
For full eligibility criteria and more
information on the grant, including
how to apply and videos of some
of last year’s successful projects
visit www.hants.gov.uk/wasteprevention-community
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Five top reasons for women only networking
Written by Alexandra Wachter

challenges is easier in a supportive environment.
Another thing to bear in mind about women-only
events is that different conversations take place when
there are only women in the room compared to a
mixed group.

Networking is an integral
part of business and I have
attended many mixed, as
well as women only
networking groups, and
here is why I think they are
different:

It’s supportive

It builds confidence

Alexandra Wachter

We all know what a big
step it is to put ourselves
out there to promote our businesses and knowing
that we only need to create conversation with fellow
ladies makes it that much less intimidating.

They get you

Female-only networking feels warm, welcoming and
safe. Being able to relax, being open and honest about

Women-only events make it easier to be yourself;
with others genuinely cheering you on, women report
experiencing a real boost of confidence.

It gets results

Women only networking groups

Second to being supported, is the high level of quality
referrals as the next biggest benefit.

Ladies who Latte – A range of locations, including
Fleet, Farnham and Basingstoke. £5.00 to attend.

It inspires

The Athena Network Group – A range of
locations, including Basingstoke, Fleet, Farnham and
Camberley. Membership costs £20 per month and
non-members pay £28 per meeting.

Hearing the amazing stories of challenges overcome
and lessons learned from other successful business
women is a huge motivator.

Business feature: HMRC launches fresh IR35 attack on
contractors

Free business advice
workshops

Written by Kirk Rice

It has been brought to our attention that, HMRC have
been issuing worrying, scaremongering letters to some
contractors operating their own limited company. We
would advise contractors receiving such letters, to take
professional advice.
Most contractors who provide services through their
own personal service companies, should already be
aware of the changes to IR35 that were applied in the
public sector in 2017, whereby their engagers assumed
responsibility for determining workers’ tax status.
This resulted in many public sector bodies taking an
overly-prudent view, moving many onto payroll, or even
terminating contracts altogether. Similar changes are being
introduced for the private sector shortly.
However, we have been made aware that approximately
1,500 contractors working for a local pharmaceutical
company have recently received virtually identical letters
from HMRC, stating “After looking at the information we
have for the 2018 to 2019 tax year, our view is that the
contract between your PSC and xxxxxxxx comes under
the off-payroll working rules ‘IR35’.”
The letter appears to be speculative, with no review of
individual circumstances and issued on a broad-brush
basis. The letter also gives incorrect advice on how IR35

should be implemented in the private sector, if applicable.
The letters may be designed to cause panic, with select
groups of contractors being targeted, and letters issued
with a hope of generating some income with minimum
effort. These letters should not be ignored as they are
genuinely an enquiry into the fair payment of taxes.
However, if you do receive a letter of this nature, you
should take advice on whether the attack is fair in
your circumstances. Equally, all contractors should be
aware that their working circumstances could be under
scrutiny in the near future. It is therefore important to
ensure that regular contract reviews are taken, and that
working circumstances genuinely do not match those of
employees.You should be paying the fair amount of tax,
which might not be the amount speculatively proposed
by HMRC. We have been made aware that at least two
High Street banks have recently announced they will
be discontinuing use of contractors as a result of these
changes. We await further news.
If this applies to you and you would like to find out more
please call 01252 960 500 or email
info@kirkrice.co.uk to book an appointment or visit
www.kirkrice.co.uk to download our key guide.

These networking workshops
are run in partnership with local
businesses to provide support and
guidance on a range of topics.
Held on the first Thursday of each
month at the council offices in
Fleet, the workshops start with
informal networking held between
9:30am - 10am in the Hart Business
Centre, followed by an interactive
workshop starting at 10am.
Please see below for a list of dates
and topics:
•

•

Thursday 9 January - Start
your Own Business – Is it
for me? - hosted by Inspiring
enterprise
Thursday 6 February - How
to use organisational data
to grow your business hosted by Eisquare

For more information and to book
pleae visit www.hart.gov.uk/hartbusiness-events

Networking events in and around Hart
Hampshire Chamber of Commerce – Regular
meeting across Hampshire. Local events include the
‘Have your cake and eat it’ event.

Meet us here! Coffee and Connect – Meets on
the first Wednesday every month 10:00am - 12:00pm
at Victoria Hall, Hartley Wintney. £10 per meeting.

