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Foreword

O ur vision for Winchfield in 2037 is that it has retained its unique character as 
a parish of low intensity mixed farming, interspersed with pockets of ancient 
woodland, small settlements and winding roads and is a vibrant village valued  

as the heart and lungs of Hart District.

The first Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan was adopted in 2017 to help deliver the local 
community’s aspirations for the period 2015–2032. In 2020 a new Hart District Council 
Local Plan was adopted and National Planning Guidance changed which directly impacted 
upon our existing Plan. Winchfield Parish Council therefore decided it was important to 
update our 2017 Plan.

Our new Plan for the period 2022–2037 has been produced by local volunteers, with the 
support of, and on behalf of, the Parish Council. The Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
has consulted with the community, residents, landowners and businesses, regarding 
the sustainability and long-term development of our rural community. Our Plan has the 
golden thread of Climate Change awareness running through it as we work with and 
fully support Hart District Council’s Declaration of Climate Emergency and its objectives 
to achieve Climate Change goals.

Community engagement began in July 2020 and five public meetings were held in the 
Village Hall, each one advertised on the Parish Council website, in Contact magazine and by 
a leaflet drop to every property in the village. The Plan evolved over the following months, 
resulting in the production of this document, which was subject to an independent health 
check by Ann Skippers Planning, and endorsed by the Parish Council in January 2023 for 
Regulation 16 Public Consultation by the District Council.

Reg.14 Consultation started on 28th October and closed on 12th December 2022. All Responses 
received and amendments made are summarised in the Consultation Statement.  We 
encourage you to review this Plan  before it is submitted for independent examination. 
A local referendum will be held once the Examiner has considered the plan.

The Plan may be inspected online or in hard copy available to view at the Barley Mow, 
the Winchfield Inn and the Village Hall or by arrangement with the Parish Clerk or the 
District Council.

The Parish Council would like to thank the members of the Winchfield Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee and all the volunteers from the village and surrounding areas who have 
contributed their time, knowledge, expertise and photographic skills to produce this updated 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Andrew Renshaw
Chairman, Winchfield Parish Council
February 2023
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΋λ΋ϪThe Localism Act 2011 introduced new 
rights and powers which allowed local 
communities to shape new development 
in their areas by preparing Neighbourhood 
Plans which can contain policies for 
the use and development of land.

΋λ2ϪThis document is a Neighbourhood 
Plan (the Plan) as defined by the Localism 
Act and has been prepared by a Working 
Group established by Winchfield 
Parish Council and will be used in the 
determination of planning applications.

΋λ3ϪThe Plan will replace the Winchfield 
Neighbourhood Plan that was ‘made’ on 30 
March 2017 and has been prepared within 
the context of the National Planning Policy 
Framework 2021 and the Hart Local Plan 
which was adopted on 30 April 2020.

΋λΎϪThe Neighbourhood Plan has been 
prepared to conform to the provisions 
of national planning policy, the strategic 
policies in the Hart Local Plan, (Strategy 
and Sites) 2032 (HLP32)  and the 
‘saved’ policies in the Hart  Local Plan, 
(Replacement) 1996–2006 (updated 
May 2020). The Plan promotes the 
principles of sustainable development 
and covers the period 2022 to 2037.

΋λΏϪThe background to the Plan is explained 
in the following section along with the 
key stages that have been involved in the 
review of the current Plan, including the 
stakeholder and community engagement 
activities undertaken by the Working 
Group. An overview of the information 
that has been gathered to inform the 
production of the Plan is also provided.

΋λΐϪThe Vision and Objectives of the Plan 
have been articulated which have led to 
the formulation of planning policies to 
guide the use and development of land 
over the plan period and the determination 
of planning applications. The Plan also 
contains some community actions. 
Although these community actions do not 
form part of the Neighbourhood Plan, they 
identify local initiatives to address issues 
and concerns that have been raised. The 
community actions are identified separately 
from planning policies to avoid confusion.

01 Introduction
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The Neighbourhood Plan

΋λ7ϪThe Winchfield Neighbourhood 
Plan Area was first designated on 8 
January 2015 by Hart District Council. 
It covers the whole of the parish.

΋λΒϪHart District Council was notified of the 
Parish Council’s intention to review the 
‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan in July 2020 
and has provided the Working Group with 
guidance as the new Plan has progressed.

Why is a new Neighbourhood 
Plan required?

΋λΓϪThe current Plan was produced under 
the auspices of the National Planning Policy 
Framework, 2012 and ‘made’ in 2017 prior to 
the adoption of the Hart Local Plan in 2020 
and the publication of a revised National 
Planning Policy Framework in 2021. It was 
therefore ‘out of step’ with national and local 
planning policies and as a matter of good 
practice the Parish Council determined that 
it would be appropriate to review the Plan.

΋λ΋0ϪThe prospect of a significant housing 
development in Winchfield has been 
considered by Hart District Council for many 
years. In November 2018, the District Council, 
in partnership with Gallagher Estates and 
Lightwood, published a Shapley Heath 
Garden Community Vision Document for 
potentially 5,000, and up to 10,000, homes 
predominantly located within Winchfield.ϲ΋  

΋λ΋΋ϪThe draft Local Plan submitted to 
the Inspector in 2019 included a policy to 
proceed with such a development. The 
Inspector rejected this policy due to 
concerns with the supporting evidence, 
specifically the sustainability appraisal and 
inadequate evidence on deliverability. The 
policy was not needed to meet the identified 
housing requirement during the plan period 
and the Inspector recommended its deletion. 
Accordingly, to prevent  the plan being 
found unsound the District Council removed 
any reference in the current Local Plan.ϲ2 ϲ3   

΋λϪ�haĻleũ >eaŊh  iłion "ocuęenŊ

2λϪReŊŊer Ŋo >"� öroę Rocal Plan AnłĻecŊor

3λϪ|eĻorŊ on Ŋhe &ŨaęinaŊion oö Ŋhe >arŊ "iłŊricŊ 
�ouncil Rocal Plan – �ŊraŊegũ and �iŊeł

The Neighbourhood Plan ΋λ΋0ϪThe prospect of a significant housing 
development in Winchfield has been 

The Neighbourhood Plan

Winchfield Pariłh boundarũ
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΋λ΋2ϪConcurrently the District Council 
applied to the then Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) to be considered in the Garden 
Community programmeϲΎ and received 
funding for an initial tranche of work.ϲΏ

΋λ΋3ϪHowever, the situation changed and by 
November 2021, when government funding 
had failed to meet the levels that MHCLG 
advised the District Council to expect, the 
project was concluded. The District Council’s 
position is that it will take the learning from 
the Garden Community project, including 
ten evidence base reports commissioned 
as part of the project, into consideration 
when it prepares the next plan when 
reasonable alternatives for significant 
housing growth will be considered.ϲΐ ϲ7

΋λ΋ΎϪWinchfield Parish Council therefore 
assessed the prospect of major development 
to still exist and determined to review and 
update its existing Neighbourhood Plan to 
seek the support of the local community 
to develop a vision for the parish which 
would need to be formally considered 
at any future review of the Local Plan.

ΎλϪ�id Ŋo Čoin 9arden �oęęuniŊieł Ļrograęęe

ΏλϪReŊŊer Ŋo >"� öroę XiniłŊrũ oö >oułing, 
�oęęuniŊieł and Rocal 9oŢernęenŊ

ΐλϪ�haĻleũ >eaŊh �udiŊ |eŢieţ

7λϪAŊeę 73 �abineŊ XeeŊing >arŊ "iłŊricŊ �ouncil 
NoŢeęber 202΋

΋λ΋ΏϪSix Winchfield residents volunteered 
to work closely with the Parish Council 
to undertake this work and their early 
meetings identified the need to significantly 
rewrite the existing Plan. This was endorsed 
at the first Community Engagement 
meeting when the new Vision and 
Objectives received residents’ support.

΋λ΋ΐϪThe new Plan therefore reflects the 
Parish Council’s desire to focus more 
upon the natural environment, access 
to housing and climate change. This 
has resulted in the introduction of new 
policies to address matters such as:

• Biodiversity,
• Climate change,
• Affordable Housing, 
• Landscape Character,
• Design Considerations.

΋λ΋7ϪAn opportunity has also been taken to 
rationalise some policies by amalgamating 
them into single criteria-based policies. 
The proposed modifications are such 
that the Parish Council acknowledges 
that an independent examination of the 
new Plan will be required followed by a 
local referendum. Subject to the outcome 
of the referendum the new Plan would 
be ‘made’  by Hart District Council; the 
current Plan would be revoked. The 
‘new’ plan would formally become part 
of the Development Plan for the area.

΋λ΋ΒϪTo gain a better understanding of 
the alterations that have been made the 
table in Appendices  A3 and A4 list the 
current policies, the new policies, and 
the reasons for change or addition.

 illage łign on 
Pale Raneλ
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What does the new 
Neighbourhood Plan 
aim to achieve?

΋λ΋ΓϪThe new Neighbourhood Plan 
focuses upon what makes Winchfield 
special—its distinctive landscape defined 
by a patchwork of fields and woodland 
and small scattered settlements. Section 
4 sets out the objectives for the Plan 
which focus on four themes, the:

• Natural Environment,
• Historic Environment,
• Built Environment, and
• Parish and Community.

΋λ20ϪThese themes form the foundation 
for the content of the Plan and 
distinct sections cover the aspirations 
and policies for each theme.

How has the new Neighbourhood 
Plan been prepared?

΋λ2΋ϪThe Neighbourhood Plan has 
been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan 
RegulationsϲΒ and has involved considerable 
local community engagement activity to 
gather evidence for the content of the Plan.

΋λ22ϪThe Regulations require a 
Neighbourhood Plan comply with a 
set of ‘Basic Conditions’ which are 
detailed in legislation.ϲΓ These are to:

• Be appropriate, having regard to 
National Planning Policy,

• Contribute to achieving 
sustainable development,

ΒλϪ�he Neighbourhood Planning ό9eneralύ 
|egulaŊionłύ 20΋2 όał aęendedύ

ΓλϪParagraĻh Βό2ύ oö �chedule Ύ� Ŋo Ŋhe 
�oţn and �ounŊrũ Planning �cŊ ΋ΓΓ0

• Be in general conformity with 
strategic policies in the development 
plan for the local area,

• Be compatible with EU obligations and 
Human Rights requirements which 
have been transposed into UK law 
following departure from the EU, and

• Satisfy the requirements of the 
Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017.

΋λ23ϪThe Neighbourhood Plan has followed 
several required stages in its preparation, 
as illustrated overleaf. We have now 
reached the Regulation 16 Consultation 
stage and Winchfield Parish Council has 
approved that the Plan be submitted to 
Hart District Council. The Plan will now be 
available for residents, designated recipients 
and any interested parties to comment 
during a further consultation period of six 
weeks. The Plan will then undergo formal 
examination by an Independent Examiner.

�erial Ţieţ oö �agţell 
Rane and �Ŋ XarũϞł
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Neighbourhood Plan: Key Stages

΋λ2ΎϪThis Neighbourhood Plan provides 
additional planning policy guidance to 
supplement national and local policies. Its 
objective is to deliver locally distinctive 
development that contributes to a 
sustainable future for our Parish with 
an emphasis placed on landscape and 
a green infrastructure led approach. 

How has the community 
been involved?

΋λ2ΏϪThe Plan has been developed 
in extensive consultation with 
the community and is based on 
sound research and evidence.

΋λ2ΐϪWinchfield Parish Council 
commissioned several studies and 
surveys which are published as 
separate documents, namely:

• a Landscape Character Appraisal 
and Key Views assessment that 
identified the important qualities 
and assets of the parish, and

• a Housing Needs Survey to collate 
the statistical data on requirements 
for the parish, including tenure and 
affordability, house type and size.

΋λ27ϪOther research and baseline studies 
which are referred to where appropriate 
have informed the preparation of the 
planning policies in this Plan and are 
listed in Appendix C, Bibliography or 
included in the Evidence Base, Appendix D 
which is a separate document available 
at  hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλţinchöieldϒĻcλorgλuĐ.

΋λ2ΒϪDuring the preparation of this 
Neighbourhood Plan residents commented 
that the information about the village 
which accompanied the current Plan 
set out Winchfield’s history very well. 
Earlier documents recording the history 
of the village were not digitised and are 
therefore unavailable. Accordingly, the 
Working Group decided that the historical 
account of the village in the current Plan 
should be incorporated into the ‘Evidence 
and Baseline Studies Compendium’ The 
evidence collected to support the policies 
in this Neighbourhood Plan will also be of 
interest to anyone who would like to know 
more about the village of Winchfield.

Summer 2020
Evidence Gathering

Autumn 2022
Pre Submission 

Draft Consultation

Winter 2022
Submission

Summer 2023
Examination

Autumn 2023
Referendum
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΋λ2ΓϪTwo early meetings of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 
undertook a SWOT analysis (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) 
to consider life in Winchfield. The first 
meeting collected everyone’s thoughts 
and the second assigned them to the 
appropriate categories. The information 
was used to inform the revision of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. A separate list of 
issues and actions was created, and 
each member of the Working Group took 
responsibility for gathering information 
and supporting evidence on each item. 
This has been referred to and updated 
at each meeting of the Working Group 
and reported to the Steering Group.

΋λ30ϪThe Working Group and Steering 
Group has met, or held virtual meetings 
during the Covid pandemic, on an almost 
monthly basis. Notes from each meeting 
have been posted in a timely fashion on 
the Winchfield Parish Council website.

΋λ3΋ϪA report has been made to Winchfield 
Parish Council at each of their meetings, 
six each year, to provide an update on 
progress. This report has been added 
to the formal minutes of each meeting 
and is on the Winchfield Parish Council 
website in the public domain. 

Public Consultation and 
Community Engagement Events

΋λ32ϪExtensive consultation has been 
undertaken as the Neighbourhood Plan 
has progressed. Winchfield does not have 
a village wide Facebook page or any other 
means of electronic communication which 
would reach every residence or commercial 
premises. Every communication has 
been delivered by hand and announced 
in the Parish magazine ‘Contact’ which is 
delivered to every household each month. 
Limitations were imposed by the Covid 
Pandemic but it was possible to hold drop-
in events to elicit opinions, invite feedback 
and to share some of the evidence collected.

΋λ33ϪAn introductory flyer was delivered 
to all households during July 2020 to 
announce that the review was underway. 
This was followed by an invitation 
delivered to every home in advance of every 
drop-in event and a notice was placed in 
the Parish magazine ‘Contact’ which is 
delivered to every home in the Parish.

• Additionally, a Christmas card 
and invitation to the next event 
was delivered in December 2020 
and again in December 2021

• Delivery record sheets were 
maintained for each delivery to ensure 
every residence and commercial 
premises received notifications

• Five Community Engagement 
‘drop-in’ events were held: July 
2021, November 2021, February 
2022, April 2022 and June 2022 
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• Sign-in sheets and follow up comments 
were collected at every event

• Attendees were given ‘post it notes’ and 
invited to add their comments, thoughts, 
and suggestions to each display board

• A slide pack of all material displayed,  
collated notes of all written comments 
received at each drop-in event and all 
correspondence relating to this Plan 
were added to the Winchfield Parish 
Council website after each meeting

• Attendance at the drop in events 
varied from 30—60 residents and 
feedback comments were, in the 
main, supportive and constructive

• A flyer informing parishioners of the 
Housing Needs Survey in February 
2021 was supported by an article in 
‘Contact’, distribution of the survey 
and a later notice ‘call for sites’.

�oęęuniŊũ 
&ngageęenŊ 
ęeeŊing
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Housing Needs Survey

΋λ3ΎϪIn late 2020 the Parish Council engaged 
with Action Hampshire (AH), a registered 
housing charity, and the District Council to 
investigate the need for affordable homes 
in the Parish. A Housing Needs survey was 
distributed to every household and business. 
This resulted in a 40% response which 
identified the need for 6–8 homes should 
an available site come forward. A preferred 
housing provider has been appointed and 
the site selection process is now under way. 
More details are available in Section 7. 

Reg 14 Consultation

΋λ3ΏϪAt the final community engagement 
drop in event in June 2022 all the draft 
policies were displayed and residents’ 
feedback invited. Following that meeting 
the Working Group started the process 
of refining the document to become 
the draft plan for submission to the 
Regulation 14 consultation process.

΋λ3ΐϪWe requested a review with our 
‘trusted expert’, Ann Skipper who is a 
qualified Neighbourhood Plan Examiner 
and assisted us in a similar way with 
our first Plan in 2017. Ann produced a 
comprehensive report which we discussed 
and then made changes accordingly.

΋λ37ϪFormal invitations to respond to the 
consultation were delivered across the 
Parish and an e-mail was sent by the Parish 
Clerk to the list of Regulatory Consultees 
as provided by Hart District Council.

΋λ3ΒϪConsultation on the draft plan started 
on Friday 28th October and finished 
on 12th December 2022. We received 
35 responses to the consultation; this 
is a very good response and we also 
recorded 451 hits to the Winchfield 
Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) webpage 
by 215 users over the six-week period.

΋λ3ΓϪSince early January 2023 we 
have held one further Steering Group 
and Working Group meeting to 
conscientiously discuss and consider 
every consultation response. The Working 
Group reached a collective conclusion 
and supported the draft responses.

