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APPENDIX A

Crookham Village Parish Council NP Steering Group Resolution
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group

Resolution: Crookham Village Parish Council (CVPC) is the qualifying Body for the preparation of a
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) for its civil parish area. The Parish Council (PC) wishes to establish separate
Project Management arrangements to facilitate the delivery of this plan-making function by
establishing an autonomous Steering Group. The PC grants delegated authority in exercise of all
relevant plan-making functions to the Crookham Village Parish Neighbourhood Planning Steering
Group. The Steering Group (SG) will lead the preparation of the Crookham Village Parish NP. The
Group will guide and agree the content of the Plan and all associated evidence and analysis up to
Preferred Option Consultation Draft stage.
1

The Steering Group
1.1 The SG role:
• To provide a locally accountable and representative lead for plan-making
• To agree a project timetable and endeavor to secure compliance
• To agree a project communication, consultation and engagement strategy
• To agree the initial scope of the Plan prior to early public engagement
• To confirm, subject to consultation with the Parish Council, the scope of the Plan following
analysis of early and subsequent community engagement
• To manage the delegated NP budget in conjunction with the CVPC RFO
• To approve all background and evidence based reports prior to publication
• To agree all consultation documents prior to publication
• To agree, subject to ratification by the Parish Council, a final submission version of the
Crookham Village NP
• To report monthly to the Parish Council
1.2 The SG will be established for a time-limited period until a Plan has been presented for
Independent Examination. It will remain active until the independent examiners report is
published. If it is decided that a group needs to be in place for “implementation and delivery”,
this will be agreed with a further resolution by the PC.
1.3 The objective of the SG is to produce a NP for the Parish of Crookham Village, which defines
the Planning Policy priorities identified by the community taking into account all representations
made during the plan-making process and having regard to all relevant existing plans and
evidence. The Plan will include or be supported by an appropriate delivery plan setting out, where
relevant, the means by which these policy priorities may be implemented.

2

Composition
The SG will comprise 3 Parish Councillors and 3 community representatives. Further topic
specific Working Groups will be established as required.
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3

Reporting and Communication
3.1 The SG has delegated authority from the PC to deliver its plan-making functions up to and
including publication of a Preferred Options Consultation Draft NP. The Group will report monthly
to the PC. The PC will approve the Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan prior to publication for
consultation and Independent Examination.
3.2 The plan-making process remains in the control of the PC as local authority and qualifying
body. All publications, consultation and community engagement exercises will be undertaken by
the SG with delegated decision making authority on behalf of CVPC with appropriate recognition
of the Council’s position given in all communications associated with the project.
3.3 Decisions made by the SG shall normally be by consensus at SG meetings. Where a vote
is required each member shall have one vote. A minimum of three members shall be present
where matters are presented for decisions to be taken. A simple majority will be required to
support any motion. The Chair, or in their absence the Vice-Chair shall have one casting vote.

4

Conduct
The SG will follow the code of conduct set out by the Nolan Committee on Standards in
Public Life, and used by CVPC in conduct of its business. Whilst Members, as individuals, will
be accountable to their parent organisations, the SG as a whole is accountable to the wider
community for ensuring that the Plan reflects their collective expectations.
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Steering Group Terms of Reference

Name: The name of the organisation shall be the Crookham Village Parish Council Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group (CVPC NPSG).

Purpose: The purpose of the Steering Group shall be to support the Parish Council to carry out the
following tasks:
• Investigate and identify support for the Neighbourhood Plan.
• Identify sources of funding.
• Take responsibility for planning, budgeting and monitoring expenditure on the Plan and
report back to the Parish Council on these matters.
• Liaise with relevant authorities and organisations to make the Plan as effective as possible.
• Identify ways of involving the whole community and gather the views and opinions of as
many groups and organisations in the community as possible.
• Determine the types of survey and information gathering to be used.
• Be responsible for the analysis of the survey, the production and distribution of the final
report.
• Identify priorities and timescale for local action in the Action Plan, including the lead
organisations and potential sources of project funding.
• Regularly report (monthly) back to the Parish Council on progress, issues arising and
outcomes from the exercise.

Membership: The Steering Group will be made up from a good cross-section of the community,
including three Parish Councillors nominated by the Parish Council.

Defining Roles: At the first meeting, the Steering Group will elect a Chairman, a Secretary and a
Finance Co-ordinator.
Wherever possible the Steering Group will also elect a Communication’s Co-ordinator and a
Volunteer Co-ordinator.
Wherever possible all other members should have a specific role, to be agreed by the Steering Group
- see Roles & Relationships.

Roles & Relationships: Parish Council insurance will cover the previously agreed activities of the
Steering Group and volunteers, but Steering Group officers, in liaison with the Clerk, need to ensure
that terms of the insurance are not breached.
Parish Councillors who are also members of the Steering Group will act as liaison officers between
the Steering Group and the Parish Council.
The Steering Group, via its Parish Council Members, will provide a regular report to the Parish
Council, for endorsement.
The Parish Council will provide the opportunity for the endorsement of regular reports via its
meeting agenda.
Working Groups will carry out duties specified by the full Steering Group, which may include:• Data Gathering
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• Consultations
• Making recommendations
The make-up and purpose of working groups will be regularly reviewed by the full Steering Group. It
is expected that all Steering Group members abide by the principles and practice of the Parish
Council Code of Conduct including declarations of interest.

Meetings: The Steering Group shall normally meet monthly, (but every two months as a
minimum), or as may be required.
At least three clear days’ notice of meetings shall be sent to members via the communication
method agreed with, and appropriate to, each individual member.
Whenever possible, notices of meetings should detail the matters to be discussed.
The secretary shall keep a record of meetings, and circulate notes to Steering Group members and
the Parish Council in a timely fashion.
The Parish Council will publicise the notes via the usual methods.
It is recommended that an annual rolling schedule of meetings is set in place, preferably at the first
meeting of the Steering Group and made available to the public via notice boards/websites.
All meetings should be held in public and be open to the public.
Copies of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct will be available at all Neighbourhood Plan meetings.

Working Groups: The Steering Group may establish such working groups as it considers
necessary to carry out the functions specified by the Steering Group. Each working group should
have a lead person.

Finance: All grants and funding will be applied for and held by the Parish Council, who will ringfence the funds for Neighbourhood Plan purposes only.
Notification of all planned expenditure will be given to the Parish Council and approved before actual
costs are incurred.
The Responsible Finance Officer shall keep a clear record of expenditure supported by receipted
invoices and will regularly review and update the budget in liaison with the Clerk.
The Steering Group Finance Co-ordinator in partnership with the Responsible Finance Office and
Clerk, will draw up and agree with the Steering Group procedures for volunteers who wish to claim
expenses.
The Finance Co-ordinator will report back to the Steering Group and the Parish Council on planned
and actual expenditure for the project.
Invoices will be made out in the name of the Parish Council who will pay them at the next scheduled
Finance & HR Committee Meeting/Parish Council meeting.
Members of the community who are involved as volunteers with any of the working groups may
claim back any previously agreed expenditure that was necessarily incurred during the process of
producing the Neighbourhood Plan. This could include postage and stationery, telephone calls, travel
cost.
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Dissolving the Steering Group: At the conclusion of the Neighbourhood Plan project the
Parish Council and Steering Group should discuss the future working of the Steering Group. If the
Steering Group wishes to dissolve it must notify the Parish Council.
29 July 2014
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APPENDIX B