Fleet for Business – Meets every Thursday morning
between 7:15am and 9:00am at The North Hants Golf
Club, Fleet. Membership costs £40 per month and
non-members pay £12 per meeting.

Business Biscotti – Farnborough Biscotti meets the
4th Wednesday of each month and you can attend as a
guest for £5.

Farnborough Networking – Meets on the third
Thursday of every month between 9:00am and
11:00am at Wings Cottage Restaurant, Farnborough.
£5 per meeting.

Basingstoke Business Club – Meets on the first
and third Friday of each month between 7:15am and
9:00am at Basingstoke College of Technology,

OMNI Local Business Networking – A range
of locations, including Farnborough, Camberley and
Basingstoke. £12 per meeting.

4Networking – A range of locations, including
Farnham, Basingstoke and Guildford. £15 per meeting.

Basingstoke. Membership costs £25 per month and
non-members pay £15 per meeting.
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Are you about to fund illegal puppy farming?
Farms across Europe are breeding puppies at alarming
rates, in appalling conditions and transporting them to
homes in the UK to sell.
These normal-looking homes are a shop-front for
unscrupulous puppy dealing rings who want to sell
you a likely sick and traumatised animal. Always make
sure you see mum and her pups together, and never
buy a puppy if you have doubts about the breeder or
situation - buying the puppy will only fund their illegal
operation.

Tips for spotting a puppy dealers online
advert

•

•

•
•

dealers trying to capitalise on popular terms.
Photos of the puppies may have been used on
other adverts. Right click on the photo, select
‘search Google for image’ and see if it has been
used on other ads.
If the advert says a puppy has been vaccinated check how old he or she is. A puppy cannot be
vaccinated before four - six weeks of age. So, if a
person is advertising a three-week-old vaccinated
puppy, they are lying.
If the puppy is advertised as having a passport, it
has most probably been imported.
Dealers claim they are Kennel Club Registered
to convey legitimacy - but be wary of this, ask for
original documents and check with the kennel
club before buying a puppy.
Promises of ‘free insurance’ and ‘puppy packs’ do
not mean the advert is from a legitimate breeder.

Dealers are using the internet to their advantage
when it comes to advertising and selling farmed
puppies. Make sure the breeder is licensed by the
Local Authority, the breeder must have their breeders
licence on display.

•

If you’re looking to buy a puppy make sure you read
adverts carefully and look out for the tell-tale signs:
• Dealers may use the same contact number on
more than one advert. Try Googling the number
to see if it has been used on any other puppy
adverts.
• Descriptions may have been copied and pasted
and used on more than one advert - try Googling
the description and see if it has been used before,
word-for-word.
• Words like ‘miniature’ and ‘teacup’ can be a sign of

Here are some tips to assist you finding a good
breeder. A responsible breeder will:
• Spend time chatting to you on the phone and
will arrange a time for you to visit to meet their
puppies, along with their mum and siblings, in the
place where they were born and raised.
• Be happy to have more than one meeting to
ensure you and the puppy are compatible.
• Be happy to answer all of your questions and ask
you just as many to make sure their puppies are
going to a good home.

How to find a good puppy breeder

•
•
•

Be happy to use The Puppy Contract.
Be happy to show you their Local Authority
license if they are breeding and selling pets as a
business (to make a profit).
Provide genuine paperwork/certificates for puppy
vaccinations, microchipping (which is a legal
requirement), worming and results for health test
where relevant.

Could you rehome a rescued dog?

Don’t forget, you can also adopt a puppy or dog
from a good rescue center. Every year thousands
of unwanted dogs are found loving homes, a
good rehoming center ensures each dog comes
microchipped, neutered and with a complete health
check.
Useful websites:
www.rspca.org.uk/findapet/rehomeapet
www.bluecross.org.uk
www.dogstrust.org.uk/rehoming

