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Planning future growth
for Hart district to 2032

We are producing a new Local Plan
for Hart district which will set out
how much growth there should be,
and where it should take place, up to
2032.
Recent changes to the planning system
mean that we must consider future local
needs and find new areas for growth and
development.
The Local Plan will give the Council more
control over new development, but this
means making choices about where this
development should go.
Taking account of the houses already
planned for, on current information, we need
to find sites for around 4,000 new homes by
2032. These could be in and around
Blackwater, Fleet, Hartley Wintney, Hook,

The Local Plan 2032 may affect many
aspects of our lives and we want to get the
balance right. If you want to have your say
then this is the time to get involved.
As a first step we have published an
Options Paper for you to comment on.
We propose five options for how growth
might be distributed up to 2032 – we want
to know which ones you prefer. If you think
there is another option which we should
consider please let us know.

Odiham or Yateley, in our villages, or even in
other locations such as a new village.
The plan may affect you in a variety of
ways; there may be new housing or

employment developments near to where
you live, or new shops, schools or open
spaces. New roads or cycle ways could be
built.

More information can be found in the
full Housing Development Options
Paper available on our website,
www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan
For a brief overview of the options,
please turn to page 2.

New state-of-the-art leisure centre planned for Hart

Hart has been voted one of the
best places to live in England and
there are lots of reasons why this
is so. A few months ago the
Council confirmed its commitment
to retaining this accolade by
setting future priorities under the
three themes of environment,
economy and community
wellbeing.
One project under the
wellbeing banner that is now
coming to fruition is the
development of a replacement for
the ageing Hart Leisure Centre in
Fleet.
A brand new, environmentally
friendly and architecturally
sympathetic leisure centre is being
designed to fit in to the evolving
landscape of the Edenbrook

Tel: 01252 622122
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housing development and country
park.
This new Edenbrook Leisure
Centre will contain a sports hall
large enough to hold eight
badminton courts or two full-size
netball courts – or even one fullsize basketball court with seating.
The three activity studios will be
multi-use and suitable for yoga, tai
chi, aerobics, ballet and aero biking,
while an Ofsted-compliant crèche
will be flexible enough to be
converted into a martial arts
studio after the children have gone
home each day.
On the ground floor by the
main entrance and next to a
climbing wall, the coffee shop will
double as a meeting area. Directly
above and on the first floor, the

130-station fitness gym will have a
view over the swimming pool.
Outside a floodlit full-size artificial
grass pitch to FIFA standard, plus
four purpose-built fully-enclosed
and floodlit five-a-side courts will
be constructed.
We know that swimming is
really important to local people, so
we are going to build a bigger
learner pool, a main pool with
eight lanes rather than the present
six and a third pool with a
movable floor suitable for
aquarobics, lane swimming, sub
aqua and swimming lessons.
There are a few more bridges
to cross during the coming
months, but if everything goes to
plan we should start digging the
foundations in summer 2015.

Email: hartnews@hart.gov.uk

With fair weather for building,
the doors could open for business
in autumn 2016.

Facebook: /HartDistrictCouncil

Further details will be
available at www.hart.gov.uk
as the project progresses.

Twitter: @HartCouncil
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Planning the future for
Hart district – the options

The diagrams below show five options, that in very broad terms, illustrate
how the new housing development could take shape across the district.

Option 1

Growth takes place in the existing
towns and villages. This could deliver
up to 875 homes, meaning it will
need to be combined with another
option.

Option 2

This would spread the growth
around the main towns and villages
within Hart. This could deliver as
many as 4,000 homes.

Option 3

This would focus the growth on the
edges of one or two of the existing
towns in Hart. This could deliver
around 3,500 homes, meaning it will
need to be combined with another
option.

Option 4

This option would create a new
town or village in Hart. However, as
this could take up to 10 years before
any homes are built, it would need
to be combined with another option.
This could deliver 4,000 homes or
more homes.

Option 5

This pushes the growth away from
the environmentally sensitive
Special Protection Area (SPA) which
covers a large part of the north and
east of the district. This could deliver
1,500 homes so would need to be
combined with another option.

Have your say

Which option, or combination of options, do you prefer? Is there another option the
council should consider?
More information about these options and their implications can be found on the
council’s website at www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan. If you would like to comment or
express a view about any of these options, you can either write to us or complete the
form on the website.
If you have any questions about the options for the new Local Plan 2032 and would
like to speak to council officers in person, please come to our drop-in session, no
appointment needed, which will be held at: Hart District Council Civic Offices,
Harlington Way, Fleet, on 30 September between 10.30am and 8pm.

The next steps...

l End of Housing Development Options consultation; October 2014
l Preferred Strategy for Growth, January-February 2015
l Draft Plan Consultation, Summer/Autumn 2015
l Submit the Plan to the Secretary of State, winter 2015/2016
l Public Examination (including hearing sessions), spring 2016
l Adoption of the Plan, summer 2016.

A call for sites

We want as much choice as possible over where development could go. If you know
of land that you think could be developed, then we want to hear from you.
Now is the best time to submit site details via a ‘New Site Form’ available at
www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan

News

www.hart.gov.uk
Free electric blanket
testing

Residents will be able to have
their electric blankets tested for
free at Fleet Fire Station on
Tuesday 21 October.
Following the success of last
year’s testing, the trading
standards team from Hampshire
County Council will be on hand
to test all blankets.
Old or worn out electric
blankets could be dangerous and
cause a fire. A blanket over 10
years old should be replaced
with a new one.
To book your free appointment
call 01962 833358.

Frogmore Leisure Centre’s new
all-weather pitch is now open

The way we register
to vote is changing
Up to now, the head of a
household has been responsible
for registering everyone who
lives there to vote.
Starting from the 10 June,
people in Hart and across the
whole of England and Wales will
register as individuals instead,
using a new system.

What this means for you

Your pictures wanted

Calling all amateur
photographers.
Hart News and our new
website can provide a fantastic
platform to showcase your
talents. We are always seeking
photographs that show Hart at
its best and that we can publish
online and in Hart News.
Please send your pictures in
jpeg form to
amy.mccartan@hart.gov.uk
Our next issue is scheduled for
March 2015 but we would need
to see pictures by early January
so that we can make our
selection. Happy snapping!
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A £320,000
refurbishment at
Frogmore Leisure Centre
has recently been
completed and the old
astro turf pitch has now
been replaced with a
fantastic new artificial
grass pitch.
Hart District Council
confirmed in May that they
would invest in a brand new
artificial grass pitch.
The 3G 40mm surface is
suitable for both field hockey
and football and will result in

less games being cancelled
due to adverse weather
conditions.
Along with a new surface,
the fence was also renewed
and made higher.
Paul Weavers, Building
Support Manager, who led on
the project, said: “We’re really
pleased with the finished
project and hope our
customers enjoy this brand
new surface.
“We’re devoted to
providing better facilities for
the local community and

ensuring that the surface is
multi-use for a different variety
of sports and meets the
needs of the local school as
well.”
If you would like more
information regarding
the new artificial grass
pitch go to our website at
www.threesixfive.org.uk
If you would like to
enquire about the
availability of our artificial
grass pitch email us at
frogmoreleisurecentre@
hart.gov.uk

Most people who are already
registered to vote are being moved on
to the new system automatically. So
you may not need to do anything.
We started writing to everyone on
the old register during August, telling
them if they have been moved over to
the new system. Make sure that you
take any action that we ask you to in
our letter.

Not already registered to
vote?

If you have just moved into Hart and
have not had a letter from us, you can
now register to vote by going online.
Visit
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
More about voter registration
on www.gov.uk/yourvotematters
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Guided walks
and events

Join the Hart Rangers this autumn to get
out and about in an area near you. Book
early to avoid disappointment.

Fungi Walks at Elvetham Heath and
Odiham Common
Sunday 12 October and Sunday 19
October
Join Senior Ranger Steve for a walk
around the majestic Odiham Common or
Elvetham Heath. This is a beginner’s walk
where you will be introduced to the life
cycle of fungi and learn how it benefits
the environment. You will identify fungi
species using identification charts, with
Steve on hand to help. £2.50 per person
Halloween Walk at Fleet Pond
Thursday 30 October
Come and carve a pumpkin. Then dare to
walk around the eerie Fleet Pond,
exploring the dark with your lanterns.
Wear your scariest costume! Suitable for
children aged 7 or older and they must
be accompanied by an adult. £10 per
person

Lantern Walk at Elvetham Heath
Wednesday 10 December
Join the Hart rangers for a leisurely
lantern walk through Elvetham Heath
Nature Reserve. We will meet just as it’s
getting dark to form a chain of lights at
the village pond. After a 30-40 minute
stroll, the Church on the Heath will lead a
short carol singing session. Soothe your
throats and warm up your fingers
afterwards with a hot drink and a cake,
available to purchase from the Church on
the Heath’s coffee shop. Please bring your
own lantern or torch. Parking is free at
the Elvetham Heath Community Centre.
£2 per person

All children must be accompanied
by an adult. All activities must be
booked at least two weeks in
advance unless otherwise stated.