΋λΎ0ϪMost of the comments from 
respondents fully supported the Plan; some 
required more detailed work to clearly 
explain the rationale in either accepting 
or not accepting comments that were 
submitted. Working with our consultant 
a ‘Schedule of Proposed Changes in 
response to Regulation 14 Consultation’ 
has been prepared and reviewed with 
our ‘Trusted Expert’ before submission 
to the District Council in readiness 
for the Regulation 16 Consultation.

΋λΎ΋ϪFollowing the consultation some 
additional text and new images were 
added to update or clarify some Plan 
sections or policies. All changes, with the 
exception of minor errors and spellings 
or grammar corrections, are recorded in 
the Schedule of Changes. (Schedule of 
Proposed Changes and text revisions) 

Implementation and Monitoring  

΋λΎ2ϪThe Parish Council will review, on an 
annual basis, the policies set out in this 
Plan to check if they are being applied as 
intended and whether overall the Plan 
is effective. This is especially important 
in relation to the delivery of additional 
affordable homes in Winchfield. Depending 
upon the outcome of the annual review 
the Parish Council will consider what 
further action, if any, should be taken. 
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Location

2λ΋ϪWinchfield is a small village located 
to the west of Fleet in Hampshire. It is 
situated 1.6km (1 mile) south-west of Hartley 
Wintney, 13km (8 miles) east of Basingstoke,  
3.2km (2 miles) north-east of Odiham 
and 61km (38 miles) west of London.

2λ2ϪIt is connected to London Waterloo, 
Basingstoke and further south by the 
South West Main Line. The M3 and M4 are 
10—20 minutes away by car, junction 5 at 
Hook, 6km (3.7miles), junction 4A at Fleet 
17km (10.6 miles) and the M4 junction 
11 at Reading, 20.2km (12.6 miles).

History and Local Characteristics

2λ3ϪWinchfield lies at the very centre of the 
District of Hart; it is the heart of Hart. An 
ancient village mentioned in the Domesday 
Book of 1086, then named Winesflet. There 
is reference in manorial history records 
of Wynchefelde as belonging to the 
Monastery of Chertsey in AD727, it was later 
documented as ‘Winchelefeld’ meaning 
‘open country’. There are 21 Domesday 
villages in Hart, six of which were important 
settlements with churches. Today only 
two of these remain and only St Mary’s 

Church, Grade I listed, still stands alone in 
the fields as it did when it was built around 
1150AD. This was the original heart of the 
village and St Mary’s Winchfield is the 
oldest listed building in the District of Hart. 

2λΎϪOnce part of the great kingdom of 
Wessex, the area around the Church was 
probably the site of a medieval village. There 
are two areas of significant archaeological 
interest, 29 listed buildings, remnants of 
wartime defences,  non-designated heritage 
sites, sarsen stones and milestones. 

2λΏϪWinchfield is a fine example of 
a ‘dispersed settlement pattern’ and 
such villages are becoming rare. It 
consists of larger areas of settlement, 
and several clusters and small 
hamlets of homes scattered across 
the 705 hectares (approximately 1800 
acres) of fields and woodlands.

2λΐϪMost of the narrow lanes, the pattern 
of which date from the 12th century, have 
no paths, street lighting or central road 
markings; these wind through the woodland 
and fields defined by hedgerows and grassy 
verges, overhung with trees which are the 
essential wildlife corridors and habitat for 
many birds, bats, owls, and other animals. 

02 Winchfield, Past 
and Present
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‘Finger post’ direction signs are positioned 
on grassy islands at some road junctions. 
There are no ‘modern’ road signs, and no 
signs are lit; these are rural village lanes. 

Winchfield Today

2λ7ϪWinchfield is a unique historic village 
which has evolved over centuries to become 
a community today of around 700 residents 
in 294 dwellings including nine farms 
some of which grow arable crops or keep 
livestock. On several farms the barns and 
farm buildings have been sympathetically 
converted to provide premises for small 
business units. Other farms have changed 
their land use to meet current needs 
such as equestrian enterprises and the 
provision of logs, all reflect the important 
individuality and character of the area. The 
population is scattered across the parish 
in various parts of the village the largest 
residential areas being around Winchfield 
Hurst, Winchfield Court, Beauclerk Green 
and areas of Shapley and Shapley Heath.

2λΒϪThe M3 passes through Winchfield, 
without providing access to it. The South-
Western railway crosses the Parish and 
is well used by commuters and residents. 
There are two pubs in Winchfield, but no 
other services or amenities. Shops, doctors, 
dentists, garages and schools are several 
miles away in Hook, Hartley Wintney, 
Odiham and Fleet. As a result, car usage 
is higher than the district and national 
average in Winchfield, as it is in most rural 
villages. There is no longer a bus or a taxi 
service for those without private transport. 

2λΓϪAlthough Winchfield has no ‘village 
centre’ which is unusual, there is a strong 
community spirit and events such as the 
monthly coffee mornings, biannual litter 
picks and concerts are well supported. A 
network was very quickly established 
at the start of the Covid pandemic in 

2020 to ensure that every resident had 
access to a coordinator to assist with any 
difficulties they faced during the periods 
of lockdown and other restrictions.

2λ΋0ϪThe Parish boundary of Winchfield 
is, except for a short distance on the A30, 
entirely green; comprising farmland, fields, 
hedgerows, and ancient woodland, the 
total area of the Parish is a little over 700 
hectares. The natural gaps, formed by fields, 
woodlands and the River Hart, between 
Winchfield and its neighbours currently 
restrict coalescence and maintain the 
individual identity of this rural environment. 
The Basingstoke Canal creates part of 
the southern boundary of the parish.

2λ΋΋ϪThe narrow lanes are used by motorists 
sharing the road with pedestrians, cyclists, 
and equestrians. The network of footpaths 
and bridleways across the fields provide 
miles of leisure routes for all to enjoy. The 
seasonally changing landscape is, for 
its residents, countryside living; for its 
many visitors, it is the valuable green 
space they come to enjoy for recreation.
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Current Issues

2λ΋2ϪFrom the discussions at Community 
Engagement events and resident feedback 
forms received during the preparation 
of the Plan the following issues are of 
concern to residents and businesses:

• The potential impact of a major 
development proposal upon the character 
of the area and the loss of village identity.

• Risk of coalescence with neighbouring 
villages / losing identity.

• Traffic passing through the village at 
high speed and the over-running of 
highway verges, particularly by HGVs.

• Rural criminality.

• How to respect the heritage of 
Winchfield whilst still supporting 
sustainable development.

• Conserving our historical environment.

• The future vitality of the village 
and the need for ‘new blood’.

• Affordable accommodation to enable 
younger families to live in Winchfield.

• Accommodating the needs of an 
ageing population in terms of 
more suitably sized properties.

• Protecting our wildlife and natural 
environment and future planning for 
management and new planting.

• Climate Change.

• Managing the number of visitors 
to Winchfield to prevent harming 
the ecological balance.

• The importance of agricultural land being 
used for food production / food security.

• High speed broadband needed for 
everyone to enable home working and 
the ability to use modern technology.

�ŊaŊion |oad 
in Ŋhe łnoţ
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Swans taking off 
on the canal



National Planning 
Policy Framework

3λ΋ϪThe National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) sets out the 
government’s high-level planning 
policies which must be considered 
in the preparation of development 
plan documents (including 
Neighbourhood Plans) and when 
deciding planning applications. 

3λ2ϪThe NPPF was revised in July 2021 and 
Paragraph 11 of the NPPF states that “plans 
and decisions should apply a presumption 
in favour of sustainable development.” 
The NPPF advises at paragraph 29 that:  

“Neighbourhood plans can shape, 
direct, and help to deliver sustainable 
development, by influencing 
local planning decisions as part 
of the statutory development plan. 
Neighbourhood plans should not 
promote less development than set out 
in the strategic policies for the area or 
undermine those strategic policies.”

Hart Local Plan 2020

3λ3ϪThe Hart Local Plan was adopted in 
April 2020 and contains strategic policies 
and proposals that are relevant to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. In accordance with 
planning legislation there is a requirement 
for the Neighbourhood Plan to be in 
general conformity with the strategic 
policies contained in the Local Plan.

3λΎϪThe District Council has provided 
a list of strategic policies for the 
benefit of neighbourhood planning 
groupsϲ΋0 which will be applicable 
to the policies and proposals set out 
in this Neighbourhood Plan.

3λΏϪIn accordance with national planning 
policy, the Local Plan underscores the 
presumption in favour of sustainable 
development whilst having regard to 
the likelihood of any significant effects 
on the Thames Basin Heaths Special 
Protection Area. The District Council 
also aims to work pro-actively with 
applicants to secure development that 
improves the economic, social, and 
environmental conditions in the area.

΋0λϪ>arŊ Rocal Plan, 2020, �ĻĻendiŨ Ύλ

03 Planning Policy 
Context
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3λΐϪThe Local Plan makes it clear that future 
development will be focused within defined 
settlements, on previously developed land in 
sustainable locations, and on allocated sites 
shown on the Local Plan Proposals Map.

3λ7ϪPolicy SD1 states that the District Council 
will take a positive approach to development 
proposals that reflect the presumption 
in favour of sustainable development 
whilst having regard to the need to assess, 
and where appropriate mitigate, the 
likelihood of a significant effect on the 
Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection 
Area. Policy SD1 advises that planning 
applications which accord with the Local 
Plan and policies in Neighbourhood 
Plans will be approved unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise. 

3λΒϪPolicy SS1: Spatial Strategy and 
Distribution of Growth supports the delivery 
of new homes through Neighbourhood 
Plans and aims to permit rural exception 
sites located outside of defined settlement 
policy boundaries. The supporting text to 
the policy also provides for settlement policy 
boundaries to be reviewed either through a 
future Local Plan or Neighbourhood Plans.

3λΓϪPolicy SS2 identifies a site of some 
54 hectares to the east of Fleet as a 
new settlement which is expected 
to deliver approximately 1,400 new 
homes during the Local Plan period. 

3λ΋0ϪThe Local Plan housing policies (H1: 
Housing Mix, H2: Affordable Housing, 
H3: Rural Exception Sites, H4: Specialist 
Housing and H5: Gypsies, Travelers 
and Traveling Show People) support 
the provision of new homes based on 
current and future demographic and 
market trends, as well as on the needs 
of various groups within the community 
including those requiring specialist 
accommodation, and those seeking plots 
for self or custom build properties.

3λ΋΋ϪThe Local Plan employment policies 
(ED1: New Employment, ED2: Safeguarding 
Employment Land and Premises and ED3: 
The Rural Economy) aim to support the 
local economy whilst Policy ED4 deals with 
Town, District and Local Centres. Proposals 
for economic uses in the countryside will be 
permitted where appropriate. This includes 
the change of use or conversion of suitable 
permanent buildings or new small-scale 
buildings that are appropriate to a rural area.

3λ΋2ϪPolicy NBE1: Development in the 
Countryside Development sets out what 
may be permitted outside settlement 
policy boundaries and designated strategic 
and locally important employment 
sites. Policy NBE1 also refers to housing 
required for rural workers, affordable 
housing on rural exception sites, and 
small-scale recreational proposals that 
facilitate access to the countryside.

3λ΋3ϪPolicy NBE2: Landscape requires 
that proposals must respect and wherever 
possible enhance the special characteristics, 
value or visual amenity of the District’s 
landscapes. Criterion (e) to the policy 
makes it clear that development proposals 
should “… not lead to the physical or 
visual coalescence of settlements, or 
damage their separate identity, either 
individually or cumulatively with other 
existing or proposed development.” The 
supporting text to this policy makes it 
clear that development that would result 
in a perception of settlements coalescing, 
or which would otherwise damage their 
separate identity, will be resisted. The 
text also alludes at paragraph 235 to the 
possibility that policies to designate specific 
areas or ‘gaps’ between settlements can be 
prepared through subsequent Development 
Plan Documents and Neighbourhood Plans.
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3λ΋ΎϪPolicy NBE3: Thames Basin Heaths 
Special Protection Area indicates that new 
development which is considered to have a 
significant effect on the ecological integrity 
of the Thames Basin Special Protection 
Area will be required to demonstrate 
that measures are in place to avoid or 
mitigate any potential adverse effects. 

3λ΋ΏϪPolicy NBE 4: Biodiversity supports 
development providing it does not have 
an adverse effect on the integrity of an 
international, national, or locally designated 
site including the Thames Basin Heaths 
Special Protection Area (TBHSPA), Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Sites 
of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINCs) and National and Local Nature 
Reserves (NNRs and LNRs). The policy also 
provides that proposals should not result 
in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable 
habitats, including ancient woodland and 
the loss of aged or veteran trees found 
outside ancient woodland. The supporting 
text to the policy emphasises that 
proposals must be supported by adequate 
information to enable a proper assessment 
of the implications for biodiversity.

3λ΋ΐϪPolicy NBE5 deals with the 
management of flood risk whilst 
Policy NBE6 addresses water 
quality considerations. 

3λ΋7ϪPolicy NBE8: Historic Environment 
requires that development proposals 
should conserve or enhance heritage 
assets and their settings, taking 
account of their significance.

3λ΋ΒϪAlthough not identified as a strategic 
policy, Policy NBE9: Design requires that all 
development proposals are of a high-quality 
and positively contribute to the overall 
appearance of the local area. The policy 
states that proposals must demonstrate that 
they have taken into account any design-
related policies in Neighbourhood Plans. 

3λ΋ΓϪPolicy NBE10: Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy generally supports 
proposals for the generation of energy from 
renewable resources, or low carbon energy 
development (except for wind turbines).

3λ20ϪPolicy NBE11: Pollution outlines 
that development proposals will be 
supported where they do not give rise 
to unacceptable levels of pollution and 
any adverse effects can be mitigated or 
otherwise minimised to an acceptable level. 

3λ2΋ϪFinally, the Local Plan contains a 
series of strategic policies relating to 
infrastructure delivery (INF1: Infrastructure, 
INF2: Green Infrastructure, INF3: Transport, 
INF4: Open Space, Sport and Recreation, 
INF5: Community Facilities and INF6: 
Broadband or Successor Services) that 
are relevant to development proposals 
as well as specific policies for the 
Phoenix Green Flood Alleviation scheme 
(Policy INF7) and the Safeguarded 
Land for Education (Policy INF8). 

Hart District Local Plan 
2002 (Saved Polices)

3λ22ϪIn addition to the planning policies 
in the recently adopted Local Plan there 
are policies in the Hart District Local Plan 
(Replacement) 1996—2006 that continue 
to remain saved following the adoption 
of the Hart Local Plan 2020 and will be 
used for the purposes of determining 
planning applications. Appropriate 
weight will be given to these policies 
depending upon their conformity with 
prevailing national planning policies. 

3λ23ϪThese policies are listed in 
Appendix BC2 of the Basic Conditions 
Statement which accompanies 
this Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Swans Farm from the footpath above the canal



Ύλ΋ϪThe Vision and Objectives for the 
Neighbourhood Plan have been prepared 
taking into consideration the outcome 
of the stakeholder and community 
activities undertaken to support the 
production of the Plan as well as the 
evidence collected from published data, 
surveys, and assessments. They also 
take account of the need to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Plan which conforms 
to the provisions of national planning 
policy and strategic Local Plan policies.

04 Vision and 
Objectives

Ύλ2ϪThe Vision sets out an overarching 
approach as to how the future development 
of Winchfield will be delivered through 
the Neighbourhood Plan. This is amplified 
through the identification of Objectives for 
topic areas that have guided the production 
of planning policies and community 
actions contained in the Plan. The planning 
policies in the Neighbourhood Plan do not 
repeat the policies in the Hart Local Plan 
but instead supplement them by adding 
local detail or addressing specific matters.

Our Vision

Winchfield, with its ancient and unusual dispersed settlement pattern is, in 2037, a 
vibrant, attractive village with its own unique character and ambience and sits at the 
very centre of Hart District. Our residents have embraced the opportunities offered by 
modern technology enabling them to live and work in a countryside  environment.

The Norman Church and other historic buildings are cherished and used by the 
community; protected for future generations. The historic environment sits in 
harmony with several small, fully sustainable developments of sympathetically 
designed new housing which have enabled younger families to live in the village.

Our quiet, narrow lanes, bridle paths, well maintained footpaths and the Basingstoke 
Canal welcome residents and visitors alike; offering space for healthy outdoor 
leisure pursuits or quiet enjoyment of the peaceful rural scenery. Winchfield is the 
healthy heart and lungs of Hart; the physical and mental benefits of access to outdoor  
space enjoyed in our village contribute significantly to the overall diversity and 
opportunities this District has to offer.
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Our Objectives

1. Conserve and enhance our 
Natural Environment and the 
Biodiversity of Winchfield

Ύλ3ϪThe ecology and tranquil amenity 
of our Parish and the diverse rural and 
farming landscapes and ecosystems within 
it have been assessed in an independent 
Landscape Character Appraisal and 
Key Views report commissioned by the 
Parish Council. This Plan and these 
studies will guide future actions to ensure 
sensitive management of this important 
environment. Winchfield strongly supports 
the various District Council initiatives 
such as the Green Infrastructure Grid 
which is being created across Hart. New 
areas will be planted with various species 
of native trees and hedgerows as part of 
the Climate Change Action Plan, The Tree 
and Landscape Strategy and the National 
Association of Local Councils ‘Tree Charter’ 
programme. Wildlife will benefit from 
these initiatives which, together, provide 
nesting sites and undisturbed areas—
including “old standing and fallen wood” 
in ancient woodlands and orchards.

