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APPENDIX H  
ASSESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LANDSCAPE AND SENSE OF PLACE 
1. Introduction 

1.1. This paper analyses the responses received from the consultation into the 

importance of landscape and sense of place to the residents and businesses within 

Crookham Village Parish.  The consultation was designed as a series of consultation 

events to be held throughout the second half of 2016, starting in July 2016 and 

finishing in November 2016.  The objective of the consultation was to obtain the 

views of the community into three specific aspects of landscape and sense of place, 

namely local gaps, conservation areas and the use of open space within the parish.  

The consultation was conducted as a series of drop-in sessions at parish events 

throughout the summer and autumn.  These drop-in sessions were supplemented 

by an electronic consultation on the plan4crookham website using specialist 

proprietary survey software.   

1.2. The consultation was initially launched at the annual Zebon Copse Fete on 3rd July 

2016, which is well attended by residents from across the parish.  The consultation 

was conducted by means of a display stand at the centre of the fete which was 

manned throughout the afternoon.   

1.3. Specially commissioned A1 sized display boards were used to inform residents of 

the main attributes of each of the survey topics.  The boards were supplemented 

by a large pull up banner showing a map of the parish, so that residents could work 

out which areas were important to them and why.  This banner proved to be 

invaluable in enabling residents to see the interrelationship between the various 

areas of open space and ancient woodland, as well as the boundaries of the three 

conservation areas within the parish.   

1.4. Residents were invited to submit their views either on specially designed free form 

response forms or online using the electronic survey software.  This created a great 

deal of interest and discussion with many residents offering their views verbally and 

44 formal written responses were received at this event.   

1.5. While the second outing of the display stand at the annual Dogmersfield, 

Winchfield and Crookham Village Horticultural Show on 23rd July proved to be less 

successful (10 responses), the third drop in session at the Social Club in Crookham 

Village was the best attended session.  This session was attended by over 100 

residents from all areas of the parish who showed great interest in the topic areas 

and 87 responses were completed at the event.  Several took the response forms 
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home with them for later completion and then dropped them off at the Village 

shop/Post Office.   

1.6. A fourth and final drop in session was held on 5th November at the Zebon 

Community Centre.   This was again was well attended by local residents and a 

further 25 paper response forms completed.  The electronic survey ran throughout 

the period and a total of 37 responses were received.  For the purposes of the 

analysis, all forms have been merged irrespective of their source. Figure 1 below 

shows the breakdown of the responses from all sources to this consultation.  

Analysis of the post codes gathered with the response forms showed that each 

session was attended by residents from all three of the main settlements within the 

parish. 

1.7. Table 1 below shows the responses for each of the consultation sessions:  

Date Event / Location 
Number of 
Responses 

 3rd July 2016 Zebon Copse Fete 44 

 23rd July 2016 Horticultural Show 10 

 26th July 2016 Social Club 87 

5th November 2016 Zebon Community Centre 25 

Summer-Autumn 2016 Online survey 37 

July 2016 Village Shop 5 

Total   208 

Table 1: Landscape and Sense of Place Consultation 2016 Responses by Event 

 
 

In total, this consultation resulted in 208 formal responses.   
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2. Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Local Gaps 

2.1. Three questions were asked in relation to local gaps: 

 Are local gaps important to you? 

 Which settlements do you think need to keep a separate identity? 

 Please give further details about the reasons for your answer.  

2.2. Table 2 below shows the number and percentage of responses in favour of and 

against local gaps.  As shown in table 2 below, over 95% of residents felt that 

local gaps are important.  One resident did not see local gaps as being 

important, while a second resident felt that the diminution of the local gap to 

the north of the Old Village made it of little benefit and so was not sure how 

important local gaps now are. 

Response Response meaning 
Number 

of 
Responses 

Percentage 

Yes Local Gaps are important 198 95.2% 

No Local gaps are not important 1 0.5% 

I'm not sure I'm not sure whether Local Gaps are important 1 0.5% 

Blank No response provided 8 3.8% 

  Total 208 100% 

Table 2: Landscape Consultation 2016 – Local Gaps 

 
2.3. Several residents did not answer the question of whether they supported local 

gaps or not, preferring to give a more general response.  In most cases, it could 

be inferred from their answer that they regarded the continued existence of 

the local gap in Crookham Village Parish to be important.  Despite this, these 

respondents have been excluded from the percentage of responses in support 

of the local gap and identified separately.  

