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Focus on fraud

Fly-tipping special

Find out what the council is
doing to protect public money
on page 3

What you can do to keep your
waste safe and reduce fly-tipping
on page 14

Meet your new councillors
Following the local election
on the 2 May 2019, Hart
District Council welcomes
seven new Councillors.
The Council has 33 seats, made up of 11
Conservative, 11 Community Campaign
Hart (CCH), 10 Liberal Democrats and
1 independent.
Cllr Katie Davies, Cllr Chris Dorn, Cllr
Spencer Farmer, Cllr Dermot Smith, Cllr
Liz Tomlinson and Cllr Peter Wildsmith
were welcomed at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) held on the 16 May.
During the meeting the Leader of
the Council, Cllr David Neighbour,
welcomed Cllr Richard Quarterman as a
new Cabinet Member and announced a
change to the Cabinet Portfolios based
on the strategic direction of the Council,
which now include the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leader and Strategic Direction &
Partnerships - Cllr David Neighbour
Deputy Leader and Finance &
Corporate Services - Cllr James
Radley
Commercialisation - Cllr Richard
Quarterman
Digital - Cllr Simon Ambler
Community - Cllr Stuart Bailey
Place - Cllr Graham Cockarill
Regulatory - Cllr Sara Kinnell
Environment - Cllr Alan Oliver

A 20 year vision for
the council

Consultation with residents,
community groups, business leaders
and partners has led to a clear vision
for the next 20 years to ensure that
the district remains a great place to
live, work and play.

The AGM saw Cllr Wendy MakepeaceBrowne hand over the reins as
Chairman to Cllr Sharyn Wheale.
Cllr John Kennett was elected as
Vice Chairman. Read more about the
Chairman on page 19.

The shared vision focuses on
priorities around:
• Affordable quality housing
• Healthy and sustainable
transport
• Enhanced leisure facilities
• Mitigating the impact of climate
change
• Improved access to education
• Conserving and enriching the
district’s heritage and distinction

For more information about
Councillors in Hart and their roles
within the council please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/councillors

Following the Examination in Public
of Hart’s Local Plan in the autumn of
last year, the planning inspector has
written to Hart suggesting that he will
find our plan sound and acknowledges
that we have sufficient housing supply.

We aim that the consultation will take
place sometime in the early summer.
Hopefully the Inspector will then be
able to quickly complete his report to
enable us to be able to finally adopt
the Plan later this summer.

Eversley hosts festival in honour
of famous resident on page 17

In 2040, Hart residents want the
district to be a thriving place
to live and work with vibrant
rural towns and villages and high
quality countryside.

An update on the Hart Local Plan

At long last Hart is on the cusp of
adopting a sound Local Plan which
will protect our environment and
quality of life for years to come. There
will now be a short consultation on
modifications to the Plan.

Celebrating 200 years
of Charles Kingsley

You can find more information,
including the Inspector’s post hearing
letter and the council’s response on
our Local Plan Examination webpage
www.hart.gov.uk/local-planexamination-2018

A 20 year vision will help the council
to improve its use of resources
and align its strategies to reach the
outcomes the district deserves.
The Council is now reviewing all the
feedback and it will go to Full Council
for formal adoption. For more
information please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/about-council

01252 622122

hartnews@hart.gov.uk

www.hart.gov.uk

/HartDistrictCouncil

@HartCouncil

/Hart-District-Council
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News

Keep in touch
with the Council
Hart District Council wants to make it
easy for residents to get in touch.
If you have a general enquiry, you can
contact us by calling 01252 622122 or
emailing enquiries@hart.gov.uk
You can also connect with us on our
online profiles (managed during office
hours).
Like us on Facebook:
/HartDistrictCouncil
/HartCountrysideServices
/HartEnvironmentalHealth
Follow us on Twitter:
@HartCouncil
@HartCountryside
@HartForBusiness
Follow us on Instagram:
@HartCouncil
Connect with us on 		
LinkedIn:
/Hart-District-Council

Councils secure £194,000 to assist in
private sector renting
Hart District Council has led on a bid to secure
£194,000 worth of central government funding to
assist residents in Hart and Basingstoke with their
housing needs.

there is a huge disparity

The funding, provided by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government, will be used across
both areas and aims to help around 80 households move
into the private sector. Incentives will be offered to
landlords who work with both councils to offer rent top
ups where Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates fall short.
LHA provides housing benefit entitlements for tenants
renting private sector accommodation.
Hart District Council and Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council have worked in partnership to deliver a scheme
that will build on high quality core services and innovative
approaches to service delivery. Both councils are confident
that they can offer an enhanced level of support to
tenants. This will result in decreasing the use of temporary
accommodation and increasing the sustainability of
tenancies.
The approach of delivering homes will support single
homeless people, as well as those with complex needs, and
make a significant contribution to ending homelessness
across both local authorities. Both authorities currently
operate within challenging private rented markets where

between the LHA and the market rent for all types
of accommodation. There is also a lack of affordable
accommodation for single people. As part of this bid,
being able to get Homes in Multiple Occupation (HMOs)
accommodation will assist with creating a pathway for single
homeless people. In order to compete in the private rented
market, it is important to be able to enhance both council’s
offering to landlords, to ensure that they keep current
landlords as well as get new ones.
For more information about housing services in Hart please
visit www.hart.gov.uk/housing

News
Are you
looking to
improve your
skills?
Hart District Council and local
housing association,VIVID are
successfully running a Hart
Employment Skills Centre in Fleet.
The Skills Centre runs every
Tuesday morning between 10am
and 1pm from the Hart Business
Centre which is located in the
Council Offices.
In the first 6 months of the
scheme it welcomed 35 residents
to get personalised support with
Education, Training and Employment
opportunities. Those attending
received help with CV writing, job
hunting, money and benefit advice
and volunteering opportunities. If
you are interested in attending a
session please call 01252 774420
to book your place. Alternatively, if
you are a VIVID customer please
contact Elliot Buttle at
customer@vividhomes.co.uk

Hart Lottery supporting
the Chairman’s charities
Last year the Hart Lottery has raised
over £12,000 to be split between
the 2018/19 chairman’s charities 121 Youth Counselling and Hart &
Rushmoor Live At Home Scheme.
There are over 500 players and
10p from every ticket goes into the
Central Hart Lottery fund which goes
directly to the Chairman’s charities.
As well as raising funds for these
charities, since launching in July 2017,
the Lottery has raised just under
£50,000 for 72 good causes. Calthorpe
Park School are the highest earners
with well over £150 a month. A
number of others are earning well
over £50 a month.
Tickets cost just £1 each and about
60% goes back to local good causes, in
			comparison to
			just 28%
		
contributed
by the 		
National
			
Lottery. The
			remaining 40%
			goes back into

A focus on stopping fraud
Hart District Council takes fraud
seriously and works hard to protect
public money from the risk of fraud.
One of the successful ways we do
this is to participate in the National
Fraud Initiative (NFI), a nationwide data
matching process led by the Cabinet
Office to identify fraud. Our data
matches are now being received and
work is ongoing to investigate potential
frauds.
The NFI reported that for the period
April 2016 to March 2018 that
participating organisations prevented
and detected over £300m of fraud and
error.
For Hart alone the data matching
of Electoral Register and Council
Tax Single data identified £80,000 of
fraudulently claimed single person
discount.
If you are concerned about or want
to report any suspected fraudulent
activities, email fraud@hart.gov.uk
or contact the Audit Manager on
01252 774140.

Did you know the Council will
never ask for money in relation
to a Council Tax refund?
We have received reports of a
company which is fraudulently
claiming to be Hart District Council.
It is calling residents and asking
for money to get a refund from
overpaid Council Tax.
Hart District Council would never
request money from residents to
help process a Council Tax refund.
If you are contacted in this way we
would advise you to ignore such
requests and hang up.
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Tough action
taken to stop
illegal trading

Hart District Council has successfully
closed down a Scrap Metal dealer
and Motor salvage business at Totters
Lane, Hartley Wintney, following illegal
trading activity. Following the closure
the business was fined £20,000.
2018/19 Chairman
Cllr Wendy Makepeace-Browne

the prize fund and pays for the running
costs.
Players can nominate a specific good
cause to benefit, in which case 50p of
their £1 ticket goes to that nominated
good cause. Each ticket has a 1 in 50
chance of winning a prize every week.
This includes an incredible £25,000
jackpot prize if all six numbers are
matched, as well as various other cash
prizes.
To sign up your good cause, or to buy
tickets and support your local good
cause, please visit
www.hartlottery.co.uk

The Scrap Metal dealer and Motor
salvage business was carrying out
unlicensed dismantling of vehicles.
This spread onto the public roads
and the adjacent Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), causing blight,
environmental damage and impacting
on local residents.
The Council first issued a site closure
notice in April 2017 to stop the
business trading illegally, the business
continued to trade and on Thursday
18 April, the council was back in
Basingstoke Magistrates Court to
finalise conditions of the order. The
Council’s Environmental Health
team are responsible for Scrap Metal
Dealers licensing and will take firm
action against unlicensed businesses.