Advert in Fleet News for Neighbourhood Plan Launch Event, July 2014
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Article in Parish Council Newsletter November 2015 about CVNP Launch Event
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Children’s Drawing Competition Artwork used for CVNP logo
Thanks to: Connie age 5, Harri age 8, George age 9 and Lottie age 9.
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Survey for Neighbourhood Plan Launch Event

Crookham Village Parish
Council
Mrs. C.A. Leversha
Clerk to Crookham Village Parish Council
Daegmarsfield Farm
Church Lane Dogmersfield
HOOK Hampshire RG27 8S2
Tel: 01252 810568
Email: clerk@crookhamvillaqe-pc.org.uk

13 July 2014

Dear Resident,
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Thank you very much for taking the time to attend this public
consultation exercise. Your views are extremely important to your
Council.
Attached please find the following:
• An explanatory sheet as to the process involved in a
Neighbourhood Plan.
• A survey which we would really value as feedback.
Thank you very much.
Clerk to the Council

\,
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Neighbourhood Planning - a process
Stage 1: Starting up
Sharing ideas about whether a Neighbourhood Plan is appropriate

Stage one begins once the idea of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
has been floated and the Parish Council (PC) has agreed and minuted its
decision. A group of people (parish councilors and members of the
community) can then come together to investigate preparing a NP. In a
non-parished area, a group of 21 people will come together to form a
Neighbourhood Forum.
What to do next:

•

•

•

Within this initial group, discuss what you think a NP could do
for your local neighbourhood. Identify an appropriate boundary
for the Neighbourhood Area, setting up the initial Steering
Group (SG)who will start the process
Preparing a Position Statement to consider how best to ask the
community to support the NP process early - this is not
engagement this is just informing the community what it is and
asking whether the community will support the process
It is important to develop a Project Plan to assist in identifying key
tasks and actions alongside who to involve. This plan is flexible and
will provide a point of reference for the SG

Stage 2: Engaging the community
Ensuring the community will support the plan-making process

The initial SG will invite the whole community to support and be involved
in the process of planning for their local area. Evidence of community
participation is crucial to receiving approval for the plan and you will need
to submit a Consultation Statement with your plan demonstrating that you
have done your best to involve the whole community in the process.
Undertaking this step will also help identify additional members of the SG,
and will aid the "yes" vote at referendum.
Stage 3: Getting organised
Making sure you're ready to prepare the plan

Providing the community supports the idea of a NP, the SG begins to carry out the
required tasks.
Main steps:

Revisit the project plan in the light of community engagement to get a clear structure
for the NP.
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Stage 4: Gathering information
Getting to know your neighbourhood and its context

The NP must respond to local issues and must be in general conformity
with the strategic objectives of the Core Strategy (Local Plan) of the Local
Planning Authority (LPA). It is essential that it is based on a
comprehensive knowledge of the local area, how it works, what lets it
down and what makes it special. This will include information relating to
particular themes i.e.
o Transport
o Education
o Housing
o Employment
o Town centre etc.
Stage 5: Drafting the plan
What you want your neighbourhood to be like

This stage uses the community information to form a set of policies that will
become NP.
Main steps:

o
o
o
o

Establishing Priorities
Developing the policies
Checked the information to make sure the NP is still the way forward then
draft a set of policies
The SG will involve the community in reviewing and confirming the policies

Stage 6: Finalising the plan

o
o
o
o

Writing the final polices and identifying projects
Prepare a simple Spatial Plan
Review and finalise the Neighbourhood Plan
Talk to the LPA to see if a Strategic Environmental Assessment is needed

Stage 7: Testing and approving the plan
Making sure the plan works and getting it signed off

Once the community and the SG is happy with the NP, it must undergo
formal consultation in line with the legal requirements of the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.
Main steps:

o
o
o
o

Publicise information about consultation on The Plan
Formally submit the Neighbourhood Plan to the LPA
Referendum
Launch the Plan
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Stage 8: Delivering and monitoring the plan
Turning the plan into actions for local change

The process of adopting The Plan is just the beginning. If you have
identified local projects as an appendix to the plan, you can now start to
implement these and this is the really exciting part - seeing change come
about because local people have made it happen will rejuvenate and
unite local communities in a positive way for change. On-going support,
monitoring and review will build valuable experience and knowledge
ready for the next NP in twenty years' time!
Main steps:

o
o
o

Review organisation structures
Monitor the Plan
Review the Plan

A NP has a life of up to 25 years and a full review of the Plan will need to
take place if it is to be refreshed during this period. The Review should
be carried out with the community, and not in isolation.
Review should not be limited to the matters addressed in the original
Plan because:
o Hopefully the Plan will have successfully addressed some of
those issues identified locally
o Many of the social, economic and environmental factors are likely to have
changed
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Questionnaire
Introduction
The Crookham Village Parish Neighbourhood Plan (2014 - 2029) will give the community greater
influence over the planning decisions relating to Crookham. The plan covers the whole parish
including the older parts of the village and the newer Zebon Copse and Netherhouse Moor
residential areas. Across Hart District there is a need to find space for another 4,018 new homes
between now and 2032. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group wants to ensure that local
residents and businesses have opportunities to shape any new development and consider how
development might contribute to the community as a whole.
This questionnaire is about understanding the key issues associated with development in Crookham
and how we might best address them. For each topic area we have set out draft objectives and
suggested ways to achieve these. Please tick Yes, No or Unsure against each. If you want to add any
other comments please use the blank sheet attached.
About You
Name and
address/email:...................................................................................................................................
Age Group (please circle): (under 18) (18- 30) (31-45) (46-64) (65+)

Housing and built environment

We think that the Housing objectives are:

Yes

No

Unsure

We think the way to achieve this objective is:

Yes

No

Unsure

How and when should any new homes be built?

Yes

To influence the location, scale, design and type of new housing to ensure that
developments fit in with the character of local areas and meet identified local
housing needs
To ensure that even small scale development reflects the character of the local
area where it takes place
To protect and enhance Crookham Village and our Hart Valley Conservation
Areas and also identify other distinctive areas that comprise the parish of
Crookham Village where additional local polices will help to protect their
character

Set out strict design criteria for new development
Set out criteria for infill with perhaps restrictions in some areas
Develop additional detailed policies for Crookham Village Conservation Area
Set out polices to protect the character of other areas
Identify and allocate sites for new housing

Large estates on just one or two sites
Small groups of houses on multiple sites
Available all in one block at the beginning
Phased evenly across the 20-year period
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Transport and movement
We think the way to achieve this objective is:

Work with the County and District Councils on solutions for traffic problems linked
to new development (e.g. road building, public transport, walking,
cycling routes and traffic management)

Yes

No

Unsure

Yes

No

Unsure

Better manage traffic through the village, including parking, weight/size of vehicles
and physical features
Require new development proposals to provide solutions for roads, parking,
buses, walking and cycling
We think that parish Transport objectives are:

To improve movement in/around the area for cars, buses, cyclists, pedestrians
To encourage joint working between Hampshire County Council (responsible for
roads) and Hart District Council (our Planning Authority), to agree solutions
to manage the large scale development impact on our local area roads