95%

1%0%4%

Importance of Crookham Village Local Gaps

Local Gaps are important

Local gaps are not
important

I'm not sure whether
Local Gaps are important

No response provided



Appendix H 
 

Appendix E - H to Crookham Village Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan July 2020 
 

Page 228 of 242 

2.4. When asked to indicate on the map provided which settlements need to 

preserve a separate identify, all respondents who replied to this section 

indicated the cross hatched area of the current local gap as being in need of 

preservation. 

2.5. Table 3 below provides a breakdown of the reasons given by respondents as to 

why they regard Local Gaps as being important: 

Analysis of responses on Local gaps Number Percentage 

General support for Local Gaps  74 35.6% 

Preservation of separate identity  54 26.0% 

Preservation of separate identity and ecological value 9 4.3% 

Preservation of separate identity and prevention of urban sprawl 4 1.9% 

Importance to wildlife and the ecological value of Local Gaps 14 6.7% 

Ecological and recreational value of Local Gaps 2 1.0% 

Prevention of urban sprawl and the coalescence of settlements 19 9.1% 

Recreational value of Local Gaps 1 0.5% 

Specific developments in the Local Gap or loss of Local Gap 3 1.4% 

No comment was provided for this question 28 13.5% 

Total 208 100% 

Table 3: Landscape Consultation 2016 – Analysis of Responses Local Gaps 
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2.6. 74 responses (36%) of residents regarded the local gap as being very important 

but did not give any specific reasons for this.   Many respondents in this 

category identified Crookham Village and Dogmersfield as being areas which 

needed to preserve their separate identities but did not provide any reasons for 

this.   

2.7. Several residents made comments about increasing traffic from inappropriate 

development which although unrelated to this topic, did indicate their support 

for local gaps.  These have been included in this category. 

2.8. 89 respondents (45%) regarded the need to preserve the separate identity of 

individual settlements as the primary reason they regarded local gaps as being 

important.  Several of those responding also provided secondary reasons for 

supporting local gaps including prevention of coalescence and urban sprawl.  A 

small proportion also recognised the contribution of the land within the local 

gaps in Crookham Village Parish to the setting of the Old Village; as a habitat for 

wildlife and as a recreational asset. 

2.9. Responses showed that most residents and businesses saw the current Local 

Gap, which wraps around Crookham Village to the north and south, as being 

essential to the preservation of the Old Village as a separately identifiable 

settlement.  Many residents also commented that they saw it as imperative 

that development should not have a detrimental impact on conservation areas, 

listed buildings and the important views valued by the community. 
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2.10. 17 responses (8%) cited the recreational and wildlife value of these areas as 

being the reason they regarded them as important.  Many of these respondents 

also cited the important views both into and out of the local gap as being much 

valued. 
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3. Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Conservation Areas 

3.1. Three questions were asked in relation to conservation areas: 

 Do you think conservation areas are important? 

 Which areas do you think need protection? 

 Please give further details about the reasons for your answer.  

3.2. Table 4 below shows the number and percentage of responses in favour of and 

against conservation areas.  85% of residents felt that conservation areas were 

important, while none of the respondents felt that they were not important.  

Three respondents were not sure how important they were and 29 

respondents did not answer this question. 