4

Countryside

Hawk Conservancy
Trust Partnership
Hart Countryside Rangers have
been busy working with the Hawk
Conservancy Trust to install raptor
boxes within the Hart District, as part
of their Raptor Nest Box Scheme.
Since the 1940’s, Kestrel and Owl
populations have faced increasing
pressure to find a suitable habitat.
The Hawk Conservancy Trust are
installing artificial nest boxes and in
January, a group of volunteers helped
make a number of boxes destined for
the Hart district. We are pleased to
announce that we installed a number
of these boxes and will regularly
monitor them in partnership with the
Trust. We hope to install many more
over the coming months and report
on some new-feathered residents.

New community orchard at
Bramshot Farm Country Park
Hart Countryside Rangers have been busy with
the new Bramshot Country Park and have
created a new orchard.
Bramshot Farm now has its very own traditional orchard,
planted with a mixture of heritage apples, pears, cherries,
plums, damsons, quince and nuts. Many of the 51 trees that
shape the orchard are important locally, including the apple
tree the ‘Bramshot Rectory’.
Rangers planted the orchard in November and the trees are
now starting to bud with blossom and leaf. During this first
year, the trees concentrate their energy on growing and
developing strong roots, so it is not expected to see much
fruit. However, in future years the Rangers hope to have an
abundance of fruit varieties that you can eat straight from
the tree, cook or mix into a blend to make either juice or

We wanted to create a gateway to the Hart district from
Junction 4A of the M3, enhancing the area and raising a

21 JUNE 3PM - 4.30PM
Summer History walk at Fleet Pond
Winter Events
Calendar 2019
£7

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

Butterfly & Meadow
Walk at Bramshot Farm
Country Park

£5

£7

Orchards were once a common sight many years ago but
have become increasingly rare. They provide a precious
wildlife haven, which is rich, diverse and teaming with life.
Why not come, explore the newly planted orchard, and see
if you can spot any wildlife for yourself?

Have ‘ewe’ seen our new sheep?
Have you noticed our new friends at the Bramshot Farm
Country Park roundabout? We now have four hand carved
wooden sheep, courtesy of our ‘Sponsor a Roundabout’
scheme. This scheme allows us to invest in making
improvements to roundabouts all around the district.

25 JULY 1PM - 2.30PM

cider.

PER ADULT

29 JULY 3PM - 4.30PM
History & Species ID at
Hazeley Heath

£5

£7

6 JULY 9AM - 12PM

Wildlife Photography at
Elvetham Heath

£20

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

PER ADULT

2 AUGUST 1PM - 3.30PM
Wildlife Art & Kite
Building at Bramshot
Farm Country Park

£5

£7

smile. It also compliments the theme of our country park,
which has a junction coming from the roundabout. The
country park was once a farm and the sheep carvings are a
nod to this heritage. So come, see our woolly friends, and
while you are there why not visit the country park?

20 JULY 10AM - 12PM

Bush & Nature Crafts at
Fleet Pond

£5

£7

24 JULY 1PM - 3PM

Build a Bird & Bat Box
at Hart Countryside
Workshop

£5

£7

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

5 AUG EARLY EVENING

13 AUG 10AM- 12PM

6 AUG - 4PM

BioBlitz at Bramshot Farm
Country Park

Pond Dipping & Bug Hunt
at Fleet Pond

£5

£7

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 4+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

Biological surveying to record all living
species within a specific area

22 AUG 1PM - 3.30PM

27 AUG 8PM - 9.30PM

30 AUG 10AM - 12PM

2 SEP 10AM - 12.30PM

3 SEP 7.30PM - 9PM

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

Den & Mini Bug Hotel
Building at Bramshot
Farm Country Park

£5

£7

Bat Walk at Odiham
Common

£7

Pond Dipping & Bug Hunt
at Fleet Pond

£5

£7

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

13 SEP 7.30PM - 9PM

25 OCT 10AM - 12.30PM 29 OCT 4.30PM - 6PM

Bat Walk at Bramshot
Farm Country Park

£5

£7

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

Volunteer Day Plug
Planting at Bramshot
Farm Country Park

Halloween Walk & Pumpkin
Carving at Bramshot Farm
Country Park

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 4+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

FREE EVENT

£5

£7

ALL AGES

FREE EVENT

Volunteer Day - activity &
location TBC

FREE EVENT

30 NOV 10AM - 11.30AM

Festive Wreath Making at
North Warnborough Hall
SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

£30
PER ADULT

SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 8+
PER CHILD PER ADULT

Moth Hunt at Hazeley
Heath

£7
PER ADULT

7 DEC 10AM - 12.30PM

Volunteer Day Pine Pulling
at Elvetham Heath
SUITABLE
FOR
AGED 16+

FREE EVENT

For more information and to book online please visit www.hart.gov.uk/guided-walks

Countryside
Odiham Common - a biodiversity gem in Hart

Odiham Common Site of
Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) is one of our flagship
countryside sites.
The site comprises more than
100 hectares of ancient woodland,
wood pasture and meadows and is
important for a variety of species
including invertebrates that rely on
dead wood, ancient woodland plants
and woodland birds.
We are now coming towards
the end of the latest 10-year
management plan which has seen
Hart Countryside Service do a great
deal of restoration and enhancement
work, such as open space creation,
coppicing, pond restoration and
scrub control on the meadow areas.

We recently commissioned two
monitoring surveys for plants
(summer 2017) and invertebrates
(summer 2018) to see how the
works have affected their diversity
across the common. Both surveys
were repeats of those carried
out before the current 10-year
management plan so we could make
direct comparisons.
Joel Miller, a botanist from the
Hampshire Biodiversity Information
Centre (HBIC), carried out the
plant survey. The report describes
Odiham as an impressive site with
good habitat diversity, much of
which is down to recent positive
management.
One measure used to establish the
quality of woodland is the number
of “indicator species” (species which
are more common in ancient woods
than in newer ones) recorded. The
recent survey recorded 53 indicators
compared to 41 recorded in 2004.
This includes species such as native
bluebell, primrose, Butcher’s broom
and early purple orchid.

The invertebrate survey, carried
out by Scotty Dodd and Dr Jonty
Denton, spanned the whole summer
and into the autumn of 2018.
The total number of invertebrate
species recorded in 2018 was
1,092 compared to 513 recorded
in 2009. The report concludes that
the positive management on the
site significantly contributed to the
increased species number.
Odiham Common is now the most
important site in north Hampshire
for species that depend on
deadwood habitats according to the
new survey. Other highlights include
the population of the day-flying
forester moth, which is one of the
most important in Hampshire and
the record of the fleabane tortoise
beetle with Odiham being its only
known site in north Hampshire.
The surveys show that the work
done on the common has improved
the species diversity and the
challenge is now to maintain the
site to this level under the next
management plan.

A helping hand: Attracting amphibians and
reptiles back into your garden
Changes in our countryside resulting from intensive
farming and the impact of development and
associated roads have led to the loss of many ponds,
hedgerows, meadows and scrub.
Frogs, toads, newts, lizards and snakes depend upon these
habitats and here you can learn how to attract these back
into your garden.
Gardens have become important refuges for amphibians
and reptiles and by making sometimes small changes
in your own garden you can encourage them to take
up residence. Frogs, toads and slow-worms should be
welcomed as a gardener’s friends because of the slugs they
will eat.
Create a pond
Choose a sunny place without too much vegetation
overhanging. Include a shallow area for plants, toadlets and
froglets and a deep area (up to 60cm) for adult toads and
frogs to hibernate in. Try not to surround the pond with
paving slabs and stock the pond with floating, submerged
and marginal plants. Always use native species.
A pond does not have to be large – you can even make it
out of an old container or sink, sunken into the ground.
If left free standing, you can pile up logs or stones on one
side to allow amphibians access.
Make a compost heap
In a sunny spot, composts make great habitats for reptiles,

especially slow-worms. If you cover the compost with
a piece of old carpet or tarpaulin the reptiles may be
encouraged to stay a little longer.
Build a rockery
A south-facing rockery could attract lizards into your
garden. If you are building a pond, use the excavated soil to
help create your rockery.
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New wheels for
rangers

The Countryside team
have three new trucks
to help them look
after our districts
green and open spaces.
These smart new vehicles highlighting
some of the fantastic wildlife we get
here in Hart.
The old vehicles are no longer
economical and they have been sold to
help us fund the new ones. With smart
technology and more environmentally
friendly engines, the new vehicles help
us drive more efficiently and lower our
fuel admissions.

