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Non Technical Summary
1. The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of any significant
environmental effects of the policies and proposals of the Submission version
of the Odiham & North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan in accordance
with EU Directive 2001/42 on strategic environmental assessment (SEA). The
Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted by Odiham Parish Council to Hart
District Council for its independent examination. The District Council has
issued a screening opinion requiring an SEA of the Neighbourhood Plan under
the Environmental Assessment of Plans & Programmes Regulations 2004.
2. The Final SEA report therefore provides an assessment of the
Neighbourhood Plan in a way that is proportionate to this task and that
recognises the limitations of the available data and means of measuring
direct impacts.
3. The Neighbourhood Plan contains a number of policies for the use and
development of land in the Parish in the plan period up to 2032. These
policies, together with the policies of the development plan - that is the Hart
District Local Plan(Replacement) 1996- 2006 and First Alterations -Saved
Policies will be used by the District Council to help determine planning
applications once the Neighbourhood Plan is made. The District Council is
preparing a new Local Plan but the Neighbourhood Plan will be examined
before the adoption of that Plan. In which case, the Neighbourhood Plan is
being prepared to be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the
adopted Local Plan but is being informed by the reasoning and evidence
base of the emerging Local Plan.
4. The Neighbourhood Plan area contains a number of designated heritage
and natural features, including a number of listed, locally listed and positive
buildings around the villages. There are three conservation areas in the Parish;
the North Warnborough Conservation Area, the Odiham Conservation Area
and the Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area. The large area to the west
includes the Warnborough Green SSSI, the scheduled Ancient monuments of
Odiham Castle and the roman villa at Lodge Farm. The Odiham Conservation
Area covers almost the whole of Odiham village including the Deer Park to
the north of the village centre. The landscape setting to the villages,
especially around the southern boundary of Odiham and the Deer Park to its
north, plays an important role in defining the character of the Conservation
Areas. For the most part, development schemes over the last few years have
not encroached on these settings.
5. In general terms, therefore, the quality and scale of significant heritage
assets in the Parish is very high relative to most parishes and villages.
Investment in these assets by their owners has ensured that the historic fabric
is well maintained, with no obvious degradation of that quality in recent
years. The Neighbourhood Plan area does not suffer from any significant
environmental problems. The community consultations have shown that the
community wants to protect and maintain its historic characteristics. The
community is also concerned about housing development schemes harming
the character of the village in terms of low design standards. However, there
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are no pressing environmental problems to which the Plan needs to respond.
6. In addition, there are a number of other SSSIs and nature conservation
designations in and in close proximity to the Parish that may be affected by
the growth of Odiham and North Warnborough. Together with the Thames
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area, the scale and variety of biodiversity
assets will also constrain the ability of Odiham and North Warnborough to
deliver new homes. Ultimately, it will be for the new Local Plan to determine
precisely what level of growth will be sustainable for this part of the District. It is
not possible for the Neighbourhood Plan to undertake a level of primary
research to accurately measure the cumulative effects of its housing
proposals. Instead, the Neighbourhood Plan must adopt a spatial strategy
that reflects the direction of District-level strategic policy and adopts the
principles of sustainable development of the National Planning Policy
Framework. In doing so, its site allocation choices should avoid any obvious
harmful effects and its policies should identify any specific biodiversity effects
that future planning applications must be able to demonstrate can be
satisfactorily mitigated.
7. The Plan contains only modest policies and proposals for development that
are consistent in scale and location with the villages and with the adopted
Local Plan and the likely expectations of the emerging Local Plan.
Neighbourhood planning is voluntary with no obligations on policy coverage.
Only where a Plan chooses to contain a policy must that policy have regard
to national and local planning guidance. In which case, in its absence,
proposals for development in the Parish would continue to be determined as
now by the District Council, using its saved Local Plan policies and the NPPF.
In practice, this would make little difference to managing the details of
potential environmental impacts. But the Neighbourhood Plan is establishing
a clear spatial plan and more refined development management policies
that ought to enable those impacts to be managed more effectively.
8. Not surprisingly, there is a strong, positive correlation between the heritage
objectives of the Plan and the equivalent objective of the SEA. The Plan is
explicit in wishing to plan for growth that avoids harming the special historic
character of the villages and the rural identity of the Parish more generally.
This character and identity is a product of both the heritage assets, especially
those clustered in the villages, and the landscape setting of the villages.
9. In all other respects, the relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan
objectives and the key environmental measures is neutral. Although housing
development and proposals to enhance the local economy will inevitably
have some degree of environmental impact, the SEA objectives anticipate
this and allow for Plan objectives to direct growth to within and on the least
sensitive edges of the villages to avoid the most important landscapes. Given
the national planning policy context, it was not a reasonable alternative to
seek to avoid growth at all.
10. The assessment shows that there are no significant negative effects
resulting from the policies of the Plan and that when compared to the limited
number of reasonable alternatives, they compare well. The policies have
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been specifically chosen and formulated to adhere to the principles of
sustainable development as defined by the Local Plan and the NPPF. And
they reflect the expressed preferences of the local community, as well as this
can be judged prior to a referendum.
11. The conclusion of the assessment of the objectives and policies of the
Neighbourhood Plan is encouraging as the task of planning for growth in an
area with so many and varied heritage assets is challenging. There is a close
correlation between the Plan’s objectives and those of the SEA perhaps as
should be expected from a community-driven document. The policies have
clearly been selected and drafted to ensure that any potential for negative
impacts is avoided through site selection and effective policy wording. In
some cases, the Neighbourhood Plan should deliver positive environmental
benefits, as well as other social and economic effects. In no case is there a
reasonable policy alternative that assesses as well as the chosen policy.
12. Once the Neighbourhood Plan is made, the Parish Council will monitor the
extent to which planning decisions accord with its policies. This will indicate
how the SEA objectives are shaping decisions and if any corrective measures
may be necessary in a future review of the Plan and/or of other parts of the
development plan for Hart District.
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1. Introduction
1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of any significant
environmental effects of the policies and proposals of the Submission version
of the Odiham and North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan (“the
Neighbourhood Plan”) in accordance with EU Directive 2001/42 on strategic
environmental assessment (SEA). Figure A below shows the designated
Neighbourhood Area.