Response Response meaning 
Number 

of 
Responses 

Percentage 

Yes Conservation Areas are important 176 84.6% 

No Conservation Areas are not important 0 0.0% 

Not sure 
I'm not sure whether Conservation Areas are 
important 

3 1.4% 

Blank No response provided 29 13.9% 

  Total 208 86% 

Table 4: Responses re importance of Conservation Areas 

 
3.3. 29 residents (14%) did not answer the question of whether they supported 

conservation areas or not, preferring to provide a more general response.  In 

most cases, it could be inferred from their answers to other questions on this 

topic that they regarded conservation areas as being important.  Despite this, 

these respondents have been excluded from the percentage of responses in 

support of conservation areas and identified separately.  
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3.4. Table 5 below provides a breakdown of the reasons provided by respondents as 

to why they regard conservation areas as being important: 

Response meaning 
Number 

of 
Responses 

Percentage 

All Conservation Areas are important 34 16.35% 

Basingstoke Canal conservation area 26 12.50% 

Crookham Village Conservation Area 34 16.35% 

Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village Conservation 
Areas 

22 10.58% 

Basingstoke Canal, Crookham Village and 
Dogmersfield Conservation Areas 

2 0.96% 

All wildlife areas and habitats are important 24 11.54% 

No specific areas indicated 66 31.73% 

Total 208 68% 

Table 5: Responses showing which Conservation Areas are important 

 
3.5. While the overall support for conservation areas was 85%, 66 respondents 

(32%) did not identify any specific conservation areas as being important to 

them and a further 16% indicated that all conservation areas were important.   

3.6. 12% of respondents regarded the question as applying to the conservation of 

nature and indicated that all areas with wildlife and natural habitats were 

16%

12%

16%

11%1%
12%

32%

Number of Responses

All Conservation Areas are important

Basingstoke Canal conservation area

Crookham Village Conservation Area

Basingstoke Canal and Crookham
Village Conservation Areas

Basingstoke Canal, Crookham Village
and Dogmersfield Conservation Areas

All wildlife areas and habitats are
important

No specific areas indicated



Appendix H 
 

Appendix E - H to Crookham Village Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan July 2020 
 

Page 233 of 242 

important to them.  These comments will be used to support the natural 

environment and biodiversity policies. 

3.7. Of the remainder of the responses, 84 (40%) respondents identified one or 

more specific conservation areas that are important to them.  Crookham Village 

was mentioned by 58 respondents (28%), frequently in relation to the 

importance of the Cross Farm and Grove Farm green areas which form part of 

the setting of this conservation area.  The Basingstoke Canal was almost as 

popular, being mentioned by 50 respondents (24%).  Almost all of these 

comments related to the appreciation of the natural environment and wildlife 

lying within the Basingstoke Canal Conservation Area. 

3.8. Table 6 below provides a breakdown of the reasons provided by respondents as 

to why they regard conservation areas as being important: 

Analysis of comments on conservation Areas 
Number of 
Responses 

Percentage 

General support for conservation areas 117 56.3% 

Concern for preservation of historic environment 44 21.2% 

Concern for preservation of green environment 42 20.2% 

Not relevant to survey topic 2 1.0% 

No comment provided 3 1.4% 

Total 208 100% 

Table 6: analysis of support for Conservation Areas 

 
 

3.9. 117 responses (56%) of residents regarded conservation areas as being very 

important but did not provide specific reasons for this.   Many respondents in 
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this category identified the Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village 

conservation areas as most in need of protection with a very much smaller 

number identifying the Dogmersfield conservation area as being important to 

them.    

3.10. 42 respondents (20%) regarded conservation areas as relating to the natural 

environment and not to historic assets.  Despite this, many of their comments 

related to the importance of the setting of the Crookham Village conservation 

area and the need to protect this.  The Cross Farm and Grove Farm areas were 

particularly identified as being in need of protection from inappropriate 

development which did not respect either the footpaths that traverse these 

areas or the adjacent buildings.    

3.11. These two areas in particular were seen as an important over wintering habitat 

for several species of red listed ground nesting birds as well as for recreational 

purposes and dog walking.  While these comments are not strictly relevant to 

the topic of conservation areas, they have been included as they provide an 

important source of supporting evidence for the policies designed to preserve 

and enhance the natural environment in the parish. 

3.12. The views into and out from both the Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village 

conservation areas were also identified by several respondents as being very 

important and in need of protection.  Respondents commented on their 

importance to the setting of the historic properties as well as the sense of 

wellbeing they had from being able to appreciate them without disturbance.  

This was considered to be of particular importance in relation to the 

Basingstoke Canal conservation area.   