Open space and recreation

We think that the Open space/Recreation objectives are:

Yes

No

Unsure

Yes

No

Unsure

To review open space provision and management regularly, using quality
measures, to ensure it meets the changing needs of the population and local
development pressures
To focus on recreation and the contribution that open spaces make to
landscape, nature conservation and overall quality of life
To ensure that new development in and around the parish contributes to the
open space and recreation needs of the local community

We think the way to achieve this objective is:

Include a policy in the plan which protects all open spaces within Crookham
Village parish
Set out proposals for new, extended or improved open spaces, allotments and
recreation grounds, linked to new development
Identify and protect natural features within and around open spaces, including
trees, hedges, woodland, wetland and meadow areas
Work with the Hart District Council and other authorities on green
infrastructure linked to new development within, or close to, the parish of
Crookham Village
Set out proposals for new and improved footpath/cycle links to nearby
countryside

Communitv facilities

We think that the Community Facilities objective is:

Yes

No

Unsure

To maintain and enhance community facilities (for recreation, meetings, welfare
and health) in the parish of Crookham Village to meet the needs of a growing and
ageing population, taking account of users from nearby areas and
to encourage safe and sustainable access to facilities
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We think the way to achieve this objective is:

Identify specific deficits and priorities for facilities and infrastructure and to
write a policy that supports proposals which address those items
Have policies to protect certain facilities/services/ infrastructure and support
proposals that seek to enhance those assets

Yes

No

Unsure

In which parts of the parish would you prefer to see new development? Please detail specific sites
below:
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APPENDIX C

Vision and Objectives Survey October 2014
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Vision and Objectives Survey Analysis of Responses February 2015
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APPENDIX D

Vision and Objectives Consultation Newsletter, 2015

Crookham Village Parish Newsletter September 2015
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Vision and Objectives Consultation Leaflet
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Crookham Village Parish Vision & Objectives
Feedback Results

1

•

Introduction

Crookham Village has a population of 4,037 living in 1,596 households. 2,610 of the parish
population are 18-64 year olds, 1,112 are under 18 and 315 are over retirement age (64).

Population split

18-64

under 18

over 64

(2011 census data)
•

Crookham Village Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group distributed a flyer to all
households which gave an overview of what the plan is seeking to achieve together with a
questionnaire to gauge residents’ opinions on the Vision and Objectives produced as a result
of various questionnaires previously circulated to the community.

•

For both the overall vision and each of the objectives residents were asked to state if they
a)
b)
c)

“think they are fine”
“have some edits”; or
“have comments”

•

Writing space was provided for the latter 2 options.

•

Of the 4,037 residents of Crookham Village Parish, 212 (5.25%) residents responded to the
questionnaire. 1Please note: respondents had the option of marking more than 1 option for
each question.

1

I would recommend members of the CVPNPSG read through ALL the comments made as this is the only way
to understand all opinions
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Percentage respondents

2 Vision

The first question residents were asked related to the draft vision for the neighbourhood plan:

‘Over the plan period until 2032, Crookham Village Parish will continue to be a thriving
community, able to meet the housing, social and infrastructure needs of its mixed rural
village and contemporary communities – while protecting its green spaces, rural
environment and historic character for future generations.’

Feedback:
176
14
28

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Vision

comments
edits
fine
total respondents
0

•

50

100

150

200

250

Some respondents felt that the vision was too open and generic which might lead to
assumptions or alternatively be open to interpretation.

Appendices A-G to CVNP Consultation Statement

July 2019
Page 58 of 126

•

Additions suggested include
o adding “biodiversity” after “green spaces” or amending “green spaces” to “natural
landscape and diverse environment”,
o adding “preserving the separate identity of Crookham village” into the vision and
adding “and healthy” after “thriving”.

•

More general addition suggestions include references to the economic needs of Crookham
Village Parish, referring to the amount of housing already built, adding in comments about
working in cooperation with neighbouring communities.

•

People also commented that Crookham Village Parish is diverse and should not be considered
of one character and that the plan should include the surrounding area, as this is considered
part of Crookham Village Parish.

Sample Comments related to the Vision:
•

•

•
•
•

•

I would like to see that Crookham Village has a sense of identity that keeps it distinct
from the communities and conurbations that surround it. A 'thriving' community could
be a den of thieves, so I'd like to see some other adjective used, maybe add 'and healthy'
(which could also mean all sorts of things, but it is a 'positive' attribute. Also like to see
something about cooperation, so maybe add after while 'in cooperation with our
neighbours,’ Also if it's a ... community, then it shouldn't contain two types of
community 'rural village' and 'contemporary' - so perhaps change this to say "able to
meet the ....needs of its population in its mixed rural village and more urban settings".
Amend ending to “While prioritising the protection of identified green infrastructure
and landscape, in order to preserve our settlement identities & characters for further
generations”
The parish has a diverse set of neighbourhoods and cannot be considered as onecharacter area. If it is, this will blur and drag the character village into the suburban
estate description and actually encourage building to make the village more like the
estate. Generic wording will make it impossible to defend our diversity, so we must
define separate areas carefully.
Everything seems to be aimed at taking care of the Crookham Village end and forgetting
the Zebon Copse / Redfields areas, where most of the new builds are taking place.
Vision is too open, inviting assumptions and maybe should reference the huge numbers
of houses already built.
The parish has a diverse set of neighbourhoods and cannot be considered as onecharacter area. If it is, this will blur and drag the character village into the suburban
estate description and actually encourage building to make the village more like the
estate. Generic wording will make it impossible to defend our diversity, so we must
define separate areas carefully.
Add into the vision something about the need for some economic activity, whether this
be agricultural, local services, retail and commercial, light industrial including car
servicing etc.
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3

Housing Objectives:
• Provide for a minimum of (figure to be confirmed) new dwellings between
2016 and 2032 in accordance with Hart District Council’s draft Local Plan,
whilst ensuring that the overall quantity of development does not put an
unacceptable strain on local infrastructure capacity.
• Provide housing on small scale sites (up to approx. 50 dwellings per site)
that will accommodate the levels of growth proposed. Encourage
developments designed sympathetically to the surroundings, with a mix
of dwellings to support the needs of our local people, addressing
requirements of first time buyers and the ageing community.
Development within the ‘old village’ boundaries should be designed in
harmony with the historic character of Crookham Village. Seek
opportunities for rural exception schemes.
• Maintain the existing strategic gap between Fleet and Crookham Village,
and anywhere else that urban sprawl is likely, in order to prevent
coalescence.
• Protect the rural setting and historic character of Crookham Village.
• Ensure that new housing developments prioritise brownfield sites where
possible.

Feedback:

150
18
34

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Housing Objectives

1

0

50

100
comments

150
edits

fine

200

250

total

People were very concerned by the lack of firm figures in the first housing objective (provide
for a minimum of xxx new dwellings). They felt unable to agree with or support this objective
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until it had been finalised.
•

Some respondents also commented that it could be reworded to “provide for a “maximum”
instead of “minimum”.

•

Several people made comments regarding the number of new dwellings they felt Crookham
Village Parish could support, most not wanting “large” developments, especially within the
boundaries of the old village.

•

People were also keen to ensure local gaps were maintained in order to prevent merging
with neighbouring communities.