Bees a buzz in Hart
The Countryside Service plans to
install a new bee hive at Bramshot
Farm Country Park. The hive will
sit in the community orchard and
provide our fruit trees with the perfect
pollinators, honey bees!
The honey bee is a remarkable insect.
One hive can make 60lb (27kg) of
honey in one season and fly as far as
5 miles to find food at a top speed of
20mph. A strong colony can therefore
fly the equivalent distance from the
Earth to the Moon every day!
Honey bees, along with other
pollinating insects such as bumble
bees and butterflies, perform a vital
job. They transfer pollen between
flowering plants, helping them to
spread, grow and produce food for
us. Bees also pollinate nearly all our
wildflowers, making our countryside a
more colourful and interesting place.
Unfortunately, Britain’s honey bees are
struggling. Loss of food sources such as
hedgerow plants, traditional orchards
and wildflower meadows, along with
an increase in the use of pesticides,
has meant numbers have dropped
dramatically.

Make a log pile
Amphibians use piles of logs as refuges and lizards use
them to hunt for food and bask in the sun.
Create a “mosaic” of habitats
Leave areas of dense, low-growing vegetation to provide
shelter. Create a “mini-meadow” area to provide food, as
well as areas to bask in the sun, but don’t forget to place
refuges such as roof tiles or half-buried flower-pots around
borders. Cover a log or brick pile with soil to create areas
for hibernation.

How can you help?

Get planting! Whether you have a large
garden or small balcony, everyone can
do their bit. The more flowers, the
more food for the bees! Choose plants
with single, open flowers for easy
access to the pollen and nectar.
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Housing

Community led
housing
Hart District Council works
closely with the Hampshire
Community Housing Partnership
(HCHP) to encourage and support
the delivery of community-led
housing.
Anyone local to an area can get
involved in setting up a community-led
housing project. This could be a group
of residents, for example members of
a parish/town council or a local church
group. Schemes can also be developed
by groups of people who need housing
themselves.
What is community led housing?
Community led housing is when local
people come together to deliver their
own housing solutions. Ensuring that
the homes they feel are required are
built for people in housing need in their
community. This can include:
Community Land Trusts – These
are set up and run by ordinary people
to develop and manage homes as
well as other assets. The community
is integrally involved throughout the
process in key decisions like – what
is provided, where and for who. They
don’t have to initiate the conversation,
or build homes themselves.
Housing co-operatives – Can be a
group of people who have control over
their own housing, without actually
owning it personally. It is very similar to
a housing association but it is managed
by its tenants.
Self and custom-build housing –
This is when a person creates a home
for themselves. They may build their
own home or purchase a property to
finish themselves.
Co-housing – These are communities
created and run by their residents. Each
household has a self-contained, private
home as well as shared community
space. Residents come together
to manage their community, share
activities and regularly eat together.
For more informaiton please contact
Catherine Kirkham, by calling
01962 857387 or email
catherine.kirkham@
actionhampshire.org

£1.3 million of funding for Domestic
Abuse services
Hart District Council has led on an innovative
project bid to prevent domestic abuse and support
victims across Hampshire and Dorset, securing
£1,297,125 of funding.
The funding has been awarded by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government to support people
suffering domestic abuse and introduce new initiatives
focused on early intervention, keeping victims of domestic
abuse safe in their homes and is a continuation of the
Making Safe Scheme.
This new funding will allow the Making Safe Scheme to
operate in Hampshire for another 18 months and expand
into Dorset and the Isle of Wight. The scheme was set up
in 2015, by Hart District Council, as a project to support
victims of domestic abuse by having dedicated outreach
workers employed by You Trust and Southern Domestic
Abuse Service who work with the Blue Lamp Trust fitters
to fit security measures into the homes of those who are
threatened by domestic abuse, to keep them safe.
It is estimated that nearly 1,800 people will be helped by
the Making Safe Regional Hub.
The new initiatives that will be adopted as part of the
scheme include early intervention in hospitals, GP surgeries

and other community health care settings and specialist
refuges, to increase by 24 bed spaces per year, with the
possibility of bringing a further 12 bed spaces on the Isle
of Wight.
For more information about housing services in Hart,
please visit www.hart.gov.uk/housing. Anyone who
is experiencing domestic abuse should contact the free,
confidential help service on 03300 165 112.

Affordable housing development update
Hart continues to have a busy
development programme. Throughout
2018/19 there were 128 new
affordable homes built, of these 78
were rented and 50 were shared
ownership.

Edenbrook Village, Fleet –
10 properties providing a range of 2
and 3 bedroom homes for rent and
shared ownership. These are due
between November 2019 and March
2020.

There is an estimated 213 affordable
homes due to be delivered throughout
2019/20. Approximately 167 of these
are rented homes and 46 shared
ownership homes (part buy and part
rent).

Dudley Court, Fleet –
16 properties providing 1 and 2
bedroom apartments.
These are due in July 2019.

Each site may have a different housing
association developing and managing
the affordable homes and rents do
vary so please check the Choice Based
Lettings Adverts every week.
If you have any queries about new
developments please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/housing email
housing@hart.gov.uk or call
01252 774420.
The sites providing affordable housing
from April 2019 to March 2020 are:
Oaklands (QEB), Church
Crookham – 12 properties providing
a range of 3 and 4 bedroom homes to
rent. These are due between July 2019
and February 2020.

Oakwood Grange, Hook
(Croudace) 23 properties providing a range of 2
and 3 bedroom homes, a 2 bedroom
bungalow (lifetimes homes) and a 2
bed bungalow (wheelchair adapted) to
rent and 1, 2 and 3 bedroom homes
for shared ownership.
These are due between August 2019
and March 2020.
Oakwood Grange, Hook
(David Wilson Homes) –
65 properties providing a range of 2
bedroom bungalows (lifetime homes),
a 2 bedroom bungalow (wheelchair
adapted), 2,3 and 4 bedroom houses
for rent and 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
houses for shared ownership.
These are due between April 2019
and March 2020.

Homes under construction in Hart

Sun Park, Farnborough –
55 properties providing 1 and 2
bedroom apartments, 2, 3 and 4
bedroom houses for rent and 2
and 3 bedroom houses for shared
ownership. These are due between
July 2019 and December 2019.
Land between Moulsham Lane/
Broome Close,Yateley –
32 homes providing 1, 2 and 3
bedroom properties to rent and
2 bedroom properties for shared
ownership. These are due between
July 2019 and March 2020.
Land at Odiham Road, Riseley –
6x 2 and 3 bedroom properties for
rent and shared ownership. These are
due around February and March 2020.
(Please note that all the above information is
subject to change and some properties may have
been let or sold prior to publication of Hart News).

Housing & Planning

HARAH for affordable housing!
Housing affordability is a significant issue in Hampshire with
many local people priced out of the market. There is also a
need for a greater variety of housing in order to meet the
needs of different communities.

The Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing
(HARAH) works to provide rural, affordable homes, for

Get involved in HARAH
Delivering rural affordable housing for local people relies
on strong partnerships, supportive Parish Councils and
communities and willing landowners.
HARAH has a Parish Champion, Jess Bond, who has
first-hand experience of being involved in working in
partnership with other parish councillors and HARAH to
provide build local rural housing for local people. Jess along
with the RHE’s are available to provide advice and support

Home ownership
event success
For the fifth year running Hart District
Council and Rushmoor Borough
Council held a joint affordable home
ownership event in March 2019 with
over 300 local people attending.