Don’t get caught out with
illegal waste this Christmas
Fly-tipping is the illegal dumping of
waste. It is a crime that damages the
environment, risks public health and
costs the taxpayer to clean up.
Householder responsibilities
• You could face an unlimited fine
if your rubbish is found flytipped – even if you didn’t do it
yourself.
• You must use a licensed waste
carrier to dispose of waste, or
take it to a household waste
recycling centre (hants.gov.uk/
recyclingcentres)
• You must show that you took
reasonable steps to prevent your
waste from being fly-tipped. This
is called your duty of care.
Using a licensed waste carrier
1. Check if your waste carrier is
licensed.You can do this quickly
with their name or licence at
hants.gov.uk/fly-tipping
2. Ask what will happen to your
waste. A licensed waste carrier
should not object to this.
3. Keep a record of their waste

carrier licence number by taking
a photo of the licence or take
a screenshot when you check
online.
4. Keep a waste transfer note or
receipt to say where the waste
was collected from, by whom,
and where it is going.
For more help and advice regarding
fly-tipping please visit
www.hants.gov.uk/
wasteandrecycling/flytipping
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Electric vehicle charging
points in Church Road
This Winter will see the upgrade of the
Engenie Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging
provided in the Church Road Car Park,
Fleet.
The pilot of one rapid charger was a
success and the site will soon have two
brand new rapid chargers.
Hart District Council has worked
closely with the Engenie team. The
inward investment from Engenie has
seen EV adoption rates within Hart
increase, without any spend from the

council. The council also receives a
revenue stream from Engenie.
Residents, business vehicles and visitors
can use these publicly accessible
chargers 24/7, using a contactless bank
card to pay just for the electricity they
have used. The chargers are compatible
with all cars currently available and each
can charge two cars simultaneously.
For more information about council car
parks please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/parking

Small Business Saturday is back
Small Business Saturday is a
grassroots, non-commercial campaign
that helps support local businesses
and encourages people to shop
locally, supporting small, independent
businesses in their area.
The event is held on the first Saturday
of December annually, and so this
year, Small Business Saturday is on 7
December.

This is the sixth year the council has
supported the campaign by offering
free parking.
By supporting the event Hart District
Council aim to positively enhance
the economic climate, and strengthen
town and village centres, creating a
vibrant and lively future.

Hart District Council has agreed to
open up all council owned car parks
for the day, waiving parking charges
in order to support the campaign.

Proposed off street parking charges
Hart District Council is consulting
with Town and Parish councils over
proposed changes to off street car
parking charges for 2020/21, aimed at
offering 30 minutes free parking.

Charging points in Church Road car park, Fleet

This initiative is aimed at supporting
local retail and service businesses
on our high streets and is being
considered on the understanding that
any charges do not have a significant

negative impact on the total car park
income and are financially sustainable.
The council is seeking the views of
local businesses and residents, who
should speak to their local Town or
Parish councils to give their feedback
in the consultation. Responses will
be considered by the council’s
Overview and Scrutiny Committee in
December.
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Increasing awareness of domestic abuse: ‘Ask Me’ in
the community
Hart District Council is working
in partnership with Stop Domestic
Abuse to bring the Ask Me programme
of training to Hart and five other
local authority areas in the East of
Hampshire.

The Change That Lasts Ask Me scheme
is a Women’s Aid programme of training
that aims to contribute towards ending

domestic abuse by supporting everyday
people to become Community
Ambassadors.
Domestic Abuse can occur in all types
of communities and in any type of
intimate or family relationship and it is
often the case that survivors will try
and confide in people they know and
trust to escape the abuse. This could

Community Court update
heard and to influence the outcome.

Volunteers for Hart and Rushmoor
Community Court have now heard
six real-life cases since the court
opened its doors in June.
The 21 volunteers who sit on the
panel hear what has happened
and choose an outcome for the
individual, aimed at diverting the
young person, who has committed a
minor offence, away from crime.
The court, based at the Rushmoor
Borough Council offices in
Farnborough, also gives victims of
crime a valuable opportunity to be

Cases heard so far include
possession of cannabis in a park
in Fleet, possession of an imitation
knife and handling of stolen goods.
The launch of the Hart and
Rushmoor Community Court
expands the work of the Hampshire
Community Court, based in
Basingstoke, which launched in
2016 and is run by Hampshire
Constabulary.
Caroline Ryan, Community Safety
Manager of the Safer North
Hampshire Community Safety
Partnership, said: “Evidence shows
that young people tend to respond
better to their peers of a similar age,
and are more likely to make changes
to their behaviour in future.”

be their friend, their colleague, their
hairdresser, their dentist, in fact anyone
within our community.