3.13. 44 residents (21%) regarded the conservation areas as being important for the 

preservation of both the historic assets in the parish and their setting.  Many 

residents commented on the importance of preserving the linear nature of the 

Old Village both along The Street as well as Crondall Road. Similarly, the need to 

prevent back land development also featured in many responses.  The wide 

variety of historic properties from different period of history throughout the 

parish was recognised by many respondents and most agreed that it was 

important to keep the eclectic style of the Old Village.  The GHQ line was also 

mentioned by several respondents as being in need of protection as was the 

impact on the historic properties of increasing levels of traffic.   
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4. Detailed Analysis of Responses to Questions relating to Green Space 

4.1. Three questions were asked in relation to green space: 

 Can you point out local green spaces that are special to you? 

 What makes them special? 

 Please give further details about the reasons for your answer. 

4.2. Table 7 below shows the breakdown of the comments made by respondents in 

relation to the importance of green spaces within the parish.  49 respondents 

(24%) did not respond to these questions.  Of the other 76% of respondents, a 

number of areas were identified as being of great importance to the 

community. 

Importance of Green and open space to Community 
Number 

of 
Responses 

Percentage 

General support for areas of green space  56 26.9% 

Support for Crookham Village Crescent 2 1.0% 

Support for the land in the Crookham Village Local Gap  36 17.3% 

Support for the Basingstoke Canal 1 0.5% 

Support for Zebon Copse open space 33 15.9% 

Support for the Basingstoke Canal and land in CV Local Gap 5 2.4% 

Support for the land in the Crookham Village Local Gap and Zebon Copse open 
space 

12 5.8% 

Support for Zebon Copse open space and Basingstoke Canal 5 2.4% 

Support for land in Crookham Village Local Gap,  Basingstoke Canal and Zebon 
Copse open space 

6 2.9% 

Support for Crookham Village Crescent and Hillyburrow 1 0.5% 

No specific comment provided 49 23.6% 

Comments not relevant to topics covered by survey 2 1.0% 

Total 208 100% 

Table 7: analysis of support for Green and Open Space 

4.3. The Crescent in Crookham Village was recognised as being important as both a 

historic gathering area as well as an important play area for local children. 

4.4. Despite being largely urban in nature, the character areas of Zebon Copse and 

Netherhouse Moor both have significant tracts of green space within their 

boundaries.  These act both as important wildlife corridors as well as informal 

recreational space for children and adults alike.  Comments from 25% of 
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residents reflect the fact that this green space is much prized and contributes 

greatly to the sense of wellbeing and enjoyment of life. 

 
4.5. 32% of residents commented on the importance to them of the land within the 

local gap separating Crookham Village from the adjacent settlements of Fleet, 

Church Crookham and Dogmersfield.   
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4.6. Almost all residents mentioned the Basingstoke Canal in their answer.  This 

reflects the result of the parish survey undertaken in 2010 where this was 

considered to be the greatest asset to the parish.   

4.7. Table 8 below provides a breakdown of the various uses to which the green 

spaces in the parish are put by residents and therefore the importance of these 

spaces to the quality of life of residents.   

 

Category 
Number 

of 
Responses 

Percentage 

Recreation 77 37.0% 

Wellbeing 27 13.0% 

Wildlife 36 17.3% 

Views 4 1.9% 

Conservation Area Setting 4 1.9% 

Not relevant to topic 2 1.0% 

No comment 58 27.9% 

Total 208 100% 

Table 8: Analysis of Community Use of Green and Open Space 
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4.8. Recreation was the most common use cited by 37% of respondents.  This 

recreation takes many forms from dog walking to bird watching, walking for 

pleasure and family picnics.   

4.9. Whilst the rural areas of the parish are mainly used for recreation, 13% of 

residents reported on the sense of wellbeing that was afforded by the proximity 

of open countryside as well as its peace and tranquillity.  This aspect of the 

parish appears to be valued more than any other.   

4.10. Residents of Zebon Copse and Netherhouse Moor showed the strongest 

support for the green space within their respective developments, at 100% of 

respondents from those areas.  This open space is greatly valued for dog 

walking and general recreation.   