ΎλΎϪThe Parish, with its patchwork of 
ancient woodland, copses, hedgerow 
corridors, open countryside, green spaces, 
wildlife sites, the SSSI canal, related 
flashes and flood-prone reaches must be 
protected whilst encouraging carefully 
controlled development to meet the 
housing needs of village residents.

2. Maintain, sustain and enhance 
our Historic Environment

ΎλΏϪOur historic buildings and rare Grade I 
Norman Church will be maintained, 
enhanced, and preserved for the benefit of 
residents, visitors, and future generations. 
The vista and setting of St Mary’s Church, 
the oldest Grade I listed building in Hart, 
will continue to be protected. The Church 
has a small but thriving and perennially 
committed congregation and is also a 
much-loved venue for concerts which 
have a loyal audience and assist with fund 
raising for its continued preservation. The 
many historic buildings in Winchfield 
and archaeological areas of significant 
interest will be maintained and cared for.

3. Influence the sustainability of 
our Built Environment for the 
benefit of all Parish residents

ΎλΐϪWith mixed use development and the 
use of brownfield land regenerating the 
town centres and more urban areas of Hart, 
Winchfield residents hope that pressure for 
greenfield development will be resisted. Led 
by our local MP and Council leaders Hart 
has taken an ambitious stance to protect the 
open space in the District acknowledging, 
“We are so lucky to have our open spaces in 
Hart and we know how much quality green 
space matters to our residents and visitors”.

Ύλ7ϪWinchfield would, should a brownfield 
site become available, welcome a small 
development of mixed housing. This would 
provide opportunities for local people 
to remain in the village and for younger 
families to make Winchfield their home. 
Such a development might also enable some 
elder residents to ‘downsize’ to a property 
more suitable to their needs without leaving 
the village. This would allow some of the 
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larger houses in Winchfield to slowly 
come on the market allowing natural 
progression for each generation to respond 
to the lifestyle changes they require. New 
homes will be built to be sustainable and 
self-sufficient, ideally with shared facilities 
to support their infrastructure needs.

4. Promote Health and Wellbeing

ΎλΒϪOur unusual, dispersed settlement 
situated at the very heart of Hart will 
continue to be the healthy lungs of Hart. The 
Parish welcomes many hundreds of visitors 
year-round who use the canal for recreation, 
ride their horses or cycle around our quiet 
lanes and walk our integrated network of 
footpaths, both local and long distance. At 
leisure, or whilst exercising, the peaceful 
scenery of rural countryside and farmland 
is enjoyed from many vantage points and 
the far-reaching views are enhanced by 
existing natural local gaps which we share 
with our neighbouring villages to maintain 
the special identity which is Winchfield

ΎλΓϪWinchfield is part of the Hampshire 
Walking Strategy and Hampshire 
Countryside Access Plan. The Parish 
footpaths are well maintained and 
signposted, where possible they will 
become wheelchair and pushchair friendly. 
The ‘Winchfield Walking App’ is well 
used, as are the paper map plans which 
are available at various points around the 
village. Circular route options can start or 
finish at either of the two village pubs.

5. Support our local economy and 
sustain our agricultural heritage

Ύλ΋0ϪThere are productive farms in 
Winchfield although the crops and 
livestock have changed and evolved to 
meet consumer demand. The equestrian 
liveries thrive, and horses are seen every 
day in the fields and on the lanes. Two 
solar farms contribute to the National 
Grid. Broadband services are improving 
with new technology, many people work 
from home or from small business units 
which have been converted from farm 
buildings. The station offers a reliable 
service east to London and to the south-
west for business commuters and the public.

6. Value and cherish our village, 
encourage a thriving, strong, 
vibrant community and respond 
to the needs of our residents

Ύλ΋΋ϪThe village hall is well utilised offering 
activities and social events; a wide variety 
of classes for all age groups are well 
supported. Should additional land become 
available the Parish Council would aspire 
to extend the hall facilities and add more 
parking spaces and other facilities.

Ύλ΋2ϪCommunity events are well supported, 
and St Mary’s Church has an active 
fund raising ‘Friends’ group. The Parish 
Council is very responsive on village 
matters and has an inclusive policy 
encouraging residents’ participation at 
meetings. The Parish Councillors are all 
fully engaged with the community and 
involved with residents’ issues, supporting 
community activities including two 
village-wide litter picks each year.
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Ύλ΋3ϪBased on feedback from community 
engagement meetings Winchfield residents 
are wholeheartedly in favour of maintaining 
the village heritage and rural identity. With 
access to retail and leisure amenities in 
neighbouring villages and towns the village 
offers a quieter environment which is highly 
valued. People know their neighbours and 
the two pubs have many ‘regulars’. During 
the Pandemic ‘lockdowns’ small groups of 
residents could be seen, socially distanced, 
meeting outside to maintain friendships and 
share news. Events such as the Winchfield 
Festival, which is held every other year, has 
a loyal audience and a large group of village 
volunteers who cheerfully assist with the 
logistics of staging a major event in a small 
village. Winchfield residents value and 
cherish their village and are proud of its 
reputation as a ‘good neighbour community’.

7. Introduce, promote and 
monitor safety measures to 
improve traffic management 
and reduce rural criminality

Ύλ΋ΎϪNew road and verge markings 
with additional signage are planned to 
encourage extra care and slower speeds 
through the village. Speed limits and traffic 
movements are monitored to inform future 
actions to encourage safety and to reduce 
the dangers on our narrow lanes, tight 
bends, and beneath bridges but the 12th 

Century pattern of lanes is deliberately 
preserved. Attention will also focus on 
discouraging large goods vehicles and 
HGV drivers using ‘sat nav’ directions as 
a short cut through Winchfield. Although 
these matters do not directly relate to the 
development and use of land the aim is to 
make everyday village life safe and secure. 

8. Support Hart District Council 
initiatives to become a carbon 
neutral authority by 2035 and a 
carbon neutral district by 2040

Ύλ΋ΏϪWinchfield will play a significant part 
in supporting Hart’s initiatives on Climate 
Change particularly through its capacity 
to capture carbon which is absorbed by 
its landscape of trees, hedgerows, fields, 
and ancient woodland. The largest carbon 
sequestration rates in the UK are in native 
broadleaf woodlands which, in Winchfield, 
comprise at least 61 hectares. Winchfield 
was an early adopter of solar technology 
and currently hosts two 4.5MW Solar 
Farms which generate green energy.

Summer
Spring
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Sustainable development 

Ύλ΋ΐϪThe overarching vision and objectives 
of the new neighbourhood plan aim to 
secure sustainable development in the 
parish as required by the NPPF. The 
NPPF states that, “At a very high level, the 
objective of sustainable development can 
be summarised as meeting the needs 
of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs”. The NPPF outlines 
the Government’s intentions with 
regards to sustainable development, in 
particular the need for the planning 
system to achieve several objectives: 

• an econoęic obČecŊiŢe—to help build 
a strong, responsive, and competitive 
economy, by ensuring that sufficient 
land of the right types is available 
in the right places and at the right 
time to support growth, innovation, 
and improved productivity; and 
by identifying and coordinating 
the provision of infrastructure, 

• a łocial obČecŊiŢe—to support strong, 
vibrant, and healthy communities, by 
ensuring that a sufficient number and 
range of homes can be provided to 
meet the needs of present and future 
generations; and by fostering well-
designed, beautiful and safe places, with 
accessible services and open spaces 
that reflect current and future needs 
and support communities’ health, 
social and cultural well-being; and 

• an enŢironęenŊal obČecŊiŢe—to 
protect and enhance our natural, 
built, and historic environment, 
including making effective use of land, 
improving biodiversity, using natural 
resources prudently, minimising waste 
and pollution, and mitigating and 
adapting to climate change, including 
moving to a low carbon economy.

Ύλ΋7ϪTable 4.1 identifies how the 
Neighbourhood Plan contributes to each 
of these objectives and promotes the 
principles of sustainable development. 

Ύλ΋ΒϪThe alignment between the 
Neighbourhood Plan objectives 
and its policies, strategic Local Plan 
policies and Government policies as 
set out in the NPPF are detailed in the 
Basic Conditions Statement which 
accompanies the Neighbourhood Plan. 

WinterAutumn
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Table 4.1: Contribution to Sustainable Development

National 
Objectives

Neighbourhood Plan
Objectives

Comments

Economic 
Objective

5. Support our local 
economy and sustain our 
agricultural heritage. 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
objective underpins Government 
policy in relation to building 
a strong and competitive 
economy. NPPF Section 6. 

Social Objective 3. Influence the sustainability of 
our Built Environment for the 
benefit of all parish residents.

4. Promote health 
and wellbeing.

6. Ensure that we value and 
cherish our village, promote 
a thriving, strong and vibrant 
community and respond to 
the needs of our residents. 

7. Introduce, promote and 
monitor safety measures to 
improve traffic management 
and reduce rural criminality.

The Neighbourhood Plan 
objectives aim to deliver well 
designed new homes, promote 
a healthy and safe community, 
support the provision of high-
quality communications and 
sustainable transport. NPPF 
Sections 5, 8, 9 10 and 12. 

Environmental 
Objective

1. Conserve and enhance our 
Natural Environment and the 
biodiversity of Winchfield. 

2. Maintain, sustain and 
enhance our Historic 
Environment. 

8. Support Hart District Council 
initiatives to become a 
carbon neutral authority 
by 2035 and a carbon 
neutral district by 2040.

The Neighbourhood Plan 
objectives support national 
policy on conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment, the historic 
environment, and meeting the 
challenges of climate change. 
NPPF Sections 14, 15 and 16. 
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Objective 1

• Conserve and enhance our Natural Environment and the Biodiversity of Winchfield.

Objective 8

• Support Hart District Council initiatives to become a carbon neutral 
authority by 2035 and a carbon neutral district by 2040.

In this Section:

• Winchfield, the rural parish at the centre of Hart District—why 
our landscape and key views are very important.

• Why its environment is so special and we must be responsible custodians.

Includes:

• Flora—our plants, trees, woodland, fields, hedges and roadside verges.

• Tree Preservation Orders, The Tree Charter.

• Fauna—our wildlife, birds, raptors, bats, nesting and foraging needs.

• Hart District Council’s Biodiversity Plan and Green Infrastructure

• Becoming Carbon Neutral, Hart’s Climate Change Action 
Plan—why Winchfield is a key player.

05 Natural 
Environment
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The unique biodiversity 
of our village

Ώλ΋ϪThe open fields of Winchfield provide 
the first real feel of Hampshire countryside 
for those travelling by train or driving 
on the M3. Located in the very centre 
of Hart District the quiet settlement of 
Winchfield is a patchwork of fields, ancient 
woodland, copses and hedgerows offering 
a more tranquil environment just a few 
moments away from the busier towns of 
the District. Every gateway to our village is 
green and offers a key view of rural life.

Ώλ2ϪThe whole of Hart District covers 
215km² and Winchfield is positioned right 
in the centre. The Parish, with an area of 
7km², is bordered to the North by Hartley 
Wintney and to the East by the River 
Hart. On the Southern border is the rare 
environment of the Basingstoke Canal, a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Ώλ3ϪIn this small Parish there are two  Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest, (SSSIs), 32 Sites 
of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINCs) which includes 26 designated 
as ancient woodland, and the Canal 
Conservation Area. As a combined area 
of 148ha, this is 21% of the total area of 
Winchfield. These sites are very important, 
and we have a duty to care for them.

ΏλΎϪThe concept of protecting our nationally 
most valuable species and habitats dates 
back more than 70 years. SSSI is the 
highest designation and the entire length 
of the Basingstoke Canal, a 5km (three-
mile) stretch of which forms much of 
the southern boundary of the Parish, is 
a nationally important site. There is a 
further Canal Conservation Area from 
Sprats Hatch Lane to the Canal providing 
additional protection. In Hampshire there 
are only two ‘open freshwater’ SSSIs and 
the Basingstoke Canal is one of them.ϲ΋΋

ΏλΏϪOn the south-western boundary Odiham 
Common, also SSSI, is a protected habitat 
and its ecosystems are carefully managed 
by coppicing, haloing and other specialist 
work to ensure the health and vitality of the 
wood pasture, meadow, and common land. 
Totalling 115 hectares (284 acres) in Hart this 
is one of the few examples of wood pasture 
outside the New Forest. It is a joint SSSI with 
the adjoining Bagwell Green and Shaw, (old 
English for a thicket or small wood) which 
used to form part of Winchfield Common.

΋΋λϪ�ee �ĻĻendiŨ " öor ϝ8lora and >aŢen öor 
�iodiŢerłiŊũϞ, ϝRandłcaĻe �haracŊer, �P`ł and 
�AN�łϞ and ϝ>aęĻłhire �iodiŢerłiŊũ AnöoręaŊion 
�enŊre ό>�A�ύ ProŊecŊed and NoŊable �Ļecieł liłŊϞλ 

Pingfiłher

�ncienŊ Woodland
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Figure 5.1: Statutory and non-statutory designated sites in Winchfield 
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Table 5.2: Details of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

Map label Status SINC Ref. SINC Name Grid Ref. Area (ha)

1 SINC HA0076 Beggars Corner SU75305430 2.31

2 SINC HA0283 Wood adjacent 
to Bailey’s Farm

SU75315364 0.68

3 SINC HA0078 Gravelly Copse, 
Winchfield

SU75405398 0.87

4 SINC HA0079 Oldman's Copse SU75455420 1.16

5 SINC HA0083 Shapley Heath 
Copse

SU75505470 3.16

6 SINC HA0282 Winchfield Court 
Farm Marsh

SU75705345 6.40

7 SINC HA0086 Bottom Copse, 
Winchfield

SU75705400 3.98

8 SINC HA0087 Shapley Heath SU75705460 6.17

9 SINC HA0091 Fields West of 
Lousey Moor

SU75905240 6.55

10 SINC HA0092 Bagwell Shaw 
(South)

SU75905276 1.11

11 SINC HA0094 Tossell Wood SU76005430 10.97

12 SINC HA0095 Hartley Wintney 
Wooded Greens

SU76005600 22.49

13 SINC HA0281 Winchfield Court 
Farm South

SU76045326 4.85

14 SINC HA0096 Lousey Moor SU76105250 7.92

15 SINC HA0097 Withy Bed Copse SU76105390 5.46

16 SINC HA0100 Piller's Copse SU76255230 3.04

17 SINC HA0280 Mabs Copse SU76305518 4.78

18 SINC HA0106 Lousey Moor 
North-East

SU76405270 1.08

19 SINC HA0107 Furzy Moor SU76405430 7.82
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Map label Status SINC Ref. SINC Name Grid Ref. Area (ha)

20 SINC HA0111 Tudor Farm Shaws SU76505393 1.67

21 SINC HA0253 Mousey Row SU76535341 2.37

22 SINC HA0119 Yew Tree Copse SU76805290 4.11

23 SINC HA0120 Blacklands Copse, 
Winchfield

SU76805400 3.22

24 SINC HA0262 Small Copse, 
Winchfield

SU76855470 0.46

25 SINC HA0121 Yew Tree 
Copse North

SU76905303 0.86

26 SINC HA0125 Round Copse 
and Shaw

SU77105360 1.75

27 SINC HA0126 Hellet's Copse SU77205340 3.88

28 SINC HA0284 Winchfield Hurst 
Grassland South

SU77325381 2.53

29 SINC HA0285 Pale Lane Marsh SU78335469 3.31

30 SINC HA0146 Pale Lane Field SU78455476 0.56

31 SINC HA0147 Hungerford Farm 
Meadow & Copse

SU78505450 2.84

32 SINC HA0154 Gunner's Copse SU78705380 2.21

Table 5.3: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)

Status SSSI Name

SSSI Odiham Common with Bagwell Green and Shaw

SSSI Basingstoke Canal
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The Basingstoke Canal

ΏλΐϪThis freshwater Canal is of national 
importance for aquatic plants and 
invertebrates. With its corridor of associated 
aquatic habitats and terrestrial flashes, 
conservation areas and SINCs it produces 
extremely diverse flora, including nationally 
scarce species. It supports a correspondingly 
rich range of fauna and wildlife.ϲ΋2

Ώλ7ϪThe Basingstoke Canal Conservation 
Area is divided from West to East by Hart 
District Council. In 2009 nine Character 
Location Areas were defined each with 
key characteristics, views, and vistas 
and according to historical development, 
activity, and setting. The length from the 
Odiham Wharf to the Barley Mow Bridge 
(the Canal’s most northerly point within the 
District) is designated as Character Location 
Area 3. Recent views and vistas are shown 
in the Winchfield Landscape Character 
Assessment and Key Views, area 6 
‘Basingstoke Canal and Dogmersfield Edge.

ΏλΒϪHampshire is botanically the richest 
county in the British Isles. Approximately 
30,000ha of woodland of ancient origin in 
Hampshire is home to some of the rarest 
and most important ancient woodland 
vascular plants and some of the richest and 
most diverse arable flora of any county in 
Britain. The county is outstanding for the 
range of nationally rare and threatened 
species. Per hectare the significantly high 
number of identified species found in our 
tiny (relative to the size of Hampshire) 
Parish of Winchfield which are classified 
as ‘notable and protected’ or ‘nationally 
threatened and endangered’ is astonishing.

ΏλΓϪA total of 650 different wildflowers 
have been recorded here since 1970, the 
biodiversity of this Parish is extraordinary, 
particularly in ancient woodland, for an area 
so close to much denser urban development. 