To book a place or to get further
details visit
www.hart.gov.uk/guided-walks or
email countryside@hart.gov.uk or
phone 01252 623443. Times and
meeting places will be confirmed
on booking.

www.hart.gov.uk

Green Flags awarded
for fourth year running

Hart District Council has won two
prestigious Green Flag Awards for
the fourth year in a row.
Elvetham Heath Local Nature Reserve
and Open Spaces and Hartley Wintney
Central Commons have each received a
prestigious Green Flag Award.
This national award, handed out by
environment charity Keep Britain Tidy,
recognises and rewards the best parks and
green spaces across the country.
A Green Flag flying overhead is a sign to
visitors that the space boasts the highest
possible standards and is excellently
managed.
Hartley Wintney Central Commons is an
amazing place; it has lots of areas for
different activities – from watching cricket
on Cricketers Green to the community
orchard at Hunt’s Common, sitting under
the majestic oaks on Central Common, to a
quiet woodland walk through Phoenix
Green.
It is also a haven for wildlife. Many species
of insects, birds and mammals can be seen,
from bats flitting in the evening light
between the trees on Central Common, to
birds such as treecreepers and greater
spotted woodpeckers feasting on the insect
life in Phoenix Green Common.
Elvetham Heath Local Nature Reserve
and Open Spaces also continues to impress
the Green Flag judges with its excellent use
of green space, well-maintained paths and
play parks and its beautiful heathland nature
reserve.
Carl Westby, Hart’s Head of Leisure and
Environmental Promotion, said: “We are
absolutely delighted to receive these Green
Flag Awards.
“Hart Countryside Services, with their
partners Hartley Wintney Parish Council,
Elvetham Heath Parish Council and the
shared Basingstoke and Deane Grounds
Maintenance and Street Care team, work
hard to manage these beautiful areas not
only for wildlife but to ensure our green
spaces are maintained to a high standard
for the enjoyment of the whole
community.”
The high number of Green Flag awards
won across the country means more
people than ever before will have access to

The Mildmay Oaks at Hartley Wintney Central Common
well-managed, quality green space, which is
vital to people’s health and wellbeing.
Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag Award
scheme manager, Paul Todd, said: “We are
delighted to announce yet another recordbreaking year for Green Flag Award parks
and green spaces.
“A Green Flag Award provides national

recognition for all the parks managers, staff
and volunteers who, through their
dedication and hard work, have helped to
create these fantastic places for everyone
to enjoy. Quality green spaces are a vital
resource for communities and that is why it
is so significant that we have given out
more awards than ever before.”

Meet our #WildlifeSelfie competition winner
Hart Countryside launched a
Wildlife Selfie competition on
its Twitter and Facebook sites
at the beginning of June.
A selfie is a photograph
taken of oneself, typically with
a Smartphone or webcam and
uploaded on to a social media
website. Thank you for all of
your entries. Here is our
winner, ‘Snail Watch!’
Even though the
competition is now closed –
please feel free to send us your #WildlifeSelfie on Facebook at
www.facebook.co.uk/HartCountrysideServices or Twitter at
www.twitter.com/HartCountryside

Countryside
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Mildmay Oaks
– trees of life

Around 200 years ago the oaks
on Hartley Wintney Commons
were planted by Lady Mildmay
after an appeal from Admiral
Collingwood after the Battle of
Trafalgar.
The feeling was that in order
to be a successful nation, we
had to have a ready supply of
our own timber to build ships.
As a result, hundreds of oaks
were planted in the organised
style that you see today on the
Common.
However the Industrial
Revolution of the mid-19th
century changed the course of
this site’s future.
The use of wood for boat
construction was replaced by
iron and steel. Initially, by
replacing the framework, but
soon after replacing all but the
cosmetic finishing.
As a result, the trees became
outdated for shipping purposes
so were left to grow with very
little or, probably, no forestry
intervention.
We know this happened in
Hartley Wintney because you
would expect the weaker or
misshaped trees to have been
thinned out. This would allow
more space for the stronger,
healthier trees to produce
much better timber.
While there are clearly
spaces where some trees have
been removed or fallen, there
are still many trees standing
with little timber value.
While these smaller trees
are not great for timber, few
could argue the beauty of all
the trees on the Common and
how they have made Hartley
Wintney a special place to live
and visit.
However, the Common and
its trees are also designated as
a Site of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINC).
They provide a home and
resources for hundreds of
different species, from lichens
to owls.
On a summer’s day you may
see purple hairstreak
butterflies in the top of the
trees, a treecreeper spiralling
up the stem, or blue tits
nesting in a small hole – and
some trees on the Common
even contain roosting bats in
their cavities and under loose
bark.
You may even see bats
hunting at night or Britain’s
largest insect, the stag beetle,
buzzing through the hedgerows
and trees, looking for females
on warm June evenings.
So from battles to beetles
and butterflies, these trees
provide an important and
historic place in our
community.
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Birds ‘flock’ back to a
revitalised Fleet Pond

Guest writer William Legge of
Hampshire Ornithological Society
(HOS) explains an exciting increase in
bird species and numbers at our Fleet
pond reserve:
“With more than 220 bird species recorded
at the reserve, Fleet Pond ranked highly in
conservation terms in central southern England.
However, decades of deteriorating water
quality and overgrown reedbeds were starting
to take their toll and bird numbers were
steadily decreasing. But the ongoing
restoration programme at Fleet Pond is starting
to pay dividends for birds and other wildlife.
It’s great to see that the new islands are
proving increasingly popular to birdlife. In 2012
a handful of common tern pairs and blackheaded gulls were attracted by the new islands,
but unfortunately they failed to breed.
Undeterred, up to five pairs of common
terns and 17 pairs of black-headed gulls
returned in the 2013 breeding season, this time
successfully raising more than 20 young. This
year eight or nine pairs of common terns have
returned to the pond to breed and blackheaded gulls have rapidly increased in numbers
to more than 125 pairs.
This means Fleet Pond now has the largest
colonies, found away from the coast, of both
these species in Hampshire. In addition, lapwing,
a type of plover, bred successfully at the
reserve this year for the first time.
The restoration of the reedbeds is also
starting to have a positive impact. Encouragingly,
the numbers of singing reed warblers, another

Black-headed gull chick

Common
tern nest
Fleet Pond specialty which travel here to breed
in summer from their wintering grounds in
Africa, are also up this year – to 30-35 pairs.
Snipe and jack snipe, small wading birds that
frequent the reedbeds in winter, were at record
numbers this last winter.
I hope the islands will soon attract many
more new species of bird to breed. The
ongoing management of the reedbeds and the
improving water quality will enable bird and
other wildlife to flourish once more. In

Our pedestrian tractor is as
adaptable as a swiss army knife

Hart Countryside took delivery of a pedestrian tractor earlier this
year which has already proved its worth.
A pedestrian tractor is an adaptable walk-behind power unit
which has a number of different attachments for a variety of tasks.
This allows us to cut and maintain reed beds, brambles, grass, light
scrub and heather.
Many areas that the Countryside Services maintain are not
accessible to a mini sit-on tractor. This new machine can be easily
operated on steep slopes and wet, soft ground, allowing us to
complete maintenance to a higher standard.
The unit can be used all year round. A flail attachment helps keep
paths accessible in the summer by cutting back encroaching
vegetation. In the autumn it can go to work in the reed beds and in
the winter it can be used to clear snow.
A large powered brush and small snow plough were bought with
the tractor to help keep pavements and paths clear. All the new
attachments also fit our old machine, so while that can be kept
going too, the speed and efficiency of jobs will be greatly improved.
Senior Ranger Steve Lyons said: “The new pedestrian tractor is
very user-friendly and, with a bit of training, can be used by regular
volunteers as well as staff. It really is like a swiss army knife with all
the different attachments that can go on it.”

particular, the programme hopes to attract the
incredibly rare bittern and the return of winter
wildfowl such as teal, shoveler and pochard.”
Our thanks William, it is brilliant to hear such
good news so soon. We hope to report more
success in the near future. Please let us know if
you see anything interesting at Fleet Pond
through our blog at
www.hart.gov.uk/rangers-blog or our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
HartCountrysideServices

Create your own wildflower
patch with our free offer

To encourage you to create a
wildflower patch we will provide a
FREE bag of perennial seed mix to the
first ten people who contact us
(contact details below).
Creating a “wildlflower patch” in
your garden can significantly increase
the amount of nectar available to
insects and provide additional homes
for mini beasts. The seeds themselves Heath spotted orchid
and the insects can then provide vital
additional food for birds and other
animals.
You do not have to change your
entire garden into a lowland meadow.
Even small patches in a corner of the
garden will make a positive
contribution – just imagine if every
garden did that?
If you have enjoyed seeing some of
the flower rich road verges which
were blooming this summer, then why Bird’s-foot trefoil attracts bees and
butterflies
not plan your own patch for next
year? Autumn is the perfect time to
create a patch for spring and summer flowering in 2015.
Creating a wildflower patch is easy! For a small patch the best way to
sow the seed is to simply mix it with some sand and spread evenly. The
sand helps you see where you have put the seed and ensure an even
coverage.
If you have sown an annual mix you won’t need to do any further
maintenance until the end of the summer when you will need to clear
the patch. However, you can get perennial mixes, these generally last
more than two years.
Email paul.howe@hart.gov.uk to be in with a chance of
winning a free bag of perennial seed mix.
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Update on affordable homes in Hart
Busy time for new homes