4.11. Along with the support for the green space in the parish, was a tremendous 

pride in the wildlife that not only exists in the rural areas surrounding the three 

settlements but also within the settlements themselves.  Many residents were 

able to report wildlife sightings near to their homes – badgers on Zebon Copse 

and over wintering birds in Crookham Village and Netherhouse Moor.   

4.12. 2% of residents commented specifically on the importance of the green space 

in the parish on the setting of the conservation areas but did make any other 

comment on the importance of the green space in the parish to them.  A 

further 2% did not comment on any other aspect of green space other than the 

importance of the views from the high points of Hillyburrow, Cross Farm Ridge 

and The Tump on Grove Farm.  While many other respondents, particularly 

those commenting on the importance of the land within the Crookham Village 

gap, included these aspects within their other comments, almost all saw the 

preservation of the setting of the conservation area and the views into and out 

from it as being crucial for preservation. 
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5. Summary of Issues Raised 

5.1. A summary of the main areas raised in comments by residents is given in the 

table below: 

LOCAL GAPS 

WHY LOCAL GAPS ARE IMPORTANT 
Preserve the identity, history and character of individual settlements 

Preserve semi-rural life and prevent urbanisation 

Preserve communities 

Preserve villages 

Help protect wildlife and flora and fauna 

Prevent increase in traffic due to inappropriate development 

Support and help protect the environment 

CONSERVATION AREAS 

WHAT PEOPLE FEEL NEEDS PROTECTING 

Protect the conservation areas 

Maintain character of Old Village 

Maintain linear nature of Old Village 

Protect and maintain important views 

Protect the Basingstoke Canal 

Protect heritage buildings 

Protect flora and fauna 

Protect wildlife 

Protect wildlife’s habitat 

GREEN SPACES 

WHAT MAKES GREEN SPACES SPECIAL 

Support health and well-being: ‘a green lung’ 

Safe for leisure pursuits for the whole community 

Provide habitats for wildlife 

Essential for biodiversity 

Support dog walking 

Maintain a natural countryside for future generations 

Footpaths and green spaces help make this area one of the best places to live in 
the UK 

Play an important role in maintaining a semi-rural status for the parish 

Help provide soak-away areas after heavy rainfall and protect areas from flooding 
Table 9: Summary of Comments by Topic Area 

 

5.2. The consultation revealed some very firm conclusions: 

 95% of respondents regarded the preservation of the current local gap 

around Crookham Village as being essential for the preservation of the 

identity and character of the Old Village. 
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  85% of respondents greatly valued the conservation areas within the parish, 

in particular the Basingstoke Canal and Crookham Village conservation areas.  

It was seen as being important that both the historic properties and their 

setting were protected from inappropriate development. 

 Residents greatly valued the open green spaces in their respective character 

areas and wanted to protect them from development.  These are seen as 

integral to the way of life of residents and essential for their wellbeing and 

recreation. 

5.3. The consultation also revealed that residents regarded the natural environment, 

both surrounding the settlement areas and within those areas, extremely highly.  

Responses show that the natural environment of the parish is greatly valued for 

its abundance and variety of wildlife, while offering many opportunities for 

recreation including walking and cycling.  Overall, the natural environment is 

seen as being a major contributor to the overall sense of wellbeing expressed by 

residents across all areas of the parish.   

5.4. The views across the parish were also seen as integral to the character and 

setting of the parish with views across the high areas of the Cross Farm Ridge, 

from Hillyburrow and from the Tump being seen as the most important.   All 

three areas lie within the existing local gap and residents were very concerned 

that any potential development would inevitably threaten or compromise these 

views. 
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Some direct quotes from members of our community: 

Re local gaps: 

“To preserve its identity Crookham village should not lose the very important local 

strategic gap between the village and Fleet as it provides access to open grassland and 

woods which currently are enjoyed for quiet leisure and enjoyment.” 

“Local gaps are important and should be kept.  There is far too much build-up of new 

developments in the close vicinity to the present local gaps with potential to diminish the 

character of Netherhouse Moor.” 