Sample Comments related to the Housing Objectives:
•

Objectives: Suggest to include that the Parish Council also lobby for Fleet/Hart to develop
brownfield sites.

•

Basically agree, but any development should not impact (or at least minimise) on the north
south corridor of open space presently available at the moment. This must be kept free for
the movement of all wildlife and no development should be encouraged in this green
corridor.

•

“50 houses” is too many, not in keeping with existing village

•

Put a figure on how many “individual sites of no more than 50 dwellings” can be in the
parish

•

Housing mix is vital, more 2 bed houses

•

Maintain the existing local gaps between Fleet and Crookham Village; Crookham Village
and Crondall and Crookham Village to Ewshot, in order to prevent coalescence.

•

a) The new developments are already putting a great strain on infrastructure.

•

b) The housing plan seems to want to put all new development at the Zebon Copse end of
the parish whilst protecting Crookham Village area as far as possible.
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4

Education Objectives:
• Support any proposal for educational facilities within or adjacent to the
Parish.
• Work to integrate St Nicholas’ School (as our biggest local employer)
more closely into the Parish.

Feedback:
154
8
32

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Education Objectives

1

0

50

100
comments

150
edits

fine

200

250

total

•

A number of residents questioned whether St Nicholas is actually of any important use to the
community as it is a private school and therefore not serving the whole community and also
questioned whether the school was actually interested in being included in the
neighbourhood plan.

•

Comments were made with regard to the openness of the objective to welcome “any”
proposal for educational facilities and felt it should be more defined. Those with experience
of St Nicolas School asked for the access to the school to be considered as it is dangerous and
roads are already congested at drop off / pick up times.
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Sample Comments related to Education objectives
•

Many local children do not attend St Nicholas so not sure what benefit to the community
(b) would bring

•

“support any proposal for educational facilities” is too open - need to quantify to ensure
it meets the local community’s needs, e.g. “ensure there are enough school places to cater
for any growth / meet the changing needs of the parish”

•

The Ghurkha Camp development is a prime example. The School was immediately built to
small and had to be extended. Very small car parks. Insist part of the planning is to solve
this issue without private education.

•

The objectives should recognise that St Nicholas School is not used by the majority of the
Parish children while schools in adjacent areas educate almost all the children from the
Parish.

•

I question why St Nicks' needs to be included further. What about other larger employers?
BUPA and Redfields?
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5

Environment Objectives:
• Maintain the Parish conservation areas, listed buildings and their
settings.
• Protect the existing quality of landscape, encourage local biodiversity
and maintain existing green spaces.
• Establish more community woodland for sustainable use of resources.
• Protect identified agricultural land for food production, including
allotments.
• Minimise the risk of fluvial and surface water flooding

Feedback:
157
10
28

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Chart Title

1

0

50

100
comments

150
edits

fine

200

250

total

•

Considerable concern was expressed over flooding, especially in areas already prone to it.

•

Respondents were also keen to include protection of the canal and green spaces, no matter
how small.

•

It was also suggested the addition of: “and enhance” or “and improve” after the word
“maintain”.
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Sample Comments related to Environment Objectives
•

The risk of surface water flooding would have been helped greatly if the council had
stopped the building of Watery Lane, a well-known area for water problems. Isn't that why
it is called Watery Lane?

•

Generally agree, as these are much clearer, I have some questions about specific words
such as 'identified', and again for each one we would need to go down to the next level
and say how they would be measured.

•

a) Maintain and enhance ... b) ... improve and maintain existing ... e) ... and provide help
to those affected

•

Absolutely protect all green belt and landscapes.
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6

Local Economy Objectives:
•
•
•

Protect existing commercial premises from change of use where existing
businesses are of demonstrable benefit to the community
Encourage the availability of high speed broadband throughout the
Parish
Seek space for a ‘Business Hub’ to support home working

Feedback
165
2
22

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Local Economy Objectives

1

0

50

100
comments

edits

150
fine

200

total

•

Some respondents were unsure what a business hub was and therefore what benefit it would
bring to the community.

•

Respondents would like clarification on what is meant by “commercial” to ensure there is a
benefit to the local community.

•

It was also suggested that only businesses that support the local community in some way
should be protected and/or encouraged.
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Sample Comments related to Local Economy Objectives
•

Businesses should only be protected where they are largely staffed from the
Parish.

•

3.a) not sure how this can be achieved - beneficial or not, the bottom line is that
the business needs to be sustainable, because I assume we are not proposing to
provide subsidies?

•

Redfields and care home for employment and Business Park.

•

Surely we should encourage new businesses to bring employment into the parish
to cut down on the travelling

Appendices A-G to CVNP Consultation Statement

July 2019
Page 67 of 126

7

Transport & Movement Objectives:
•

•
•
•

Minimise the impact of heavy traffic movement through Crookham
Village, to preserve the character of The Street and the single file
Malthouse Bridge, by seeking to avoid new developments adding traffic
to a road that is already near capacity.
Encourage the use of public transport and support and encourage bus
service provision
Plan to avoid the use of narrow housing estate roads as ‘rat runs’.
Promote and maintain the current network of cycle paths, footways and
public footpaths.

Feedback:
139
15
42

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Transport and Movement Objectives

1

0

50

100
comments

150
edits

fine

200

250

total

•

Respondents had numerous suggestions related to roads and / or routes which needed
improving in some way.

•

Of these, Crondall Road was mentioned several times.

•

Many respondents also suggested the cycle lanes be increased and improved.

•

Respondents were also concerned that many of the village roads are already at capacity and
any increase in housing numbers would exacerbate current road issues.

•

There was some confusion as to whether “heavy traffic” referred to large vehicles or many
vehicles and clarity is sought.
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Sample Comments related to Transport and Movement
•

Roads can't take current traffic load. Need more cycle lanes. Need better support for travel
to station at peak times.

•

d) Extend network of cycle paths and footpaths (currently VERY patchy).

•

Traffic calming has to be logical and safe, unlike the Crondall road attempts.

•

We should do more than just protect & maintain existing cycle paths and public footpaths
but should look to increase and develop these public amenities. Where new cycle paths and
footpaths have been constructed in Fleet they have been widely used.

•

We think (a) should also mention Crondall Road, which is already unsuitable for the (1) the
peak road traffic it carries (2) pedestrians (3) traffic speeds. E.g. Brook Hill is theoretically too
narrow for two Ford Focus's to pass each other while being a hazard to pedestrians.

•

All new developments should provide adequate infrastructure without recourse to existing
roads.
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8

Health, Leisure & Wellbeing Objectives:

•

•

•

There is currently one dentist’s surgery, but no medical or
pharmaceutical facilities within the parish. Encourage any such
provision.
Continue to support the current Zebon Copse Centre community hall and
support additional facilities in the village, such as WI Hall and Social
Club.
Diversify leisure provision for the benefit of older children and adults.

Feedback
159
6
27

respondents marked the “I think it’s fine” option.
marked “I have some edits”
“I have some general comments”

Health Lesiure and Wellbeing Objectives

1

0

50

100
comments

150
edits

fine

200

250

total

•

Some respondents felt that a doctor’s surgery WAS needed, whist others were adamant that
there was no need for a surgery in the village, that there is adequate medical provision within
close proximity of Crookham Village and building a surgery or pharmacy would only
exacerbate other issues such as traffic.