Our district is very busy delivering
affordable homes, which is helping to
house many local people in housing need.
As part of its regeneration programme, Sentinel
Housing Association has redeveloped its former
office at Lismoyne House in Fleet as 12 one and
two-bed apartments to let for the over-55s.
Further developments include Wickham Court,
Church Crookham and Albany Court, Fleet which
will be providing a mixture of one and two-bed
apartments for rent for people aged over 55.
These are expected to be completed in spring
2015.
There will also be general housing for rent and
shared ownership properties being delivered at
the QEB site over the next few months, including
one, two and three-bed properties.
In other parts of the district, affordable housing
for rent and shared ownership is progressing well,
with properties being built at St Mary’s Park in
Hartley Wintney. The first properties at this site
were expected to be available from June.
In addition, four three-bed rental properties are
being developed at The Lea and Larmer Close,
Church Crookham by Sentinel Housing Association
as part of a regeneration programme in those
areas. These properties are expected to be
completed at the end of 2014.
All of these dates are subject to change
and if you have any queries about these
sites or the housing register contact the
Housing Service on housing@hart.gov.uk
or telephone 01252 774420.

New homes specifically for wheelchair users

Are you looking for a wheelchair-adapted home to enable
you to live independently?
Two brand new properties in the latest phase of the St
Mary’s Park development in Hartley Wintney will be twobedroom bungalows built to wheelchair housing standard.
They should be available in summer 2015.
To ensure that we can meet the needs of those requiring
wheelchair-accessible housing we would like any people who
feel they may be suitable, to contact us and register their
interest. The properties will be advertised through Hart’s
Housing Register at www.harthomes.org.uk
For information or to apply to join the Housing
Register, email housing.services@hart.gov.uk or
call us on 01252 77420.

We will be changing how we allocate affordable housing

Hart District Council will be changing
the way it allocates affordable housing
following the introduction of a new law.
There will be a number of changes,
including the introduction of new rules
which will mean people qualify for
housing according to local connection,
financial capability and housing need and
are restricted from joining the housing
register in cases of unacceptable
behaviour.
There will be a change in the way the
bedroom need for applicants is
calculated, in line with Housing Benefit
criteria. The new policy will also move
from the existing five-band scheme

(Band A – Band E) to a four-band
scheme (Band A – Band D).
A letter was sent to all housing
register applicants in July outlining the
main policy changes, and a further letter
will be sent at the end of September
asking applicants to re-register if they
wish to continue applying for housing.
The last properties under Hart’s
existing allocations policy will be
advertised at the beginning of October,
after which the system will close down
to allow applicants to re-register and for
re-assessment of all applications to be
carried out in line with the new policy.
The new allocations policy will go live

on 27 October, with the first bidding
cycle running between 30 October - 2
November. There will not be any changes
to the way vacancies are advertised and
applicants apply for housing.
The new policy is explained in detail in
an information booklet. Copies can be
found on our website
www.hart.gov.uk or can be requested
by calling 01252 774420 or in writing
to Housing Services Department, Hart
District Council, Civic Offices, Harlington
Way, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 4AE.
You are also welcome to drop into
the office for further information
Monday to Friday, 9am - 4.30pm.

HomeWell service
offers a wide range of
help and advice for free

HomeWell is a free and confidential advice service.
Our caseworkers work with Hart District Council to
provide advice about local services, welfare benefits,
courses, lunch clubs, energy efficiency, grants and loans
for repairs and adaptations.
If you want to apply for help with benefits, Laura
and Di will help you. If you can’t afford essential
repairs, they can tell you about local funders. If you
can no longer get up the stairs or into your bath
safely, they can advise you about this, too.
Our caseworkers can visit you in your own home,
so they can see what you are worried about and
listen to your concerns. They have already helped
hundreds of Hart residents.
Case studies:
Mr Simmonds was referred to the council for a
disabled adaptation grant and Laura arranged for a
surveyor to prepare drawings and a schedule. She
also arranged quotes and helped Mr Simmonds to
complete the application forms. Laura also noticed
that Mr Simmons was not getting all his benefit
entitlement, so she referred him to his local benefits
team who helped him to get Savings Pensions Credit.
Mrs Spicer had a back door that wouldn’t lock and
a local trader offered to replace it for £900, which
she couldn’t afford. Di arranged for the local
handyperson to change the lock, and adjust the door
so it would lock properly. The charge was just £36.
During the first visit Mrs Spicer told Di that her son
had given her his old computer, but she couldn’t get
the hang of it, so Di was able to track down a local IT
course run by U3A. Mrs Spicer is now on Facebook
and has managed to install her own virus protector!
All our home visiting staff are criminal records
checked, qualified in their area and work with other
local service providers to get what customers need.
For more information call 0800 0556277,
email hantshia@familymosaic.co.uk or visit
www.safeandwellathome.co.uk

Online forms
available for
Revenues and
Benefits Services

We are putting a number of
forms online to make it easier for
Hart residents to apply for
Revenues and Benefits services.
The forms are easy to use,
leading customers logically through
the questions on the form and
only asking questions that are
relevant to the customer, based on
answers previously given.
This will ensure we receive all
the information required and will
mean that the forms will be dealt
with more quickly. The services
available so far include:
l Claiming Housing Benefit or
Council Tax Support
l Reporting a change in
circumstances for Housing
Benefit or Council Tax Support
l Applying for a Council Tax Single
Persons Discount
l Reporting a change in
circumstances in relation to
Single Persons Discount
l Applying for Student Discount
l Reporting a change of address
l Applying to pay by Direct Debit
As each form is tested and
ready to use it will be loaded on
to the Council’s website on the
Council Tax or Benefits web pages.
Customers are asked to look on
the Council’s website as the first
port of call when applying for
these services, as it will save time if
you apply online.

Leisure
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Stay strong for
longer with our
specialist classes

Get sporty
this autumn
and beat the
winter blues

Winter is coming and we
know how hard it is to
motivate yourself to do
exercise when it’s looking
particularly brisk outside.
Well, let Hart and Frogmore
Leisure Centres sports
courses keep you active.
You can now book on to
one of the fantastic sports
courses at either leisure
centre. Both centres have a
range of sports on offer for
both adults and juniors.
Kevin Wallace, Leisure
Development Officer for Hart
District Council, said “Why not
try something new this
September?
“We have a rich
programme of sports courses
to choose from, from fencing
to yoga and even gymnastics.”
Other courses include;
archery, trampolining,
badminton and squash.
For more details on age
ranges and times go to
our website
www.threesixfive.org.uk
or call us on 01252
629974.

Over 60s’ club
going strong
five years on

This summer marked the fifth
anniversary of the over 60s’
social club at Hart Leisure
Centre.
The club was originally set
up by Kevin Wallace to
provide people aged over 60
with the opportunity to join a
friendly group where they
could socialise and play games.
Kevin, Leisure Development
Officer for Hart District
Council, said “It’s great to see
how far the social club has
come and how it is still going
strong after all these years!
“It is so crucial to stay both
physically and mentally active
as we get older and the social
club definitely helps with the
mentally active side of health.
The more active our brain is,
the better our memory is
likely to remain as we age.”
The club is open to anyone
aged 60 or over and the
friendly group play bingo, cards
and number of other games.
Tea and coffee is also provided.
The social club is always
looking for new members, so
why not visit them next
Wednesday at 2pm, at Hart
Leisure Centre to find out
more about this great club.
For further information
about the club call Hart
Leisure Centre on 01252
629974 or visit
www.threesixfive.org.uk

Get back to cycling

Hart District Council is proud to be
part of both the Hampshire Sports
Partnership and the Hampshire
Health and Wellbeing Partnership.
One of the common aims of all three
organisations is to promote healthy activities
to a cross-section of the community,
including those who have bikes but don’t use
them very often. Fleet Cycling (pictured) is
our local club and its members meet each
Thursday, Friday and Sunday to enjoy
organised rides – and sample the local cafés.
Fleet Cycling has created an initiative,
called pedal2gether, to encourage people
back to cycling with starter rides of five
miles, and including the all important coffee
and cake stop! These rides will begin on the
first and third Saturday of each month from
10am. We hope more people will choose to

cycle more often for at least some of their
journeys. Emphasising the benefits of two
wheels and people power, the aim is to
inspire and promote a positive and healthy
cycling culture.
Fleet Cycling is now sponsored by Hart
Leisure’s ‘365’ brand. From September it is
planned to start all Fleet Cycling rides from
the Hart Leisure Centre.
Cllr Dr Anne Crampton, the council’s
Cabinet Member for Community Wellbeing,
said “I’m really pleased that a local club has
come forward for sponsorship. In return for
promoting the 365 brand, the club will
organise a series of health rides and open its
doors to new members. We have also
offered corporate 365 membership to all of
its riders – which means they can swim or
work out on the days they are not riding.”