Figure A: The Odiham Parish Neighbourhood Area
1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan has now been completed and submitted to the
local planning authority, Hart District Council (“the District Council”), by
Odiham Parish Council (“the Parish Council”) under the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations 2012. The District Council issued its screening opinion
requiring an SEA of the Neighbourhood Plan (under the Environmental
Assessment of Plans & Programmes Regulations 2004) on 6 January 2015 (a
copy of which is appended to the separate Basic Conditions Statement).
1.3 This Final SEA report provides an assessment of the Neighbourhood Plan in
a way that is proportionate to this task and recognises the limitations of the
available data and means of measuring direct impacts.
1.4 A Scoping Report was consulted upon with the statutory consultees in
January/February 2015. It contains the baseline information for this report and
is published as a separate document in the evidence base of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The consultees’ comments have been considered and
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the framework of objectives for the assessment is set out in Section 5 of this
report. The framework has been used to help formulate the policies during the
preparation of an informal draft version of the Neighbourhood Plan, which
was consulted on with the local community and other stakeholders in AprilMay 2015, and then the policies of the Pre Submission Plan. These have been
especially helpful in informing and testing the criteria of the spatial plan of
Policy 1 of the Plan, as explained in greater detail in Section 6 of this report.
1.5 A Draft SEA report was published for consultation alongside the Pre
Submission Neighbourhood Plan in October – November 2015. A number of
representations have been made on the report and these have been
addressed as necessary. In addition, the District Council has published a
‘Sustainability Report of the High Level Site Assessments’ to inform the
emerging Local Plan. The report has assessed all of the sites in the Parish that
were submitted to the District Council for consideration in its 2015 Strategic
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). It therefore includes all seven
of the proposed site allocations in Policy 2 of the Neighbourhood Plan, and so
it is cross-referenced as appropriate within this Final SEA report.

2. Background to Strategic Environmental Assessment
2.1 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) involves the evaluation of the
environmental impacts of a plan. The requirement for an SEA is set out in the
European Directive 2001/42/EC adopted into UK law as the “Environmental
Assessment of Plans or Programmes Regulations 2004” as follows:
 An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan, and
relationship with other relevant plans or programmes
 The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the
likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan
 The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly
affected
 Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular
environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to
Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC
 The environmental protection objectives, established at international,
community or national level, which are relevant to the plan and the
way those objectives and any environmental considerations have
been taken into account during its preparation
 The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues
such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water,
air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the
interrelationship between the above factors
 The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce, and as fully as possible
offset any significant adverse effects on the environment of
implementing the plan
 An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and
a description of how the assessment was undertaken including any
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of competency
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encountered in compiling the required information
 A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Article 10
2.2 Since 2004, the requirement for SEA of relevant plans and programmes
has been aligned with the similar process of Sustainability Appraisal (SA) in the
UK. However, the Planning Practice Guidance states that an SA is not
required of a Neighbourhood Plan but that an SEA may still be necessary in
circumstances where policies may have significant environmental effects.
2.3 The methodology for the assessment is intended to be proportionate to
the task of assessing the modest development proposals of a Neighbourhood
Plan in a relatively small Parish area. In addition to this report, the Basic
Conditions Statement accompanying the Neighbourhood Plan at its
submission will summarise how the Plan contributes to the achievement of
sustainable development in respect of its social and economic outcomes.

3. An outline of the contents, main objectives of the Neighbourhood
Plan and relationship with other relevant plans or programmes
3.1 The Neighbourhood Plan contains a number of policies for the use and
development of land in the Parish of Odiham in the plan period up to 2032.
These policies, together with the policies of the development plan - that is the
Hart District (Replacement) 1996 -2006 and First Alterations – Saved Policies
(“the adopted Local Plan”), and Policy NRM6 of the South East Plan on the
Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (TBHSPA) - will be used by the
District Council to help determine planning applications once the
Neighbourhood Plan is made.
3.2 The District Council is preparing a new Hart District Local Plan 2011-2032
(“the new Local Plan”) but the Neighbourhood Plan will be examined before
the adoption of that Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan is therefore being
prepared to be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the
adopted Local Plan whilst being informed by the reasoning and evidence
base of the new Local Plan.
3.3 The Parish Council is especially mindful of the housing supply strategy of
the new Plan and the indication that the Odiham & North Warnborough area
may be capable of delivering up to 384 new homes in the period to 2032 (see
the Refined Options for Delivering New Homes and New Homes Sites Booklet
reports by Hart District Council of February 2016. This document goes on to say
that sustainability and the impact of development on areas of high
landscape character including the setting of settlements with historic cores
are key considerations. This part of the district also has relatively poor
communication links and little utility infrastructure. It is therefore, likely that
few significant and sustainable development opportunities will be found
within this area and as such a working assumption of 300 dwellings to come
from greenfield sites beyond the Thames Basin Heaths SPA zone of influence
can be used. In order for the Neighbourhood Plan to have a longer ‘shelf life’
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(i.e. it will not need an immediate review on the adoption of the new Local
Plan or have its policies replaced or supplemented by it), the Neighbourhood
Plan makes a substantial contribution towards this scale of housing
requirement over the life of the Plan. The new Local Plan itself must have full
regard to the effect of Policy NRM6 in respect of the scale of development
planned for within the defined buffer zones of the Thames Basin Heaths SPA. A
separate Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) report explains how the
Neighbourhood Plan has taken account of the SPA and is contained in the
evidence base.
3.4 The vision for the Parish in 2032 is:

“Odiham and North Warnborough will remain special historic
Hampshire villages but each with their own distinctive character.
The villages will remain separated by attractive green spaces that
will be more accessible for recreational use.
Both villages will grow and ensure their communities continue to
have access to the housing and services required. This will include
housing that is as affordable as possible for younger families, local
people and downsizers and suitable accommodation for the
elderly. The quality of design will be high and be in keeping with the
established character of the area.
A key consideration in managing development will be to secure the
preservation of the many special and significant views both within,
from and towards the settlements and consequently retaining the
essentially rural nature of the villages’ location and surrounding
landscape.
The character and vitality of Odiham’s village centre will be
maintained or enhanced, providing an attractive and interesting
place for people to meet. Existing and new businesses and services
will be encouraged, whilst retaining the special historic and rural
character of the area but with traffic and car parking managed
more effectively.
The Parish will have improved footpaths and cycleways that
connect settlements, amenities, green space and historic
attractions in an environmentally sustainable way. The Parish will
flourish as a place for both residents and visitors
Recreational facilities will be sustained with green space preserved
both within and adjoining the settlement areas and enhanced for
everyone to enjoy.
The schools of the villages will continue to thrive and expand to
provide excellent educational facilities but without compromising
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the historic and rural character of the area.
An effective and close community partnership with RAF Odiham will
continue, with local residents able to make use of available RAF
sporting facilities and with military personnel and their dependants
encouraged to continue to utilise the many services and facilities
available within the area”.
3.5 In pursuit of this Vision, the Neighbourhood Plan contains five strategic
objectives and specific measures:
Heritage & Character
To support future growth, whilst retaining the distinctive historic character of
the respective villages, together with respecting the rural setting and views.
The objectives of this goal are as follows:










To ensure new development is sustainable and helps to protect the
distinctiveness, character and historic assets of the Parish including the
Odiham, North Warnborough and Basingstoke Canal Conservation
Areas;
To deliver a housing growth strategy focused on the development of
small sites (up to 30 dwellings) or small/medium sites (up to 60
dwellings) – rather than large sites – but avoiding isolated and/or
intrusive sites;
To ensure development that as far as possible does not harm the
heritage significance of the Conservation Areas and other designated
heritage assets and preserves valued views and green spaces and is
within reasonable walking distance of village facilities;
To allocate new development to sites immediately adjacent to existing
settlement boundaries;
To identify any brownfield sites within the settlement boundary for
suitable re-development.
To ensure an adequate supply of pre-school places in the Parish.