΋2λϪ�ałingłŊoĐe �anal ���Aλ

It is remarkable that such a small area 
provides the diverse natural and semi 
natural habitats for so many threatened, 
vulnerable, rare, or scarce plants which 
need urgent and ongoing protection.ϲ΋3

Ώλ΋0ϪWoodland cover is one of the prevailing 
and distinguishing characteristics of the 
Parish. It provides a framework to the 
landscape, enclosing open fields to create a 
mosaic of farmland and woodland across 
the Parish. In other places it flanks the 
rural lanes connecting overhead to create 
attractive tunnels of vegetation. Of note is a 
sequence of small–medium sized Ancient 
Woodland blocks that extend in a north-
west to south-east alignment through the 
centre of the Parish. This sequence is a 
highly valuable network for local wildlife.

Ώλ΋΋ϪHabitat loss and degradation are the 
most significant threats to our wild plants, 
for species that are, or were once common, 
as well as the botanical rarities. Recent 
reports show that the UK is becoming one 
of the most ‘nature depleted’ countries in 
Europe. The loss of national biodiversity 
has occurred at an ever-increasing rate 
since the Second World War. Natural 
habitats have been lost, fragmented, or 
declined in quality and an estimated 
97% of wildlife meadows and 120,000 km 
of hedgerows have been destroyed.

Ώλ΋2ϪIn 1905 records tell us that the 
Parish had 243ha of arable land, 228ha 
of permanent grassland and 64ha of 
woodland. More than 100 years later it 
is quite remarkable to find that we have 
approximately 61ha of ‘ancient, semi-natural 
and replanted, woodland. Over the same 
time span there have been major changes 
in UK agriculture and a move towards 
ever larger fields which have altered rural 

΋3λϪ�ee �ĻĻendiŨ " öor ϝ8lora and >aŢen öor 
�iodiŢerłiŊũϞ, ϝRandłcaĻe �haracŊer, �P`ł and 
�AN�łϞ and ϝ>aęĻłhire �iodiŢerłiŊũ AnöoręaŊion 
�enŊre ό>�A�ύ ProŊecŊed and NoŊable �Ļecieł liłŊϞλ 

30 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



Figure 5.4: Priority Wildlife Areas

landscapes considerably. It is evident from 
our Parish landscape that successive 
generations of Winchfield landowners, 
residents and their local councils have 
valued, conserved, and managed this 
land with skillful care. The benefits today 
are that Winchfield landscapes have a 
rich diversity of trees, hedgerows and 
woods which provide the habitats, food, 
and safe routes to support wildlife.

Parish Landscape

Ώλ΋3ϪThe diverse rural landscapes 
within Winchfield have been assessed 
in an independent Landscape Character 
Assessment commissioned by the Parish 
Council.ϲ΋Ύ The document identifies 
and describes six landscape character 
areas (LCAs) within the Parish and 
includes a description of the unique 
combination of elements and features 
(characteristics) which make these areas, 
and the Parish overall, distinctive.

΋ΎλϪRandłcaĻe �haracŊer �łłełłęenŊ, Xichelle 
�olger, &ŨĻerŊ RandłcaĻe �onłulŊancũ

W inch f ield P arish
Boundary

I mportant H unting  
A reas f or Raptors,  
Birds and Bats

Basing stoke
Canal

Canal
Conserv ation
area 

P riority H ab itat

Site of Special
Scientif ic I nterest
( SSSI )  

A ncient 
W oodland 
semi- natural

H edg erow s

A ncient W oodland
replanted

F loodplain g raz ing
marsh  

Site of  I mportance
f or N ature
Conserv ation ( SI N C)

31Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



�erial Ţieţ oö �he >urłŊ

�ĻraŊł >aŊch �ridge bridleţaũ Ŋo �agţell Rane  ieţ oŢer öarę gaŊe aŊ �ţanł 8arę

32 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



Ώλ΋ΎϪKey characteristics have been 
identified for each LCA within the 
Landscape Character Assessment. Key 
characteristics are those combinations 
of elements which help to give an area 
its distinctive sense of place. If these 
characteristics change, or are lost, there 
would be significant consequences for the 
current character of the landscape, and the 
overall sense of place within the Parish.

Ώλ΋ΏϪWoodland cover is one of the prevailing 
and distinguishing characteristics of the 
Parish. It provides a framework to the 
landscape, enclosing open fields to create a 
mosaic of farmland and woodland across 
the Parish. In other places it flanks the 
rural lanes connecting overhead to create 
attractive tunnels of vegetation. Within this 
woodland framework is a high occurrence 
of Ancient Woodland and Sites of 
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs).

Ώλ΋ΐϪIn order to conserve the sense of place 
within Winchfield Parish, it is important 
that future development proposals respect 
the distinctive landscape character 
described in the Landscape Character 
Assessment, having particular regard 
to the key characteristics identified.

Overhead Lines

Ώλ΋7ϪResidents wish to maintain the rural 
landscape and, as has been done in other 
recent developments, require that new 
development should be designed with 
electricity and other infrastructure cables 
buried beneath the ground with no new 
poles or masts added to the rural landscape. 
Within the parish, overhead power and 
telephone wires have a detrimental impact 
on the quality of the area. It is possible to 
get these placed beneath ground, and their 
removal where possible would improve the 
environment and character of the landscape.

Policy NE1: Landscape 
Character 

Development should respect the 
key characteristics of the landscape 
character areas identified and 
described in the Winchfield Landscape 
Character Assessment. Development 
will be permitted only where it:

a) retains and reinforces the key 
characteristics of the parish, having 
regard to the relevant landscape 
character area description, 

b) is designed and sited to harmonise 
with the existing landscape, and 

c) provides landscape impact 
mitigation measures as part of 
the proposal where needed. 

Proposals for new development outside 
the defined Settlement Boundaries of 
Winchfield Court, Winchfield Hurst 
and Beauclerk Green and changes 
in the use of land should usually 
be accompanied by a Landscape 
and Visual Impact Appraisal that 
demonstrates how the proposal: 

d) can be accommodated in the 
existing landscape without 
having an unacceptable impact, 
by reason of height, scale, 
materials, siting, and location, 

e) retains and reinforces the key 
characteristics of the parish, having 
regard to the relevant landscape 
character area description, and,

f) avoids physical and visual 
coalescence with the neighbouring 
settlements of Fleet, Hook, Hartley 
Wintney and Dogmersfield.
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Key Views

Ώλ΋ΒϪA separate appraisal of views has been 
undertaken as part of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Landscape Character Assessment in 
order to identify and describe Key Views 
within Winchfield Parish.  The Key Views 
document  supports Policy NE2 and should 
be read in conjunction with the policy.ϲ΋Ώ

Ώλ΋ΓϪThe landscape of Winchfield is 
relatively complex. Development is 
infrequent and dispersed in clusters across 
the Parish and there is no clear ‘village 
centre’. A high coverage of woodland 
combined with a gentle topography 
means that views are often localised, and 
focused. There are few long-distance 
views. The dispersal of distinctive 
buildings, and high coverage of woodland 
has led to a larger number of Key Views 
being identified than might otherwise 
be the case in a less wooded Parish.

Ώλ20ϪThe descriptions of the Key Views 
include notes on things that might detract 
from the views and the possible risks to 
them. The current detractors include the 
M3, the railway and the high voltage lines. 
Risks generally concern changes that might 
impact the character and amenity of the 
view, such as the expansion of development 
surrounding an existing residential cluster. 
Although not referenced in relation to 
any specific views, a general risk to visual 
amenity within the Parish is the ambition 
by Hart District Council for a new settlement.

Ώλ2΋ϪLandscapes inevitably change over 
time, but the quality and appropriateness 
of outcomes can vary. It is not intended to 
prescribe how landscape change occurs, but 
it is recommended that the management of 
change respects the landscape qualities and 
views that have been identified. Examples 
of how the landscape might be managed 

΋ΏλϪPeũ  ieţł, Xichele �olger &ŨĻerŊ 
RandłcaĻe �onłulŊancũλ

in relation to the conservation of Key 
Views include, where relevant, continued 
management of foreground vegetation so 
that views can continue to be enjoyed (e.g., 
where views have been identified looking 
over/above a hedgerow) and continuing 
not to mow grassy verges alongside 
rural lanes, where these contribute to 
the character and quality of views.

Ώλ22ϪIn total, the appraisal identifies 26 Key 
Views ( as shown on Figure 5.5) which is 
a product of the diverse landscape within 
the parish. It also describes the experience 
and appreciation of Winchfield’s landscape 
qualities at each of the locations. Each 
view is fully described in the Key Views 
document however Figure 5.6 summarises 
the landscape qualities of each viewpoint 
which are illustrated by Figure 5.5.

Policy NE2: Protection 
of Key Views

Key views from public vantage points 
in Winchfield, as identified by Figure 
5.5, will be retained and reinforced 
to maintain the attractiveness of 
distinctive views within the Parish. 
Proposals for development within the 
key views should be accompanied 
by a Landscape and Visual Impact 
Appraisal that demonstrates how the 
proposal will retain and reinforce 
the view(s). Development proposals 
will not be supported which have 
an unacceptable impact on the 
characteristics of important views 
identified by Figure 5.5 and Figure 5.6. 



Figure 5.5: Key Views in Winchfield

�ee 8igure Ώλΐ oŢerleaö öor dełcriĻŊion oö Ţieţłλ
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Summary of 
Landscape Qualities

Key View

΋ 2 3 Ύ Ώ ΐ 7 Β Γ ΋0 ΋΋ ΋2 ΋3 ΋Ύ ΋Ώ ΋ΐ ΋7 ΋Β ΋Γ 20 2΋ 22 23 2Ύ 2Ώ 26

Infrequent and dispersed 
residential clusters small 
in scale, well defined and 
characterised by a rural setting.

Sense of being within an extensive 
area of rural countryside.

A mosaic of farmland and 
woodland, with Ancient Woodland 
and assarted character.

Localised concentrations of 
woodland – strongly wooded 
and rural character

Network of attractive rural lanes 
flanked by unmown grassy verges, 
hedgerows and trees –with 
‘tunnels’ of foliage overhead.

Locally distinctive areas 
of heathland.

Locally distinctive areas of water 
meadow and riparian vegetation.

Historic landscape pattern 
of ancient woodlands and 
hedgerows intermixed with 
clustered farms, historic 
buildings, and interconnecting 
rural lanes and footpaths.

Strong sense of history derived 
from heritage assets such as Grade 
I Norman St Mary’s Church.

Dispersed farms that have retained 
a rural setting and a strong 
association with the countryside.

Attractive buildings constructed 
in the vernacular style of 
mid red brick & distinctive 
style at Winchfield Court.

Distinctive areas of former 
parkland and remnant 
estate buildings.

The Basingstoke Canal 
Conservation Area.

A network of public rights of way 
which includes promoted routes 
of Three Castles Path, the Brenda 
Parker Way, and King Alfred’s Way.

Figure 5.6: Landscape Qualities in Key Views and Locations
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΋0ν �ałingłŊoĐe �anal �oţĻaŊh ΋΋ν 8ooŊĻaŊh near �Ŋ XarũϞł �hurch ΋2ν �agţell Rane
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Coalescence with 
Neighbouring Parishes

Ώλ23ϪWinchfield is right at the centre of 
Hart District. Except for a short section 
on the A30, the Parish boundary is 
entirely green comprising farmland, 
fields, hedgerows, and ancient woodland. 
The natural gaps that exist between 
existing areas of settlement in the Parish 
with Fleet, Hook, Hartley Wintney and 
Dogmersfield currently prevent coalescence 
between Winchfield and its neighbours. 

Ώλ2ΎϪWithin the parish the presence of 
small, distinct areas of houses and other 
buildings which are separated by the natural 
landscape is a defining characteristic 
of the ‘dispersed settlement pattern’ of 
Winchfield. These are referred to as ‘hamlets’ 
or ‘clusters’ in this Plan and accompanying 

documents. The Landscape Character 
Assessment identifies the significance of 
the space between them, and it is essential 
that such natural features are maintained.

Ώλ2ΏϪThis Neighbourhood Plan therefore 
underscores the importance of Policy NBE2: 
Landscape in the adopted Local Plan which 
requires that development proposals respect 
and wherever possible enhance the special 
characteristics, value or visual amenity of 
the District’s landscapes. Criterion (e) to the 
policy makes it clears that development 
proposals should “… not lead to the physical 
or visual coalescence of settlements, or 
damage their separate identity, either 
individually or cumulatively with other 
existing or proposed development.” The 
supporting text to this policy makes it 

Figure 5.7: The Dispersed Settlement Pattern
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Figure 5.8: Brenda Parker Way

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023

clear that development that would result 
in a perception of settlements coalescing, 
or which would otherwise damage their 
separate identity, will be resisted.

Ώλ2ΐϪIn view of the dispersed 
settlement pattern in Winchfield this 
Neighbourhood Plan fully supports the 
provisions of Local Plan Policy NBE2 
and the accompanying text to guide 
development proposals. See Figure 5.7.

Brenda Parker Way

Ώλ27ϪTo the north west of the parish is a 
‘green lane’, an ancient sunken footpath on 
the Winchfield / Hook Parish boundary. This 
path, a section of the Brenda Parker Way 
which is a part of the National Footpath 
Network has, for some years been a BOAT 
(Byway Open to All Traffic). The permitted 

use of wheeled vehicles has caused 
considerable damage to the path and the 
flora on either side. As the most historic 
path in the Parish there is significant 
evidence of rare and notable species of 
flora and the overhead canopy provided by 
the ancient trees is a vital wildlife corridor. 
Application is being made for this path to 
be classified as a Site of Interest for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) and to reclassify the 
BOAT as a bridleway thereby restricting 
other uses which may cause further damage 
to this historic route. A world first project 
is currently underway mapping sunken 
lanes to analyse and understand their 
cultural value; the initial findings will be 
published by Natural England in 2023.
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areas are vital environments for nest 
sites and food sources. All new planting 
will, over time, enhance the key views 
which residents particularly value.

Ώλ3΋ϪThe extensive open watercourse 
network within the Parish coupled 
with roadside verges and banks plays 
a critical part in controlling flooding in 
Winchfield. They also provide flora and 
fauna habitat and are pleasing to the eye 
on a seasonal basis. The ditches behind 
the verges on some lanes are kept clear 
by landowners and help significantly 
with run off from the fields. Hedge flailing 
and verge cutting is done annually in 
autumn to cause the least disruption to 
wildlife nesting and hibernating. Wherever 
possible the Parish aims to reduce the 
impact of traffic on our narrow country 
lanes to preserve verges and banks.

Ώλ32ϪTo the north and south of the high 
embankment of the railway line is an 
extensive area of neutral grassland, 
rough pasture, meadow, scrubland and, 
in times of heavy rainfall, a floodplain 
grazing area. The railway corridor is 

[Left]
&ŨaęĻleł oö Ŋhe 
Žora and öauna 
łĻecieł öound 
in Ŋhe Ļariłh 
oö Winchfield

"oręoułe

Ώλ2ΒϪTo provide further protection to this 
important path Winchfield Parish Council 
is working with Hook Parish Council to 
safeguard the historical and biodiverse 
importance of the path and its setting 
which is defined as a landscape corridor 
in the Winchfield Landscape Character 
Assessment. For the avoidance of doubt, 
this Plan does not make any formal 
designations within the Parish of Hook.

Policy NE3: Brenda 
Parker Way

The Brenda Parker Way corridor 
as shown on Figure 5.8 has been 
designated to safeguard the ancient 
sunken path or ‘green lane’ which 
is part of Brenda Parker Way. 
This section of the long-distance 
path is a shared Parish boundary 
between Hook and Winchfield. 
Development which safeguards 
the Brenda Parker Way corridor, 
and its setting will be supported. 

Flora and Fauna

Ώλ2ΓϪMost of the Parish is characterised as 
Medium Irregular Assarts—land converted 
from woodland. Ancient woodlands, 
which have disappeared from so much 
of England, punctuate the mosaic of 
fields and include several areas which 
offer abundant seasonal wildflowers.

Ώλ30ϪFlora and fauna will be enhanced 
by the planting of new native trees and 
hedgerows to provide shelter, food, nesting 
sites and safe passage for birds and small 
mammals. Where possible these will create 
continuous wildlife corridors across the 
Parish. Additionally, landowners will be 
encouraged to leave undisturbed areas 
of old standing and fallen wood in both 
ancient and replanted woodlands. Such 
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Figure 5.9: Trees, TPOs, Woodland and Hedgerows

an important biodiversity asset; the 
steep embankments of the railway are 
covered with a jungle of brambles, shrubs, 
herbaceous plants and small trees. The area 
is rich in invertebrates, small mammals 
and nesting birds, and the embankments 
provide a broad wildlife corridor across 
the northern part of the parish. This 
undisturbed area is vital habitat for owls, 
raptors, bats, small mammals and other 
wildlife to nest, breed, and forage for food.

Ώλ33ϪIt is important that future actions 
ensure sensitive management of our 
environment to encourage native flora 
and fauna. The protection of ancient 
woodland, open countryside, hedgerows, 
copses and other wildlife habitats which 

together form the distinctive landscape of 
Winchfield is essential whilst encouraging 
carefully controlled development to 
meet the housing needs of the village.

Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows

Ώλ3ΎϪTrees and hedgerows perform 
a number of important roles in 
supporting biodiversity, providing 
attractive shade/shelter and generally 
improving health and amenity. 