The Ask Me programme aims to
increase and widen knowledge,
challenge myths and stereotypes, and
equip people within the community
to know how to respond in a way
that helps survivors. Community
Ambassadors are offered a free 12-hour
training programme that trains them on

how to respond to someone when they
share their experience. It focuses on
listening, believing and guiding people
towards further support.
If you would be interested in finding
out more about the Ask Me scheme
or think you or someone you know
would like to become a Community
Ambassador you can contact Stop
Domestic Abuse on
AskMe@stopdomesticabuse.uk

What is antisocial behaviour
and what can you do about it?
Antisocial behaviour is a phrase used
to describe activities or behaviour
that can affect your quality of life and
may include harassment, joyriding,
verbal abuse, criminal damage,
vandalism, graffiti, threatening or
intimidating behaviour and substance
abuse.
The council’s Community Safety
Team takes all reported incidents
of antisocial behaviour seriously,
working with partner agencies
such as the Police and Housing
Associations.

officer on 01252 774476. In an
emergency always call 999 at the
time.
You can also email the council’s
Community Safety Team on
communitysafetyteam@
communitysafetynh.org or
report online via www.hart.gov.uk

You can report antisocial behaviour
directly to the Police via the 101
non-emergency number, or directly
to the council’s antisocial behaviour

A day in the life of a CCTV Operator
perform camera checks to make sure that they are all
working properly. Any cameras which are displaying a
fault will be logged for the maintenance contractor to
deal with.

Hart District Council have 43 CCTV cameras
operating across Fleet,Yateley, Blackwater, Hook and
Hartley Wintney, all controlled from a shared control
centre at Rushmoor Borough Council in Farnborough.
Operators work on a 4 on 4 off shift of up to 12
hours, with cameras monitored all day and most
of the night. On busier weekend evenings a second
operator will also assist.
Typically, when an Operator starts their shift, they
will notify the Police that they are available, and then

Once camera checks have been performed the
Operator will check emails to see if any footage
requests have come in from Police or the public and
seek to deal with these as and when time allows
during a shift. A footage request would involve
reviewing the specified footage to ensure the camera
recorded what is being requested, burning this to disc
and completing an evidence log to show continuity
of evidence when handed over to the Police or other
party.

During an incident Operators may liaise with the
Police, shops and pubs via radio, working with them to
build up a picture of what is happening, ensuring the
incident is recorded and calling for assistance as and
when needed.
Operators also deal with out of hours calls for Hart
District Council, which may involve noise nuisance,
stray dogs, homelessness or environmental issues.
They will take the details, and if required escalate the
incident to the relevant Hart District Council officer.
At the end of a shift a handover will take place with
the next Operator, summarising what has happened
during the day and whether there are any outstanding
tasks to be completed.

Operators will then pro-actively patrol cameras
across Hart and respond to incidents as and when
they happen or when requested by Police and other
patrolling officers.

Between April 2018 – March 2019 Operators logged a
total of 751 incidents across the Hart area, with 61 of
these contributing to known arrests by the Police.

During a shift the incidents an Operator may have
to deal with vary, including monitoring suspicious
individuals or groups, road traffic incidents, shoplifters
and licensed night time venues such as pubs and clubs.

You can view the locations of cameras across Hart by
visiting www.rushmoor.gov.uk/cctv or to find out
more you can email our Community Safety Team on
communitysafetyteam@communitysafetynh.org
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Blue sign tribute to
local business

Sunday 13 October saw the
culmination of events
commemorating the 90th
Anniversary of the founding of the
company know simply as ‘County’ in
its hometown of Fleet in Hampshire.
Founded in late 1929, by brothers
Ernest and Percy Tapp, County
Commercial Cars Ltd initially made
their name with trucks. However,
what they became best know for
were their tractors which they only
started manufacturing after WW2.
Up to and during the war, County
had produced thousands of trucks
for civil and especially military use.
The company built over 30,000
machines between 1948 and the
early 1980s,
before it
closed its
doors in 1990.
The sign can
be viewed in
Albert Street
in Fleet.