Housing
To ensure new housing is of high quality design, in keeping with the
established character of the area and meets the needs of the community.
The objectives of this goal are as follows:




To require a high quality of design that is in keeping with the scale and
established character of the area surrounding development sites;
To provide an appropriate mix of housing types that meets the needs
of the existing and future community;
To provide affordable homes and more small market houses and flats
and specialised accommodation suitable for the elderly;
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Odiham High Street
To maintain and enhance the character and vitality of Odiham High Street,
and the Parish’s ability to attract visitors. The objectives of this goal are as
follows:





To seek to strengthen and support the economic activity of retail units
and commercial premises in and around the High Street;
To encourage Odiham High Street to continue to provide an attractive
environment and a good place for residents and visitors to shop, eat,
drink and socialise;
To investigate the use of appropriate traffic calming measures where
this will not detract unduly from the visual amenity of the Odiham
Conservation Area;
To continue to provide visitors with an attractive destination to visit and
explore the villages and the surrounding countryside including
Basingstoke Canal.

Community Facilities
To maintain and ideally improve recreational and sporting facilities, and other
community amenities including footpaths and cycleways. The objectives of
this goal are as follows:




To protect and ideally extend the provision of recreational
opportunities and sporting facilities for community use;
To sustain, and where possible, improve and extend footpaths in the
Parish for all residents, including those with limited mobility;
Where possible to provide cycleways between Odiham and North
Warnborough and RAF Odiham, within key development sites and to
key amenities such as the schools.

Natural Environment
To maintain and protect the natural environment and the open/green
spaces within and adjoining the villages and the wider surrounding rural
areas. The objectives of this goal are as follows:





To establish a public open space as both an amenity and a gathering
place for residents and visitors;
To protect the natural environment of the villages, their ecosystems,
SSSIs and to conserve or enhance biodiversity;
To protect and enhance open/green spaces in or adjoining the
villages and the wider surrounding rural areas.;
To improve, where possible, public access to the green spaces most
valued by the community.

3.6 The policies are as follows:


Policy 1: A Spatial Plan for the Parish – focusing development in
Odiham and North Warnborough and defining Settlement Boundaries
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to distinguish the built-up areas in the Parish from the surrounding
countryside to manage development proposals
Policy 2: Housing Development Sites – allocating 7 housing sites in
Odiham and North Warnborough for approximately 119 new homes
and a care home.
Policy 3: Local Gaps – defining two areas of countryside to prevent
future coalescence between Odiham, North Warnborough and
Greywell
Policy 4: Housing Mix – encouraging a mix of type and size of
affordable housing and in particular dwellings for small households
Policy 5: General Design Principles – encouraging a high quality of
design of development proposals outside the Conservation Areas
Policy 6: Odiham Conservation Area: establishing important design
principles for the Conservation Area based on its character appraisal
Policy 7: North Warnborough Conservation Area - establishing
important design principles for the Conservation Area based on its
character appraisal
Policy 8: Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area - establishing important
design principles for the Conservation Area based on its character
appraisal
Policy 9: Odiham High Street – maintaining a viable and vital village
centre by supporting new, improved uses and enhancing the
appearance of these facilities
Policy 10: Education – safeguarding land for the future expansion of
the school
Policy 11: Local Green Spaces – safeguarding land from future
development
Policy 12: Natural Environment – protecting environments valuable for
wildlife
Policy 13: Assets of Community Value – protecting designated Assets of
Community Value from unnecessary loss

4. The relevant environmental characteristics of the Parish and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan
4.1 The Neighbourhood Plan area contains a number of designated heritage
and natural features, including the highest concentration of listed buildings in
the District. There are also three long-established Conservation Areas in the
Parish centred on Odiham, North Warnborough and the Basingstoke Canal.
4.2 The Odiham Conservation Area covers almost the whole of Odiham
village including the Deer Park to the north of the village centre. The majority
of its listed buildings are located along or near the High Street with many
other locally listed buildings to the west and south of the conservation area.
The village is one of the most attractive historic settlements in the District and
wider north Hampshire region.
4.3 The large area to the west including Warnborough Green SSSI, the
scheduled Ancient monument of Odiham Castle and the original settlement
of North Warnborough are located in the North Warnborough Conservation
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Area, which follows the line of the River Whitewater. Most of the Conservation
Area’s listed and locally listed buildings are located along Bridge Road, Hook
Road and The Street.
4.4 The Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area extends well beyond the Parish
boundary but the stretch within the area is characteristic of much of its length
and is also designated a SSSI. The combination of the waterway, towpath,
bridges and adjoining buildings and landscape creates a distinct and special
place that also helps define the Odiham and North Warnborough
Conservation Areas.
4.5 The landscape setting to the villages and the Canal, especially around
the southern boundary of Odiham and the Deer Park to its north, plays an
important role in defining the character of the Conservation Areas. For the
most part, development schemes over the last few years have not
encroached on these settings.
4.6 In general terms, therefore, the quality and scale of significant heritage
assets in the Parish is very high relative to most Parishes and villages.
Investments in these assets by their owners has helped to ensure that the
historic fabric is well maintained, with no obvious degradation of that quality
in recent years.
4.7 In addition, there are a number of other SSSIs and nature conservation
designations in and in close proximity to the Parish that may be affected by
the growth of Odiham and North Warnborough, including:










_Odiham Common With Bagwell Green And Shaw SSSI
_Hook Common And Bartley Heath SSSI
_Greywell Fen SSSI
_Butter Wood SSSI
_Hazeley Heath SSSI
_Bourley and Long Valley SSSI
_Bramshill SSSI
_Eelmoor Marsh SSSI
_Castle Bottom To Yateley And Hawley Commons SSSI