Ώλ3ΏϪThe National Association of Local 
Councils (NALC) in partnership with the 
Woodland Trust, the National Union of 
Students (NUS) and the Tree Council has 
produced a ‘Tree Charter’. The Charter 
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Policy NE4: Trees, 
Woodlands and Hedgerows  

Development proposals which would 
result in the loss of or damage to 
ancient woodland and ancient or 
veteran trees will not be supported 
unless there are wholly exceptional 
reasons. The loss of or damage 
to other areas of woodland, trees 
and hedgerows will be resisted. 

Proposals which impact on trees 
and hedgerows should provide for 
their retention and be accompanied 
by a survey that establishes 
the health and longevity of any 
affected trees and hedgerows. 

Proposals for minor or major 
developments should make provision 
for new tree and hedgerow planting 
with locally native species. 

Ώλ3ΒϪIn recognition of the rural 
landscape the District Council will be 
requested to make Tree Preservation 
Orders where the removal of trees and 
woodlands would be detrimental to the 
character of the surrounding area.

now enjoys the support of more than 70 
other organisations and the NALC believe 
that town and parish councils have a key 
role in protecting trees and woodlands 
by embodying the principles in helping 
people to understand and appreciate the 
value of trees in their neighbourhood. The 
flexibility of Neighbourhood Planning, NALC 
believes, provides an ideal opportunity 
for councils to enact the Tree Charter. 
To do so effectively, an essential pre-
requisite is that councils understand the 
tree cover within their jurisdiction.ϲ΋ΐ

Ώλ3ΐϪWinchfield Parish Council is 
participating and is now a ‘Charter Branch’  
committed to delivering the Tree Charter to 
our community. Other national incentives 
are also supported to plant new native trees, 
hedgerows, and wildflowers to provide 
support for wildlife. ‘Free Trees’, funded by 
the Parish Council, have been offered to all 
homes and enthusiastic residents are keen 
to play their part to support these initiatives. 
In the first tranche of applications 96 
applicants requested 230 trees and over 
2,000 hedge saplings. This represents one 
third of the households in the Parish.

Ώλ37ϪThe first Tree Preservation Order 
(TPO) in Hart District was made in 1949. In 
Winchfield today there are 99 individual 
trees protected and 11 ‘wooded areas’ of 
group TPOs. The Parish Council is keen 
to ensure that additional TPO’s are made 
where individual trees or woodland are 
threatened by development. Additionally, 
where development is likely within 
the vicinity of ancient woodland it is 
essential that ‘standoff’ distances are 
established in consultation with nature 
conservation bodies and implemented 
via the planning application process.

΋ΐλϪ�ee �ĻĻendiŨ " öor Winchfield �reeł and Ŋhe �ree 
�harŊer Н RandłcaĻe �haracŊer, �P`Ϟł and �AN�łλ
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Biodiversity

Ώλ3ΓϪHampshire Biodiversity Information 
Centre (HBIC) has provided information 
about habitats in Hart which require active 
conservation measures. In addition to its in-
house data sets relating to biodiversity, HBIC 
also has copies of the listings supplied by 15 
specialist partner organisations. There are 
20 species recorded in the Parish considered 
as ‘sensitive’ by the relevant specialist 
groups and prescriptive locations of those 
sites are not routinely disclosed. Six species 
of birds, 12 species of bats, the otter, and 
the badger have this special classification. 
In addition to the ‘sensitive’ list there is a 
further list “notable and protected” with 
more than two hundred named species 
of flora and fauna found in Winchfield.ϲ΋7

΋7λϪ�ee aĻĻendiŨ " öor �he >�A� 8lora and 
8auna, ProŊecŊed and NoŊable liłŊλ

Ornithology and Falconry

ΏλΎ0ϪWinchfield offers many opportunities 
for ornithologists and a list of more than 100 
birds which might be seen here indicates 
how the biodiversity of Winchfield supports 
such a variety of resident and visiting birds.ϲ΋Β

ΏλΎ΋ϪWinchfield is rich in wildlife that 
thrives in its variety of habitats; wetlands 
and field edges support vertebrates, small 
mammals, and insects that in turn support 
a huge variety of birds, many of which 
are protected species. Winchfield is also 
under the flight path for many breeds of 
waterfowl, geese and ducks which visit the 
wildlife haven of Tundry Pond which lies 
close to our southern boundary, Winchfield 
House lake and the Winchfield fishing 
ponds within our parish boundary.

ΏλΎ2ϪThe fields where the hedges are 
long established and of good quality are 
particularly important for birds and small 
mammals. In the copses and wooded areas 
away from the intrusion of noise from 
the M3 Common Buzzards, Tawny Owls, 
Little Owls and Short-eared Owls can be 
seen. Around Lousey Moor and across the 
meadows offers sightings of Barn Owls, 
Little Owls, Tawny Owls, Common Buzzards 
and Kestrels. The distinct call of the Short-
eared Owl is a common sound in the early 
evening. Pipistrelle Bats are often seen at 
twilight particularly near Round Copse, 
Hellet’s Copse and the Arch Plantation.

ΏλΎ3ϪRegular visitors to the area each 
summer include Hobbies and Merlins as 
they migrate. The area south of the railway 
line all the way from Cranford’s Farm to Pale 
Lane and beyond towards the Edenbrook 
Estate is a vitally important water meadow, 

΋ΒλϪ�he >aęĻłhire `rniŊhologũ liłŊ and 
baŊ inöoręaŊion ił in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ
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very busy with Barn Owls, Water Birds, 
and Hares (which are also seen near 
Round Copse). Barn Owls are of concern 
as their numbers are in serious decline.

ΏλΎΎϪIt is quite remarkable that the 
biodiversity within the Parish which in 
some way or another is considered by 
experts to be ‘special’ has been catalogued 
over recent decades by at least 4,000 
formal records devoted to at least 1,000 
species. These data sets deliberately exclude, 
for example, ‘common’ species of birds, 
farm and companion animals, reptiles 
and amphibians, rodents and countless 
insects, beetles, spiders and so on. HBIC 
has provided documentation which details 
how many amphibians and reptiles are 
present in Winchfield including, 96 species 
of birds, 54 species of flowering plants, 
84 butterflies and moths, four species of 
dragonflies and 12 species of bats which 
are listed as ‘notable and protected’; some 
of these are rare and some endangered.

ΏλΎΏϪThat so many different species of 
bats have been recorded in Winchfield is 
very encouraging. Hampshire Bat Group 
and the Bat Conservation Trust request all 
bat sightings be recorded to help provide 
appropriate protection for them. Bats 
face many threats, including from loss of 
habitat, loss of roost sites, light pollution 
and decline in the abundance of nocturnal 
insects. Foraging areas and commuting 

PiĻiłŊrelle �aŊ

routes, such as the woodlands and 
undisturbed open rough grassland areas 
of Winchfield, are particularly important 
for their survival; one tiny pipistrelle 
bat can eat up to 3,000 insects a night.

Dark Skies

ΏλΎΐϪThere are very few streetlights 
in Winchfield and those that exist are 
near the station and in Beauclerk Green. 
The night sky is therefore largely free 
from light pollution. Light pollution is 
a generic term referring to artificial 
light which shines where it is neither 
wanted nor needed. In broad terms, there 
are three types of light pollution:

• skyglow – the pink or orange glow we 
see for miles around towns and cities, 

• glare – the uncomfortable 
brightness of a light source

• light intrusion – light spilling beyond 
the boundary of the property on which 
a light is located, sometimes shining 
through windows and curtains

ΏλΎ7ϪCPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England has, using data based on satellite 
maps from 2016, provided interactive maps 
which allow us to see that Winchfield, right 
in the centre of Hart, is largely a dark area 
until you move to the north west of the 
Parish where the station, the M3 and our 
more urban neighbours increase the levels 
of light pollution. On this map the colours of 
blue show the darkest skies. 
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There is increasing awareness of the impact 
that light pollution can have on wildlife, 
by interrupting natural rhythms including 
migration, reproduction and feeding 
patterns. Not only is light shining upwards 
where it isn’t needed and affecting the 
behaviour of wildlife it is wasting energy 
and money; lights can account for between 
15-30% of a council’s carbon emissions. 

Most residents are aware that setting 
minimum ‘on’ times to their security lights 
significantly contributes to Winchfield’s 
dark skies and benefits wildlife activity, 
particularly the bats and owls which are 
regularly seen and heard in the Parish. 

The Parish Council is therefore keen 
to ensure that development proposals 
involving the provision of outdoor lighting 
contain the minimum necessary for 
security and safety reasons with light 
spillage and glare being minimised by the 
use of suitable cowls or other deflectors, 
particularly where the development is in 
the countryside or on a settlement edge.

΋ΓλϪ9uidance on hoţ Ŋhił can be achieŢed ił ĻroŢided 
in 9uidance NoŊe ΋ öor Ŋhe reducŊion oö obŊrułiŢe 
lighŊ ό202΋ύ, AnłŊiŊuŊe oö RighŊing Proöełłionalłλ

Policy NE5: Dark Skies

To maintain Winchfield’s Dark 
Skies all proposals involving the 
installation of outdoor lighting should

a) provide the minimum level 
necessary for the secure and safe 
operation of the development 

b) minimize light spillage and glare 
(especially where the development 
is in the countryside or on the 
edge of a settlement) and 

c) not have an adverse impact 
upon highway safety, landscape 
character, biodiversity, or 
designated heritage assets. ϲ΋Γ

Biodiversity Action Plans

ΏλΎΒϪIn the last thirty years there have 
been many conventions, international, 
national, and within-country pledges to 
halt the decline in biodiversity globally, 
regionally, and locally. Our intention is 
“To conserve biodiversity in Winchfield 
for all those who live in and visit the 
Parish”—and to include not just the rare and 
endangered species but also the security 
of the biodiversity within our everyday 
travelling and working environments 
e.g. the network of village lanes, roadside 
hedgerows, ditches and verges. 

ΏλΎΓϪThe rural nature of Winchfield 
is greatly valued and residents 
overwhelmingly support objectives 
which promote and sustain the rich 
biodiversity of the Parish. Conservation and 
management of the natural environment 
is important to those living in the village 
and they wish to support initiatives 
which will sensitively manage the 
farming landscapes and ecosystems.

ΏλΏ0ϪAwareness of our biodiversity heritage 
will underpin and inform decision-
making on the future development of 
Winchfield. In keeping with National and 
County objectives we have ambitions to:

• Raise local awareness of the need 
for biodiversity conservation,

• Investigate opportunities for habitat 
enhancement and restoration,

• Monitor targets for species and habitats,

• Identify those targets which are 
most appropriate locally and 
reflect the values of residents,
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• Continue to support and develop 
partnerships with local groups and 
Councils—action on biodiversity 
must be built on consensus,

• Seek financial and human resources 
sufficient to implement our objectives, and

• Refine those objectives and expectations 
over the duration of the Plan.

ΏλΏ΋ϪThese ambitions will be addressed 
during the life of this plan as community 
aspirations. See Section 9.

ΏλΏ2ϪHart district has an overall population 
density of 4.2 persons per hectare (2011 
census) whereas Winchfield is just 
0.9 persons per hectare. The very low 
density and therefore the lack of human 
intervention is reflected in the abundance 
of flora and fauna in our Parish; it is a 
very rare and special environment.

ΏλΏ3ϪWinchfield is in complete harmony 
with the District Council’s biodiversity 
planning goal: “to continue protecting 
habitats and species within the District 
and to enhance existing areas for 
wildlife through development mitigation, 
positive management of designated 
sites and by working with local groups 
to deliver enhancement projects”.

ΏλΏΎϪThe NPPF provides planning policy 
on conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment. The Hart Local 
Plan 2020 also contains relevant polices: 
NBE2—Landscape, NBE 3—Thames 
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area 
and NBE 4—Biodiversity, which provide 
more specific local requirements. The 
Neighbourhood Plan policies add detail 
to those national and local policies to 
safeguard the Natural Environment.

Policy NE6: Biodiversity 
Protection and 
Enhancement

Development proposals should retain, 
and where possible reinforce the value 
of  existing watercourses, wetlands, 
ponds, copses, woodlands, mature 
native trees, hedgerows, and roadside 
verges. The loss of, or material harm to, 
key features that are biodiverse, such 
as the Basingstoke Canal, and other 
natural features will not be supported 
if significant harm to biodiversity 
resulting from a development 
cannot be avoided, adequately 
mitigated, or compensated for. 

All development proposals will 
be supported where they provide 
a measurable net gain of 10% 
(minimum)ϲ20 in biodiversity 
through, for example, 

a) the creation of new natural 
habitats including ponds,

b) the planting of additional native 
trees and hedgerows (reflecting 
the character of Winchfield’s 
traditional hedgerows), and 

c) restoring and repairing 
fragmented biodiversity networks 
through, for example, additional 
planting and habitat creation.

20λϪ�nder Ŋhe &nŢironęenŊ �cŊ 202΋ all Ļlanning 
Ļeręiłłionł granŊed in &ngland όţiŊh a öeţ 
eŨeęĻŊionłύ haŢe Ŋo deliŢer aŊ leałŊ ΋0Й biodiŢerłiŊũ 
neŊ gain ęeałured ułing "eöraϞł biodiŢerłiŊũ ęeŊric
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Green Infrastructure

ΏλΏΏϪWinchfield, as a rural village at the 
very centre of Hart, is a critical and key 
player in the District Council’s ambition to 
promote and support Green Infrastructure 
across the District. Green Infrastructure is 
defined as “A network of multifunctional 
green space, urban and rural, which is 
capable of delivering a wide range of 
environmental and quality of life benefits 
for local communities. Green Infrastructure 
is not simply an alternative description 
for conventional open space. As a 
network it includes parks, open spaces, 
playing fields, woodlands, but also street 
trees, allotments, public rights of way 
and private gardens. It can also include 
streams, canals and other water bodies and 
features such as green roofs and walls”.

ΏλΏΐϪGreen Infrastructure projects in 
Winchfield will be Community Actions 
and investigation into possible projects 
will be promoted after the Neighbourhood 
Plan has been adopted. These will seek 
to implement initiatives that reflect the 
policies of the Plan. In understanding the 
scope for these projects, consideration 
will be given to how these will improve 
accessibility, enhance biodiversity, and 
provide health and well-being benefits.

Carbon Sequestration 
and Storage

ΏλΏ7ϪWinchfield undoubtedly makes 
important contributions to the Hart Action 
Plan as the “green-lung” of the District. The 
rural natural and semi-natural heritage 
of the Parish provides invaluable health 
benefits and recreational opportunities 
for both residents and countless visitors 
from neighbouring communities and far 
beyond. These same natural features also 
make a very significant contribution to 
the capture and storage of carbon within 
the Hart District. The Parish trees, and 
especially those older veteran and ancient 
ones which have grown for several decades 
under changing climatic influences, 
have magnificent green canopies which 
absorb CO2 and convert the carbon into 
biomass. The carbon captured canopy 
photosynthesis in native species such as 
oak, beech and horse chestnut can then 
be locked-up for centuries throughout the 
entire ecosystem in the form of living and 
dead wood and leaves, roots, surrounding 
vegetation and in soil organic matter or peat.
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ΏλΏΒϪTrees not only combat climate change 
as their leaves absorb CO2 and convert 
the carbon into biomass, they also help to 
prevent flooding, mitigate atmospheric 
pollution, reduce air and soil temperatures 
and help maintain the status and recycling 
of nutrients in soil. However, just 13% 
of the UK’s land area is under tree cover 
compared with an EU average of 37%. Not 
only are more trees needed nationally and 
regionally but also those we have in Hart 
require ongoing protection. District-wide 
and parochial initiatives, as described 
previously in this section, involve the 
planting of new trees and hedgerows as 
well as work to maintain the well-being 
of mature trees and ancient woodlands; 
these efforts will be encouraged and are 
enthusiastically supported in Winchfield. 

ΏλΏΓϪIn the early 1960s models developed 
by experts to estimate carbon storage 
per hectare by UK woodlands provided 
powerful evidence that the mixed species, 
deciduous native trees are significant 
contributors to “carbon banks”. Furthermore, 
calculations based on other independent 
estimates of the CO2 emissions footprint 
for the Parish indicate that the annual CO2 
sequestration rates by those same trees 
make an important contribution to the 
capture of carbon emissions year-on-year. 

Ώλΐ0ϪIn December 2022, scientific 
collaborators across Europe published data 
which confirm that the carbon storage 
by older trees in deciduous UK mixed-
species woodlands such as we have in 
Winchfield has been drastically under-
estimated and that the amounts of carbon 
trapped into biomass are in fact almost 
double the values originally predicted. 
The conviction expressed by those 
scientists is that “the carbon sink capacity 
in large, older mature trees is almost 
incalculable...those trees are incredibly 
important and their role is very difficult to 
replace by simply planting more trees”

Ώλΐ΋ϪWith a joint focus on the wellbeing 
of our heritage of veteran and ancient 
trees alongside the plantings of new trees 
and mixed native species hedgerows, 
Winchfield will continue to make important 
perennial contributions to the ambitions 
of Hart to combat climate change and to 
become a carbon-neutral District by 2040.
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Ώλΐ2ϪCarbon storage per hectare can be 
calculated; Winchfield is not only a potential 
sink for its own entire carbon output, but 
the native broadleaf woodlands alone 
are making a significant contribution 
as a sink for the capture of carbon 
emissions from the entire Hart District.ϲ2΋

Ώλΐ3ϪWinchfield will support, and wherever 
possible enhance, all Local Plan policies 
relating to reducing the impact of climate 
change with specific attention to:

• supporting renewable energy by use 
of solar panels, ground or air source 
heat pumps or current technologies,

• encouraging any new development 
proposals to meet or exceed renewable 
or low carbon energy technologies,

• reducing energy consumption 
through sustainable approaches to 
building design and layout by using, 
for example, low-impact materials 
and high energy efficiency,

• enhancing permeability in outdoor space 
by use of appropriate landscape materials 
and planting of hedges in preference 
to inert fencing or brickwork to assist 
land drainage and minimise flooding,

• encouraging rainwater recycling by use 
of water butts and other storage options,

• encouraging walking or cycling 
whenever possible by ensuring that 
footpaths, signage and road markings 
are maintained and appropriate.