Average house prices across Hampshire are now more
than 10 times average local wages. In many areas of
Hampshire this figure is much higher, key workers that
communities depend on, such as nurses (whose average
salary is £23,000), teachers (£28,000) and police officers
(£31,000), are being priced out of the housing market.
Hart District Council works closely with Action
Hampshire’s Rural Housing Enablers (RHE’s) to deliver
affordable and community led housing for local people in
Hampshire.
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local people, delivering nearly 500 homes since 2005.
Action Hampshire employs two Rural Housing Enablers,
Mags Wylie and Bev Harding-Rennie. They work as part of
this partnership, helping Parish Councils to identify their
housing needs, look for appropriate sites, consult with the
local community and develop a small affordable housing
scheme for local people.
to parish councils across Hampshire who are considering,
or embarking on their first rural affordable housing
scheme.
If you are interested in developing a small affordable
housing scheme in your parish, or you are a local
landowner and have a piece of land that you think could
be appropriate for a small rural affordable housing scheme
please contact The Hampshire Rural Housing Enablers
by calling 01962 854971or email
mags.wylie@actionhants.org.uk

The drop-in event gave local people the
opportunity to speak to staff from the
councils’ housing teams, government
Help to Buy advisors, solicitors and
housing providers to find out more
about the range of affordable homes
available for sale.
Visitors were also able to speak to
independent financial advisors to talk
about the range of mortgages available,
how much they would be expected
to pay each month and the size of the
deposit they would need.
Anyone who was unable to attend
who would like information on the
affordable housing options should visit
the Help to Buy website at
www.helptobuysouth.co.uk
It is likely another affordable home
ownership event will take place in
Spring 2020 so keep an eye out on
Hart’s website www.hart.gov.uk
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Leisure

Everyone Active: Community and sporting activities
Throughout the years, Everyone Active
has created centres that continue to be
at the heart of the community and the
team host a number of events aimed
at raising money for local charities
and helping to improve the health and
wellbeing of local people.
Across the centres over 250 children
were encouraged to get active during
the Easter holidays at the Fit for
Sport camp. Children took part in a
range of activities including swimming,

gymnastics and team sports. The camps
were designed to help children keep
their activities levels high during school
breaks where it’s been found typical
children become less active.
In recognition of the hard work
undertaken by members of the
emergency services and frontline NHS
colleagues, both Hart and Frogmore
Leisure Centres opened their doors for
free to allow those people access to
the swimming pool and gym between

Christmas and News Year.
To further the team’s reach in the
community, they have continued to
support local fundraising and sport
events like the Fleet Carnival and the
Fleet Half Marathon. They also hosted
a Macmillan coffee morning and have
ensured they are trained for specific
needs like autism and dementia.
Everyone Active also prides itself on
the support it offers to up-and-coming

athletes in the form of its unique athlete
mentoring scheme, Sporting Champions,
which has recently announced the new
athletes on the scheme for 2019/20.
Eight local athletes have been selected
to benefit from the scheme which
includes funding and mentoring from
Olympic legends like Colin Jackson.
Local Olympic Champion Alex
Danson is also an ambassador for the
programme and also enjoys access to
Hart Leisure Centre.

An update from Everyone Active

Recognising excellence

This year has continued to be a
strong year for the Everyone Active
and Hart District Council partnership
as they work together to improve
the health and wellbeing of the local
community.

Earlier this year, Hart Leisure Centre
was awarded the status of ‘excellent’
following a tough assessment by
Quest – the UK’s benchmarking
scheme for sports and leisure.

Both our Hart and Frogmore Leisure
Centres have continued to cement
their position as hubs for the local
community by offering access to
state-of-the-art facilities and hosting a
range of exciting activities for people
of all ages and abilities to enjoy.
Hart Leisure Centre’s memberships
have continued to grow and the
facility now caters for over 4,500
members and has registered over
1,000,000 visits since it opened its
doors in April 2017.
Everyone Active’s team on site are
passionate and dedicated to helping
each and every one of them to

The centre was assessed
independently and rated by members,
who were asked for their opinions
on its services and facilities before it
was given the final stamp of approval.
improve their health and wellbeing
by opening up more opportunities to
get active.

The team will continue to strive for
excellence and are passionate about
the quality of service they provide.

Frogmore
Leisure Centre
received
excellent
feedback
on the
unannounced
Quest directional
review in March. The
reception team were recognised as
providing ‘absolutely fantastic’ service.
Well done to everyone involved in
gaining this award.

Frogmore Leisure Centre is also
continuing to strive, hosting more
than 176,706 visits since January 2018
– an increase of almost 1,000 from
the previous year.
For more information about the
range of services at each leisure
centre, please visit
www.everyoneactive.com

Charity challenges

took place across the South East with
each centre passing the baton on to the
next one.

Hart and Frogmore Leisure Centre
have hosted successful charity events
designed to help people on a local and
national level. Customers and colleagues
have taken part in a series of different
activities, including mass group exercise
classes and cycling challenges, to raise
vital funds for a number of worthy
causes.
At the end of 2018, the team at Hart
Leisure Centre took part in a 24-hour
walking football event to raise vital
funds for the schools affected by the
Grenfell disaster in London. The activity

Most recently, the team at Hart
Leisure Centre pulled together to raise
money for a colleague’s family who
needed money to help their young
nephew to get equipment to be able
to communicate effectively for the first
time. Proceeds from a cake sale at the
centre went to buying two-year old Max
Fulcher an eye gaze system which would
allow him to tell his family exactly what
he wanted.
The positive impact on the community’s
health and wellbeing is a testament
to the hard work being undertaken
by Hart District Council’s positive
partnership with Everyone Active, which
began in February 2016.

Your Child, Their Journey, Our Focus
A co-educational independent school (3 to 13 years)
full of opportunity, offering an inspirational
educational journey for a successful adult life

OPEN MORNING
Friday 21st June - 9.15am
www.yateleymanor.com

01252 405500

registrar@yateleymanor.com

Health & Wellbeing

Fall friends support each other
Around 1 in 3 people aged 65 and over fall at least
once a year which equates to around 79,000 people
falling each year in Hampshire alone.
Falls are not an inevitable part of ageing and there
are some simple steps we can take to prevent them.
Hart District Council is working in partnership with
Hampshire County Council to raise awareness of the
causes of falls and show people ways to minimise the
risk of falling.
Since the summer of 2018, over 120 people have
attended a Falls Friends awareness session in Hart.
These one hour, interactive talks, are designed
for anyone interested in learning more about falls
prevention, whether for themselves, their family or
friends.

Steady & Strong classes teach exercises which
have been proven to improve strength, balance and
coordination. If you have not had a fall, you can sign
straight up to a class. However, if you have had a fall
you should inform your GP who will be able to tell
you whether a Steady & Strong class is right for you. If
you would like to know more about Steady & Strong
or find a class near you, visit the Hampshire County
Council website www.hants.gov.uk/betterbalance
or contact their Falls Prevention Physical Activity
Coordinator on 01962 846605.

Falls Friends sessions are delivered by Falls Friends
Champions, trained volunteers or professionals who
are interested in helping to increase awareness about
preventing falls within their communities. If you would
like a Falls Friends session in your community or for
a group you belong to, please contact Liz Glenn, Hart
District Council, by email liz.glenn@hart.gov.uk or
call 01252 774228.