•

Respondents would also like more done to encourage a “community” feel to the village with
recreation parks being built / improved and more use being made of community buildings.
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Sample Comments related Health Leisure and Well-being Objectives
•

b) The W I Hall is no longer fit for purpose and needs to be replaced with a decent building c)
There should be play equipment in the old village. We should protect our access to outdoor
leisure, wildlife and wilderness. The outdoor character and experience of the Parish should not
be downgraded into a SANG, park or dog toilet

•

Statement of a deficit is not an objective. "Encourage the provision of medical or pharmaceutical
facilities for the benefit of the local community." (a bit like the Education objective, we don't
want a big lab or something that is a pharma facility but isn't a local provision). Do we need
something about maintaining and improving leisure facilities for all ages, that would encompass
the provision of play spaces, as well as something like an outdoor meeting space / village square
/ seating / market place / public green etc. (I think we should make the crescent more accessible
rather than being hidden away behind trees, but also would be good to direct the road away
from it, if there was space, or to create a new village green (off the Street next to the access to
Grove Farm Workshops??).

•

Currently nothing about safety and security - it was my understanding that CVPC liaises on our
neighbourhood's behalf on such issues and I think this should be reflected. Also, could possibly
incorporate 'continue to support and encourage the establishment and development of a diverse
range of community groups and activities'.

•

Need more facilities in the village so would be great to promote use of social club and WI hall
more to increase a community feel.

•

You mentioned more inclusion with St Nicholas School in the educational objectives, should
supporting the Church Crookham village halls and New CC community centre be included in this
section.

•

Whilst I appreciate that there is currently no local doctors' surgery, I do not believe the answer
is to re-locate an existing surgery from Fleet along with its patients, as this would add to the
traffic and potential gridlock. If there is to be a doctors' surgery within the parish, it should be
a new one and only locals living in Crookham and Crookham Village should be encouraged to
use it, i.e. re-locate from their current Fleet practices.
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APPENDIX E

Sense of Place Survey Display Boards
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Sense of Place Survey Manual Response Form
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Sense of Place Survey Drop In Session Leaflet July 2016
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Sense of Place Survey Drop In Session Leaflet November 2016
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Sense of Place Survey Electronic Response Form
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Sense of Place Survey Response Analysis Report

Assessing the Importance of the Landscape and Sense of Place
1. Introduction
1.1.

This paper analyses the responses received from the consultation into the importance of
landscape and sense of place to the residents and businesses within Crookham Village Parish.
The consultation was designed as a series of consultation events to be held throughout the
second half of 2016, starting in July 2016 and finishing in November 2016. The objective of
the consultation was to obtain the views of the community into three specific aspects of
landscape and sense of place, namely local gaps, conservation areas and the use of open space
within the parish. The consultation was conducted as a series of drop-in sessions at parish
events throughout the summer and autumn. These drop-in sessions were supplemented by
an electronic consultation on the plan4crookham website using specialist proprietary survey
software.

1.2.

The consultation was initially launched at the annual Zebon Copse Fete on 3rd July 2016,
which is well attended by residents from across the parish. The consultation was conducted
by means of a display stand at the centre of the fete which was manned throughout the
afternoon.

1.3.

Specially commissioned A1 sized display boards were used to inform residents of the main
attributes of each of the survey topics. The boards were supplemented by a large pull up
banner showing a map of the parish, so that residents could work out which areas were
important to them and why. This banner proved to be invaluable in enabling residents to see
the interrelationship between the various areas of open space and ancient woodland, as well
as the boundaries of the three conservation areas within the parish.

1.4.

Residents were invited to submit their views either on specially designed free form response
forms or online using the electronic survey software. This created a great deal of interest and
discussion with many residents offering their views verbally and 44 formal written responses
were received at this event.

1.5.

While the second outing of the display stand at the annual Dogmersfield, Winchfield and
Crookham Village Horticultural Show on 23rd July proved to be less successful (10 responses),
the third drop in session at the Social Club in Crookham Village was the best attended session.
This session was attended by over 100 residents from all areas of the parish who showed great
interest in the topic areas and 87 responses were completed at the event. Several took the
response forms home with them for later completion and then dropped them off at the Village
shop/Post Office.

1.6.

A fourth and final drop in session was held on 5th November at the Zebon Community Centre.
This was again was well attended by local residents and a further 25 paper response forms
completed. The electronic survey ran throughout the period and a total of 37 responses were
received. For the purposes of the analysis, all forms have been merged irrespective of their
source. Figure 1 below shows the breakdown of the responses from all sources to this
consultation. Analysis of the post codes gathered with the response forms showed that each
session was attended by residents from all three of the main settlements within the parish.

1.7.

Table 1 below shows the responses for each of the consultation sessions:
Date

Event / Location

Number of
Responses

3rd July 2016

Zebon Copse Fete

44

23rd July 2016

Horticultural Show

10
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26th July 2016
5th November 2016
Summer-Autumn 2016
July 2016

Social Club

87

Zebon Community Centre

25

Online survey

37
5

Village Shop

Total

208

Table 1: Landscape and Sense of Place Consultation 2016 Responses by Event

Number of Responses
18%

2%

21%
5%

12%
42%

Zebon Copse Fete
Horticultural Show
Social Club
Zebon Community Centre
Online Survey
Village Shop

In total, this consultation resulted in 208 formal responses.
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2.

Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Local Gaps
2.1.

2.2.

Three questions were asked in relation to local gaps:
•

Are local gaps important to you?

•

Which settlements do you think need to keep a separate identity?

•

Please give further details about the reasons for your answer.
Table 2 below shows the number and percentage of responses in favour of and against
local gaps. As shown in table 2 below, over 95% of residents felt that local gaps are
important. One resident did not see local gaps as being important, while a second
resident felt that the diminution of the local gap to the north of the Old Village made it of
little benefit and so was not sure how important local gaps now are.

Response

Response meaning

Number
of
Responses

Percentage

198

95.2%

Yes

Local Gaps are important

No

Local gaps are not important

1

0.5%

I'm not sure whether Local Gaps are important

1

0.5%

No response provided

8

3.8%

208

100%

I'm not sure
Blank

Total
Table 2: Landscape Consultation 2016 – Local Gaps

Importance of Crookham Village Local Gaps
Local Gaps are important

4%
0%
1%

95%

Local gaps are not
important
I'm not sure whether
Local Gaps are important
No response provided

2.3.

Several residents did not answer the question of whether they supported local gaps or
not, preferring to give a more general response. In most cases, it could be inferred from
their answer that they regarded the continued existence of the local gap in Crookham
Village Parish to be important. Despite this, these respondents have been excluded from
the percentage of responses in support of the local gap and identified separately.

2.4.

When asked to indicate on the map provided which settlements need to preserve a
separate identify, all respondents who replied to this section indicated the cross hatched
area of the current local gap as being in need of preservation.

2.5.