4.8 Together with the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area, the scale
and variety of biodiversity assets will also constrain the ability of Odiham and
North Warnborough to deliver new homes. Ultimately, it will be for the new
Local Plan to determine precisely what level of growth will be sustainable for
this part of the District. It is not possible for the Neighbourhood Plan to
undertake a level of primary research to measure accurately the cumulative
effects of its housing proposals. Instead, the Neighbourhood Plan must adopt
a spatial strategy that reflects the direction of District-level strategic policy
and adopts the principles of sustainable development of the National
Planning Policy Framework. In doing so, its site allocation choices should
avoid any obvious harmful effects and its policies should identify any specific
biodiversity effects that future planning applications must be able to
demonstrate can be satisfactorily mitigated.
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4.9 The area does not suffer from any environmental problems that are so
significant that they demand the attention of the Neighbourhood Plan. The
community consultations have shown that the community wants to protect
and maintain its historic characteristics. The community is also concerned
about housing development schemes harming the character of the parish in
terms of low design standards. However, there are no pressing environmental
problems to which the Plan needs to respond.
4.10 The Plan contains only modest policies and proposals for development
that are consistent in scale and location with the villages and with the
adopted Local Plan and the likely expectations of the emerging Local Plan.
Neighbourhood planning is voluntary with no obligations on policy coverage.
Only where a Plan chooses to contain a policy must that policy have regard
to national and local planning guidance. In which case, in its absence,
proposals for development in the Parish would continue to be determined as
now by the District Council, using its saved Local Plan policies and the NPPF.
In practice, this would make little difference to managing the details of
potential environmental impacts. But the Neighbourhood Plan is establishing
a clear spatial plan and more refined development management policies
that ought to enable those impacts to be managed more effectively.

5. The environmental protection objectives that are relevant to the
Neighbourhood Plan and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account during its
preparation
5.1 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared to address key planning
issues in the Neighbourhood Plan area. As the Neighbourhood Plan must be in
general conformity with national and local strategic policies, it does not
therefore seek to repeat them. These issues are summarised in para 3.1 of the
Plan thus:









What sites are either available now or may become available for
development in the plan period?
Which ones are suitable and will be supported by the local
community?
What types of houses or other residential accommodation are most
needed in the area in terms of their size and affordability?
How can the Plan help secure community benefits as a result of this
new development?
How can the Plan raise the design standards of new development to
conserve the special character of the two villages?
How can the Plan assist the long-term viability and vitality of Odiham
Village Centre?
Should the Plan continue to safeguard land for possible expansion of
Robert May’s School in future?
How should the Plan ensure adequate car parking is provided by new
development and that there are improvements to the network of
footpaths and cycleways in the Parish?
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Which open spaces within and between the villages deserve special
protection from development to retain their special character?
How can the Plan protect other environmental areas that may not
already be protected?

5.2 The following assessment framework has been adopted to assess the
sustainability performance of the Neighbourhood Plan,. The proposed
framework was consulted upon with the statutory consultees as part of the
SEA Scoping Report. The consultees made a number of comments on the
selection of the proposed SEA objectives and these have been taken
account of in this framework. Notably, the Environment Agency suggested
improvements to the wording, which has been amended accordingly, and a
new objective on ground water quality, which has not, as there are no
distinguishing features of the village locations where water quality effects
may be relevant.
5.3 The District Council suggested a reference to surface water flooding and
so this has been added alongside ground water flooding to objective 4B
below. Historic England suggested amending the heritage asset objectives for
greater clarity, which has been done, and a greater analysis of the historic
environment, which is included in the analysis of section 6 to the extent that
this is proportionate to the task. Natural England has noted the locations of a
series of SSSIs (and the Thames Basin Heaths SPA) in the vicinity of the Plan
Area and requires that the SEA assess the effects of the Neighbourhood Plan
proposals on these designations (through a Habitats Regulations Assessment
in relation to the SPA – see the separate report).
5.4 In commenting on the Draft SEA report, Natural England has reiterated its
view that the SEA should assess the access/recreation, soil/agricultural land,
air quality and climate change adaptation effects of the Neighbourhood
Plan’s policies. The Parish Council has written to Natural England to explain
again how it is using the SEA process to focus on the matters that are most
helpful in assessing environmental effects. However, whilst it is not intended to
widen the scope of this SEA, the relevant additional details from the District
Council’s Sustainability Appraisal of the High Level Site Assessments are
appended to the report (see Appendix B). An analysis of the assessment of
that report on each site proposed in Policy 2 is included in Section 7 below.
5.4 The proposed SEA framework is as follows:
Objective 1: Historic Environment
To protect and enhance the local historic environment:



1A - Will the Plan guide proposals to avoid or minimise harm to the
significance of any heritage assets and their settings?
1B – Will it ensure that any unavoidable substantial harm to a heritage
asset is outweighed by securing sufficient public benefits?
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Objective 2: Biodiversity
To protect and enhance biodiversity:




2A - Will the Plan avoid the loss, damage or indirect impact to a
biodiversity asset or the fragmentation of existing habitat?
2B – Will it lead to habitat protection or the creation of new habitat?
2C – Will it lead to any significant effects on the nature conservation
interest of the Thames Basin Heath Special Protection Area?

Objective 3: Landscape
To protect and enhance the local countryside and rural landscape:




3A - Will the Plan safeguard or enhance the character of the
landscape around the settlements that influences local distinctiveness
and identity?
3B - Will it avoid development in the open countryside and protect the
most sensitive landscapes?
3C - Will it avoid the coalescence of existing settlements?

Objective 4: Flood Risk
To avoid and mitigate the risks to existing and new development from
flooding:



4A – Will the Plan avoid allocating development in Flood Zones 2 and
3?
4B – Will it ensure any groundwater or surface water flooding risk is
taken into account?

5.5 In most cases, it is acknowledged the data is not collected or reported at
a parish scale to enable an accurate assessment or an accurate assessment
of a proposal can only be made at the time of a planning application, which
will contain such information. In addition, the scale of development proposed
in the Neighbourhood Plan is small in comparison with the scale of existing
development in the Parish, making the identification of cause-and-effect
relationships between inputs and outputs very uncertain. However, it seeks to
identify the relative attributes of the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan to
inform the reader.
5.6 The assessment has also been used to assist in shaping the alternative
spatial plan options for consultation with the local community and in
formulating other plan policies.

Odiham and North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan: Final SEA Report – July 2016

Page 15

6. Assessing the impact of the Neighbourhood Plan Strategic
Objectives

Landscape

Flood Risk

SEA Objective
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:

Biodiversity

PREFERRED OBJECTIVES

Historic Envt

6.1 The five strategic objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are outlined in
Section 3 above. They focus on social and environmental issues in support of
realising the Vision. Each of these objectives is assessed against the SEA
objectives below.