Local residents benefit from new skills
Three brothers from Hart are among the many who have
benefited from a new partnership approach to creating
training and employment opportunities in the construction
industry for local people.
The partnership consisting of Hart District Council,
Hampshire County Council and Berkeley St Edward,
who are building Hartland village, a new development of
1,500 homes in Fleet, are working together to support
construction training funded by the CITB Construction Skills
Fund.
This training is open to anyone who is new to the
construction industry and a number of local residents have
attended these courses. St Edward and their sub-contractors
have been supporting these courses by providing work
experience, apprenticeships and job offers.
There is also an ongoing careers programme, with team
members from St Edward supporting local schools and
colleges in a wide range of activities, from providing mock
interviews to presentations on careers in construction.
Local residents Michael, Ben and Jamie Walker all attended
a two week Construction Skills course in June 2019 and are
now employed at Hartland Village as Groundworkers, with
further training planned.
Ben Walker said: “It’s been life changing. We had been
unemployed for 18 months before doing the construction
course, and we love it!” His brother Michael added: “It’s a
great team, we’re friends with everyone, and they are always
happy to take the time to teach us more”.
As a result of their efforts Berkeley St Edward’s were named
top Investor in Young People in an awards ceremony by
Hampshire County Council on 10 October.
Paul Vallone, Executive Chairman, St Edward, said “This
award highlights our drive to invest in young people. We are
proud to be delivering a programme which is providing so
many opportunities, strongly supported by Hart.”

Project partners alongside the Walker brothers on site at Hartland Village

This work is supported through an Employment and Skills
Plan agreed by Hart District Council and St Edward.
Speaking about the partnership, Daryl Phillips, Joint Chief
Executive at Hart District Council, said: “One of our
priorities as a local council is to enhance residents’ skills and
support employment within the district, and by working in
partnership with Hampshire County Council and developers
such as St Edward, we aim to achieve this.
“These Employment and Skills Plans are designed to set
out a range of targets for providing local employment
and training opportunities. This includes providing work
placements, careers support, jobs for new entrants to the
construction industry and improving the qualifications of the
existing workforce.”
Alongside this Hart District Council has successfully applied
for accreditation from the Construction Industry Training
Board (CITB) meaning that it can work more closely with
other developers to enable further Employment and Skills
Plans. This accreditation also means that it will be able to
access further funding and support whilst working more
closely with the construction industry, local schools and
colleges, and organisations supporting people looking for
work.
For more information about the work of the partnership
and Hart District Council’s Employment and Skills Plans,
please visit www.hart.gov.uk/employment-skills-plan
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Inspiring Enterprise - helping people progress from being out

of work into self-employment, training or finding a job
Case study: Steve Bloyce

Hartley Wintney’s Steve Bloyce was made redundant
from a job in computer hardware in 2018. But he
did not let it get him down, instead he used the
opportunity to take his career in a different direction.
Steve had an accident 4 years earlier and suffered
an injury and was unable to use his arm (a Brachial
Plexus injury). Since the accident he worked and
trained hard to re-gain the use of this arm through
the development of his own bespoke exercises and
excellent medical support.
This life-changing experience inspired him to develop
a business as a Personal Trainer (PT) specialising as
a PT for adaptive athletes. He got in touch with the
Inspiring Enterprise project and with his business
adviser Susan Reviere he embarked on a journey to
turn his experiences into a new business opportunity.

To add to his skills-set, Steve is currently training to
be a physiotherapist and works at Royal Berkshire
Hospital to get the further medical experience to
support his PT business. Alongside his full-time job
Steve is gradually developing his business by providing
PT sessions in the evenings and weekend. You can find
out more about Steve www.mettleplexus.com,
Instagram and Youtube.
His Business Adviser, Susan, commented: “From our
initial meeting Steve was committed and focused
on becoming a specialist PT for adaptive athletes
alongside general PT training. Through regular
business planning meetings we developed a structured
plan to define his business and revenue goals. It was
great being able to work with Steve and I have no
doubt he will have a successful PT business.” The
Inspiring Enterprise project helps people that are

not in work, such as unemployed people, carers and
graduates, to develop their own business. Being your
own boss allows you to work when and where you
want. The project supports you with training courses,
workshop and 1-to-1 business advice and mentoring.
If you are interested in becoming selfemployed, join us at our Self-employment: ‘Is
it for me?’ session on 9 January at Hart District
Council offices, 9am - 11am. To book visit
www.hart.gov.uk/hart-business-events

Personal trainer Steve Bloyce

Gold Pawprint Award won for Free drug awareness sessions
Bookings are now being taken
look for support and which steps to
the eighth year in a row
take if they suspect young people are
to attend a free drug awareness
workshop on 21 November from
7pm - 8:30pm at the Hart District
Council Offices in Fleet.