“Either side of the Basingstoke Canal must be preserved in its natural state and must be 

protected.” 

“Settlement boundaries need to be maintained so that the villages are not sucked into 

the urban sprawl of Fleet, which used to be a quiet town, but now has degenerated into 

motorcar madness. Pastoral scenes are fast disappearing but the fields at the rear of The 

Street must be preserved. We are so lucky that one can see cattle, deer, larks and red 

kites all at the same time. Visitors to the area are amazed. This site, together with Nether 

house Moor, must be allowed to remain untouched.” 

“The local gaps are important because you can enjoy the countryside without having to 

use a car and lots of land has already been built on in our area. Also it is important to 

have space and green areas where there is fresh air and wildlife. (14 year-old)” 

“We have recently moved onto The Street (2015) and one of the main appeals of living 

here was the access to green space and open countryside. We have 3 children under 5 

years and we use the public footpaths everyday walking our dogs. We visit the park on 

Netherhouse Moor via the corn fields accessed behind the WI hut. The walk to that park 

not only means we all get fit but it also means that all my children have contact with 

nature and they genuinely learn something new each time we walk. My 4 year-old son 

even said to me, “I love walking near our house mummy” – and that, to me and many 

others, is priceless. The canal is equally as valuable to us for the same reasons. Taking 

these green and open spaces away would be devastating for us, especially the children 

who thrive in this beautiful location.” 

“[Local gaps are] extremely important! Enables villages to maintain their identities which 

have been in place for hundreds of years and prevents one village simply merging into 

another or part of Fleet town. Crookham Village and Dogmersfield should certainly keep 

their own identity.” 

“Gaps are very important to maintain the village atmosphere of Crookham Village.” 

“Local gaps – essential to prevent coalescence of urban areas with the old settlement of 

Crookham Village.” 

“Extremely important for the well-being of local people providing an identity for local 

communities, also providing an ecological boundary between communities. Crookham 
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Village will no longer be a village if it is built around! The access to green fields, trees, 

wildlife is vitally important to all members of the public. Once these areas are built on 

they will never be replaced and providing a ‘Country Park’ is a poor excuse for the 

beautiful countryside that has been built on.” 

“Village life (rather than urban/in town) is a way of life and coveted. It needs preserving 

rather than rounding up/filling in.” 

“Whilst development is inevitable (and required) it needs to be mindful of the existing 

residents and consider what will be lost forever if it is permitted.” 

“If this expansion continues Fleet, Church Crookham and Crookham Village will merge 

and become yet another faceless commuter dormitory town.” 

“Local gaps very important to preserve our semi-rural life. 

Infill is not an area development plan – no schools, surgeries, road upgrades.” 

“It’s vital to maintain the individual identity and character of the [settlements]. The 

proposed developments will simply swallow them as ‘suburbs’ of Fleet.” 

“Crucial to retain local gap to keep CV Parish distinct from the Fleet urban area.” 

“Already Crookham Village and Dogmersfield are being used as ‘rat runs’ to 

M3/Farnham/Odiham. The roads are not big enough to support this!” 

Re conservation areas: 

“Conservation areas – essential to protect heritage buildings and flora and fauna from 

being inappropriately developed.” 

“Ecology very important for our humanity – so conservation areas needed – don’t build 

over – problems flooding, diversity etc.” 

“The character of the old village should be retained by maintaining the conservation 

area.” 

Re green spaces: 

“It’s important to have green spaces to enjoy on a leisurely basis – countryside is an 

invaluable healing tool for both young and old to go on mushroom forays, spotting 

wildlife and getting exercise.  Please don’t let us lose all our green space. Whilst we need 

more housing, please don’t clog up the countryside with high volumes of traffic and 

noise. Let’s keep some of the countryside alone.” 

“The spaces noted ‘x’ overleaf [i.e. Cross Farm and Grove Farm areas] are most important 

green spaces for recreation, walking etc. not for building!  We are lucky to have these 

biodiversity spaces and [this] should remain so! How about using the many empty 

properties in the area for redevelopment/change of role/usage etc..” 

 