1

2

3

4

Heritage & Character
Housing
Odiham High Street
Community Facilities
Natural Environment

Positive impact
No or some impact but policy has mitigation measures
Negative impact with no proposed mitigation measures

Table A: Assessment of Neighbourhood Plan Objectives
6.2 Not surprisingly, there is a strong, positive correlation between the heritage
objectives of the Plan and the equivalent objective of the SEA. The Plan is
explicit in wishing to plan for growth that avoids harming the special historic
character of the villages and the rural identity of the Parish more generally.
This character and identity is a product of both the heritage assets, especially
those clustered in the villages, and the landscape setting of the villages.
6.3 In all other respects, the relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan
objectives and the key environmental measures is neutral. Although housing
development and proposals to enhance the local economy will inevitably
have some degree of environmental impact, the SEA objectives anticipate
this and allow for the Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives to direct growth to
within and on the least sensitive edges of the villages to avoid the most
important landscapes. Given the national planning policy context, it was not
a reasonable alternative to seek to avoid growth at all.
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7. Assessing the impact of the Neighbourhood Plan policies

Landscape

Flood Risk

ONWNP Policies

Biodiversity

PREFERRED OBJECTIVES & POLICIES

Historic Envt

7.1 The Neighbourhood Plan policies are assessed against the SEA objectives
below.

1

2

3

4

1: Spatial Plan for the Parish
2: Housing Development Sites
3: Local Gaps
4: Housing Mix
5: General Design Principles
6: Odiham Conservation Area
7: North Warnborough Conservation Area
8: Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area
9: Odiham High Street
10: Education
11: Local Green Spaces
12: Natural Environment
13: Assets of Community Value
Positive impact
No or some impact but policy has mitigation measures
Negative impact with no proposed mitigation measures

Table B: Assessment of Plan preferred Policies
7.1 The spatial plan of Policy 1 has neutral effects on all objectives by focusing
future growth on the two villages to avoid harmful impacts on heritage assets,
important landscapes or areas of biodiversity value and to avoid
development in areas of flood risk. The exclusionary criteria used to identify
where growth would be appropriate are defined in para 3.11 of the
supporting text to this policy. The SEA objectives helped define these criteria
from the outset to ensure the spatial strategy would be consistent in
achieving a sustainable pattern of development. By definition, alternative
sites in locations that were not consistent with the criteria, that is they lie in
open countryside beyond the settlement boundary, or would result in major
incursions into a Local Gap or cherished green space or in designated flood
risk zones, were rejected from further consideration and are therefore
excluded from this assessment.
7.2 The SEA objectives were also important in defining the criteria in paras 3.11
and 3.12 of the Neighbourhood Plan that sought to guide where
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development should take place in and around the villages. So, locations that
were able to collectively meet the scale of development expected but that
were suitable in respect of their heritage asset effects (1A) and fit with
established settlement patterns (1A and 3A) were selected for further
assessment. In addition, to ensure such effects were also minimised, only
smaller sites (i.e. 30 dwellings or less) or medium sites (60 dwellings or less) were
considered. The policy criteria also included social and economic factors that
are beyond the scope of the SEA, including proximity to services and using
brownfield land.
7.3 Of itself, the policy does not specifically address heritage asset effects –
the policy is bound to make such effects possible by directing growth to the
two villages, the majority of which are designated Conservation Areas. But
negative effects are not inevitable if other policies of the Plan (and of the
Local Plan) ensure that they are avoided or satisfactorily mitigated, hence
the neutral assessment.
7.4 The housing allocation sites in Policy 2 are consistent with the spatial plan
of Policy 1 and are therefore, by definition, suitable in principle. Although this
policy could have incurred some negative environmental effects, these have
been considered through establishing key development principles for each
site. Where the site location has the potential for design details to affect a
heritage asset or other environmental designation then the policy draws this
to the attention of the future planning applicant, hence its neutral assessment
in respect of SEA objectives 1, 2 and 3. In reviewing the assessment of the Hart
DC Sustainability Appraisal report (see Appendix B), the following comments
are made in respect of each site:
Site i Land at Longwood (SHLAA Ref: 119), Site ii Land at 4 Western Lane (66)
and Site iii Land at Crumplins Yard (233)
The policy requirements confine the schemes to small areas of land adjoining
the existing settlement boundary to avoid undermining the visual integrity of
the Local Gap (objective 3C). They also require effective boundary planting
and that surface water flood risk and groundwater issues are addressed
(objectives 3A and 4B).
Site iv Land at Albion Yard (232)
The policy requirements establish the key design principles that will ensure a
scheme avoids harm to the Conservation Area and to the setting of
proximate listed buildings (objective 1A). They also demonstrate how a
separate vehicle and pedestrian access can be achieved and how buffers
to the Canal and countryside can enable a scheme to avoid harm to their
respective character and biodiversity interest (objectives 1A, 2A and 3B).
Site v Land at Dunleys Hill (65)
The policy requirements confine the site to a much smaller area of land than
the land assessed in the Sustainability Appraisal. It adjoins the settlement
boundary to avoid undermining the visual integrity of the Local Gap
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(objective 3C) and the policy requires a series of public benefits to be
delivered to ensure the land within the Gap becomes a viable and valued
new community asset.
Site vi Land at Hook Road (58)
The policy requirements establish the key design principles that will ensure a
scheme avoids harm to the Conservation Area and to the setting of
proximate listed buildings (objective 1A). They also acknowledge the
proximity of the Canal and its heritage and biodiversity interest, they identify
the specific matters that a scheme must address and they show how such
constraints can be satisfactorily addressed in the detailed scheme design
(objectives 1A and 2A).
Site vii Land next to Crownfields (327)
The policy requirements confine the site to a different shape and size site than
the land assessed in the Sustainability Appraisal. They establish a clear set of
parameters within which the design of a successful scheme can be delivered.
The site had the potential for negative effects on objectives 1A and 3B as
there is no current ‘defensible boundary’ on the southern edge of the site.
However, the allocation ties the site close to the existing village boundary and
it requires an effective landscape buffer and scheme layout that addresses
these effects.
7.5 In summary, therefore, the effect of the spatial plan in Policy 1 directing
where sustainable growth should happen, and the policy requirements of
Policy 2 for each site allocation, have addressed the potential shortcomings