You don’t need to
be a John Travolta
to strut your stuff

STAYIN’ ALIVE is Hart District Council’s
new activity programme aimed at those who
used to strut their stuff to John Travolta, but
aren’t quite so agile now.
You don’t need flares or leg warmers – just
some sportswear or a swimming costume –
because we’ve put together a mixture of
interesting and enjoyable activities suitable
for beginners as well as experienced
individuals.
Work out to music, try a personal training
session with our friendly gym instructors,
join in with the badminton and table tennis
crowd or simply enjoy a relaxing swim with
like-minded people.
You can bring a friend or come on your
own. There’s no pressure to become a
member, sign up to a set period or join a
particular group – although if you want
company, lots of people have already started
STAYIN’ ALIVE at Hart Leisure Centre in
Fleet.
We can’t guarantee 70s’ prices, but we’ve
thrown in a few special offers so you try a
variety of activities without having to buy
specialist equipment or clothes.
The serious bit! We all know that exercise
is good for the heart, the mind and the joints,
but if you are concerned about your general
health, you haven’t exercised for a while, or
you just want some advice on what might
work best for you, then do consult your GP
before visiting us.
For further details ring reception on 01252
629974, email hartleisurecentre@hart.gov.uk
or go to www.threesixfive.org
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Hart and Frogmore Leisure Centres’ Steady and
Strong classes are growing with popularity every
month. The falls prevention class helps people
improve their core strength and improves balance.
Sharon Hatherley, the qualified postural stability
instructor who runs the sessions, said “I just love
teaching the class and seeing everyone improve,
becoming more confident and generally happier.
“I’ve taught many different group exercise classes
over the years and this one is definitely the most
rewarding. I’ve worked with stroke victims, people
with balance issues and people who have had falls
on the Steady and Strong programme and this class
really can make a huge difference to people’s
everyday lives”.
The class was originally launched at Hart Leisure
Centre in September 2013 and swiftly introduced at
Frogmore, where success has been even greater,
with an additional class being added to the timetable
of activities.
Cllr Dr Anne Crampton, Hart’s Cabinet Member
for Community Wellbeing, said “It’s important that
we offer a wide variety of lower impact classes for
the local community. Steady and Strong is a great
example of that. Classes like these will hopefully
relieve some pressure on the NHS services as well”.
Classes run at Hart Leisure Centre every
Wednesday 12:45pm - 2:45pm and at Frogmore
Leisure Centre every Monday and Thursday 1:30pm
- 2:30pm.
For more information call Hart Leisure
Centre on 01252 629974 or Frogmore
Leisure Centre on 01252 873454.
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Business

North Hampshire
Business Expo

Small to medium-sized businesses
from across North Hampshire are
invited to attend the first ever
North Hampshire Business Expo
which is taking place at The De Vere
Village Hotel, Farnborough, on
Thursday 16 October 2014.
This free business event gives
new start-ups and established
businesses the chance to come
together to meet and connect with
more than 50 exhibitors,
representing the best of local and
regional companies, suppliers and
business support organisations.
Hart District Council is proud to
be supporting this event in
partnership with Rushmoor
Borough Council and Basingstoke
and Deane District Council.
For more information visit
www.hart.gov.uk/businesses

Hart for Business
Event in October

Following the successful ‘Have Your
Say’ Hart for Business event, the
council is holding its next free
event on Wednesday 1 October
2014 from 5.30pm-7.45pm at
Highfield Park near Hook.
The council holds two regular
free business events throughout the
year. This event will provide
businesses with the opportunity to
hear how the council is working to
support local companies and to
speak directly to the Leader and
Chief Executives about their
business growth issues, through a
question and answer session.
These events help the council
engage with businesses and provide
a forum for businesses to discuss
issues that directly affect them. They
also provide attendees with an ideal
opportunity to network with other
businesses and make new contacts.
This free event is open to all
Hart district-based businesses,
including those wanting to re-locate
to this area.
For further details and to
register, email
jennifer.atherton@hart.gov.uk

InOdiham group
update

InOdiham is a small group of
residents and local business-people
who have voluntarily joined forces
to create a not-for-profit
organisation that promotes the
village and the businesses within it.
Their aim is to revitalise the
village and develop the community
spirit. InOdiham has already
organised a weekly grocery market,
the Italian market and classic car
display, ‘Bands and Booze’, hanging
baskets and ground-level planters
and the very popular Christmas
Extravaganza. There is a new
website at www.inodiham.co.uk
promoting local businesses, events
and services, where you can also
sign up to volunteer.

www.hart.gov.uk

Minister signs £118m local growth fund deal

A £118 million Growth Deal,
the first to be signed off in
the UK, has been awarded
to The Enterprise M3 Local
Enterprise Partnership
(LEP).
It was agreed by the Rt Hon
Greg Clark, MP, Minister of State
for Cabinet Office (Cities and
Constitution) and newly
appointed Minister of State for
Universities and Science, following
announcements that Local
Growth Funding will be awarded
to the 39 LEPs.
The Enterprise M3 Growth
Deal was signed at the
Farnborough International
Airshow in July by the Rt Hon
Greg Clark and Enterprise M3
Chair Geoff French in front of a
small group of Enterprise M3
board members and strategic
partners, including the Hart
District Council Leader, Cllr Ken
Crookes.
The Enterprise M3 Growth
Deal will see significant
investment in skills and
technology centres,
improvements to roads,
sustainable transport measures
and unlocking of housing
developments to ensure the
Enterprise M3 area remains at

Left to right: Cllr Ken Crookes, Greg Clark, MP and Geoff French

the forefront of technological
development and innovation. The
21 projects that form the
Growth Deal will help the area
to retain its position as an
economic powerhouse both
nationally and internationally.
Geoff French, Chair of
Enterprise M3 Local Enterprise
Partnership, commented: “We are
delighted that the Minister joined
us at the Farnborough
International Airshow and that he

Advice, networking and training with
Southern Entrepreneurs support group

Hart District Council has joined Southern Entrepreneurs,
which means that our businesses can now access networking
events across Hampshire for free, attend subsidised training
and access over 1,000 other small businesses through the
online forum.
Networking Dates
15 Oct – Rushmoor – venue, TBC
12 Nov – Datanet, Fleet
11 Dec - Big Christmas social, secret venue
Training Dates
Hart District Council subsidises all Southern Entrepreneurs
training sessions for Hart based businesses, which means you
can attend for just £35.
18 Sep - Getting the best from Outlook – Southampton
7 Oct - Taking on Staff, – Hart
4 Nov - What’s your Elevator Pitch? Basingstoke
Visit the Southern Entrepreneurs website to join
up, book a session and find out more at
www.southernentrepreneurs.com
Some venues and times are still TBC at time of
going to print. For exact locations email
hello@southernentrepreneurs.com

chose our Growth Deal to be
the first one in the country to be
signed. The Growth Deal will not
only build on Enterprise M3’s
strengths in aerospace and
defence but also support a new
generation of UK technologies
notably £5 million of Growth
Deal investment in 5G
technologies. This investment will,
we hope, cement Britain’s
leadership in mobile technologies
and put the UK on the map as

the place to invest in mobile
technology R&D. This 5G
leadership role is of significance
to all parts of the UK and will
provide new business
opportunities for a diverse range
of UK sectors, including
aerospace and defence.”

For more information about
the M3 Growth Deal and
the 21 chosen projects visit
www.enterprisem3.org.uk

Free bite-sized health and safety
training on offer to Hart businesses
If you own or run a business within
the Hart Council district you can
receive free bite-sized health and
safety training for your employees.
To date around 60 employees
working within the business
community of Hart District Council
have benefited from this campaign.
This includes the staff from:
l Ecolight Energy Management
Solutions Ltd;
l L-3 Communications ASA Ltd;
l Golden Triangle Restaurant, Fleet.
So far in 2014 staff at
Heatherside Infant School received
an overview of food safety to help
them promote good hygiene to
pupils as part of their cookery
lessons.
In addition, concise training was
provided in food safety crosscontamination controls to the

Gulshan and Dansiri Restaurants,
the Shoulder of Mutton and the
Queens Head public house.
How do I find out more?
Free health and safety training is
available to any business within the
Hart district.
It can be on any topic of your
choice and sessions will be tailored
to the needs of individual
businesses. Training sessions are
designed to be short and concise
and will be approximately two
hours in duration.
If you own or know of a
business that could benefit
from additional training
please contact the
Environmental Health team
on eh@hart.gov.uk or call
01252 774421.