If you’d rather try something at home, there are lots
of simple exercises you can do. All you will need is
a sturdy chair, adequate space to move about, flat
supportive footwear and light comfortable clothing.
To find out more, download the Better Balance for
Life exercise booklets at
www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/
adultsocialcare/fallsprevention

We’re here to
help: Supporting
people in distress
14 council staff have received
training from Samaritans to support
them in managing conversations
with people who have suicidal
feelings.
Attending the courses at Hart
District Council offices, alongside
frontline staff and volunteers from
other local organisations, staff
learned how to recognise signs
of distress and suicidal thoughts,
approach someone who is feeling
suicidal, and help them to access
support.
The training which has been funded
by Hampshire County Council
Public Health, is being delivered
across Hampshire as part of
the Suicide Prevention Plan for
Hampshire which aims to reduce
the number of suicides by 10% by
2020/21.
Information about the support
available from Samaritans and
further information about local
support for anyone experiencing
emotional distress can be found at
www.hart.gov.uk/mentalhealth-and-wellbeing
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Working for wellbeing
The council teamed up with Everyone Active, WW
(the new Weight Watchers), and Oakley Health
Group Practice in Yateley to help residents achieve
their New Year’s resolutions.
62 people enrolled in the free 12-week WW
programme at the leisure centre and around 20
more patients joined other local WW workshops.
Residents of Hampshire County Council who are
over 16 years of age and have a Body Mass Index
(BMI) of 30 or above can join WW free for 3
months as part of a Hampshire County Council
funded programme. To find your nearest WW
workshop visit www.ww.com/uk/hampshire or
phone 0345 602 7068 quoting WWRS095.
If you are living with a long term health condition
and would like to be more active and improve
your health, the Everyone Active Exercise Referral
Scheme provides a tailor-made package of exercise
sessions at Frogmore Leisure Centre call
01252 873454 to find out more.
For information about more ways to get healthier
and feel better including a range of free Apps, visit
www.nhs.uk/oneyou

Anyone for “Nature Bathing”
along the Basingstoke Canal?
No, we are not asking you to
jump in the canal, but to relax
and take in the nature that is
around us, and particularly along
the Canal.The Japanese call this
type of relaxing Shinrin-yoku.
Whether we call it Living Well,
Wellbeing or Preventative
Healthcare, the concept of self-care
is well publicised and incorporates
interconnected dimensions of
physical, mental, and social well-being.
Many of us feel that a well-balanced
diet, a good social life and an active
gym membership should get us well
on our way to Living Well, however
this approach could mean we are
overlooking something.
In the UK on average we spend
92% of our time indoors meaning
we spend less than two hours a day
outside. In the Winter months we
spend significantly less time outside,
an average of less than 30 minutes a
day. Interestingly, a significant portion
of the time we do spend outside is
walking to and from the car or to the
shops.
Could our loss of connection with
nature be the missing component in
our approach to Wellbeing?

Shinrin-yoku originated in Japan in
the 1980’s and translates to “Nature
Bathing” or “Forest Bathing”. The
idea of Nature Bathing is to spend
time in nature but a little more
deliberately than usual. Since the
1980’s it has become the cornerstone
of Preventative Healthcare in both
Japan and South Korea. Scientifically
proven benefits include: reduced
blood pressure, reduced stress,
improved mood, increased ability
to focus, accelerated recovery from
surgery or injury, increased energy
levels and improved sleep.
So how does one practice
Nature Bathing locally? Where
does the canal come into this? It’s
important to understand that Nature
Bathing is not a hike nor a fitness
exercise. Distance travelled and time
spent don’t really matter. The key is
to leave your phone and problems
behind you and engage four of the
five senses: sight, smell, hearing and
touch. Wander aimlessly, take a break
and simply stand and observe. It is
this combination of mindfulness and
the natural environment that give
Nature Bathing its restorative power.
The Basingstoke Canal, effectively a
32-mile-long, 224-year-old ‘National

Park’ and somewhat of a hidden gem
running from West Byfleet, through
Woking, Fleet and on to Odiham.
Most of the Canal is designated SSSI
(Site of Special Scientific Interest)
because the Canal, together with the
associated ‘flashes’ and heathlands
is rich in nature and is nationally
important for its aquatic plants and
invertebrates. Its quiet tree lined tow
paths provide the perfect habitat for
‘Nature Bathing’.
The canal is co-owned and funded by
the Surrey and Hampshire County
Councils. The canal is also funded
by Hart District Council and local
parishes. The Basingstoke Canal
Society, a charity, works alongside the
council and through its volunteers,
works to make improvements to and
safeguard the canal. So, come and
flex your Nature Bathing skills along
the canal. In addition, the Society are
always looking for new members,
friends and volunteers.
For more information visit
www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk

10 Business
Free workshops for
businesses
The council is holding a series of
workshops covering marketing, social
media and much more. Workshops will
be held on the first Thursday of each
month at the Council offices in Fleet.
Upcoming topics include:
• Thursday 4 July - Your accounts
in safe hands - hosted by Safe
Hands Bookkeeping
•

•

•

Thursday 1 August - Branding,
what it means for your
business - hosted by Thriving
Brand
Thursday 5 September - Food
safety and hygiene - hosted by
the Environmental Health Team
Hart District Council
Thursday 3 October - The
Secrets to a Winning Website:
An Interactive Web Audit hosted bt MRS Digital

The workshops will start with informal
networking held between 9am - 10am
in the Hart Business Centre, followed
by an interactive workshop starting at
10am.
For more information and to book visit
www.hart.gov.uk/hart-businessevents

Do you want to run a
workshop?

If you are a local business who
would like to be involved in this
programme please contact the
Economic Development team
at Hart District Council via
economic.development@hart.
gov.uk or call 01252 774046.

INSPIRE Awards open for entry
Businesses from across North Hampshire gathered
on 22 November to celebrate the best of the best at
the annual INSPIRE Business Awards.
The Council was proud to be a main sponsor of the awards
and is delighted to announce that out of the ten businesses
that were shortlisted in Hart, 3 won awards. They are:
• Driven International – International Business of the Year
• Tempcover – Employer of the Year
• Woodlands & Hillbrow – Family Business of the Year

Driven International

The INSPIRE Business Awards celebrate the success of local
businesses in north Hampshire, from Andover in the west to
Farnborough in the east and everywhere in between.
The awards are now open to companies across the region
and will ensure leading local businesses (both large and
small) gain the recognition they deserve for themselves and,
most importantly, for the dedication and commitment of
their staff.

Tempcover

This year Hart District Council is sponsoring the “New
Business of the Year” award. The award will be presented
to a dynamic company that can demonstrate excellence
in developing their business. If you are interested in
entering the 2019 awards please visit
www.inspireawards.co.uk

Woodlands & Hillbrow

Free commercial
property search

How to get in touch with the Economic
Development team

Wether you’re looking to relocate
to Hart, move in the area or expand
to new premises - Hart District
Council’s Economic Development
team can offer you a tailored
commercial property search based
on your requirements.

Whether you are starting up a
business, developing your company
or thinking of relocating to Hart, the
Council’s ‘Hart for Business’ service
provides a range of information to
help you.

For more informaiton please email
economic.development@hart.
gov.uk

We have a wide range of general
information, key contacts, guidance
and support, all designed to help your
business succeed.
If you need advice contact us:
economic.development@hart.gov.uk
01252 774046
Twitter: @HartForBusiness
LinkedIn: Hart District Council

Networking events in and around Hart
Hampshire Chamber of Commerce – Regular
meetings across Hampshire. Local events include the
Farnborough Business Breakfast, held on the second
Monday of each month with guest speakers. 7:30am 9:00am at The Village Hotel, Farnborough. £11.50 per
meeting.

Fleet for Business – Meets every Thursday morning
between 7:15am - 9:00am at The North Hants Golf
Club, Fleet. Membership costs £40 per month and
non-members pay £12 per meeting.
The Athena Network Group – A range of
locations, including Basingstoke, Fleet, Farnham and
Camberley. Membership costs £20 per month and
non-members pay £28 per meeting.

4Networking – A range of locations, including
Farnham, Basingstoke and Guildford. £15 per meeting.
Meet us here! Coffee and Connect 		
– Meets on the first Wednesday of every
month between 10:00am - 12:00noon at
Victoria Hall, Hartley Wintney. £10 per 		
meeting.
Business Biscotti – A range of locations, including
Alton,Hook, Farnborough, Basingstoke and Guildford.
£5 per meeting. £15 per Gold meeting.

Mitchell Allen
Business Development & Events Officer

To make sure you’re kept up to
date with news, training and events
in Hart please provide us with your
contact details. Fill in our quick and
easy sign up form via www.hart.
gov.uk/business-sign-up

Basingstoke Business Club – Meets on the first
and third Friday of each month between 7:15am
- 9:00am at Basingstoke College of Technology,
Basingstoke. Membership costs £25 per month
Ladies who Latte – A range of locations, including
Farnham and Basingstoke. Free to attend.
Farnborough Networking – Meets on the third
Thursday of every month between 9:00am - 11:00am
at Wings Cottage Restaurant, Farnborough. £5 per
meeting.
OMNI Local Business Networking – A range
of locations, including Farnborough, Camberley and
Basingstoke. £12 per meeting.
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Economic Action Plan in full swing
The Council has adopted an Economic
Development Strategy and Action Plan which
set out the strategic direction for economic
development in the district, with a focus on
business and economic growth.