The session is designed to help
parents and carers know where to

using drugs or becoming involved in
gangs involved in drugs.
To book onto a workshop, email
communitysafetyteam@
communitysafetynh.org

Hook Parish Council scoops five
awards in village of the year
Anne Atkins from Hook Parish Council
Alex the Dog Warden alongside his dog Rouge

Hart District Council Dog Warden,
Alex Blakiston, has secured the
prestigious Gold PawPrint Award,
meaning that Hart has won it for the
past eight years.
The RSPCA PawPrints Awards
celebrate the good practice by
rewarding those organisations who go
above and beyond statutory service
requirements with the aim of achieving
higher animal welfare standards.
Speaking about the award, Patricia
Hughes, Joint Chief Executive at Hart
District Council, said: “I’m so proud
that Alex has won this award. His
dedication to animal welfare is second
to none and this is evident from his
hard work in promoting responsible
dog ownership, dealing with stray dogs,
investigating dog related incidents and
cracking down on irresponsible dog

owners. My thanks to him and the
Environmental Health team for their
continued hard work.”
Now in its 12th year, the category is
awarded in either bronze, silver or gold
standards, to recognise achievements
in Stray Dog Service. Rachel Williams,
senior parliamentary advisor for the
RSPCA, said: “I am delighted that
so many local authorities, housing
providers and other public service
organisations across England are
continuing to prove their commitment
to animal welfare. That they continue to
do so, despite all the current political
uncertainty and huge pressures on their
budgets and staff, is a real testament to
their hard work.
For more information about the
council’s Dog Warden services, please
visit www.hart.gov.uk/dog-warden

Hook won five awards at this year’s
‘Hampshire & IOW Village of the Year’
competition,which was sponsored by
Fullers Brewery.
The awards ceremony for the
annual competition, organised by
the Hampshire Association of Local
Councils, was held at Chandlers Ford
on 25 September.
Hook’s tally of awards included:
• Winner, ‘Excellence in
Community Engagement’ (Steven
Lugg Trophy) for the Hook App
• Winner, ‘Most Inspirational
Person’ - Sue Hinton
• Runner-up, ‘Best Open Space’ for
Hook in Bloom

•
•

Highly Commended, ‘Best
Community Initiative’ for ‘Hook
Books’
Runner-up in the coveted ‘Overall
Best Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Village of the Year 2019’ category,
which was won by Bishops
Waltham.

Anne Atkins, Executive Officer of
Hook Parish Council, said, “These
awards recognise the dedication and
selfless work of the many volunteers
in Hook, who care so passionately
about their village”.
For more information about Hook
Parish Council please visit
hook.gov.uk
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Chairman announces
chosen charities 2019/20
Cllr Sharyn Wheale, Chairman of Hart
District Council, has announced her
charities for her civic year.
The four charities have been chosen
in conjunction with the group leaders
from each political party represented
by the Hart District Council
councillors.
The four charities are:
The Base Youth Centre in Hook The Base provides support and social
interaction to the local community,
with a wide range of activities on offer.
https://thebaseyouthcentre.co.uk
Men’s Shed in Church Crookham
and Fleet – The Men’s Shed offers
a space where men and women can
share the tools and resources they
need to work on projects of their
own choosing at their own pace and
in a safe, friendly and inclusive venue.
www.ccandfmensshed.org.uk
Victoria’s Promise - Their mission,
starting with young women ages 18

Hart News
Hart News is published by:
Hart District Council,
Harlington Way,
Fleet, GU51 4AE
01252 622122
Editorial & advertising enquiries:
Amy Summers
01252 774460
hartnews@hart.gov.uk
Printed by: Reach Plc.
www.reachprintingservices.co.uk
Distributed by: Smart Distribution
www.smartdistribution.co.uk
Hart District Council accepts no
responsibility for the claims made by
the advertisers. The views presented
by the advertisers are not the views
of Hart District Council.
All articles were correct at the time
of printing.
For further information about
Hart News please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/Hart-News

- 45, is to make certain that every
individual going through cancer, is
provided with personalised support
and treatment services that best
increase the chance of survival and
quality of life.
www.victoriaspromise.org
Vision for Youth - Vision 4 Youth is a
charity based in Yateley, that provides
Youth Clubs, Services, training, and
employment in Yateley and the
surrounding areas.
www.vision4youth.org.uk

Make sure you are
registered to vote
Are you ready for the next
General Election on
12 December?