Fleet Future volunteers work to make the town a better place for all

Fleet Future is a group of local residents who
simply want Fleet to be even better than it
already is.
By working with the Town, District and
County Councils, their aim is to encourage
residents and visitors to support our local
businesses and keep the town centre buzzing
at the heart of the District.
Fleet Future has rolled up their sleeves and
got personally involved in trying to make the
town better for everyone and early this year
they developed a Town Plan based on the
feedback of over 800 local people. The action
teams are now working on short term
‘stepping stone projects’ to deliver these
improvements and gathering the evidence for

longer term developments that are needed.
Fleet Future has been working closely with
other groups and organisations to get the ball
rolling on several actions from the Town Plan.
In partnership with the Council, the group
has been investigating a business rates
discount scheme that retailers can apply for if
they can show that it will benefit Fleet. A
huge amount of research has been
completed with the Council regarding
changes to car parking, including investigating
putting in “pay-on-exit” machines in Fleet car
parks.
Fleet Future is working with retailers to
stage a Fashion Week showcasing Fleet’s
fashion, hair and beauty businesses. This is a

big step towards the group driving the
formation of a business led town centre
team. To boost activities in the town centre, a
new team ‘Fleet and District Festival
Committee’ has formed to run the 2013/14
Fleet Christmas Festivals and the first ever
Fleet Food Festival in May. Both events
encouraged thousands of people to come to
the town and see what a great place Fleet is.
More events are planned for 2015!
To volunteer for Fleet Future or to
contact the group, email
info@fleetfuture.com or visit their
facebook page www.facebook.co.uk/
groups/fleetfuture for information.

Environment and Parking
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Many ways to pay for parking

Are you always running out of
change or fed up for carrying too
much just to pay for parking? Well
there’s no need! Hart District
Council offers various ways to pay
for parking at all council-owned car
parks.
You can pay for parking using your
mobile phone. Simply find a space in one
of the locations where cashless parking is
available, register your stay and pay by
text, online on the mipermit website
(www.mipermit.com) or telephone.
Please see car park signs for location
information.
A receipt is sent to your mobile
confirming your stay. There’s no need to
display a ticket.
To help you remember when your
parking time is up, you can opt to use
the reminder service and/or extend your
stay without the need to return to your
vehicle.
For more information, details on
how to use the system and discover
which car parks can be used with
this service please go to
www.mipermit.com.

Save with our Smart Parking
Card

The Smart Parking Card is a rechargeable
card that can be used in any council car
park and where on-street charges apply
in Hart. It can be loaded with any amount
from £5 to £500.

To get you started we are offering new
applicants £15 of parking for only £10.
(Only one card per person). We will also
waive the £3 membership fee, saving you
£8 in total. Your kids can benefit too. As
an extra bonus, for a limited time only, if
you spend £15 or more we will send you

You can report problems online

Do you have an issue or problem in
your area that you need to report, but
you’re not sure who to report it to?
Hart District Council has introduced a
new online reporting tool that people
can access on their mobile phone or
desktop computer.
It’s simple to use. All you need to do is
select the area on an interactive map
where you would like to report the
issue, and then select one of the
following options: – Abandoned vehicles;
Car Parking; Dog Warden; Flyposting;
Flytipping; Graffiti; Parks/Landscapes;

Potholes; Roads/Highways; Road traffic
signs; Rubbish; Street Cleaning; Street
Lighting; Street Nameplates, or Traffic
Lights.
You can then upload an image of your
issue and submit it. The authority
responsible for the matter concerned
(either Hampshire County Council or
Hart District Council) will receive the
report. Once your issue has been
resolved, an update will appear on the
website where you submitted the
matter.
Visit www.hart.fixmystreet.com

a voucher for a family swim (2 adults and
2 children) at Hart Leisure Centre
(valued at £10.05).

For more information on parking
in Hart please visit
www.hart.gov.uk/parking

Changes to car tax
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From 1 October, the paper tax disc will no
longer need to be displayed on a vehicle
windscreen. Below you can find some
information if you are buying, selling or wanting a
refund on your car tax. For more information
please visit www.gov.uk and search for ‘vehicle
tax changes’.
Buying a vehicle
From 1 October, when you buy a vehicle, the
‘car tax’ will no longer be transferred with the
vehicle. You will need to buy new vehicle tax
before you can use it.
You can tax the vehicle using the New Keeper
Supplement (V5C/2) part of the vehicle
registration certificate (V5C) online or by phone
- 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Alternatively,
you can still visit a Post Office branch.
Selling a vehicle
If you sell a vehicle after 1 October and you
have notified DVLA, you will automatically get a
refund for any full calendar months left on the
vehicle tax.
Vehicle tax refunds
You will no longer need to make a separate
application for a refund of vehicle tax. DVLA will
automatically issue a refund when a notification is
received from the person named on its register
that the vehicle has been sold or transferred; has
been scrapped; has been exported; has been
removed from the road and the registered
keeper has made a Statutory Off Road
Notification (SORN); or that the person on the
vehicle register has changed the tax class on the
vehicle to an exempt duty tax class
Checking the tax status of a vehicle
You can check the tax status of any vehicle
www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-tax. This can also
be used for rental vehicles.
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RAF flying high in new Chinooks

This summer saw the
unveiling of the first of the
RAF’s 14 new Chinook
helicopters to be used from
RAF Odiham.
A new £115 million agreement
has been made with Boeing
Defence UK to maintain the engines
of the RAF’s increased fleet of 60
Chinooks that will save taxpayers
money.
By replacing five existing support
contracts with one arrangement,
the MoD has reduced the cost of
overhauling engines by more than
£20 million.
The Chinook Mark 6 helicopters,
which were ordered in 2011 as
part of a £1 billion programme,
have now achieved their entry into
service on time and three of the
new aircraft have been delivered to
the RAF who have commenced
training in the UK.
They all benefit from a new digital
automatic flight control system that
provides improved handling qualities
and aircraft stability. Offering
increased safety, the Mark 6 is the
most advanced heavy-lift helicopter
ever operated by the RAF.
All 14 new aircraft will be
delivered to the MoD before the
end of 2015 and are on track to be
fully operational by early 2017.

Chinook helicopters from18 (B) Squadron practising desert operations during Exercise Vortex Warrior.18 (B) Sqn are based at Royal Air Force Odiham, Hampshire

We will remember them

LIGHTS OUT in Hart

Working in partnership the Royal British
Legion, Hart District Council supported the
national campaign LIGHTS OUT.
Candle-lit vigils were held at both the
Gurkha Square and Galley Hill Road War
Memorials between 10pm and 11pm on 4
August.
The national campaign LIGHTS OUT
encouraged everyone in the UK to take part
by turning off their lights from 10pm to
11pm, leaving on a single light or candle for a
shared moment of reflection.
People took part in whatever way they
chose, marking the centenary of the
outbreak of the First World War either
individually or by attending one of the many
events being organised around the country
for a collective experience.
The inspiration for LIGHTS OUT comes
from a famous remark made on the eve of

the outbreak of war by the then Foreign
Secretary, Sir Edward Grey: “The lamps are
going out all over Europe; we shall not see
them lit again in our life-time”. Britain
declared war on Germany at 11pm on 4
August 1914, ushering in one of the darkest
periods in our history.
For more information on other
events visit www.1418now.org.uk

Hart District Council is working alongside
the local British Legion to identify two
locations where special commemorative
paving stones can be placed.
The Victoria Cross commemorative paving
stones programme aims to commemorate all
Victoria Cross recipients of the First World
War, who were born in the UK, with a
commemorative paving stone in the town of
their birth.
Within Hart there were two Victoria

Cross recipients. From Odiham, William
Addison and from North Warnborough,
Manley James (often referred to incorrectly
as James Manley). An update on this project
will feature in the next Hart News.
For more general information visit
www.gov.uk/government/policies/
bringing-people-together-in-strongunited-communities/supportingpages/victoria-cross-commemorativepaving-stones

Hart will host two Victoria Cross
commemorative paving stones
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Information for service personnel living in Hart

In Hart we have different members of
service personnel living across the
district. This section of Hart News
looks at the different information and
support groups available for service
personal and their families.

SSAFA

SSAFA provides lifelong support to those
who are serving or who have ever served in
the British Army, the Royal Navy and the
Royal Air Force, and their families.
Within Hart they have two local
divisions – Aldershot and Farnborough,
which can be contacted on 01252 322039,
and the Basingstoke Division, which can be
contacted on 01256 816346.
For more general information
please visit www.ssafa.org.uk or email
canwehelp@ssafa.org.uk

Money Force

Money Force is the home of money
guidance for UK service personnel and their
families.
For a full list of services please visit
www.moneyforce.org.uk

Army Families Federation (AFF)

The Army Families Federation (AFF) is the
independent voice of Army families and
works hard to improve the quality of life for
Army families around the world - on any
aspect that is affected by the Army lifestyle.
AFF is independent of the Army and offers

confidential advice. AFF is often pivotal in
achieving improvements for Army families
such as changes to Government and military
policy and changes to the delivery of how
things are provided for families.
For more information please visit
www.aff.org.uk

servicemen and servicewomen to borrow
up to half their salary, interest free, to buy
their first home or move to another
property on assignment or as their families’
needs change.
For more information please visit
www.gov.uk/forces-help-to-buy

any serving (or recently discharged) member
of the Armed Forces, including Reserves.
To see how they could help you,
please visit
www.rblilifeworksfamilies.co.uk

RAF Community Support
website

SORTED!