ΏλΐΎϪThese matters are reflected 
by the requirements of Policy BE4—
Development Design Considerations 
and Policy P&C1—Public Rights of Way.

2΋λϪ�arbon �eĽuełŊraŊion ił in �ĻĻendiŨ 
"λ ϝ�ioęałłϞ ił in Ŋhe 9lołłarũλ

Policy NE7: Energy 
Efficiency and Generation

Proposals which contribute to 
energy efficiency and renewable 
low carbon energy generation 
will be supported subject to 
compliance with other development 
plan policies providing they: 

a) do not adversely affect the character 
and appearance of the landscape, 

b) do not result in the loss of higher 
quality agricultural land, 

c) improve biodiversity, and 

d) make provision for additional 
tree and hedgerow planting.
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Figure 5.10: Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area. SPA and 5km zone 
of influences with Winchfield Parish. (HBIC ref 10984. 27/09/2022) 

5 km b uf f er of all
SP A s

W inch f ield P arish T h ames Basin
H eath s SP A

Thames Basin Heaths 
Special Protection Area

ΏλΐΏϪWinchfield lies materially within the 
zone of influence of the Thames Basin 
Heaths Special Protection Area (TBHSPA) 
set at 5km linear distance from the SPA 
boundary.. Within this zone of influence 
Natural England has identified that 
additional housing development is likely 
to have a significant effect on the integrity 
of the SPA. Therefore, any proposals for 
new development within this zone must 
include measures to protect its integrity. 
New housing development within this 
zone will be required to demonstrate that 
adequate measures are put in place to avoid 
or mitigate any potential adverse effects.
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The Brick Kiln at ‘Dignity’



Objective 2

• Maintain, sustain and enhance our Historic Environment.

In this Section:

• Twelve centuries of history, Winchfield’s past can be seen across the Parish

• Why our historic environment must be cared for—our duty to future generations

• Listed buildings and monuments which tell our story

• Why our landscape is such an important setting for our historic buildings.

Includes:

• Archaeology—findings in the fields

• The Church of St Mary—the oldest Grade 1 listed building in Hart District

• The Hartley Wintney Union Workhouse (in Winchfield), 
Winchfield hospital and now Winchfield Court

• Building the Basingstoke Canal

• Winchfield Station—once critically important at the end of the line.

06 Historic 
Environment
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ΐλ΋ϪThere are 21 villages in the District of 
Hart which are mentioned in the Domesday 
Book. Winchfield is one of the six important 
settlements with churches. Mentioned in a 
Saxon document Circa AD727, as ‘Winesflet’ 
in the Domesday Book of 1086, and traced 
as ‘Winchelefeld’ meaning ‘open country’.

Archaeology

ΐλ2ϪWinchfield is probably a deserted 
medieval village and there have been 
significant archaeological finds in several 
areas of the village which support this 
theory. Many of the buildings around the 
Church of St Mary may well have been 
built on the sites of much earlier structures 
since the church would have been built to 
serve a community at that time. Although 
Winchfield is now polyfocal and has several 
dispersed ‘clusters’ of settlement this is 
probably the result of the gradual coalescing 
of small settlements or isolated farms.

ΐλ3ϪSuch dispersed settlements as ours, 
which still use the original lanes and paths, 
are now rare and Winchfield is an excellent 
example. Light Detection and Ranging 
(LIDAR) images of the area indicate that 
trackways and driftways, or droveways, 
clearly show routes to Dogmersfield, Odiham 
Common and Winchfield Hurst. Records in 
1665 show there were 41 occupied dwellings 
in Winchfield but no indication of where 
they were or the population at that time.ϲ22

ΐλΎϪThe most recent report available, The 
Archeological and Heritage Assessment 
Report 2021ϲ23 commissioned by Hart District 
Council for the proposed Shapley Heath 
Garden Community describes historic 
medieval parish of Winchfield and confirms 
The Hampshire Historic Environment 

22λϪ�ee aĻĻendiŨ " öor � Ţieţ oö ϝWinchfieldϞ 
öroę a local aęaŊeur archaeologiłŊ and 
ϝWinchfield >iłŊorũϞ öroę �llr �ię "aŢiełλ

23λϪ&nŢironęenŊal "ięenłion ParŊnerłhiĻ 
rełearch öor >arŊ "iłŊricŊ �ouncilλ

Record (HHER) which defines “Winchfield 
and Winchfield Hurst as Historic Rural 
Settlements”. These have been identified as 
they contain historic settlement features 
including the 12th century Church of 
St Mary and 18th century Court House 
Farm in Winchfield and the 18th Century 
Hurst Farm at Winchfield Hurst. They 
are depicted on the early county maps.

ΐλΏϪThe 2021 Assessment referred to above 
describes the Church as a “heritage asset of 
the highest significance”. It also describes 
how the heritage assets surrounding the 
Church retain a strong visual association 
and contribution to the setting.

ΐλΐϪThere are 29 listed buildings, two parks 
and gardens, 13 locally listed ‘Hampshire 
Treasures’, 20 pillboxes and 18 sarsen 
stones in Winchfield. There are also two 
documented areas of high archaeological 
potential and 14 listed ‘finds’; the historic 
environment and heritage assets of 
Winchfield are highly treasured and must 
be respected see Figure 6.1 and 6.2.ϲ2Ύ

ΐλ7ϪWhilst Local Plan and NPPF policies 
give good guidance for the protection, 
conservation and enhancement of 
heritage assets and their settings the 
area of surrounding landscape is not a 
designated asset. Winchfield, being a rural 
Parish, is fortunate to still have many listed 
buildings set in their original landscape 
and undisturbed by development. Such 
wider settings, which enhance their visual 
historical significance and contribution 
to the local character of the area, are 
becoming very rare and additional policies 
to give added protection to original historic 
landscape settings are appropriate.

2ΎλϪ�harŊ oö RiłŊed �uildingł and "ełignaŊed 
>eriŊage �łłeŊł ił in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ
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The Historic Landscape

ΐλΒϪHampshire’s Historic Landscape 
Assessment (HLA) stresses the 
importance of good planning to ensure 
that the landscape evolves in a way that 
leaves it rich and diverse in the future. 
Buildings, monuments, and conservation 
areas that may be designated in future 
assessments will also be protected, 
to maintain historic integrity.

ΐλΓϪFuture development should therefore 
respect the character of the landscape, the 
setting of listed buildings and the sense of 
place that exists so that the significance 
of our historic landscape can continue 
to be appreciated and understood.

ΐλ΋0ϪAnnex 2 of the NPPF defines 
‘significance’ as “The value of a heritage 
asset to this and future generations 
because of its heritage interest. The interest 
may be archaeological, architectural, 
artistic, or historic. Significance derives 
not only from a heritage asset’s physical 
presence, but also from its setting.” 

ΐλ΋΋ϪAs can be seen by Figures 6.1 and 
6.2 from Hampshire County Council 
many of the listed buildings and areas of 
archaeological interest currently sit in open, 
rural locations which enhance their visual 
historical significance and contribution 
to the local character of the area.
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Figure 6.1: Achaeological Sites and Finds. Winchfield Parish 
(07/04/2021. Hampshire County Council)
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Figure 6.2: Historic Buildings. Winchfield Parish (07/04/2021. Hampshire County Council)
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The Church of St Mary and 
the Surrounding Landscape

ΐλ΋2ϪSt Mary’s Church, the oldest Grade I 
listed building in the district of Hart, still 
stands alone in the fields as it did when 
it was built about 1150. Positioned almost 
centrally in the Parish it was originally 
built by the monks of Chertsey Abbey.

ΐλ΋3ϪThis outstanding example of Norman 
architecture is unusual in having survived 
the age of Victorian restoration with much 
of its fabric virtually as it was when the 
medieval masons finished it nine centuries 
ago. Many of the original Norman features 
remain to this day; of note are the Norman 
Tower Arch, Norman Chancel Arch, Font, 
the Pulpit, and ancient oak pews.ϲ2Ώ

2ΏλϪ�hurch oö �Ŋ Xarũ and Winchfield 
�ourŊ >iłŊorũ are in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ

ΐλ΋ΎϪThe church is surrounded by its 
associated churchyard, beyond which, 
(aside from two historic settlement 
features noted to north and west) is 
well vegetated agricultural land back-
dropped by enclosing woodland copses. 
As such the asset’s setting has a strong 
rural character which emphasises the 
separation of the church from its associated 
settlement of Winchfield Hurst to the 
east. This setting reinforces the church’s 
key associations with the other notable 
historic buildings in this isolated group.

U nlisted

Grade I I *

Grade I

Conserv ation 
A reas

Grade I I



[Right]
Winchfield �ourŊ, 
öoręerlũ �he 
WorĐhoułe

�Ŋ XarũϞł �hurch

ΐλ΋ΏϪThe School House opposite the Church 
was built in 1860. The architect was William 
Burges, a famous Victorian architect 
specialising in Gothic Revival style and well 
known for the ornate and very ornamental 
details of his illustrious works. The school 
is now divided into two private homes.

The Workhouse

ΐλ΋ΐϪThe Hartley Wintney Union Workhouse 
was built in 1871 to house 120 people. This 
later became Winchfield Hospital and 
was converted to housing in 1985 and 
is now known as Winchfield Court.

ΐλ΋7ϪThe first workhouse for this area was 
built in Hartley Wintney in 1835 on land 
gifted by the Mildmay family, “a convenient 
house, buildings and offices for the reception, 
accommodation and employment of the 
poor of the said Parishes”. This workhouse 
was in use until 1871 and when demolished 
the funds were put towards the new Union 
Workhouse which was built in Winchfield 
in 1870 at a cost of £11,739. It opened in 
1871 and the male and female ‘tramps’ 
wards were to the left and right of the 
entrance and then work-sheds, laundries, 
infirmary, fever wards, dining hall and 
offices all behind high, forbidding railings.

ΐλ΋ΒϪThe Union Workhouse became 
a hospital around 1894. Until 1948 the 
hospital was run by the local authority 
under the poor law and subsequently 
by the NHS. It became a hospital for 
geriatrics around 1962 and remained so 
until it closed in 1984. In 1985 the site was 
redeveloped to provide 33 homes. The main 
buildings were converted into residential 
houses and apartments supplemented 
by some new buildings in character and 
keeping with the original buildings. 
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�he �ałingłŊoĐe �anal

�andũ >ill �ridge

Building the Basingstoke Canal

ΐλ΋ΓϪThe Basingstoke Canal is an 
engineering achievement of great 
historical significance. Work began 
in 1787; the construction of the 60km 
(37-mile-long) canal was led by John 
Pinkerton and 200 men. It was dug by 
hand and finally completed in 1794. The 
canal was never the commercial success 
it might have been as road building 
improved around the same time and 
haulage by canal could not compete.ϲ2ΐ

ΐλ20ϪThere are 69 bridges over the canal; 
four cross the 5 km (3.1 miles) stretch 
of the canal which forms much of the 
southern boundary of Winchfield. Built 
in 1792 they were restored by Hampshire 
County Council in 1975 as part of the 
restoration work by Surrey and Hampshire 
Canal Society and an army of volunteers; 
51km (32 miles) of navigable canal was 
re-opened in 1991. The bridges are Grade 
II listed, considered by Historic England 
to be “of outstanding regional interest”.

ΐλ2΋ϪThe significance of the Canal as an SSSI 
is enriched by the historical significance 
and architectural value of various buildings 
and structures along the Parish route. These 
include Sarsen Stones, which may once 
have marked the parish boundary, pillboxes 
(which are relics of the role played by the 
Canal within the General Headquarters Line 
during the Second World War), and the 16th 
Century ‘Old Thatch’ Grade II listed Cottage.

2ΐλϪ�ałingłŊoĐe �anal ił in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ
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Winchfield �ŊaŊion

The London and South-
Western Railway

ΐλ22ϪThe railway arrived in September 1838. 
Shapley Heath Station, renamed Winchfield 
when the line was fully opened in 1839, 
was the end of the line from the London 
terminus at Nine Elms and took five years 
to build in sections. The adjacent stations 
of Hook and Fleet were not opened until 
1847 and 1883 respectively and neither 
had any goods yard facilities. As the only 
station in a large area Winchfield became 
the focus for all the local and West Country 
mail to and from London and hops were 
brought by cart from Alton to be carried 
to the London breweries. Houses were 
built around this north-eastern area of 
Winchfield and the Post Office at the top of 
Station Hill employed 12 postmen at its peak 
continuing to be an important distribution 
point for the Royal Mail for many years.

ΐλ23ϪIn 1904 the increase in freight and 
passengers led to the installation of an 
additional track in each direction resulting 
in two ‘up’ and two ‘down’ lines. Rail 
enthusiasts are frequent visitors as the 
station is very important for the Locomotion 
Preservation Societies who run steam 
hauled excursions. Winchfield is one 

of the few places where a water tanker 
can get close to the down platform. The 
station buildings at Winchfield are now 
recorded as Designated Heritage Assets.ϲ27

ΐλ2ΎϪThe Winchfield Inn opposite the station 
is a 17th Century Coaching Inn formerly 
named The Beauclerk Arms after the local 
landowner Lord Frederick Beauclerk. As 
commercial trade grew so did Winchfield 
which was on the main coaching route 
from London to Exeter. Milestones, listed 
as Grade II monuments, which marked 
this ancient village as an important route 
still stand on the old A30—now the B3016.

27λϪWinchfield �ŊaŊion ił in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ
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Figure 6.3: Nationally Designated Listed Buildings, Non-designated 
Heritage Assets, Hampshire Treasures and Sarsen Stones
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� łarłen łŊone

History at every Gateway

ΐλ2ΏϪApproach Winchfield from any 
direction and the gateway will be fields; your 
first view of the village will be a building 
with history and probably has nationally 
listed status. On the B3016 from Odiham 
on your right is ‘Chevertons’ dating from 
around 1600 and on your left the sight of 
the old Winchfield Brick Kiln at Dignity 
Pet Crematorium. Many bricks and roof 
tiles found in older Winchfield buildings 
including at the station and the hospital 
were made at the brick works from 1860.

ΐλ2ΐϪOn the same road coming from Hartley 
Wintney the North Lodge of Winchfield 
House is on your left. On Taplin’s Farm 
Lane are Vale Farm and Hurst Farm; 
on Pale Lane is Winchfield Court.

ΐλ27ϪFrom Odiham Common on Bagwell 
Lane Swans Farm sits back from the 
lane in the open fields with a glimpse of 
St Mary’s Church in the distance. From 
Chatter Alley, Dogmersfield, the Barley 
Mow Pub welcomes you. Winchfield is 
steeped in history; Figure 6.2 shows the 
location of all listed buildings in the Parish.

ΐλ2ΒϪIn addition to heritage assets 
listed in the Hampshire County Council 
Archaeology and Historic Buildings 
record Winchfield has additional sites and 
monuments which are shown at Figure 
6.3 as ‘Hampshire Treasures’ (Hampshire 
County Council but no longer available 
online) or ‘locally listed’ heritage assets.

ΐλ2ΓϪThe ‘Hampshire Treasures lists were 
initiated by Hampshire County Council 
in 1976 as the result of a challenge from 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s conferences 
held in 1963 and 1965 ‘Countryside in 
1970’. The second conference defined a 
countryside treasure as “those natural or 
man-made features of the countryside 
which are of public interest by reason of 

their aesthetic, archaeological, historic, 
scenic, scientific, sociological or traditional 
interest”. The Treasures Survey in 
Hampshire was led by Hampshire County 
Council and carried out by volunteer field 
correspondents.ϲ2Β As shown in Figure 6.3.

Sarsen Stones

ΐλ30ϪDistinctive standing stones, 
known as Sarsen Stones, are to be 
seen mostly on the Southern boundary 
of Winchfield. It is believed that they 
might have originally been situated 
as markers along the private carriage 
way from Chatter Alley to Dogmersfield 
Park (now the Four Seasons Hotel) 
and later moved to mark the boundary 
between Dogmersfield and Winchfield. 
Sarsen is a very hard and heavy form of 
sandstone, at least 40million years old.