You can register online at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Important dates:
• 5pm 26 November - deadline
to register for a postal vote
• Midnight 26 November deadline to register to vote
It is now the individual’s responsibility
to make sure they are registered
to vote and are therefor on the
electoral register.

You will need to provide your name,
new address, old address, National
Insurance number and your date of
birth.
You need to be on the electoral
register to vote in UK elections and
referendums.
You are not automatically registered
even if you pay council tax.

Speaking about the charities, Cllr
Wheale said: “I’m delighted that
collectively we have chosen four
charities that provide vital services for
a whole range of residents within our
community. I look forward to my civic
year and raising funds for these truly
deserving charities.”
For more information about the
role of the Chairman, please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/chairmancouncil-2019-20

Calendar of council meetings open to
the public in 2019/20
The timetable below shows when Council meetings take place. Important decisions are taken at Cabinet and Council
meetings. Members of the public are always welcome to attend these meetings to see how the Council operates. Please
see our website www.hart.gov.uk to view the agenda for specific meetings.
All meetings are held at Hart District Council Offices, Harlington Way, Fleet, GU51 4AE.

Meetings

Day

Nov

Dec

Cabinet

Thursday

7

5

Council

Thursday

28

Licensing Committee

Tuesday

5

Planning Committee

Wednesday

13

Planning (Enforcement
Sub-Committee)

Monday (10am)

Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Tuesday

Audit Committee

Tuesday

Staffing Committee
NOTES: 1. *Budget Meetings

11

Jan
‘20
2*

Feb

Mar

Apr

6**

5

2

30

27**

30

4

7

15

12

2
19

17

11

15

2
21

18

17

21

24
11

2. ** Council Tax set for 2020/21 3. Unless otherwise specified, all meetings will commence at 7pm
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Main contact number:

01252 622122

Watch council
meetings live

Can we help?

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-5pm,
Fri: 8:30am-4:30pm
Building Control (Building Regulations)
Community Safety
Council Tax enquiries
Business Rates enquiries
Council Meetings (Committee Services)
Countryside Service
Dog Warden
Out of hours Dog Warden service
Environmental Health
Out of hours Emergency Noise enquiries
Fly Tipping
Grounds Maintenance
Home Energy advice
Housing Benefit claims/enquiries
Housing Services
Out of hours Emergency Homelessness enquiries

www.hart.gov.uk
01252 398715
01252 774476
01252 622122
01252 622122
01252 774141
01252 623443
01252 774421
0845 677 0678
01252 774421
0845 677 0678
01252 622122
01252 622122
01252 774420
01252 622122
01252 774420
0845 677 0678

Frogmore Leisure Centre,Yateley
Hart Leisure Centre, Fleet
Licensing
Local Land Charges
Parking
Car Parking enquiries
Penalty Charge Notice Payments
Pest Control
Planning Application enquiries
Planning Policy enquiries
Trees – Protected Tree enquiries
Voter Registration and Elections

01252 873454
03330 050134
01252 622122
01252 774133

For all other services, please phone

01252 622122

@HartCouncil

01252 625990
01252 625991
01252 622122
01252 774419
01252 774118
01252 774419
01252 774077

/HartDistrictCouncil

In September the council launched
a new live streaming service
where the public can view council
meetings live through a video
connection with Facebook.
The footage will available for a
limited amount of time and will
be removed within 24 hours, in
compliance with our data policy.
To view the footage please visit
fb.me/HDCLiveStreaming

Exploring the great outdoors together

Stroll with the dogs

Discovering the local wildlife

Fun on the bikes

A naturally wonderful
place to live
40 minutes**
to London

Hart Leisure Centre
on your doorstep

Less than 2 miles from
Fleet town centre

edenbrookvillage.co.uk

In the catchment area
for excellent schools

82 acre Country Park
on your doorstep

01252 756 716

New range of homes
now released
2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom
homes available
to move into now
from £415,000*
*Price correct at time of going to press. **Source: www.nationalrail.co.uk Photography depicts
Streetscene and is indicative only. Help to Buy is available on selected plots only. Terms and
conditions apply. Visit www.helptobuy.gov.uk for more information.

Edenbrook Village, Hitches Lane, Fleet, Hampshire GU51 5DN
Sales Suite and Showhomes open daily, 10am - 5pm