It can be tough keeping relationships
together in these difficult times and Royal Air
Force Benevolent Fund and the Army
Welfare Service both recognise that families
and couples face additional pressures, due to
long periods of separation, the stress of
active service, and having to live a long way
from family and friends.
If you would like further information
on the services provided, please see
www.relatebedsandluton.org.uk/
services/armed-forces

The RAF Community Support website,
below, is aimed at keeping you informed of
your entitlements and policy matters which
affect you, while providing you with the
opportunity to keep in touch with each
other through the provision of our forums
and chat facilities.
Visit www.raf.mod.uk/community
for more information.

Combat Stress

SORTED! can provide you with easy access
to seamless and integrated employment
support services.
SORTED! comprises seven well-established
charities, who are already providing a wide
range of employment-related services and
help for individuals to find and retain work.
For more information please visit
www.sorted.org.uk

Armed Forces Community
Directory

Combat Stress is a veterans’ mental health
charity that helps UK Veterans with
psychological injuries rebuild their lives.
Combat Stress delivers a unique range of
specialist treatment and welfare support.
Everything they do is free to the Veteran.
For a full list of services please visit
www.combatstress.org.uk

Armed Forces Community Directory
provides a single point of contact for the
Armed Forces Community.
The directory ensures those who need
help, find the right help, in the right place, at
the right time.
You can access the online directory at
www.afcomd.com

Forces Help to Buy scheme

Lifeworks Families

Regular armed forces personnel can benefit
from a £200 million scheme to help them
get on the property ladder.
The Forces Help to Buy scheme enables

LifeWorks Families is a free support service
to help military spouses and partners get the
job they want.
It is available to all spouses and partners of

Relate – the relationship
people

Army HIVEs

HIVE information centres support the chain
of command and service communities
through the provision of up-to-date and
relevant information.
The network is available to all members of
the Service community. It serves both
married and single personnel, together with
their families, dependants and civilians
employed by the Services. Please visit
www.army.mod.uk/welfare-support/23492.
For more local information you can
also view The Minley HIVE blog via
www.minleyhive.blogspot.co.uk
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Accredited food hygiene courses
are on our menu of services

Did you know that Hart District
Council provides low-cost
accredited food hygiene training
to food handlers operating within
the district?
In particular, we deliver the
Chartered Institute of
Environmental Health Level 2
Award in Food Safety in Catering
course. This is a one-day
introductory course that is
delivered by members of our
food team who have specialist
knowledge in this area.
Who is this course for?
Everyone who works with food
has a special responsibility to
ensure the food they
produce/handle is safe for the

How safe is
your private
water
supply?

Hart District Councils
Environmental Health
Department monitors the
quality and safety of private
water supplies across Hart.
Private water supplies are
often found in outlying rural
areas or small hamlets where
the mains water network does
not reach.
These supplies can range in
size from individual properties
to whole estates and land
holdings.
Often water may be sourced
from local boreholes, streams
and springs.
The definition of ‘private
water supplies’ also includes
private water distribution
networks.
These are generally
considered to be pipe
networks where water is
supplied to homes or
businesses by another person
other than the water company.
The Department is keen to
identify all households and
businesses in Hart that rely on
a ‘private water supply’ or a
‘private water distribution
network’ for their water
needs.

If you would like to know
more about the
regulations, or would like
to advise us of a private
water supply that you
know of, then please
contact Environmental
Health on 01252 774421
or eh@hart.gov.uk

consumer. A sound understanding
and knowledge of food safety
issues is essential in achieving this
aim.
This course is aimed at food
handlers and especially those who
handle high risk foods in catering
establishments. This includes those
working in pubs, restaurants and
cafes.

How much does it cost?
The price is £60 per person.
However, if your organisation has
10 or more food handlers who
require training, then please call
the number below to discuss
available discounts.
If you are a registered charity
further discounts may be available.

Please contact Hart Voluntary
Action on 01252 815652 to find
out more.

Further advice and
information
It is always helpful to discuss your
training needs. So please do not
hesitate to contact our food safety
team on 01252 774421 who can
offer further advice.

How to make a booking
If you require further information
on this course, find out the next
course date or if you would like
to make a booking please contact
Environmental Health on 01252
774421 or by email at
eh@hart.gov.uk

Don’t risk
carbon
monoxide
poisoning

You can’t see it, you can’t smell it,
but the National Health Service
reports it kills approximately 50
people per year in the United
Kingdom. Are you aware of the risk
posed by Carbon Monoxide
Poisoning?
Carbon Monoxide is produced
when fuels (coal, gas, oil, wood) do
not burn fully.
Incorrectly installed gas
appliances such as gas boilers or
heaters, or blocked chimneys or
flues that prevent carbon
monoxide escaping are commonly
associated with carbon monoxide
poisoning incidents.
What can you do to reduce
the risk?
l Be aware of signs of carbon
monoxide poisoning and
potential causes. Visit
www.nhs.uk for further
information.

Cooking/heating appliances
l Boilers, cookers, heating systems
and appliances should be
installed and regularly serviced
by a reputable, registered
engineer. Do not attempt to
install or service appliances
yourself.
Anyone carrying out work on
installations and appliances in your
home must be registered.

Ventilation (Chimneys/flues)
l Make sure that all chimneys and
flues are swept regularly by a
qualified sweep.

Good dog: Freddy the labrador is our poster star for the clean-up campaign

Our CCTV cameras are out and
about – so pick up your dog poo

Hart has been using a portable CCTV camera
to try to reduce the amount of dog fouling in
the district.
The camera has been positioned in specific
areas, such as where young children play, with
clear signs to warn people that it is in the
area.
It was introduced to assist the dog wardens
in cleaning up problem areas of dog fouling as
it is impossible for them to be everywhere at
once – so another pair of eyes is an effective
and important tool.
We are very pleased to say that it has

resulted in a 80 per cent clean up rate and
the camera has rarely needed to go in the
area again. However can easily be installed if
required.
We now have two cameras and are
installing them when we receive complaints of
dog fouling. We also give educational talks and
ran a campaign which covered dog fouling for
our future generation of dog owners .
We are also constantly educating and
advising people to collect their biodegradable
poo bags, supplied free by Hart District
Council.

Other sources of carbon
monoxide
l Petrol lawnmowers – do not
leave running in an enclosed
environment such as a garage.
l Never use ovens or gas ranges
to heat your home.
l Never use oversized pots on
your gas stove or place foil
around the burners.
l Make sure rooms are wellventilated and do not block air
vents. If your home is doubleglazed or draught-proofed, make
sure there is still enough air
circulating for any heaters that
are in the room.
l Always use a safety mask when
using chemicals that contain
methylene chloride.
l Do not burn charcoal in an
enclosed space, such as on an
indoor barbecue.
l Do not sleep in a room that has
an unflued gas fire or a paraffin
heater.

Carbon monoxide warning
alarm
l Install a Carbon Monoxide alarm
which can detect a carbon
monoxide leak in your home.
They are available from DIY and
hardware stores.
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Protecting residents from late night noise
Who holds the
key for your
intruder alarm?

Hart’s Environmental Health
Department operates a dedicated
service for dealing with emergency
noise nuisance over weekends and
Bank Holiday periods.
The service is available to protect
those Hart residents who may otherwise
find their weekend peace and tranquillity
being shattered by a late night party, or
faulty burglar alarm.
Emergency noise events covered by

the service include:
l Mis-sounding car alarms,
l House alarms – where owners are
absent ,
l Loud parties and raves
l Enforcement of existing Noise
Abatement Notices.
Should you find yourself significantly
affected by any of the above, the
Emergency Out of Hours Noise Service
can be contacted on 0845 677 0678

The service is available from 6pm
Fridays to 8am Mondays and all bank
holidays. You can now report issues
online, using our Environmental Health
reporting form available on our website
www.hart.gov.uk/environmentalhealth-reporting-form
For all other noise services and
advice, Environmental Health can
be contacted on 01252 774421 or
by email at eh@hart.gov.uk

Alarms offer great protection for homes and
businesses. However, they can pose a risk of serious
disturbance to neighbours when they develop faults
or are falsely activated.
Hart District Council’s Environmental Health
Department frequently receives calls from residents
who are disturbed by a neighbour’s mis-sounding
alarm, only to find the alarm owners have gone on
holiday without leaving any keyholder details!
Problem alarms can be silenced once a court
warrant has been obtained and entry into the
premises has been forced. The cost for this is
recharged and can be an unwelcome surprise for
anyone returning home from their holidays.
In a bid to avoid these problems, Hart District
Council is actively encouraging residents to
subscribe to Hampshire Constabulary’s newly relaunched keyholder database scheme.
For a small annual subscription Hampshire
Constabulary will register up to three keyholder
details, notify them in the event of a sounding alarm
and provide an additional key fob recovery service.
To register your keyholder visit the
Hampshire Police website at
www.hampshire.police.uk, alternatively
email
keyholder.database@hampshire.pnn.police.
uk or call 023 8042 6046.
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School plans to use £300 prize money to provide bat boxes and an outdoor weather station