identified in the Sustainability Appraisal.
7.6 The two Local Gaps defined in Policy 3, including the land at Dunleys Hill
above, are intended to prevent the coalescence of the villages and other
neighbouring settlements by updating and replacing saved Local Plan Policy
CON21. As noted above, the proposed incursions into the Gap at Dunleys Hill
do not individually or collectively undermine the visual integrity of the Gap.
The policy will therefore have positive effects on SEA objectives 1A and 3C.
7.7 The housing mix provisions of Policy 4 requires housing schemes to consider
how specific types of homes are provided to meet local housing needs. The
policy has no environmental effects as it seeks to deliver social benefits.
7.8 Policy 5 ‘General Design Principles’ applies to proposals outside the
Conservation Areas but will play a part in ensuring that the setting of those
Areas is paid regard to and more generally that proposals demonstrate that
they have acknowledged their location in relation to their surroundings and
they have responded positively to the design references for that part of the
village. It therefore has some positive effects on SEA objective 1A.
7.9 Policy 6 applies to the Odiham Conservation Area and establishes
important design principles for development in the Area based on its
character appraisal. As such this policy will have a positive effect on the
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historic environment in Odiham village of SEA objective 1A.
7.10 Similarly, Policies 7 and 8 for the North Warnborough Conservation Area
and Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area respectively perform the same role
using their character appraisals. The local community is concerned that the
design and quality of infill development in the village has been poor in the
past and desires any new proposals to achieve higher standards. As such this
policy will have a positive effect on the historic environment in North
Warnborough village and on the distinct character of the Canal in respect of
SEA objective 1A.
7.11 Policy 9 on Odiham High Street establishes a series of building use and
design principles to ensure proposals for new retail development or to
improve existing retail premises take full account of its historic character as
well as its viability as a village centre. Aside from its positive social and
economic effects, the policy has a positive effect on SEA objective 1A by
encouraging investment in the High Street for property owners to recycle into
the upkeep of their heritage assets.
7.12 Policy 10 safeguards land in the Dunleys Hill Local Gap of Policy 3 for
future education use. Importantly, it will have a positive effect in respect of
SEA objective 3C by confining the type of education development to that
which is consistent with the purpose of maintaining the visual openness of the
gap.
7.13 Policy 11 identifies a number of Local Green Spaces that meet the
criteria of the NPPF to be designated for that purpose. The spaces play an
important role in defining the character of the village and will therefore have
positive landscape effects of SEA objectives 3B and 3C. The Deer Park (site vi
in the policy) also makes a significant contribution to defining the character
of the Odiham Conservation Area. Its designation as a Local Green Space will
reinforce these policy objectives and it will therefore have a positive heritage
effect on SEA Objective 1A.
7.14 The provisions of Policy 12 on the Natural Environment of the Parish set
criteria to ensure that future development will have regard to biodiversity
value, public rights of way, the open landscape character and views within
the area along with ensuring mitigating measures to areas of flood risk. It will
therefore have a number of positive effects against the SEA objectives 2A-B
and 4A-B.
7.15 Policy 13 protects designated Assets of Community Value in the Parish
which is primarily to secure a positive social effect, given the importance of
many facilities to the local community. However, some Assets are likely to
have additional heritage value and the policy will therefore have a positive
effect in respect of SEA objective 1A.
Assessing Reasonable Alternatives
7.16 The assessment is obliged to identify and assess any reasonable
alternatives to the proposed policies and to explain why the policy choices
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were made in this context. In practice, there are few options that can be
defined as ‘reasonable’ in neighbourhood planning. Even in areas without
up-to-date Local Plans, saved policies and the NPPF provide a strong set or
technical parameters within which the Plan policies must be formulated. And
the referendum of a neighbourhood plan imposes political limits to policy
choices if the local community engagement work has resulted in clear policy
preferences being expressed. However, for completeness, some alternatives
have been defined, either in the form of a different spatial approach to
Policy 1 or of a ‘policy off’ position in respect of all others, i.e. the option of
not having a policy at all.
7.17 Policy 1 sets a spatial plan for the Parish while taking into consideration
the housing growth expected in the future by the District Council in its
emerging Local Plan and by avoiding the environmental constraints in and
around the Parish. The plan has chosen small to medium sized sites to
maintain the character of the Parish and at the same time to enable the
approximate number of 119 new homes to be delivered from these sites over
the plan period. Given that options resulting in either significantly fewer or
more new homes would not be reasonable (as they would be contrary to the
NPPF or unacceptable ), the only option assessed for comparison was that of
distributing this scale of development in only one or two locations.
7.18 With the only land made available for this purpose of this scale being
west of North Warnborough, this is the alternative option that has been
assessed. Other land was either too small to deliver such numbers or, in the
case of Lodge Farm to the north east of Odiham, was much larger and
therefore could only be for the Local Plan to consider as a potential strategic
housing allocation and not the Neighbourhood Plan. In general, the
alternative option compares unfavourably with the option chosen as its scale
would likely have harmful effects on the setting and character of the North
Warnborough and Basingstoke Canal Conservation Areas that may not be
possible to mitigate given the large scale of development on this significantly
larger site (both through its visual impact and likely resulting in higher traffic
movements through the village).
7.19 The policy option for the allocation sites for new housing of Policy 2 was
to not allocate the sites in the Plan and rather allow a combination of Policy 1
and the relevant saved policies of the Local Plan to be used to identify where
the sites should be. In which case, the settlement boundaries of Policy 1
would not accommodate new allocations sites but would be redefined in
due course once schemes had been consented and built out. The
consequence would be a neutral effect, as it is assumed that those other
policies would be applied effectively. However, Policy 2 provides the local
community and landowners/developers with a clear indication of how Policy
should be implemented.
7.20 The only reasonable alternative to the remaining policies would be the
choice of having no policy on the matter and relying upon the policies of the
Local Plan and NPPF provisions. In each case, the ‘no policy’ option has
made no material difference, as all the policy areas are covered by the
development plan and NPPF. The Plan is merely refining those policy areas to
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Landscape