Fleet Business Improvement District,
FindYourFleet, represents the
businesses in central Fleet including
shops, bars, restaurants, cafés and
offices who come together to make
Fleet a great place to shop, visit
work and do business. They:

Over the last year the team have been busy to fulfill this
action plan. The action plan is split into four objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Increase communications with local businesses
Increase skills and qualified workforce
To provide business support
To create a desirable business location

This action plan has been implemented since October
2017 and will run until 2020. The strategy will then be
reviewed in 2020 alongside a new action plan.
Below highlights just some of the work that the team
have carried out between October 2017 - October 2018.
As part of objective one, the team interacted with 512
local businesses and had 25 face-to-face meetings to
promote support which is available to them.
To achieve objective two, the team promoted employee
training courses and launched their own advice
workshops, giving small businesses the opportunity to
receive free training in marketing, social media and much
more.

An update
from Fleet BID

•

Objective three, to provide business support was
achieved by launching the Hart Business Support Service
working with Enterprise First. In addition to this the team
worked with other council departments to signpost and
support local businesses.
Finally, objective four, desirable business location. The
Hart Business Centre was opened in February 2018
boasting 14 rentable desks and a 6-seater meeting
room. The council also brought in an Article 4 directive
to protect 19 important employment sites across the
district.
To find out more about the Economic Development
teams activity last year, please visit our website where
you can download the Activity Infographic
www.hart.gov.uk/strategic-projects-council

•
•

•
•
•

Organise events such as the
Fleet Food Festival and the
Winter Wonderland
Advertise in Hampshire Life, on
Eagle Radio and social media
Created the information wall
in the Shopping Centre and a
community recycling hub for
local charities to raise funds
Produce a twice yearly
FindYourFleet magazine
Provide Fleet businesses with
training and support
Extend the summer flowers
and Christmas lights along Fleet
Road from Kings Road to the
station.

Keep up to date and join in the
conversation by visiting our website
www.findyourfleet.org

12 Waste & Recycling
Book your bulky
waste online
You can now book your bulky waste
collection online any time or day.
Visit www.hart.gov.uk/householdwaste for more information.

Do you have too
much cardboard
to fit in your bin?
Did you know that you can leave extra
cardboard recycling next to your blue
bin on your collection day?
The bin men will take additional
cardboard. Please remember to leave it
flat against the side of your bin.

Have you ever wondered what happens
to garden waste?
Garden waste is a great commodity and whether you
choose to compost at home or have a garden waste
collection it all goes back in to the garden in a good way.
Once we have collected your grass clippings, shrub and tree
prunings we take the material to Little Bushy Warren, just
outside of Basingtoke where:
1. The material is shredded, kick starting the
composting process
2. The garden waste is formed into rows, known as
windrows
3. Temperature, oxygen and moisture in the
windrows are all monitored regularly
4. The rows are then aerated, turned and mixed
regularly over 12-14 weeks. This removes the
carbon dioxide and introduces oxygen into the
process

Bin offer!

To encourage residents
to get composting, the
council has teamed up
with Getcomposting.
com to offer Home
Compost Bins at special
offer prices from only
£18.50.Visit www.
getcomposting.com

Hart partner with Sky
Ocean Rescue

Hart District Council has launched an initial 12 month trial to
eliminate single use plastic across the district.
In recent months there has been significant coverage in the press
about the environmental problems caused by the extensive use
and inappropriate disposal/ non recycling of plastics.
In September 2018 Hart was approached by Sky Ocean Rescue
to see if the council would be interested in working with them to
pilot an initiative to make the Hart area single use plastic free.
Launched on 24 January 2017, Sky Ocean Rescue aims to shine
a spotlight on the issues affecting ocean health, find innovative
solutions to the problem of ocean plastics, and inspire people
to make small everyday changes that collectively make a huge
difference. They have also committed to spreading the word to 50
million people worldwide to help reduce single use plastic usage
and ultimately stop plastic getting in to our oceans.
The project has been kick started at the council offices, which is
working to become single use plastic free by the summer. Plans
to engage wider with the public will be available on our website
www.hart.gov.uk in the coming months.

5. When fully composted the material is graded to
customer requirements and bagged as ProGrow,
a fine grade, peat free Soil Conditioner.You can
buy ProGrow in bulk or bagged from your local
Household Waste and Recycling Centre.
For more information, or to sign up to our garden waste
service, please visit www.hart.gov.uk/garden-waste
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Resident fined for damage
to a protected tree

Blue badge crackdown as 9
badges retained by officers

A local man from Church Crookham
was taken to court by Hart District
Council following the poisoning of an
oak protected by a tree preservation
order.

Hart District Council’s Civil
Enforcement team have been working
alongside Hampshire County Council
to crackdown on blue badge misuse
in Fleet.

On 24 January Basingstoke Magistrates
Court found the resident guilty of
the offence which resulted in a fine of
£1,600, including £500 costs.

In March officers spent two and a
half hours patrolling Fleet Road and
Church Road car park to monitor
blue badge use.

If convicted of this criminal offence
in courts this could result in a fine
of up to £1,000. The blue badge may
also be withdrawn when persistently
misused.

The council had been made aware of
the tree failing to come into leaf in
late spring 2018. Tree Officers found
that the tree had over 20 drill holes
around the base. When interviewed
under caution, the resident admitted
drilling the holes and pouring herbicide
into them. He did so out of frustration
after the council had recently refused
permission to fell the tree and he
believed it to be dangerous.

During that time Hampshire County
Council retained seven badges and a
further two were retained by Hart
District Council Officers.

For more information about the blue
badge parking scheme please visit
www.hants.gov.uk/transport/
parking/bluebadge

In this case there was no evidence to
suggest that the tree was dangerous.
If you have concerns over the safety
of your tree, you should obtain expert
advice from a suitable professional. The
Arboricultural Association provide a

list of Registered Consultants who are
competent to provide this information.
This information can be found at
www.trees.org.uk/RegisteredConsultant-Directory
For more information about protected
trees and working on a tree in a
conservation area please visit the
council’s website
www.hart.gov.uk/trees-hedges

The council in partnership with
Hampshire County Council, who
issue the blue badges, may prosecute
a user for fraudulent use.

Report issues on your street
Do you have an issue or problem in
your area that you need to report, but
you’re not sure who to report it to?
Fix My Street is an online reporting
tool that people can access on their
mobile phone or desktop computer.
All you need to do is select the
area on an interactive map where

you would like to report the issue,
and then choose from a range of
issues including; Abandoned vehicles,
Flytipping, Graffiti, Potholes and Street
Lighting. The authority responsible
for the matter concerned (either
Hampshire County Council or
Hart District Council) will receive the
report. To report issues visit
www.hart.fixmystreet.com

14 Environmental Health

Make your barbecue a
sizzling success
We all want to serve up a
sensational barbecue that
also helps keep our family
and friends safe.
Warm weather and outdoor cooking
can produce the right conditions
for the bacteria which cause food
poisoning. So it’s vital you remember
the 4C’s of food hygiene:
• chilling
• cleaning
• cooking
• cross-contamination
The Food Standards Agency (FSA)
has put together some advice to help
you serve up a sensational barbecue
while keeping your guests safe.
Chilling and defrosting
Chilling food properly helps stop
harmful bacteria from growing,
especially in the warm summer
months.
To keep your food safe don’t defrost
foods at room temperature defrost
food overnight in the fridge or if this
is not possible, using a microwave on
the defrost setting directly before
cooking.
Cooking
Cooking food at the right
temperature and for the correct
length of time will ensure that any
harmful bacteria are killed. Don’t
forget, charred on the outside

doesn’t always mean cooked on the
inside. Before serving meat that you
have cooked on the barbecue, always
check that the meat is steaming hot
throughout, there is no pink meat
visible when you cut into the thickest
part, and the meat juices run clear.
Cleaning
Effective cleaning gets rid of bacteria
on hands, equipment and surfaces,
helping to stop harmful bacteria from
spreading onto food.
Avoiding cross-contamination
Cross-contamination is most likely
to happen when raw food touches or
drips onto ready-to-eat food, utensils
or surfaces.You can prevent it by
storing raw meat separately from
ready-to-eat foods using different
utensils, plates and chopping boards
for raw and cooked food. Remember
to wash your hands after touching
raw meat and before you handle
ready-to-eat food.
For more information about food
safety and understanding food
poisoning visit
www.food.gov.uk/food-safety

Focus on fly-tipping
Fly-tipping is a significant blight on local
environments, is a source of pollution,
a potential danger to public health and
hazard to wildlife and a nuisance.
It also undermines legitimate waste
businesses where dishonest operators
undercut those operating within the
law. Every year it costs thousands of
pounds of taxpayers’ money to remove
and investigate incidents. Most of us
would hate to think we are contributing
to fly-tipping, but some people
accidentally are.
You can help us crack down on this
growing problem by making sure your
waste is removed by someone with the
correct licence. If you’re a homeowner
or a professional builder and you’re
having unwanted items such as
household furniture or building waste
removed, it’s down to you to check
the company you use is licensed. If you
don’t and the waste is found dumped
illegally, then you could be prosecuted
and face an unlimited fine.