Table 3 below provides a breakdown of the reasons given by respondents as to why they
regard Local Gaps as being important:

Analysis of responses on Local gaps

Number
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General support for Local Gaps

74

35.6%

Preservation of separate identity

54

26.0%

Preservation of separate identity and ecological value

9

4.3%

Preservation of separate identity and prevention of urban sprawl

4

1.9%

Importance to wildlife and the ecological value of Local Gaps

14

6.7%

Ecological and recreational value of Local Gaps

2

1.0%

Prevention of urban sprawl and the coalescence of settlements

19

9.1%

Recreational value of Local Gaps

1

0.5%

Specific developments in the Local Gap or loss of Local Gap

3

1.4%

No comment was provided for this question

28

13.5%

Total

208

100%

Table 3: Landscape Consultation 2016 – Analysis of Responses Local Gaps

Categorisation of Responses for Crookham Village Local Gap
General support for Local Gaps

1%
1%
9%
1%
7%
2%
4%

Preservation of separate identity

13%
36%

Preservation of separate identity and
ecological value
Preservation of separate identity and
prevention of urban sprawl
Importance to wildlife and the
ecological value of Local Gaps

26%

Ecological and recreational value of
Local Gaps
Prevention of urban sprawl and the
coalescence of settlements

2.6.

74 responses (36%) of residents regarded the local gap as being very important but did not
give any specific reasons for this. Many respondents in this category identified Crookham
Village and Dogmersfield as being areas which needed to preserve their separate identities
but did not provide any reasons for this.

2.7.

Several residents made comments about increasing traffic from inappropriate
development which although unrelated to this topic, did indicate their support for local
gaps. These have been included in this category.

2.8.

89 respondents (45%) regarded the need to preserve the separate identity of individual
settlements as the primary reason they regarded local gaps as being important. Several of
those responding also provided secondary reasons for supporting local gaps including
prevention of coalescence and urban sprawl. A small proportion also recognised the
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contribution of the land within the local gaps in Crookham Village Parish to the setting of
the Old Village; as a habitat for wildlife and as a recreational asset.
2.9.

Responses showed that most residents and businesses saw the current Local Gap, which
wraps around Crookham Village to the north and south, as being essential to the
preservation of the Old Village as a separately identifiable settlement. Many residents also
commented that they saw it as imperative that development should not have a
detrimental impact on conservation areas, listed buildings and the important views valued
by the community.

2.10. 17 responses (8%) cited the recreational and wildlife value of these areas as being the
reason they regarded them as important. Many of these respondents also cited the
important views both into and out of the local gap as being much valued.
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3.

Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Conservation Areas
3.1.

3.2.

Three questions were asked in relation to conservation areas:
•

Do you think conservation areas are important?

•

Which areas do you think need protection?

•

Please give further details about the reasons for your answer.
Table 4 below shows the number and percentage of responses in favour of and against
conservation areas. 85% of residents felt that conservation areas were important, while
none of the respondents felt that they were not important. Three respondents were not
sure how important they were and 29 respondents did not answer this question.

Response

Response meaning

Number
of
Responses

Percentage

176

84.6%

Yes

Conservation Areas are important

No

Conservation Areas are not important

0

0.0%

I'm not sure whether Conservation Areas are
important

3

1.4%

No response provided

29

13.9%

Total

208

86%

Not sure
Blank

Table 4: Responses re importance of Conservation Areas

Importance of Conservation Areas
Conservation Areas are
important

14%
1%
0%

Conservation Areas are
not important

85%

I'm not sure whether
Conservation Areas are
important
No response provided

3.3.

29 residents (14%) did not answer the question of whether they supported conservation
areas or not, preferring to provide a more general response. In most cases, it could be
inferred from their answers to other questions on this topic that they regarded
conservation areas as being important. Despite this, these respondents have been
excluded from the percentage of responses in support of conservation areas and identified
separately.

3.4.

Table 5 below provides a breakdown of the reasons provided by respondents as to why
they regard conservation areas as being important:

Response meaning
All Conservation Areas are important

Number
of
Responses

Percentage

34

16.35%
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Basingstoke Canal conservation area

26

12.50%

Crookham Village Conservation Area

34

16.35%

22

10.58%

2

0.96%

All wildlife areas and habitats are important

24

11.54%

No specific areas indicated

66

31.73%

Total

208

68%

Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village Conservation
Areas
Basingstoke Canal, Crookham Village and
Dogmersfield Conservation Areas

Table 5: Responses showing which Conservation Areas are important

Number of Responses
All Conservation Areas are important
Basingstoke Canal conservation area

16%

32%

Crookham Village Conservation Area

12%
12%

1% 11%

Basingstoke Canal and Crookham
Village Conservation Areas

16%

Basingstoke Canal, Crookham Village
and Dogmersfield Conservation Areas
All wildlife areas and habitats are
important
No specific areas indicated

3.5.

While the overall support for conservation areas was 85%, 66 respondents (32%) did not
identify any specific conservation areas as being important to them and a further 16%
indicated that all conservation areas were important.

3.6.

12% of respondents regarded the question as applying to the conservation of nature and
indicated that all areas with wildlife and natural habitats were important to them. These
comments will be used to support the natural environment and biodiversity policies.

3.7.

Of the remainder of the responses, 84 (40%) respondents identified one or more specific
conservation areas that are important to them. Crookham Village was mentioned by 58
respondents (28%), frequently in relation to the importance of the Cross Farm and Grove
Farm green areas which form part of the setting of this conservation area. The
Basingstoke Canal was almost as popular, being mentioned by 50 respondents (24%).
Almost all of these comments related to the appreciation of the natural environment and
wildlife lying within the Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area.

3.8.

Table 6 below provides a breakdown of the reasons provided by respondents as to why
they regard conservation areas as being important:

Analysis of comments on conservation Areas

Number of
Responses

Appendices A-G to CVNP Consultation Statement

Percentage

July 2019
Page 91 of 126

General support for conservation areas

117

56.3%

Concern for preservation of historic environment

44

21.2%

Concern for preservation of green environment

42

20.2%

Not relevant to survey topic

2

1.0%

No comment provided

3

1.4%

208

100%

Total
Table 6: analysis of support for Conservation Areas

Analysis of Conservation Area comments

20%
21%

General support for
conservation areas

1%
2%

Concern for preservation of
historic environment

56%

Concern for preservation of
green environment
Not relevant to survey
topic
No comment provided

3.9.

117 responses (56%) of residents regarded conservation areas as being very important but
did not provide specific reasons for this. Many respondents in this category identified the
Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village conservation areas as most in need of protection
with a very much smaller number identifying the Dogmersfield conservation area as being
important to them.

3.10. 42 respondents (20%) regarded conservation areas as relating to the natural environment
and not to historic assets. Despite this, many of their comments related to the importance
of the setting of the Crookham Village conservation area and the need to protect this. The
Cross Farm and Grove Farm areas were particularly identified as being in need of
protection from inappropriate development which did not respect either the footpaths
that traverse these areas or the adjacent buildings.
3.11. These two areas in particular were seen as an important over wintering habitat for several
species of red listed ground nesting birds as well as for recreational purposes and dog
walking. While these comments are not strictly relevant to the topic of conservation
areas, they have been included as they provide an important source of supporting
evidence for the policies designed to preserve and enhance the natural environment in
the parish.
3.12. The views into and out from both the Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village
conservation areas were also identified by several respondents as being very important
and in need of protection. Respondents commented on their importance to the setting of
the historic properties as well as the sense of wellbeing they had from being able to
appreciate them without disturbance. This was considered to be of particular importance
in relation to the Basingstoke Canal conservation area.
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3.13. 44 residents (21%) regarded the conservation areas as being important for the
preservation of both the historic assets in the parish and their setting. Many residents
commented on the importance of preserving the linear nature of the Old Village both
along The Street as well as Crondall Road. Similarly, the need to prevent back land
development also featured in many responses. The wide variety of historic properties
from different period of history throughout the parish was recognised by many
respondents and most agreed that it was important to keep the eclectic style of the Old
Village. The GHQ line was also mentioned by several respondents as being in need of
protection as was the impact on the historic properties of increasing levels of traffic.
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4.

Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Green Space
4.1.

4.2.

Three questions were asked in relation to green space:
•

Can you point out local green spaces that are special to you?

•

What makes them special?

•

Please give further details about the reasons for your answer.
Table 7 below shows the breakdown of the comments made by respondents in relation to
the importance of green spaces within the parish. 49 respondents (24%) did not respond
to these questions. Of the other 76% of respondents, a number of areas were identified
as being of great importance to the community.
Number
of
Responses

Percentage

General support for areas of green space

56

26.9%

Support for Crookham Village Crescent

2

1.0%

Support for the land in the Crookham Village Local Gap

36

17.3%

Support for the Basingstoke Canal

1

0.5%

Support for Zebon Copse open space

33

15.9%

Support for the Basingstoke Canal and land in CV Local Gap

5

2.4%

Support for the land in the Crookham Village Local Gap and Zebon Copse open
space

12

5.8%

Support for Zebon Copse open space and Basingstoke Canal

5

2.4%

Support for land in Crookham Village Local Gap, Basingstoke Canal and Zebon
Copse open space

6

2.9%

Support for Crookham Village Crescent and Hillyburrow

1

0.5%

No specific comment provided

49

23.6%

Comments not relevant to topics covered by survey

2

1.0%

208

100%

Importance of Green and open space to Community

Total
Table 7: analysis of support for Green and Open Space

4.3.

The Crescent in Crookham Village was recognised as being important as both a historic
gathering area as well as an important play area for local children.

4.4.

Despite being largely urban in nature, the character areas of Zebon Copse and
Netherhouse Moor both have significant tracts of green space within their boundaries.
These act both as important wildlife corridors as well as informal recreational space for
children and adults alike. Comments from 25% of residents reflect the fact that this green
space is much prized and contributes greatly to the sense of wellbeing and enjoyment of
life.
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Analysis of Responses to Questions about Green Space
General support for areas of green
space
Support for Crookham Village
Crescent
Support for the land in the Crookham
Village Local Gap
Support for the Basingstoke Canal

1%
24%

Support for Zebon Copse open space

27%

0%
3%
2%
6%
2%

Support for the Basingstoke Canal
and land in CV Local Gap

1%

Support for the land in the Crookham
Village Local Gap and Zebon Copse
open space

17%
16%

1%

Support for Zebon Copse open space
and Basingstoke Canal
Support for land in Crookham Village
Local Gap, Basingstoke Canal and
Zebon Copse open space
Support for Crookham Village
Crescent and Hillyburrow
No specific comment provided

Comments not relevant to topics
covered by survey

4.5.

32% of residents commented on the importance to them of the land within the local gap
separating Crookham Village from the adjacent settlements of Fleet, Church Crookham
and Dogmersfield.

4.6.

Almost all residents mentioned the Basingstoke Canal in their answer. This reflects the
result of the parish survey undertaken in 2010 where this was considered to be the
greatest asset to the parish.

4.7.

Table 8 below provides a breakdown of the various uses to which the green spaces in the
parish are put by residents and therefore the importance of these spaces to the quality of
life of residents.

Category

Number
of
Responses

Percentage
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Recreation

77

37.0%

Wellbeing

27

13.0%

Wildlife

36

17.3%

Views

4

1.9%

Conservation Area Setting

4

1.9%

Not relevant to topic

2

1.0%

No comment

58

27.9%

Total

208

100%

Table 8: Analysis of Community Use of Green and Open Space

Number of Responses
Recreation

28%

37%

1%
2%
2%

Wellbeing
Wildlife
Views

17%

13%

Conservation Area Setting
Not relevant to topic
No comment

4.8.

Recreation was the most common use cited by 37% of respondents. This recreation takes
many forms from dog walking to bird watching, walking for pleasure and family picnics.

4.9.

Whilst the rural areas of the parish are mainly used for recreation, 13% of residents
reported on the sense of wellbeing that was afforded by the proximity of open countryside
as well as its peace and tranquility. This aspect of the parish appears to be valued more
than any other.

4.10. Residents of Zebon Copse and Netherhouse Moor showed the strongest support for the
green space within their respective developments, at 100% of respondents from those
areas. This open space is greatly valued for dog walking and general recreation.
4.11. Along with the support for the green space in the parish, was a tremendous pride in the
wildlife that not only exists in the rural areas surrounding the three settlements but also
within the settlements themselves. Many residents were able to report wildlife sightings
near to their homes – badgers on Zebon Copse and over wintering birds in Crookham
Village and Netherhouse Moor.
4.12. 2% of residents commented specifically on the importance of the green space in the
parish on the setting of the conservation areas but did make any other comment on the
importance of the green space in the parish to them. A further 2% did not comment on
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any other aspect of green space other than the importance of the views from the high
points of Hillyburrow, Cross Farm Ridge and The Tump on Grove Farm. While many other
respondents, particularly those commenting on the importance of the land within the
Crookham Village gap, included these aspects within their other comments, almost all saw
the preservation of the setting of the conservation area and the views into and out from it
as being crucial for preservation.
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5. Summary of Issues Raised
5.1. A summary of the main areas raised in comments by residents is given in the table below:
LOCAL GAPS
WHY LOCAL GAPS ARE IMPORTANT
Preserve the identity, history and character of individual settlements
Preserve semi-rural life and prevent urbanisation
Preserve communities
Preserve villages
Help protect wildlife and flora and fauna
Prevent increase in traffic due to inappropriate development
Support and help protect the environment
CONSERVATION AREAS
WHAT PEOPLE FEEL NEEDS PROTECTING
Protect the conservation areas
Maintain character of Old Village
Maintain linear nature of Old Village
Protect and maintain important views
Protect the Basingstoke Canal
Protect heritage buildings
Protect flora and fauna
Protect wildlife
Protect wildlife’s habitat
GREEN SPACES
WHAT MAKES GREEN SPACES SPECIAL
Support health and well-being: ‘a green lung’
Safe for leisure pursuits for the whole community
Provide habitats for wildlife
Essential for biodiversity
Support dog walking
Maintain a natural countryside for future generations
Footpaths and green spaces help make this area one of the best places to live in the UK
Play an important role in maintaining a semi-rural status for the parish
Help provide soak-away areas after heavy rainfall and protect areas from flooding
Table 9: Summary of Comments by Topic Area

5.2. The consultation revealed some very firm conclusions:
•

95% of respondents regarded the preservation of the current local gap around
Crookham Village as being essential for the preservation of the identity and character
of the Old Village.

•

85% of respondents greatly valued the conservation areas within the parish, in
particular the Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village conservation areas. It was seen
as being important that both the historic properties and their setting were protected
from inappropriate development.