2ΒλϪϝ>aęĻłhire �reałurełϞ are łhoţn 
on Ŋhe Ŋable in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ
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PillboŨ near 
�ţanϞł 8arę

ΐλ3΋ϪThere are 20 or more war time defences 
known as ‘pillboxes’ in Winchfield, many 
along the canal which was regarded as a 
critical part of the defence line. In recent 
years there has been a resurgence of 
interest in studying and restoring these 
buildings and there are various local groups 
of enthusiasts. All Pillboxes in Winchfield 
Parish are now recorded as protected 
assets in the Hampshire Archaeology and 
Historic Buildings Record (HAHBR).ϲ2Γ

ΐλ32ϪThe need to maintain historic integrity 
is clearly stated in the Hart Local Plan 2020 
which supports the importance of heritage 
assets and their settings. Objective 8 states 
“To conserve and enhance the distinctive 
built and historic environment in the District 
including the protection of the significance 
and special interest of heritage assets and 
their settings”. Policy NBE2—Landscape 
also provides that development proposals 
will be supported where there will be no 
adverse impact to historic landscapes 
and Policy NBE8—Historic Environment 
indicates that there is a “…need for a 
thorough understanding of the significance 
of the heritage asset and its setting and the 
importance of maintaining historic integrity.”

2ΓλϪ�arłen �Ŋoneł and PillboŨeł are in �ĻĻendiŨ "λ

ΐλ33ϪNPPF paragraphs 189—208 
provide clear guidance for designated 
and non-designated heritage assets, 
scheduled monuments, Listed Buildings, 
archaeological sites, and areas of 
archaeological importance. Paragraph 
189 recognises that heritage assets are an 
irreplaceable resource and that they should 
be conserved in a manner appropriate 
to their significance so that they can be 
enjoyed for their contribution to the quality 
of life of existing and future generations.

ΐλ3ΎϪIn addition to the requirement for 
planning permission, a separate Listed 
Building consent will be required for 
many works relating to Listed Buildings. 
The NPPF contains national policies 
relating to Listed Buildings and will be 
applied alongside the Local Plan and 
Neighbourhood Plan policies, as appropriate.

ΐλ3ΏϪIn considering whether to grant 
planning permission or listed building 
consent for development that has an 
impact on a Listed Building, or its setting, 
regard must be had to the desirability of 
preserving the Listed Building or its setting 
or any features of special architectural or 
historic interest which it possesses. This 
might require the establishment of buffer 
zones, as part of a mitigation strategy, the 
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need for which can only be established by 
gaining a thorough understanding of the 
affected heritage asset and in recognition 
that the appreciation of the asset will be 
dynamic and seasonal. Opportunities 
should also be taken to enhance and better 
reveal the significance of designated and 
non- designated heritage assets. This might 
be achieved, for example, by the removal of 
modern accretions or improved landscaping.

Policy HE1: Designated 
Heritage Assets

To ensure the conservation and 
enhancement of Designated Heritage 
Assets in the Parish, and to retain 
local distinctiveness, all proposals 
affecting a Designated Heritage 
Asset should be accompanied by a 
Heritage Statement. The level of detail 
in the Heritage Statement should 
be proportionate to the importance 
of the asset, the works proposed, 
and be sufficient to understand the 
potential impact of the proposal on 
its significance and or setting.

The Heritage Statement should identify 
as a minimum the significance of 
the asset, the potential impact of 
the proposal upon that significance, 
including the contribution made by 
its setting, and provide justification 
for the proposals in the light of that 
significance. Proposals which lead 
to substantial harm or total loss of 
significance to a heritage asset will 
not be supported. Proposals which 
lead to less than substantial harm 
to the significance of the heritage 
asset will be weighed against 
the public benefits that might 
accrue from the development.

If appropriate the Heritage Statement 
should clearly set out any mitigation 
measures that may be required 
including the possible establishment 
of buffer zones. All proposals which 
potentially affect heritage assets 
should have regard to Historic 
England advice and guidance.

ΐλ3ΐϪThe historic environment cannot 
be replaced; it is a finite resource that is 
particularly sensitive to new development, 
particularly in an age when the needs to 
our society change so rapidly. Winchfield 
is fortunate to benefit from a rich built 
heritage, with 29 Listed Buildings which 
are recognised nationally by their inclusion 
on the National Heritage List for England. 

ΐλ37ϪThese are spread across the village 
and contribute to the tapestry of the 
historic and built environment and 
include archaeological sites, the Church 
of St Mary, houses and farm buildings 
displaying a variety of styles and 
historic designs from many centuries. 

ΐλ3ΒϪ‘Listed Buildings’ are those which 
have been formally designated by the 
Government in accordance with advice 
from Historic England. These buildings have 
been recognised for their contribution on a 
national level, because of their architectural 
or historic interest and are graded according 
to their individual significance. As such 
they benefit from legal protection under the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 and prior consent must be 
obtained from the Local Planning Authority 
prior to certain works commencing. 
These are ‘Designated Heritage Assets’. 
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Non-designated Heritage Assets

ΐλ3ΓϪIn addition to nationally listed 
buildings, formally designated by the 
Secretary of State or included on the 
National Heritage List, there are also 
non- listed buildings, structures and sites 
that are locally significant. Near the oldest 
farms there are cottages which were 
previously farm buildings or homes for 
farm workers. Although not listed they add 
to Winchfield’s agricultural history. There 
are several such examples in Winchfield 
that make a positive contribution to the 
character and distinctiveness of the village. 
This may be due to their historic, aesthetic, 
evidential or communal value, architectural 
significance or a combination of these 
factors. These have been identified by 
plan-making bodies as having importance 
thereby meriting consideration in planning 
decisions but which do not meet the criteria 
for designated heritage assets. These 
are ‘Non-designated  Heritage Assets’.

ΐλΎ0ϪThe National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), 2021 defines a 
heritage asset as ‘a building, monument, 
site, place, area or landscape identified as 
having a degree of significance meriting 
consideration in planning decisions, 
because of its heritage interest. Heritage 
asset includes designated heritage 
assets and also non-designated heritage 
assets identified by the local planning 
or neighbourhood planning process. 

ΐλΎ΋ϪFigure 6.4 sets out the selection 
criteria which have been used in this 
Neighbourhood Plan for the purposes 
of identifying Non-designated Heritage 
Assets in the Parish. The selection criteria 
follows the Historic England guidance, 
Local Heritage Listing: Identifying and 
Conserving Local Heritage. Historic England 
Advice Note 7 (Second Edition) 2021. 

Policy HE2: Non-designated 
Heritage Assets

The significance of Non-designated 
Heritage Assets, including buildings, 
structures, features, archaeological 
sites and gardens of local interest 
should be conserved where possible. 

Proposals for any works that affect 
the significance or lead to the loss 
of a Non-designated Heritage Asset 
must be supported by a proportionate 
analysis of the significance of the 
asset to enable a balanced judgement 
to be made having regard to the scale 
of any harm or loss of significance to 
the Non-designated Heritage Asset.

In Winchfield the Non-designated 
Heritage Assets comprise:

• The Old School / The Old 
School House

• The Oast House

• The Grange

• Triangle Cottage

• The Memorial Tablet in 
St Mary’s Church

• The Chase

• The Mural at Winchfield Station

• Cranfield Cottages

• The Winchfield Inn

• Winchfield Lodge

• The Barley Mow Public House

• The Brickyard and Kiln.
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Ref Criterion Description

W> |ariŊũ

Directly associated with Winchfield History

Is it a rare surviving, or substantially unaltered 
example of a particular type, form or style of building 
or materials within the context of the local area?

�� �ełŊheŊic  alue

Especially striking aesthetic value or 
Architectural Connection

How does the aesthetic or design merit relate to the 
local character and distinctiveness of the district, 
including the form or architectural style of the asset, 
choice of materials and quality 
of workmanship?

9rouĻ  alue

Directly associated with the:

Does the asset form part of a grouping of assets 
which contribute positively to local character and 
distinctiveness?�> �griculŊural >eriŊage of Winchfield,

W� History of Winchfield �ŊaŊion and /or railway,
P` PołŊ `öfice / mail service,
�� History of the �ałingłŊoĐe �anal
WW History of Winchfield WorĐhoułe or the 

hospital.

>� >iłŊorical �łłociaŊionł Is the asset associated to any locally or historically 
significant figures including architects or builders or 
perhaps historic trades? 

�> �ocial and �oęęunal  alue

Directly associated with the Social History 
of Winchfield.

Directly associated with a specific area of the 
village/defines the historic activity of that area.

Does the asset contribute to the social and communal 
history of the area due to its location, form or use, or 
better inform our understanding of the social and 
communal progression of the locality and how this 
has shaped its local distinctive character?

Table 6.4: Criterion for identifying Non-designated Heritage Assets

Winchfield Non-Designated 
Heritage Assets List

ΐλΎ2ϪDetails for each entry include the name 
of the structure or group, a photograph and a 
brief description. This is intended as an aid 
for identification and is not an exhaustive 
list of the elements of significance. The 
list and more comprehensive information 
on each asset is in Appendix D.

• The Old School / The Old School 
House – WH, HA, AC, SH 

• The Oast House – AH, SH

• The Grange – AH, SH

• Triangle Cottage – WH, AC, HA

• The Memorial Tablet in St 
Mary’s Church – WH, SH

• The Chase – WH, PO, WS

• The Mural at Winchfield 
Station – WH, WS, SH

• Cranfield Cottages – WH, AH

• The Winchfield Inn – WH, WS, PO, HA

• Winchfield Lodge – WH, AC, HA

• The Barley Mow Public 
House – WH, BC, SH

• The Brickfield or brickyard 
and Kiln - WH, AH, HA.
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07 The Built 
Environment

Objective 3

• Influence the sustainability of our Built Environment for the benefit of all Parish residents.

In this Section:

• 2021 Census Data

• How Winchfield’s eclectic mix of housing styles developed over time

• Why the variety of housing styles and locations epitomises 
the unique character of the Parish.

• Supporting future proposals for dwellings which can become part of ‘the village’

• Encouraging new technologies in plans for sustainable homes.

Includes:

• Balanced housing stock mix to encourage younger families to live in or  return 
to Winchfield

• Existing Settlement Boundaries and one  new area for  Beauclerk Green and part 
of Station Road

• Plans for Affordable Housing.

• Development Design Considerations—architectural design, landscape, location, scale, 
height, density, water efficiency, external storage, broadband, electric vehicle charging 
points, low carbon energy and future technologies, residential parking requirements, 
gardens, road design.
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Housing Provision

7λ΋ϪThe original survey for the Winchfield 
Neighbourhood Plan in 2015 gave us a 
clear indication that residents want future 
development in the village to provide 
homes that will enable younger families 
to live here or be suitable for older people 
to downsize to. There was a very strong 
emphasis on enabling families to stay 
near to each other. The Housing Needs 
Survey which Winchfield Parish Council 
conducted in February 2021 provided the 
same feedback and this has been reinforced 
at community engagement meetings 
during the preparation of this Plan. 

7λ2ϪResidents have, at every opportunity, 
been invited to tell us what type of homes 
they want in Winchfield; how many 
bedrooms and aesthetically, what type of 
designs are appropriate and acceptable.  
Comments fed back at drop-in events 
overwhelming support small developments 
of smaller houses in similar styles to 
existing homes to harmonise with the 
area of the village in which they are built.

7λ3ϪRecently available Census data from 
the Office of National Statistics shows 
how life in the village has changed in the 
decade from 2011 to 2021 (Table 7.1). More 
people, particularly over 50s, fewer young 
people and more vehicles. The data shows 
Winchfield to be a wealthy area with a high 
proportion of larger houses, four bedrooms 
or more, owned outright or mortgaged. 
Buying or renting property in Winchfield 
is now beyond the reach of many younger 
families. As in other small communities 
the built environment is not responding 
to the proven demographics; availability 
of smaller homes is not being met.

7λΎϪHart is one of the areas that has 
been recognised as a high value area by 
Homes England. Property in Winchfield 
is expensive and it is hard for younger 

people to buy homes here. The Housing 
Needs Survey found that the average price 
paid for all sized properties sold within 
Winchfield over the previous 2 years would 
require 17 times the Hart median income 
of £37,082 and 23 times the Hart lower 
quartile income threshold of £27,137. 

7λΏϪStudies show there are concerns that 
housing designed for families is being 
occupied by older people, frequently only 
two people. Evidence suggests that there 
are substantial numbers of people who 
would like to move to smaller homes, 
but cannot find a suitable property. 

7λΐϪPotential ways to meet the changing 
demand for housing could involve providing 
new homes, ensuring that the existing 
housing stock is suitable and adaptable, 
and helping people to move to a home 
that is appropriate for their needs. The 
demand for inter-generational living will 
increase in the future and adaptability of 
homes will be a fundamental issueϲ30. 

7λ7ϪIn Winchfield we have elderly residents 
who would prefer to move to a smaller 
and more manageable sized home but 
stay in the village, particularly if they 
can be supported by family members. 
Winchfield residents want future 
development to focus on providing homes 
for local people and for those homes to 
be of a size which is more affordable.

7λΒϪRural villages need younger families 
to be part of the community if they are 
not to become, over time, populated only 
by older people. Winchfield supports 
sustainable development when sensitively 
positioned and in harmony with the 
existing rural cottages and the eclectic 
mix of older and historic buildings.

30λϪ�P ParliaęenŊλ >oułing öor older ĻeoĻle and 
localλgoŢλuĐωĻublicaŊionłωhoułingϒageingϒĻoĻulaŊion
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Table 71: Data from 2011 and 2021 census. This table shows some 
indicators of change in the village over ten years.

2011 2021

Total number of residents ΐΐΎ 7΋0 
όЃ7λ3Йύ

We łŊaŊe in Ŋhe Plan ŊhaŊ Ŋhere 
are 2ΓΎ dţellingł, Ŋhił nuęber 
includeł coęęercial Ļreęiłełλ

Nuęber oö houłeholdł 2Ύΐ 270

όЃΓλΎЙύ

More households with fewer occupants.

Accommodation type 2011 2021

Whole houłehold or bungaloţ 77λΓЙ Γΐλ3Й

8laŊ or aĻarŊęenŊ 2΋λ7Й 3λ3Й

More residents live in larger dwellings.

Age Profile 2011 2021

�nder Ώł ΏλΎЙ Ύλ΋Й

Ώϒ20 ΋7λΐЙ ΋΋λ3Й

20ϒΏ0 3Γλ0Й 3Ύλ΋Й

Ώ0ϒΒ0 32λΓЙ ΎΐλΏЙ

`Ţer Β0ł ΎλΓЙ 3λΓЙ

2021 census shows a significant increase in
residents over the age of 50. There is a 10%
reduction in the number of schoolchildren
(over 5yrs) or full time students. 

Households with cars or 
vans

2011 2021

0 carł or Ţanł 23λΏЙ 2λΓЙ

΋ car or Ţan Ύ΋λ3Й 23λ2Й

2 Ţehicleł 2ΐλ΋Й ΎΒλΏЙ

3 Ţehicleł Γλ΋Й 2ΏλΎЙ

There are many more cars and vans in Winchfield 
than in 2011 when nearly 25% of residents had no 
car at all and over 40% had only one car or van. In 
2021 less than 3% have no vehicle and nearly 50% 
have at least 2 vehicles.

Work and method of 
travel to work

2011 2021

WorĐ öroę hoęe 3΋λΏЙ ΎΐλΒЙ

�raŢel bũ Ŋrain 2λ0Й 3λ΋Й

�raŢel bũ car όdriŢer or 
Ļałłengerύ

ΎΓλ0Й Ύΐλ7Й

�icũcle or on öooŊ Γλ7Й 2λ2Й

"iłŊance Ŋo ţorĐ

Rełł Ŋhan ΋0Đę 3ΏλΎЙ ΋Ώλ΋Й

΋0 – 30Đę ΋ΎλΎЙ ΋7λΐЙ

More residents work from home but those who 
travel to work have slightly longer journeys than 
in 2011. Fewer people walk or cycle to work.

Household Tenure 2011 2021

`ţned ouŊrighŊ 32λΏЙ Ύ2λ΋Й

`ţned ţiŊh a ęorŊgage or loan 2ΓλΒЙ Ύ3λΓЙ

�ocial and ĻriŢaŊe renŊed or renŊ 
öree

37λ7Й ΋Ύλ0Й

Home ownership has increased.

Household composition 2011 2021

One person household 30λ2Й 20λ3Й

Single family household ΐ3λ0Й 7ΎλΒЙ

A significant increase in single family households

Number of bedrooms 2011 2021

΋ bedrooę ΋λ΋Й ΋΋λΎЙ

2 bedrooęł 27λ3Й ΋3λΎЙ

3 bedrooęł Ύ0λ0Й 3ΐλΒЙ

Ύ bedrooęł or ęore 2΋λ΋Й ΎΒλ7Й

More residents live in larger dwellings.
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7λΓϪWinchfield’s population has grown, 
and homes have been built, mostly on 
previously developed (brownfield) land, 
to encourage and accommodate growth 
of the population. Classed as a ‘minor’ 
village there is no housing target set 
for Winchfield by Hart District Council. 
New and much needed housing has 
been built over the last forty years in:

• Barley Mow Close, The Hurst,

• Beauclerk Green, formerly 
the station goods yard,

• Winchfield Crescent, on the land 
adjoining Winchfield Lodge

• King William Court, on the site 
of the old garden centre, and

• Shapley Grange on land adjoining 
Shapley Lodge which was previously 
used for the sale of animal feeds.

• Winchfield Court, formerly The 
Workhouse / Hospital.

Settlement Boundaries

7λ΋0ϪSettlement boundaries are a well 
utilised planning tool for guiding and 
identifying the limits to development 
for an individual village and are used 
to determine planning applications. A 
settlement boundary is a line that is 
drawn on a plan around a village, which 
usually reflects its built form and may 
also be known as a ‘village envelope’ or 
‘built-up development area’ see Figure 7.1.