For more information and useful links,
go to www.hart.gov.uk/streetcleaning or call us on 01252 622122.
You can also report fly-tipping on
https://hart.fixmystreet.com
You can find licensed waste carriers in
your neighbouhood, just by calling the
Environment Agency on
03708 506 506 or by going online to
www.gov.uk/guidance/access-thepublic-registerfor-environmentalinformation

Here are some simple steps you
can take to keep your waste safe
Ask to see a licence: All waste carriers must be licensed by the
Environment Agency.
Ask for a receipt: This should give a description of the waste and the
waste carrier’s contact details.
Avoid paying by cash: Carriers who are not legitimate businesses will
often ask to be paid in cash.
Be wary of anyone who offers to ‘do you a favour’: If it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.
Is something not right? Make a note of the vehicle registration number
and report it to our Environmental Health team via eh@hart.gov.uk
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Volunteers ready: Hart and Rushmoor
launch a new Community Court
The Hart and Rushmoor Community Court launched in
May, with 21 volunteers geared up to begin hearing real-life
cases.
The Community Court, based at the Rushmoor Borough
Council offices in Farnborough, is an initiative aimed at
diverting, supporting and educating first-time offenders away
from crime through a peer-led court hearing. It empowers
young people to formulate sanctions for other young people
who have committed minor offences, putting victims at the
heart of the criminal justice process.
The development and launch of the Hart and Rushmoor
Community Court expands the work of the existing
Hampshire Community Court, based in Basingstoke.
Originally funded and supported by the Office of the Police
and Crime Commissioner in Hampshire, the Basingstoke
Court meets weekly within the Basingstoke Council
Chambers, with volunteers undergoing training to fulfil their
roles.
Hampshire Constabulary refers suitable cases to the court,
and a panel of volunteers listen to the facts of the case,
as well as acting as advocates for the offender and for
the victim. Both the respondent and victim are invited
and advocates are allocated to support them through
the process. The panel then hears from both sides and
hears about the impact of the incident, before deciding on
appropriate interventions for the young person. The panel
then uses a set of criteria to decide which outcome would

Specialist contractor Graffiti Removal
South carried out five days of graffiti
removal at numerous sites across the
two areas on behalf of the Safer North
Hampshire Community Safety team,
which holds a graffiti removal week
annually.

Parents and carers attended a series of
cyber-safety workshops in Basingstoke
and Deane, Hart and Rushmoor
recently, designed to empower them
with information to help keep their
children safe.
65 people attended the three sessions
designed to help people learn more
about cyber safety issues, and the
websites and apps their young children
or teenagers might be using online.

be the most appropriate in the circumstances. Possible
outcomes include an apology letter, referral to diversionary
activities, reparation and a face-to-face apology.
Rushmoor & Hart Chief Inspector John Halfacre said:
“Community Courts are a really innovative way of
approaching justice. It is an initiative that has proved
really successful in other areas and gives young first
time offenders who have committed minor offences the
opportunity to be diverted and influenced by a panel of
their peers.”
The Community Court is part of a wider restorative justice
programme, and complements existing provisions. It does
not replace existing criminal courts for young people (Youth
Courts).
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact
community.court@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Graffiti wiped out across the district
More than 70 pieces of graffiti were
removed from across Hart and
Rushmoor recently following Graffiti
Focus Week.

Parents attend cyber
safety workshop

Using specialist chemicals and a highpressure washer, graffiti tags and other
writing and pictures were removed
from both public and private property
in response to requests from residents.
Graffiti can be reported by visiting
www.fixmystreet.com or by calling
01252 774476.
For more information on graffiti please
visit www.safernh.co.uk

The hour-long sessions, part of
National Family Safety Week, were
organised by Safer North Hampshire
and covered some of the latest online
trends, as well as advice on what
parents and carers can do to protect
children and prompt conversations
about online content.
The sessions were delivered by a
qualified member of council staff, who
is part of the CEOP (Child Exploitation
and Online Protection Command)
Ambassador programme.
For more information about protecting
children both online and offline, visit
www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Protect your home this Summer
Be vigilant about closing windows and
locking doors when leaving your car
or home to avoid becoming a victim
of crime.
That is the advice from the Safer
North Hampshire Community Safety
Partnership, which encourages people
to follow basic safety precautions
to ensure their home, vehicles
and outbuildings remain safe from
opportunistic burglars.
Other crime prevention tips include:
Making homes looked lived in by
using automatic timer switches to
either switch on lights or turn the
radio on.
Secure windows when not in the
room – net curtains or blinds can
help to prevent burglars from seeing
inside and ensure the front door
is locked if everyone is in the back
garden.
Do not discuss holiday plans in front
of strangers or post details on social
networking sites in advance or while

on holiday. If possible, ask a trusted
neighbour or a friend to keep an eye
on the house and outbuildings.
Fit sheds with a good quality padlock,
with fittings reinforced at the back
with a steel plate. Consider replacing
any existing door screws with ones
that cannot be unscrewed once they
are screwed in, and check that house
insurance covers items in sheds,
garages and outbuildings.
Lock vehicles and do not leave the
windows open, even in hot weather.
Never leave items on display, and
never leave children or dogs alone in
hot vehicles- even for a few minutes.
Property mark valuables with a UV
pen, as well as registering them free
on www.immobilise.com, including
the make, model and photographs of
items.
More information is available on the
Safer North Hampshire website,
www.safernh.co.uk or the
Hampshire Constabulary website
www.hampshire.police.uk
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Hampshire village marks 200 years
since birth of its most famous resident
– Charles Kingsley
Hart’s picturesque village of Eversley is to pay
homage to its most celebrated resident, Charles
Kingsley, by staging a festival on 14 & 15 June
2019 to mark the 200th anniversary of his birth
on 12 June 1819.
Situated in the beautiful surroundings of the Hampshire
countryside, the Charles Kingsley 200 Festival will feature an
outdoor opera spectacular, theatre, puppets, a pageant, and a
series of ‘Tent Talks’ drawing on Kingsley’s legacy, as well as an
array of delicious food and drink and free children’s activities.
Two performances of Andromeda take centre-stage on both
evenings: the world premiere of a new outdoor orchestration
of Cyril Rootham’s cantata dramatica - a form of ‘opera’ with
theatrical elements – composed in 1905, but effectively ‘lost’
for over 100 years. It was based on Kingsley’s original poem
(1858), inspired by the classical myth of a young woman
chained to a rock as sacrifice to the gods.

Kingsley Mount, venue for the Charles Kingsley 200 Festival

The String Theatre will perform a puppet-version of
Kingsley’s best-known work, ‘The Water-Babies’, using longstring marionettes and ghostly shadows. A specially written
play, #RealCharlesKingsley starring Peter Duncan of Blue
Peter fame, will place Kingsley back into his old parish,
‘Dr Who style’.

For more information and tickets visit https://ck200.live

DIY SOS for Yateley Industries

Charles Kingsley relief, St Mary’s Church

Volunteers and project partners supporting the DIY SOS renovation

In true DIY SOS fashion, the volunteer
army started work at 1pm on Friday 19
October and worked through until 2pm
on Sunday 21 October.

At its peak on Saturday there were
more than 50 people working.
Their tremendous efforts delivered new
kitchens, bathrooms, flooring, lighting,
electric sockets, as well as decorating
throughout both bungalows, and
supplying a fridge-freezer.
The project ended with a celebratory
ceremony on 26 October 2019.
Yateley Industries for the Disabled,
located on Mill Lane, provides
independent living and employment
opportunities for adults with disabilities.
For more information about the
services that Yateley Industries provide,
visit www.yateleyindustries.uk

St Mary’s Church, Eversley

£6,000 grant for the The Lions
Community Store in Fleet

HDC and Lions Community Store staff

Yateley Industries began discussions
with B&Q in July 2018 about the
need to refurbish two of the on-site
bungalows. The project involved
renovating the independent living
facilities for adults with disabilities,
which will now accommodate another
six residents, into the bungalows which
have previously been unable to rent due
to the condition of the property.