Wildlife are winners too as Hook Infants
School become our recycling champions

Our free recycling
bag meets all
your home
storage needs

Do you need somewhere to store your
recycling items in your home?
The waste and recycling team have
produced some storage bags so you can
easily store small amounts of recycling
indoors. Simply fill up the re-useable bag,
then take it outside and empty the bag into
your blue recycling bin.
The bags can be reused over and over
again and if you keep your recycling items
clean, dry and loose, this keeps the bag in
great condition.
Recycling bags will be available from the
end of September from the Hart District
Council Civic Offices and some Parish
Councils, where stocked.
For stockists visit www.hart.gov.uk

Pictured from left to right: Eric (yr1), Jessica (yr2), Oliver (yr1), Izaac (yr1) and Sasha (yr1)
Hook Infants School have won
the recycling competition run
by Hart District Council.
The prize of £300 will go
towards their new outdoor
weather station and bat boxes,
enabling pupils to learn about

weather systems and
encourage wildlife to nest in
the school grounds.
All pupils took home a
recycling activity booklet,
containing games, a tally chart
and a ‘design a mascot’

The winning drawing of ‘Recyclops’, the
recycling mascot, by Oliver Hicks

competition. The school which
returned the highest percent of
completed tally charts won.
Each school had their own
competition for a school
mascot and Oliver Hicks is the
proud winner of a book

voucher for his mascot design
of ‘Recyclops’.
If your school did not take
part this year but would like to
take part next year please
contact the recycling team to
find out more 01252 774430.

Check online for
Christmas waste and
recycling collections

With Christmas only three months away,
make a note in your diary to check our
website www.hart.gov.uk/wasterecycling at the beginning of December to
see changes to our waste and recycling
collection service during the festive season
bank holidays.

www.hart.gov.uk
Residents can bid for
Speedwatch funding

Hampshire Police and Crime
Commissioner, Simon Hayes, has
pledged £135,000 over two years to
encourage the expansion of the
Community SpeedWatch programme.
Besides being dangerous, speeding can
have a negative impact on the quality of
life in rural areas like Hart.
Community SpeedWatch allows the
public to become police support
volunteers to monitor the speed of
traffic passing through their area. The
scheme is confined to approved 20mph
and 30mph zones and focuses on
prevention and education.
Simon Hayes said: “Speeding is often
raised as a concern. Because of this I
want to encourage local residents to
take positive action and set up a
Community SpeedWatch in their area.”
Each scheme is managed by the local
Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT), but
will be run by local volunteers using
speed monitoring equipment. All training
will be provided and anyone interested
in volunteering should first check that
there isn’t a scheme already running in
their area. They should either contact
their local SNT officers by phoning 101
or email speedwatch@
hampshire.pnn.police.uk
For additional information visit the
Hampshire Police website:
www.hampshire.police.uk/internet
/advice-and-information/crimeprevention/community-speedwatch

Public asked to look
out for ‘off-roaders’

Members of the public are being urged
to be vigilant for off-road motorcycles
and quad bikes on common land in and
around Hartley Wintney.
The warning comes from Hart District
Council’s Countryside Services, the Safer
North Hampshire community safety
team and Hampshire Constabulary.
It follows an increase in reports of
these vehicles being used on common
land in the village and surrounding areas,
with damage to footpaths now totalling
tens of thousands of pounds. There have
also been several reports of near misses
with members of the public and dogs.
Hart District Council’s Senior
Countryside Ranger Steve Lyons said:
“The irresponsible actions of a few
individuals riding illegally is dangerous to
the public enjoying open spaces
responsibly, and causes damage to paths,
plants and wildlife habitat. ”
David Lipscombe, Community Safety
Projects Team Leader for Safer North
Hampshire, added: “There are a number
of organised off-road motorbike and
quad biking clubs in Hampshire and we
would encourage riders to seek these
out rather than damaging common land,
as well as endangering the public.”
If repeatedly caught riding on common
land and causing damage, riders run the
risk of having their vehicles confiscated
and crushed.
Anyone who sees a motorbike or
quad bike being ridden on the common
is asked to call 101 and give a
description of the bike, including the
colour and number plates (if they have
them) as well as a description of the
person riding it. They should not attempt
to confront the rider.
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Cash boost means community safety
sessions set to reach more schools
A scheme that gives community
safety advice to young people has
been extended to another school in
the District and been given a
£20,000-a-year support package over
the next three years from the Police
and Crime Commissioner.
The Safer North Hampshire Team has
already been running courses in the
Basingstoke area. The course advises young
people on keeping themselves safe and
avoiding anti-social behaviour, with topics
including drugs and alcohol awareness,
internet safety and dealing with stress.
Now sessions will also be run at The
Hurst Community College as part of a
programme that covers the Hart and
Rushmoor areas.
And even more young people are set to
benefit after the sessions won the backing
of the Police and Crime Commissioner for
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Simon
Hayes, as one of the successful projects
bidding for £2.3 million of funding for a
variety of community schemes aimed at
enhancing policing outcomes, reducing
crime and supporting victims in the region.
The funding will allow extra term time
teaching support for Anita Taylor from the
Safer North Hampshire Team so that more
sessions can be run.
For more information about the
work of Safer North Hampshire, the
combined community safety team
for Basingstoke and Deane, Hart and
Rushmoor councils, see
www.safernh.co.uk

New powers to
get tough on antisocial behaviour

The police, local authorities and housing
associations are getting tough new powers to
deal with anti-social behaviour.
A new Act means agencies will have a
range of streamlined and improved powers to
deal with nuisance and anti-social behaviour
that affects the wider community.
Community Protection Notices can be
used to deal with ongoing problems or
nuisance by directly targeting those
responsible.
The notice will require the individual,
business or organisation to take reasonable
steps to ensure the nuisance does not happen
again. Community Protection Notices can be
used for a wide range of problems and can
give more of a broad brush approach to
enforcement than was previously possible.
Hart District Council’s Environmental
Health Department will be working closely
with the police, Community Safety Team, and
housing associations to ensure a co-ordinated
and effective use of the new powers.
For further information, or to report a
concern, contact the council’s
l Environmental Health Department
on 01252 774421 or email
eh@hart.gov.uk
l Community Safety Team on 01252
622122 email
communitysafetyteam@
communitysafetynh.org
Or visit our website www.hart.gov.uk

Help for men experiencing domestic abuse
One in six men will
experience domestic abuse
during their lifetime, but
many men are unaware of
the support available and
worry about asking for help.
The North East
Hampshire Domestic Abuse
forum is reassuring men
that agencies and
organisations can help if
they are experiencing or
are affected by abuse.
The top ten topics men
have raised, with Mankind,
which runs a helpline for
male victims, are:
l “I don't think I will be
believed” – this often
relates to size differences
between a male victim
and an abuser.
l “It is not manly – real
men are not abused”.
l “I should just shut up and
put up with it”.
l Concern that an abuser
will stop them seeing
their children (the
perception that ‘the
woman always gets

custody of the child’).
l “I worry if I leave with
the children, I will be
accused of abduction”.
l Concern following
threats from an abuser to
make false accusations.
l Threats of violence from
the abuser (and the
abuser’s family).
l Worry that they will
bring dishonour to the
family in some cultural
backgrounds.
l Believing that reporting
abuse is going to make
things worse.
l “I love the abuser and

want to make things
work”.
Mark Brooks, chair of
Mankind, said: “It is
important that anyone who
is suffering domestic abuse
realises he is not suffering
alone – there is help out
there. I can confidently say
that Hampshire police will
support men when they
come forward and also that
there are many other local
organisations that do the
same.
“If you are a male victim,
you are not alone, you are
not to blame and you are
not weak – please get help.”
The Mankind helpline
can be reached on
01823 334244, Mon Friday 10am - 4pm and
7pm - 9pm.
A list of local support
organisations is also
available at
www.nehantsdvf.co.uk
or www.safernh.co.uk.
In an emergency,
always call 999.
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Cycling into history
Odiham resident cycled more than 1,000 miles to mark the 800th anniversary
of the Magna Carta and raise funds for the local church where it all began

A local church-goer embarked on a
1,000-mile cycle ride to
commemorate the 800th anniversary
of the signing of the Magna Carta and
to raise funds to support All Saints
Church in Odiham.
Steve Brown (pictured), husband of local
vicar Rev Alison Brown, raised money for the
church’s ‘Project Warm Welcome’. He is
hoping sponsorship will help the parish in
Odiham adapt the historic church building so
that it can better be used by the community.
The parish is aiming to raise at least
£250,000 to replace the heating system and
install new flooring and seating.
To mark the forthcoming 800th
anniversary of the signing of the Magna
Carta, Steve followed the Magna Carta trail
to deliver manuscripts of a specially
commissioned Magna Carta anthem to
churches and cathedrals across England.
Steve’s route took him to the five ‘charter
towns’ where the original copies of the
Magna Carta were taken, as well as through
other towns and cities where early copies of
the document were kept.
Setting off from Odiham on 21 July, he
cycled all the way to Durham, passing
through Salisbury, Oxford, Lincoln and
Canterbury along the journey, before he
returned home on 9 August.
Steve said: “I really looked forward to
taking on this cycling challenge, travelling
across the UK to celebrate the 800th

anniversary of the signing of the Magna
Carta. As a local resident in Odiham, it was
good to be part of the celebrations marking
our town’s link with the birth of English
democracy.”
Odiham played an important role in the
signing of the original charter and the
creation of English democracy. On 10 June
1215 King John left the town for Windsor
and agreed the Articles of Barons (the first
draft) at Runnymede the same day. He
returned to Odiham on 26 July and a
translation of Magna Carta into French was
attested there the next day.
All Saints parish in Odiham commissioned
a local man, Malcolm Archer, Director of
Chapel Music at Winchester College, to
write the anthem to mark the 800th
anniversary of the signing of the charter.
More events celebrating the 800th
anniversary of the signing of the
Magna Carta will be covered in the
next edition of Hart News.