•

Residents greatly valued the open green spaces in their respective character areas and
wanted to protect them from development. These are seen as integral to the way of
life of residents and essential for their wellbeing and recreation.
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5.3. The consultation also revealed that residents regarded the natural environment, both
surrounding the settlement areas and within those areas, extremely highly. Responses
show that the natural environment of the parish is greatly valued for its abundance and
variety of wildlife, while offering many opportunities for recreation including walking and
cycling. Overall, the natural environment is seen as being a major contributor to the overall
sense of wellbeing expressed by residents across all areas of the parish.
5.4. The views across the parish were also seen as integral to the character and setting of the
parish with views across the high areas of the Cross Farm Ridge, from Hillyburrow and from
the Tump being seen as the most important. All three areas lie within the existing local gap
and residents were very concerned that any potential development would inevitably
threaten or compromise these views.
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Some direct quotes from members of our community:
Re local gaps:
“To preserve its identity Crookham village should not lose the very important local strategic gap
between the village and Fleet as it provides access to open grassland and woods which currently are
enjoyed for quiet leisure and enjoyment.”
“Local gaps are important and should be kept. There is far too much build-up of new developments
in the close vicinity to the present local gaps with potential to diminish the character of Netherhouse
Moor.”
“Either side of the Basingstoke Canal must be preserved in its natural state and must be protected.”
“Settlement boundaries need to be maintained so that the villages are not sucked into the urban
sprawl of Fleet, which used to be a quiet town, but now has degenerated into motorcar madness.
Pastoral scenes are fast disappearing but the fields at the rear of The Street must be preserved. We
are so lucky that one can see cattle, deer, larks and red kites all at the same time. Visitors to the area
are amazed. This site, together with Nether house Moor, must be allowed to remain untouched.”
“The local gaps are important because you can enjoy the countryside without having to use a car and
lots of land has already been built on in our area. Also it is important to have space and green areas
where there is fresh air and wildlife. (14 year-old)”
“We have recently moved onto The Street (2015) and one of the main appeals of living here was the
access to green space and open countryside. We have 3 children under 5 years and we use the public
footpaths everyday walking our dogs. We visit the park on Netherhouse Moor via the corn fields
accessed behind the WI hut. The walk to that park not only means we all get fit but it also means that
all my children have contact with nature and they genuinely learn something new each time we walk.
My 4 year-old son even said to me, “I love walking near our house mummy” – and that, to me and
many others, is priceless. The canal is equally as valuable to us for the same reasons. Taking these
green and open spaces away would be devastating for us, especially the children who thrive in this
beautiful location.”
“[Local gaps are] extremely important! Enables villages to maintain their identities which have been
in place for hundreds of years and prevents one village simply merging into another or part of Fleet
town. Crookham Village and Dogmersfield should certainly keep their own identity.”
“Gaps are very important to maintain the village atmosphere of Crookham Village.”
“Local gaps – essential to prevent coalescence of urban areas with the old settlement of Crookham
Village.”
“Extremely important for the well-being of local people providing an identity for local communities,
also providing an ecological boundary between communities. Crookham Village will no longer be a
village if it is built around! The access to green fields, trees, wildlife is vitally important to all
members of the public. Once these areas are built on they will never be replaced and providing a
‘Country Park’ is a poor excuse for the beautiful countryside that has been built on.”
“Village life (rather than urban/in town) is a way of life and coveted. It needs preserving rather than
rounding up/filling in.”
“Whilst development is inevitable (and required) it needs to be mindful of the existing residents and
consider what will be lost forever if it is permitted.”
“If this expansion continues Fleet, Church Crookham and Crookham Village will merge and become
yet another faceless commuter dormitory town.”
“Local gaps very important to preserve our semi-rural life.
Infill is not an area development plan – no schools, surgeries, road upgrades.”
Appendices A-G to CVNP Consultation Statement

July 2019
Page 100 of 126

“It’s vital to maintain the individual identity and character of the [settlements]. The proposed
developments will simply swallow them as ‘suburbs’ of Fleet.”
“Crucial to retain local gap to keep CV Parish distinct from the Fleet urban area.”
“Already Crookham Village and Dogmersfield are being used as ‘rat runs’ to M3/Farnham/Odiham.
The roads are not big enough to support this!”
Re conservation areas:
“Conservation areas – essential to protect heritage buildings and flora and fauna from being
inappropriately developed.”
“Ecology very important for our humanity – so conservation areas needed – don’t build over –
problems flooding, diversity etc.”
“The character of the old village should be retained by maintaining the conservation area.”
Re green spaces:
“It’s important to have green spaces to enjoy on a leisurely basis – countryside is an invaluable
healing tool for both young and old to go on mushroom forays, spotting wildlife and getting exercise.
Please don’t let us lose all our green space. Whilst we need more housing, please don’t clog up the
countryside with high volumes of traffic and noise. Let’s keep some of the countryside alone.”
“The spaces noted ‘x’ overleaf [i.e. Cross Farm and Grove Farm areas] are most important green
spaces for recreation, walking etc. not for building! We are lucky to have these biodiversity spaces
and [this] should remain so! How about using the many empty properties in the area for
redevelopment/change of role/usage etc..”
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APPENDIX F - Regulation 14 Consultation

Letter to Consultees, January 2019
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List of Emails sent to statutory consultees
katie.bailey@hart.gov.uk
planningconsultations@hants.gov.uk
louise.piper@rushmoor.gov.uk
deputyclerk@churchcrookham.org.uk
clerk@crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk
clerk@dogmersfieldparish.co.uk
clerk@fleettowncouncil.org.uk
winchfieldparishclerk@outlook.com
james.rowley@hca.gsi.gov.uk
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
planning-wallingford@environmentagency.gov.uk
planning-wallingford@environmentagency.gov.uk
martin.small@historicengland.org.uk
patrick.blake@highwaysengland.co.uk
neil.andrew@highways.gsi.gov.uk
dave.everest@adept-telecom.co.uk
nhccg.enquiries@nhs.net
aldershot.site.surveys@sgn.co.uk
info@hartvolaction.org.uk
south.east@nfu.org.uk
south.east@nfu.org.uk,

ldfconsultation@hants.gov.uk
plan@rushmoor.gov.uk
clerk@churchcrookham.org.uk
clerk@crondall-pc.gov.uk
admin@crookhamvillage.org.uk
gnbeaven@aol.com
clerk@fleet-tc.gov.uk
mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk
marc.turner@naturalengland.org.uk
clerk@ewshotpc.com
clerk@rotherwick.com
g.trippner@nhs.net
southeast@historicengland.org.uk
nawal.atiq@highways.gsi.gov.uk
enq@waldontelecom.com
nehccg.public@nhs.net
annephillips@nhs.net
thameswaterplanningpolicy@savills.com
hughsheppard@btinternet.com
tandkcary@gmail.com
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Manual response form
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Consultation Notification Leaflet
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Regulation 14 Drop in Session Notification Poster 16 February 2019
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Regulation 14 Drop in Session Notification Poster 11 March 2019
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Consultation Drop-In Presentation
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Crookham Village Neighbourhood Plan Policies Summary
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Additional Regulation 14 Consultation Leaflet For Flooding Policy
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APPENDIX H – Analysis of Responses to Regulation 14 Consultation

This Appendix has been included as a separate document.
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