Flood Risk

Neighbourhood Plan Policies
1: Spatial Plan for the Parish

Biodiversity

POLICY ALTERNATIVES

Historic Environment

reflect their specific relevance to this Parish and in some cases to deliver
positive social and/or economic effects.

1

2

3

4

2: Housing Development Sites
3: Local Gaps
4: Housing Mix
5: General Design Principles
6: Odiham Conservation Area
7: North Warnborough Conservation Area
8: Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area
9: Odiham High Street
10: Education
11: Local Green Spaces
12: Natural Environment
13: Assets of Community Value

Positive impact
Neutral impact
Negative impact
Table C: Assessment of Plan Alternative Policies
Assessment Summary
7.21 The assessment shows that there are no significant negative effects
resulting from the policies of the Plan and that when compared to the limited
number of reasonable alternatives, they compare well. The policies have
been specifically chosen and formulated to adhere to the principles of
sustainable development as defined by the Local Plan and the NPPF. And
they reflect the expressed preferences of the local community, as well as this
can be judged prior to a referendum.
7.22 The conclusion of the assessment of the objectives and policies of the
Neighbourhood Plan is encouraging as the task of planning for growth in an
area with so many and varied heritage, landscape and biodiversity assets is
challenging. There is a close correlation between the plan’s objectives and
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those of the SEA perhaps as should be expected from a community-driven
document. The policies have clearly been selected and drafted to ensure
that any potential for negative impacts is avoided through site selection and
effective policy wording. In some cases, the Neighbourhood Plan should
deliver positive environmental benefits, as well as other social and economic
effects. In no case is there a reasonable policy alternative that assesses as
well as the chosen policy.
8. A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring
8.1 Once the Neighbourhood Plan is made, the Parish Council will monitor the
extent to which planning decisions accord with its policies. This will indicate
how the SEA objectives are shaping decisions and if any corrective measures
may be necessary in a future review of the Neighbourhood Plan and/or of
other parts of the development plan for Hart.
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APPENDIX A
Odiham Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report
ODIHAM & NORTH WARNBOROUGH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) SCOPING LETTER TO
STATUTORY BODIES
TO:
HART DC
HAMPSHIRE CC
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
HISTORIC ENGLAND
NATURAL ENGLAND
Dear XXXX,
Odiham & North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan:
Scoping the Strategic Environmental Assessment
I set out below for your attention the proposed scope of the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) to accompany the forthcoming Odiham &
North Warnborough Neighbourhood Plan (ONWNP).
This letter and its appendices should be regarded as the Scoping Report of
the ONWNP in accordance with Stage A of the provisions of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans & Programmes Regulations 2004 (which
implement EU Directive 2001/42).
As a statutory consultee in these Regulations you are invited to comment on
this report. I would be grateful for either your comments or a confirmation that
you will not be commenting within the minimum five week period required by
the Regulations. In which case, I will require your reply by XXXX December
2014.
Background (A1)
The ONWNP is being prepared by Odiham Parish Council as a qualifying body
under the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations. Plan A below
shows the area designated in August 2014 for this purpose. The local planning
authority, Hart District Council, is currently finalising its formal screening opinion
on the requirement for an SEA. It has indicated that this opinion may
conclude that an SEA is required if the ONWNP intends to be examined
before the adoption of the new Local Plan and to allocate land for
development.
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Plan A: ONWNP Designated Neighbourhood Area
The guidance for undertaking SEA is contained in the National Planning
Practice Guidance (ID 11-030), which emphasises that it must “only focus on
what is needed to assess the likely significant effects of the neighbourhood
plan” and on the “environmental impacts that are likely to be significant”. It
the states that this “does not need to be done in any more detail, or using
more resources, than is considered to be appropriate for the content and
level of detail in the neighbourhood plan”.
It is therefore important to acknowledge that the ONWNP is likely to contain
only a small number of policies that will seek to identify sites for housing
development and to shape the quality of future development proposals. It
will therefore work alongside other saved and forthcoming development plan
policies for the district to guide the consideration of planning applications.
The SEA framework will be used to assess spatial options for distributing this
development in the Parish, rather than to assess individual sites in isolation of
each other. Its conclusions will direct the selection of sites to those locations
assessed as the most suitable by taking account of the SEA and the Parish
Council’s view on the relative acceptability to the local community of the
spatial options, bearing in mind the need for the ONWNP to win a majority
vote at a referendum.
The ONWNP may also contain policies relating to its village centre,
employment sites, community facilities and sustainable infrastructure, all of
which will be in general conformity with the relevant saved development
plan policies, and will accord with the provisions of the National Planning
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Policy Framework. The consideration of these potential policies has begun but
will await the conclusions of this scoping exercise before progressing further.
Baseline Information (A2)
A summary of environmental baseline evidence is provided in Appendix A to
this letter. Essentially, the combination of heritage, biodiversity and flood risk
issues are such that there may be some significant environment effects that
the ONWNP should take account of in its choice of policies. The Constraints
Map in the Appendix shows the location of each environmental designation
in the main settlement areas of Odiham and North Warnborough.
The Hart District Local Plan evidence base, and its Sustainability Appraisal of
Housing Development Options of August 2014, sets out the wider planning
and environmental context of the ONWNP. The saved policies of the 19962006 Local Plan provide the current means by which the environmental
effects of development are considered and these may either be replaced or
complemented by the new Local Plan or, in specific circumstances, by
policies of the ONWNP. In addition, the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) contains an extensive range of policies relating to environmental
matters, especially in respect of heritage, countryside, flooding and
biodiversity.
The Parish Council is mindful that it is very difficult in most cases to measure
environmental impacts of small schemes at this local scale as either the data
is not reported at this level and/or the impact is so relatively negligible that it
cannot be meaningfully detected. In which case, the SEA framework will be
used to inform judgements on the impact of the proposed policies in relation
to any reasonable alternatives there may be.
Environmental Issues (A3)
There are no significant environmental problems that are not also common to
rural England, especially in terms of managing growth in historic villages and
in meeting local housing needs. The main challenge for the ONWNP will be in
striking the right balance between meeting those housing needs and
protecting the special historic character of the parish, in a way that will
deliver a majority vote at a referendum in due course.
Despite their environmental constraints, the settlements in the Parish have
accommodated housing growth over the last few years, though not all has
been of a quality desired by local people. The ONWNP must therefore not
only identify a spatial plan with technical merits (i.e. deliverable and
sustainable development) but it must also demonstrate that it will lead to
higher standards in the design of development.
Odiham village centre also has a vibrant mix of shops and services though
these are under strong competitive pressures affecting all local ‘high streets’.
In addition, the Parish benefits from the presence of other public services – a
secondary and primary school for example - which serve a wider rural
hinterland population.
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Given the modest scale of growth likely to be planned for in the ONWNP, and
its likely focus on the established settlements, there will be no likely
measureable impacts on any designated nature sites or heritage assets
outside the Parish boundary that will not have already been taken into
account in the District Council’s SA reports.
However, it is acknowledged that a small part of the Parish falls within 5km of
the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area, a European designated
nature site (see Plan B below). Saved South East Plan Policy NRM6 requires
that development schemes of 50 or more dwellings within 7km of the Area
should be assessed for their impact on its habitats. This wider distance means
that some of the site allocations of the ONWNP on the edge of Odiham
village may fall into this scope. This matter will be addressed with the District
Council in due course and a Habitats Regulations Assessment screening
undertaken as necessary.
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Plan B: Thames Basin Heaths SPA: Zone of Influence
Appraisal Framework (A4)
The proposed framework reflects the key environmental issues of the Parish
and the likely scope of policies in the ONWNP. The decision not to choose any
other objective does not necessarily mean that objective has no relevance
to the ONWNP but that it is unlikely to enable the merits of policy options to
be distinguished and is therefore unhelpful for this purpose.
The process of housing site selection will be informed by overview of their
achievability, availability and acceptability and by an analysis of their
suitability when assessed against the spatial policy of the ONWNP. That
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spatial policy, and any reasonable alternative spatial options, will be
informed by the proposed SEA framework.
In the light of this data, the Parish Council proposes to establish the following
framework of environmental objectives and measures in order to identify any
likely significant environmental effects. In doing so, it will use the baseline data
of Appendix A to inform the evaluation of any policy alternatives, or at the
very least a comparison of ‘policy-on’ and ‘policy-off’ options.
Objective 1: Historic Environment
To protect and enhance the local historic environment:




2A - Will it sustain and enhance listed buildings and their settings?
2B - Will it sustain and enhance the three conservation areas and their
settings?
2C – Will it ensure that any less than substantial harm to a heritage
asset is outweighed by securing sufficient public benefits?