Hart joins in celebrations
for ‘Older People’s Day’

Hart District Council will be supporting a UK-wide campaign, Older
People’s Day, on 1 October.
Older people make a positive contribution to society and this day is to
celebrate the achievements and contributions that older people make to
our society and tackle negative attitudes and outdated stereotypes.
People are living longer and 23 per cent of the UK will be aged 65 or over
by 2035. The celebrations and activities planned are to promote healthy
lifestyles, give opportunities to combat loneliness, encourage volunteering
and sharing skills with different generations. After all, nearly everyone is an
‘Older Person’ to someone!
If you would like to take part, look for more information, or to check out
what events are on in the local area, visit www.olderpeoplesday.co.uk

Festival will focus on
tackling climate change
This autumn,
residents of
Fleet will be
celebrating
one million
ways to change our world and build a safe,
clean future.
This year’s Environment & Faith festival
runs from 21 September to 5 October and
includes a multitude of ideas, actions and
inspiration to help us reduce the threat of
climate change and protect the things we
love.
The festival is hosted by churches and
local organisations in Fleet and Church
Crookham. The aim is to get people
together from across the community to
enjoy our beautiful countryside while
considering our responsibilities towards it,
both locally and globally.
All of us can make small changes in our
everyday lives and in our communities to
tackle climate change here in Hart.
Visit www.eaffestival. moonfruit.co.uk
for more information.

Artist Linda
Macdiarmid
with Cllr Ken
Crookes,
Leader of
Hart District
Council

Local artist hosts
first art exhibition

Local artist Linda Macdiarmid is hosting
her first Country Collection art exhibition
in The Cross Barn, Odiham.
From 11am to 8pm on Sunday 18 and
10am to 4.30pm on Sunday 19 October
Linda will be exhibiting an extensive range
of watercolours, oils, pastels, animal
portraits, hand-made knits and crochet
gifts, Christmas cards and much more.
All are welcome to attend to browse
or purchase and refreshments will be
provided.
You can find out more about the
Country Collection by contacting
Linda via email on
rene.macdiarmid@ btinternet.com
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New chairman for
Hart District Council
Cllr Myra Billings has taken over
the reins from the former
Chairman, Cllr Stephen Gorys,
and was elected at the Annual
Council meeting held on 12 June
2014.
Following her election Cllr Billings
(pictured right) said: “I have lived in
Yateley for 49 years and am proud to
service the Hart District as the new
Chairman.
“I look forward to working alongside
residents and businesses, and to hear
their views on how we can work

together to keep Hart as a great place
to live.
“This year I have chosen to support a
fantastic charity that is dear to many
hearts around the district, the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance.”
Cllr Billings has been with Hart District
Council for more than 12 years,
representing her home town of Yateley.
She has been actively involved in many
community groups and serves as a board
member of Hart Citizens Advice Bureau
for over 20 years, and is a board
member on the children’s centres

Woodlarks and Water Lilys.
In her spare time she enjoys gardening
and walking the dog, which keeps her in
contact with the local community.
All of her family live in Yateley and she
likes to support her granddaughter’s local
school.
If you have any ideas for an event
to raise money for the Chairman's
charity, the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance, please
contact the Chairman's Secretary
on 01252 774143.

Calendar of Council meetings open to the public 2014/15
THE timetable here
shows when council
meetings take place.
Important decisions are
taken at Cabinet and
Council meetings.
Members of the public
are always welcome to
attend these meetings to
see how their council
operates.
Please see our website,
www.hart.gov.uk to view
the agenda for specific
meetings.
All meetings are held at
the Civic Offices,
Harlington Way, Fleet
GU51 4AE.

HartNews
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Hart District Council,
Civic Offices, Harlington
Way, Fleet GU51 4AE.
Tel: 01252 622122

Editorial: Amy McCartan:
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E-mail: hartnews@hart.gov.uk
Advertising:
Spot On Media Ltd.
Tel: 0845 004 0683. Email:
info@spotonmedia.co.uk
Designed by:
Deep South Media Ltd.
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MEETINGS

DAY

Cabinet

Thurs

Licensing Committee

Tues

Council

Planning Committee

Planning (Enforcement) SubCommittee
Overview & Scrutiny Committee
Audit Committee

Staffing Committee

SEP

OCT

4

2
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6

Thurs

25

30

27
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10

8

12

16

21

18

Mon
10am
Tues
Tues
Tues

2

8
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4

DEC
4*

11

JAN
2015
8*

FEB

MAR

APR

5*

5

2

29

26**

26

30

10

14

11

11

8

16

20

17

17

21

1

9

6

3

3
2

24

NOTES: 1.
*Budget Meetings.
2.
** Council Tax set for 2015/16
3.
Unless otherwise specified, all meetings will commence at 7pm.

Contact Centre and
General Enquiries:

01252 622122

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs:
8.30am-5pm, Fri: 8.30am-4.30pm

Can we help?
www.hart.gov.uk

Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator . . . . . 01252 774256

Building Control (Building Regulations) . . 01252 774419

Community Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774476

Council Tax Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Business Rate Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Council Meetings (Committee Services) . . 01252 774203

Countryside Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 623443

Dog Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421
Out of hours Dog Warden Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 677 0678
Environmental Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421

Fly Tipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 622122

Grounds Maintenance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 622122

Home Energy Advice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774420

Housing Benefit Claims/Enquiries . . . . . . . 01252 774444

Housing Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774420
Out of Hours Emergency Homelessness Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0845 677 0678

Civic Offices,
Harlington Way,
Fleet, Hampshire
GU51 4AE

Local Land Charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774133

Leisure & Environmental Promotion . . . . . 01252 774468
Frogmore Leisure Centre, Potley Hill Road, Yateley 01252 873454
Hart Leisure Centre, Hitches Lane, Fleet. . . . . . . . . . 01252 629974
Licensing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774496
Noise – out of hours message service . . . . . 0845 677 0678

Parking
Car Parking Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252
Penalty Charge Notice Payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252

625990
625991

Pest Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774421

Planning Application Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774419

Planning Policy Enquiries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01252 774118

Trees – Protected Tree Enquiries. . . . . . . . 01252 774275

Voter Registration and Elections . . . . . . . . 01252 774077

FOR ALL OTHER SERVICES PHONE . . . . . 01252 622122
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Chairman’s Award scheme draws to a
successful close with boost for charities

The final part of the successful Hart
Chairman’s Award Scheme took place
in May as last year’s Hart District
Chairman, Cllr Stephen Gorys, came
to the end of his elected term of
office.
The initiative, working in partnership with
Hart Voluntary Action, aimed to recognise
and reward, each month, members of the
public or voluntary organisations in Hart for
their help in, or work for, the community.
Speaking about the awards Cllr Gorys said:
“I’ve had a fantastic year as Chairman and am
delighted to have met so many worthwhile
local community groups through my awards
scheme. We have set in place a great method
for future Chairmen to follow and continue
to reward the great volunteers in our
community.”
January
l Mike Collen for his work as a Community
Volunteer in Fleet
l Angela for her work with the Victim
Support Service

within the Long Sutton community
l The Twofold Trust, Odiham
l 6th Fleet Scouts, Fleet.

March
l Hilary Smith for her work as a
Community Volunteer in Odiham
l Nigel Young and his help as volunteer
coach with Aspire Gymnastics
l Delly Howard on behalf of the
organisation InOdiham.

February

l The Falkners Arms, Fleet
l Mary Saunders for her various work

l Owen Durrett, Community Volunteer
l Ted Sherwell, Volunteer for Phyllis Tuckwell
Hospice
l Susan Way, Guide Leader
l Fleet Infants School Association, Team of
dedicated parent volunteers.

special Annual Civic dinner as the Chairman’s
guests, along with a partner. This was a way
of thanking the award winners for all the
voluntary work they have undertaken within
the district during the Chairman’s Civic Year.
Following the event, Cllr Gorys picked four
of the year’s winners at random and
announced that the following organisations
will all receive £525 extra funding for their
charities:
l The Twofold Trust
l Mustardseed Autism Trust
l Hart Foodbank
l Open Sight Hart branch.

The Grand Finale
As a further thank you for their hard work,
all previous winners of the Hart Chairman’s
Award scheme were also invited to attend a
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