The award of an MBE to Colin Gray
past Chairman of the Fleet Pond
Society, honours his more than 30
years of service to the community
of Fleet. Colin is pictured with his
wife Mavis after being invested with
the honour by Her Majesty the
Queen at Windsor Castle.

Proceeds from the festival will be split between global charity,
Child Hope, and a local charity, Charles Kingsley’s School.
Pupils from the school will stage a pageant, funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund, on the history of child labour in our
community.

The ‘Tent Talks’ feature figures including Frank Field MP;
priest/journalist/broadcaster, Giles Fraser; and Professor of
Economic History at Oxford, Jane Humphries. They will
cover topics including politics, history, child labour, science,
sex, and Kingsley’s legacy.

Spie Facilities, in collaboration with
B&Q, have renovated living and working
accommodation at Yateley Industries for
the Disabled.

Congratulations
Colin - MBE!

Hart District Council has provided
£6,000 of funding to a local charity
through the Housing Trailblazer
project.
The Hart District Council
Homelessness Prevention Trailblazer
was set up in 2017 to deliver
holistic support for people who may
be homeless or threatened with
homelessness, with help that extends
beyond simply addressing housing
related problems, so that wider
support needs can be identified and
met.
The funding was given to The
Lions Community Store, which is
supported by local Lions clubs but
based in Fleet, to provide household
goods to assist in preventing and
alleviating homelessness. The charity

recycles redundant household goods,
appliances, clothing and other items
free of charge to benefit genuinely
needy people in the area and thereby
reduce unnecessary waste to the
advantage of the environment.
Beverley Allardice MBE, Founder and
Manager of The Lions Community
Store, said: “The funding will greatly
assist us in helping hard pressed
families in times of increasing demand.
We appreciate the work of Hart
District Council in their continued
efforts to publicise the need of
donations and contributions into the
charity.”
For more information about the
work of Fleet Lions Community
Store, please visit
www.communitystore.org.uk

18 Elections & Your Council
Did you miss out on voting in the
local and EU Elections?
You only need to register once - you do not need to register separately for every
election, but you must register again if you’ve changed address, name or nationality.
It usually takes about 5 minutes and you may need your National Insurance number
and your passport if you’re a British citizen living abroad, and want to vote.
Registration is quick and simple, just go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. It takes
just a few minutes. The site works on smartphones, tablets and PCs.
Electors who want to vote by post should complete and return an application form
available for printing direct from www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Calendar of Council meetings open to the public in 2019
The timetable shows when council
meetings take place. Important
decisions are taken at Cabinet and
Council meetings.
Members of the public are always
welcome to attend these meetings to
see how the Council operates.
Unless otherwise specified, all meetings
will commence at 7pm.Please see our
website www.hart.gov.uk to view the
agenda for specific meetings.
All meetings are held at Hart District
Council Offices, Harlington Way,
Fleet, GU51 4AE.

Hart News
Hart News is published by:
Hart District Council,
Harlington Way,
Fleet, GU51 4AE
01252 622122
Editorial & advertising
enquiries:
Amy Summers
01252 774460
hartnews@hart.gov.uk
Printed by: Reach Plc.
www.reachprintingservices.co.uk
Distributed by:
Smart Distribution
www.smartdistribution.co.uk
Hart District Council accepts no
responsibility for the claims made
by the advertisers. The views
presented by the advertisers are
not the views of Hart District
Council.
All articles were correct at the
time of printing. For further
information about
Hart News please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/Hart-News

Meetings

Day

June

July

Aug

Sept Oct

Nov

Cabinet

Thursday

6

4

1

5

7

Council

Thursday

Licensing committee

Tuesday

Planning committee

Wednesday

Planning (enforcement
sub-committee)

Monday (10am)

Overview and scrutiny committee

Tuesday

Audit committee

Tuesday

3

25

26

28

4

2

3

5

12

10

14

1
18

11

9

13

15

19

2

16

20

17

30

22

IN A TYPICAL WEEK

Hart District Council provides these services from just 10% of your Council Tax contribution

574

Engages with
people across our 8 social media
profiles

1,373

Updates
elector names and addresses on
the electoral register

14,881

visits to the council’s website
processing 96 online forms

Prevents 2
households
from becoming
homeless

Deals with 24 applications
for licenses
Our Community Safety
team spent 6 hours spent
educating school students
1 piece of graffiti
removed

Received 27
Environmental
Health enquiries

Enables 1.5
properties to
be adapted for a
disabled person

Enables 3 new affordable homes per week
Collect bins from over 38,200 households
Which includes:

859

Looks after
acres of countryside keeping them open
and safe for the public 24/7

1,786

Decides 2 listed building consent applications
Investigates over 5 potential breaches of
planning control

black bins

Welcomes over
visitors to Bramshot Farm Country Park
Processes 24 planning applications
Investigates
2.5 dog on
dog attacks
per week
1 stray dog returned to their
owner
Investigates at least 1 dog
fouling complaint

19,100

115

patrols in car parks and

287

on street

32

Investigated
7 reports of
abandoned vehicles

residents’ parking scratch cards and
10 resident parking permits issued

19,100

6,000

recycling
bins

garden
waste bins

175 tonnes of recycling and glass

45

Updates over
existing benefits claims

45

Business Rates bills processed

764

Processes
Council Tax payments

10% is the percentage of your Council Tax contribution that is paid directly to Hart District Council in 2019/20
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Main contact number:

01252 622122

Hart District
Council’s new
Chairman

Can we help?

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-5pm,
Fri: 8:30am-4:30pm
Building Control (Building Regulations)
Community Safety
Council Tax enquiries
Business Rates enquiries
Council Meetings (Committee Services)
Countryside Service
Dog Warden
Out of hours Dog Warden service
Environmental Health
Out of hours Emergency Noise enquiries
Fly Tipping
Grounds Maintenance
Home Energy advice
Housing Benefit claims/enquiries
Housing Services
Out of hours Emergency Homelessness enquiries

www.hart.gov.uk
01252 398715
01252 774476
01252 622122
01252 622122
01252 774141
01252 623443
01252 774421
0845 677 0678
01252 774421
0845 677 0678
01252 622122
01252 622122
01252 774420
01252 622122
01252 774420
0845 677 0678

Frogmore Leisure Centre,Yateley
Hart Leisure Centre, Fleet
Licensing
Local Land Charges
Parking
Car Parking enquiries
Penalty Charge Notice Payments
Pest Control
Planning Application enquiries
Planning Policy enquiries
Trees – Protected Tree enquiries
Voter Registration and Elections

01252 873454
03330 050134
01252 622122
01252 774133

For all other services, please phone

01252 622122

@HartCouncil

01252 625990
01252 625991
01252 622122
01252 774419
01252 774118
01252 774419
01252 774077

/HartDistrictCouncil

On Thursday
16 May 2019
Cllr Sharyn
Wheale was
elected as
Chairman of
Hart District
Council at the
Annual Meeting.
The Chairman represents the District
at all civic ceremonial events and wears
the official Chain and Badge of Office
as the symbol of authority.
For more information about the work
of the Chairman please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/chairmancouncil-2019

Move to
your dream
home now!
Berkeley has a selection
of 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes
in a stunning country park
setting from £480,000*
PART EXCHANGE NOW AVAILABLE
40 minutes** to London
Hart Leisure Centre
on your doorstep
Less than 2 miles
from Fleet town centre
In the catchment area
for excellent schools
edenbrookvillage.co.uk

01252 756 716

Edenbrook Village, Hitches Lane, Fleet, Hampshire GU51 5DN
Sales Suite and Showhomes open daily 10am-5pm

*Price correct at time of going to press. **Source: www.nationalrail.co.uk. Photography depicts streetscene and Showhome and is indicative only. Help to Buy is available on selected plots only. Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.helptobuy.gov.uk for more information.
Part exchange is available on selected 4 & 5 bedroom homes and is subject to agreement with Berkeley Homes Southern upon reservation and Berkeley Homes Southern reserves the right to withdraw the option at any time.