Objective 2: Biodiversity
To protect and enhance biodiversity:



3A - Will it lead to a loss, damage or indirect impact to a biodiversity
asset or the fragmentation of existing habitat?
3B – Will it lead to habitat protection or the creation of new habitat?

Objective 3: Landscape
To protect and enhance the local countryside and rural landscape:




4A - Will it safeguard or enhance the character of the landscape
around the settlements that influences local distinctiveness and
identity?
4B - Will it avoid development in the open countryside and protect the
most sensitive landscapes?
4C - Will it avoid the coalescence of existing settlements?

Objective 4: Flood Risk
To avoid and mitigate the risks to existing and new development from
flooding:



5A – Will it avoid allocating development in Flood Zones 2 and 3?
5B – Will it ensure any groundwater flooding risk is taken into account?

Statutory Consultation (A5)
The conclusions of this consultation will be considered by the Parish Council in
finalising the SEA assessment framework. That framework will then inform the
formulation of the Pre Submission ONWNP and will be set out and used by the
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accompanying Draft SEA report.
If you have any queries then please contact our planning consultant, Neil
Homer, of RCOH Ltd at neil.homer@rcoh.co.uk or call him on 07833 462991.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
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APPENDIX A
Odiham Parish Neighbourhood Plan: Environmental Baseline Data
Historic Landscape, Natural Landscape & Townscape
Title

Listed
Buildings

Source

http://list.englishheritage.org.uk/results.aspx

Data

Grade I Odiham Castle and Church of All Saints both in Odiham
Grade II* 8 buildings and structures.
Grade II 234 buildings and structures.

The scheduled monuments at:

Roman villa at Lodge Farm,
North Warnborough

Odiham Castle
Other
Designated
Heritage
Assets

NonDesignated
Heritage
Assets

Historic Park and Garden at;

Dogmersfield Park(which
straddles three Parishes, Odiham,
Dogmersfield and Winchfield)
Conservation Areas

Odiham

North Warnborough

Basingstoke Canal

http://list.englishheritage.org.uk/results.aspx

There are a number of Locally Listed and Positive Buildings in both North
Warnborough and Odiham. These can be seen on the Odiham and North
Warnborough Conservation Area map below.
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Trends and consequences
Odiham Parish has the largest
concentration of listed buildings in
Hart District. New development
schemes completed in recent years
have been mixed in terms of their
quality and impact on sustaining the
character of these heritage assets
and their settings.
The three Conservation Areas and
their settings cover much of the built
up areas of the two settlements as
well as Deer Park and the Canal.
New development schemes
completed in recent years have
been mixed in terms of their quality
and impact on sustaining the
character of these heritage assets
and their settings. There are
adopted character appraisals for
each Area that serve to guide
development designs.
These non-designated buildings are
further identified and described in
the Conservation Area appraisals

Title

Source
Odiham Conservation Area
Assessment of Setting (HDC,
July 2014)

Landscape
Designations

Public Open
Space

Hart District Landscape
Assessment (1997)

HDC Open Space, Sport
and Recreation
Assessment 2012

Data
There are no statutory landscape designations in the Parish.
However, an appraisal of the setting of the Odiham Conservation Area by HDC
has indicated that it is especially sensitive to development.
The Hart District Landscape Assessment from 1997 describes the character of the
landscape in the Hart Downs Character Area within which the Parish is located.
Odiham especially is described as being surrounded by both open and
enclosed arable farmland on gently rolling chalk hills. The areas around Odiham
airfield is partially identified as a priority for landscape enhancement activity.
Type of open
space

Total area in
Hectares
(Sqm)

Allotments

No allotments

Play Areas and
Youth facilities
Amenity green
space
Cemeteries

0.27 (2667)(play areas and grounds)
No youth facilities

Parks, sports &
recreation
grounds

0.06 (591)
2.08 (20805)
4.27 (42651) (recreation grounds)
1.28 (12821) (parks/formal gardens)
9.84 (98371) (pitches)
1.18 (11837) (artificial turf pitches)
0.56 (5635) (tennis and multi-courts)
0.22 (2235) (indoor sports facilities)
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Trends and consequences
There are no landscape
designations in the ONWNP area,
however the plan should consider
the landscape character when
identifying sites for development.

The provision shown will need to be
explored through preparation of the
neighbourhood plan and the
allocation of land for open space
and recreation purposes.

Biodiversity
Title

Source

Data

Trends and consequences

Designated
Nature Sites

OPC Constraints Map

There are two Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC) in the Parish. One follows
the line of the Basingstoke Canal. The other lies to the south east of Odiham village. A
third SINC adjoins the Parish boundary at Warnborough Green.

The ONWNP policies will have to
show that they have considered the
areas of biodiversity importance
such as the SINCs and SSSIs.

There are several Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in the Parish.

the Odiham Common with Bagwell Green & Shaw SSSI

Warnborough Green SSSI

Basingstoke Canal (SSSI)

Butter Wood SSSI
Although adjacent to the Parish and therefore not within the ONWNP area, the
Greywell Fen SSSI should also be considered.
There are no National Nature Reserves in the parish.
European
Designated
Sites

Hart District Council
Options SA/SEA
Report 2014

There are no Site of European importance in the Parish. However as part of the Parish
is within the 5 and 7km zones of influence of the Thames Basin Heaths Special
Protection Area (SPA) there may be certain impacts resulting from development in the
ONWNP area. This may require the ONWNP to prepare a Habitats Regulations
Assessment.
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Due to the closely located SPA site,
the ONWNP may be required to
prepare an HRA in time for the final
Submission Plan.

Flood Risk
Title
Flood Risk

Source
OPC Constraints Map

Data
The north eastern part of the Parish covering the northern part of North Warnborough
falls within both Flood Zone 2 and 3.
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Trends and consequences
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North Warnborough Conservation Area Map
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Odiham Conservation Area Map
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APPENDIX B
Relevant Extracts from the Hart DC Sustainability Appraisal of the High Level Site Assessments
The following information has been extracted from the report published by Hart DC in 2015. The report accompanied a
New Homes Sites Booklet, on which the District Council consulted at the same time. The Booklet included the sites
proposed by the Neighbourhood Plan to give a complete District-wide picture. To be consistent, the Sustainability
Appraisal also assessed the sites, but using a wider range of social, economic and environmental objectives than were
considered necessary for the Neighbourhood Plan SEA.
The scoring mechanism used by the Sustainability Appraisal is shown below:
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