7λ΋΋ϪIn general, there is a presumption 
in favour of sustainable development 
within a settlement boundary. Any land 
and buildings outside of the boundary 
line are usually considered to be open 
countryside where development would 
be regulated in line with stricter planning 
policies. It should, however, be noted that 
any land which has been included within 

Figure 7.1: Existing and new Settlement Boundaries

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100046602) 2023,Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023

T h e H urst
W inch f ield Court
Beauclerk Green / Station Rd

Residential 
property

Commercial
property
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Figure 7.2: Existing Settlement Boundaries

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100046602) 2022
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property

Commercial
property

T h e H urst
W inch f ield Court

the boundary line does not guarantee the 
approval of planning permission, as there 
will be other planning policies which will 
need to be adhered to also, for example, 
the safeguarding of important views.

7λ΋2ϪWinchfield currently has two 
Settlement Boundaries—Winchfield Hurst 
and Winchfield Court—which are defined 
by the Hart Local Plan. The settlement 
boundaries are shown in Figure 7.2.

7λ΋3ϪWinchfield Hurst includes Barley 
Mow Close and the Barley Mow Public 
House and contains 51 homes (including 
the public house). The area has its own 
historic identity associated with the 
earliest farmsteads in the village.

7λ΋ΎϪWinchfield Court is a contained 
development with its own clear identity. 
Converted from the old workhouse it also 
contains further homes built in a similar 
architectural style to the original building. 
There are 33 homes in this defined group.
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Figure 7.3: Beauclerk Green and Station Road Settlement Boundary

Residential 
property

Commercial
property

Beauclerk Green / 
Station Rd

New Settlement Boundary

7λ΋ΏϪWinchfield Parish Council will, 
via this Neighbourhood Plan, define 
a  new settlement boundary  around 
Beauclerk Green and part of  Station 
Road area as shown on Figure 7.3.

7λ΋ΐϪBeauclerk Green was developed on the 
site of the railway goods yard when that 
became disused and is a good example 
of building on previously developed 
(brownfield) land. Beauclerk Green has 48 
homes which includes 15 ‘Haig Housing 
Trust homes for ex-Service personnel’.

7λ΋7ϪThe settlement boundary around 
Beauclerk Green extends to include the 14 
adjacent houses on Station Road south of 
the railway bridge. This would result in 
the inclusion of 62 homes and recognise 

Beauclerk Green and Station Road as an 
identified settlement which relates to the 
railway and farming history associated 
with this part of Winchfield. This new 
settlement boundary is shown in Figure 7.2. 

7λ΋ΒϪThere are other clusters of housing 
and small hamlets across the Parish 
including Bagwell Lane, Shapley Heath, 
Shapley House, Shapley Lodge, Shapley 
Grange, King William Court,  Winchfield 
Crescent, Vale Farm, Potbridge Road, Old 
Potbridge Road and Sprats Hatch Lane. 
There are also farms and homes in more 
isolated rural situations which reflect the 
dispersed settlement pattern of Winchfield
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7λ΋ΓϪIt is important that all new 
development is carefully sited to 
minimise its impact upon the essentially 
open character of Winchfield and not 
adversely affect the natural beauty and 
landscape of the local and wider area. 
Existing areas of settlement, the space 
between them, and important views into 
and out of them should be respected. All 
accesses serving new development should 
seek to avoid increasing the number 
of openings onto rural lanes which 
are a safety concern and will detract 
from the rural nature of the village.

7λ20ϪHousing should be provided on a scale 
which is appropriate to the character of 
the village that will enable new residents 
to integrate easily into village life.
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New Homes in Winchfield

7λ2΋ϪAll new development should be of a 
size and scale which is appropriate to the 
character of the village, is sympathetic 
to its surroundings and be of high-
quality design, protecting important 
hedgerows and treelines, and incorporate 
hard and soft landscaping particularly 
in edge of settlement locations.

7λ22ϪAs a general principle this should 
not result in a new development of more 
than nine homes in any one group.

7λ23ϪAs an exception, a new housing 
development in excess of nine homes will 
be considered if on a carefully chosen site, 
similar in size and density to Beauclerk 
Green, respecting existing settlements 
and current local gaps which prevent 
coalescence with neighbouring villages.

7λ2ΎϪAppropriate redevelopment of 
brownfield sites and the reuse or 
redevelopment of disused buildings will be 
supported.

7λ2ΏϪIn the absence of previously developed 
(brownfield) land within the settlement 
boundaries residents are aware that new 
housing development is likely to take 
place on infill plots. Infill development 
is generally defined as the filling-in of 
an undeveloped plot of land within an 
otherwise developed frontage which 
may prove to be acceptable subject to 
being compliant with policies in this plan 
and other planning policies. Housing 
development beyond the defined settlement 
boundaries which would result in ‘ribbon 
development’ is unlikely to be supported.

76 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



�arleũ Xoţ �lołe

Policy BE1: New Development

Proposals for new housing development are expected to take place within the 
Settlement Boundaries. Development outside the Settlement Boundaries will only be 
permitted if it is in accordance with national and local planning policies and the 
policies of this plan.

For the purposes of this Policy, Winchfield Hurst, Winchfield Court, Beauclerk Green/ 
Station Road are defined as settlements.

All new development should be carefully sited to minimise its impact upon the 
essentially open character of Winchfield and not adversely affect the natural beauty 
and landscape of the local and wider area. Existing areas of settlement, the gaps 
between them, and important views into and out of them should be respected.

All new development should be of scale which is appropriate to the character of the 
village and be sympathetic to its surroundings and be of high-quality design, 
protecting important hedgerows and tree lines, and incorporate hard and soft 
landscaping particularly in edge of settlement locations.

All accesses serving new development should seek to avoid increasing the number of 
openings onto rural lanes in the interests of highway safety and the rural nature of 
the village.
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Affordable Housing

7λ2ΐϪIn late 2020 the Parish Council 
engaged with Action Hampshire (AH), a 
registered housing charity, and Hart District 
Council (HDC) to investigate the need for 
affordable homes in the Parish. Under 
the leadership of AH a Housing Needs 
Survey was prepared, distributed to all 
households in the Parish and resulted in a 
40% response rate identifying the need for 
six to eight affordable homes. The Parish 
Council accepted the report and a Working 
Group was set up, chaired by AH with 
representatives from the Parish Council 
and the District Council’s Housing Team. 
The Parish Council confirmed that a project 
should be initiated to determine the viability 
of a Rural Exception Site in the Parish which 
would provide rented affordable properties, 
available in perpetuity, to those who have 
a direct connection with the Parish.

7λ27ϪAction Hampshire instituted a process 
to contact all landowners in the Parish to 
determine the availability of any suitable 
land for the Rural Exception Site. Several 
potential sites were put forward. The 
next stage involved the identification and 
appointment of the Housing Provider. 
Three organisations responded to the 
invitation and were formally interviewed 
by the Working Group followed by a due 
diligence exercise. English Rural Housing 
Association (ERHA) was duly appointed 
and is now represented on the Working 
Group. The process will initially proceed 
with ERHA and HDC conducting viability 
and sustainability assessment on the 
proposed sites and the Working Group will 
be advised on their suitability. Following 
consideration by the Working Group and 
the Parish Council, the next stage will be 
to present these findings at the first of a 
series of public consultations in Spring 
2023 to obtain feedback on the proposed 
sites and the preliminary development 
plans. The Working Group will select the 
preferred site based on the results of the 

consultation.  The planning application 
will be submitted by ERHA to HDC for 
approval. It may well take up to a further 
18 months for a site to be completed 
and before the first residents move in.

7λ2ΒϪTo encourage younger families to 
live in the Parish we must, if land for 
sustainable homes should come forward, 
provide homes suitable for their needs.

Development Design

7λ2ΓϪFeedback from the village 
survey conducted in 2015 for the first 
Neighbourhood Plan and from our recent 
community engagement meetings strongly 
indicates that residents overwhelmingly 
want to protect the rural nature, look, and 
feel of Winchfield. Preference is for new 
buildings to be limited to two storeys in 
height to respect the prevailing character 
of the area. For clarity, this does not mean 
that loft conversions or the insertion of the 
appropriate windows or other openings 
in loft conversions cannot take place.

7λ30ϪResidents prefer development to be 
traditional and rural in style in keeping 
with the character of the village. The 
opportunity should therefore be taken to 
enhance the built environment and improve 
the quality of the design aesthetic within 
the village. Buildings should respect the 
rural style via the use of materials and 
building techniques. The use of traditional 
bricks, roof tiles, render, natural wood/
larch lap and timber windows and doors 
is strongly encouraged to reinforce local 
distinctiveness. Some illustrations of local 
design features are shown in Figure 7.5
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Policy BE2: Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites

Proposals for the development of small-scale affordable housing schemes, on rural 
exception sites outside and in close proximity to the settlement boundaries of 
Winchfield Hurst, Winchfield Court and Beauclerk Green/Station Road or other notable 
areas of settlement where housing would not normally be permitted by other policies, 
will be supported where there is a proven local need, and it reflects the findings of the 
Winchfield Housing Needs Survey providing it:

a) remains affordable in perpetuity; and 

b) is for people that are in housing need because they are unable to buy or rent 
properties in the village at open-market prices; and

c) is offered, in the first instance, to people with a demonstrated local connection 
because they already live in the Parish, are closely related to an existing resident 
or work within the immediate area. 

Where criterion (c) is not applicable the property should be offered to those with a 
demonstrated need for affordable housing from a neighbouring village. These 
requirements will be delivered through a legal agreement attached to the planning 
permission for the housing development.

Any application for affordable housing in respect of this policy should be accompanied 
by a specific detailed assessment of the need and how the accommodation proposed 
will contribute to meeting this proven need.

Some market housing will be supported as part of a rural exceptions site where it 
would facilitate the provision of rented affordable accommodation to meet local needs.

Where rural exception sites are brought forward with an element of open market 
housing, both housing tenures shall be built to the same design standards so that they 
are indistinguishable in appearance and contribute towards the character of the area.

7λ3΋Ϫ“Good design is indivisible from 
good planning.” Local Plan Policy NBE9 
gives clear guidance on the need for new 
development in rural areas to respect local 
landscape character and reinforce locally 
distinctive design and appearance. 

7λ32ϪDevelopers will be encouraged to 
adopt ‘building with nature’ standards and 
principles promoting high standards of 
green infrastructure design and delivery.ϲ3΋

7λ33ϪPlanning applications will also 
require proposals for hard landscaping 
to be porous to avoid adding additional 
run off water onto the lanes in times of 

3΋λϪ�harŊered AnłŊiŊuŊe oö &cologũ and &nŢironęenŊal 
XanageęenŊ 9reen AnörałŊrucŊure �Ŋandardłλ

high rainfall and for natural landscaping 
(planting of native plants) to be of sufficient 
established size to settle new development 
into its surroundings as soon as possible.

7λ3ΎϪWinchfield is a dispersed rural 
village with no public children’s play areas, 
allotments or open space designated for 
communal use. Therefore, all new homes 
should be planned to accommodate space 
for families to play safely, to accommodate 
their own resident and visitor parking 
needs and storage facilities for utility 
needs within the property boundary.
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7λ3ΏϪProposals for the development 
of any site should start by identifying 
the existing physical and ecological 
features. In developing proposals special 
consideration should be given to the way in 
which existing ecological habitats can be 
retained, enhanced, and amalgamated with 
wildlife rich gardens, verges, and amenity 
green space to promote the retention and 
establishment of a network of natural 
corridors within the surrounding landscape.

7λ3ΐϪAll developers, whether residential 
or commercial, are strongly encouraged 
from the outset of the design process to 
engage with ecological experts such as 
the Wildlife Trust. The use of wildlife 
friendly building products e.g. bird and bat  
bricks, nesting boxes, tiles, and other items 
specifically designed for incorporation 
into a building to encourage wildlife and 
pollinators will be fully supported.

7λ37ϪGardens are an important open 
green space for people and to encourage 
wildlife corridors. Arial views show that 
most homes in Winchfield are set back 
from the road offering a front garden as 
well as space to the rear of the building.

7λ3ΒϪNo amount of sensitive design can 
compensate for new homes that are 
too small. All new housing should have 
sufficient internal space to cater for a 
variety of different household needs, with 
the aim of promoting high standards of 
liveability and accessibility and be capable 
of accommodating changed personal 
circumstances and growing families 
and home working. All new homes in 
Winchfield should be built to meet or exceed 
nationally described space standardsϲ32, for 
new homes, or successor requirements. This 
is supported by Local Plan 2032 Policy H6: 
‘Internal Space Standards for New Homes.’ 

32λϪ�echnical >oułing �Ŋandardł – naŊionallũ 
dełcribed łĻace łŊandard ό20΋Ώύ "�R9λ

7λ3ΓϪEvidence collected to support the 
preparation of the current Neighbourhood 
Plan demonstrated that most respondents 
were in favour of smaller sized properties 
being built within the village. That 
position has not changed and is supported 
by the most up to date information 
collected by the District Council.

7λΎ0ϪThe Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment 2016ϲ33 which forms part of the 
evidence base to the Local Plan indicates 
that the largest share of demand for new 
homes is likely to come from households 
needing two-and three-bedroom homes. 
In the affordable sector, the assessment 
suggested around 75% of the requirement is 
for homes with one or two bedrooms, with 
around 25% of the requirement being for 
larger homes with three or morebedrooms.

7λΎ΋ϪIt is expected that all new homes in 
Winchfield will not exceed two storeys 
in height and be harmonious with the 
character of the village. All housing 
should be traditionally designed with 
smaller properties taking the form of 
farm or workers’ cottages, or as several 
apartments within one building styled 
like a country home. This is supported by 
the Parish Survey, 2014 and Community 
Engagement Events, 2020 – 2022.

7λΎ2ϪAll developers, whether residential 
or commercial, are strongly encouraged 
as a matter of good practice to engage 
in pre-application discussions with 
the District Council, consulting the 
Parish Council, statutory bodies, 
and residents as appropriate, before 
they advance their proposals.

33λϪ>arŊ , |ułhęoor and �urreũ >eaŊh 
�ŊraŊegic >oułing XarĐeŊ �łłełłęenŊ 
20΋Ύ – 2033λ NoŢeęber 20΋ΐλ
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Figure 7.4: Plot size and building location within the plot
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Figure 7.5: Examples of features which illustrate the local vernacular

External Walls 

�he local building ŊradiŊionł in Winchfield are łuch ŊhaŊ Ŋheũ include ţallł oö ęanũ diööerenŊ Đindłλ 
�hrough Ŋhe careöul łelecŊion oö ęaŊerialł and ęorŊar ęiŨeł, Ŋhe ułe oö ŊradiŊional bricĐ bondł, 
Ŋhe öoręaŊion oö door and ţindoţ reŢealł and Ŋhe ułe oö Ľuoinł and linŊelł Ŋhełe ŊradiŊionł can be 
conŊinuedλ �ricĐł ţhich are naŊurallũ łoöŊ red in colour łięilar Ŋo Ŋhołe originallũ ęade in Winchfield, 
ĻainŊed render or ĻainŊed bricĐ, larch laĻ or Ŋile hung łecŊionł all add deŊail and inŊerełŊ ał łhoţn beloţλ 

Roofs and Chimneys 

 arieŊũ can be inŊroduced Ŋo Ŋhe rooöłcaĻe and conŊribuŊe Ŋo Ŋhe characŊer and aĻĻearance oö a 
deŢeloĻęenŊλ �o aŢoid ęonoŊonũ, iŊ ił eŨĻecŊed ŊhaŊ rooöł ţill be Ţaried in Ŋheir ĻiŊch, łŊũle, and ęaŊerialł, 
and ĻuncŊuaŊed ţiŊh chięneũłλ |ooö ęaŊerialł acrołł Ŋhe Ţillage are ęołŊlũ Ŋileł oö a łoöŊ red colour and 
naŊural greũ łlaŊe όor a neţer eĽuiŢalenŊ ęaŊerialύλ |idgeł and hiĻł oöŊen haŢe łoęe deŊail Ŋo add inŊerełŊλ

 Gardens, Garden Walls, and Fences  

�are ţiŊh Ŋhe definiŊion oö garden areał and Ŋhe dełign oö ţallł and öenceł Ŋo enłure ŊhaŊ Ŋhełe eleęenŊł 
are correcŊlũ ĻroĻorŊioned and reŽecŊ Ŋheir Ŋrue ĻurĻołe ił alło ełłenŊial Ŋo Ŋhe łuccełł oö anũ deŢeloĻęenŊλ 
NaŊural hedging and öencing are Ŋhe ęołŊ coęęon öeaŊureł and are łuccełłöul in boŊh Ŋhe builŊ and Ŋhe 
naŊural landłcaĻeλ 
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Porches, Gables and Doors

�he aełŊheŊic ĽualiŊũ oö Ŋhe öronŊ ałĻecŊ oö a building oţeł ęuch Ŋo Ŋhe correcŊ ĻroĻorŊioning 
and deŊailed dełign oö Ļorcheł and doorłξ Ŋhe ęaČoriŊũ oö houłeł in Winchfield haŢe a 
Ļorch or a canoĻũ oö łoęe dełign oŢer Ŋhe öronŊ doorλ �areöul aŊŊenŊion łhould Ŋhereöore 
be giŢen Ŋo hoţ łuch öeaŊureł are ĻroĻorŊionaŊe Ŋo Ŋhe dięenłionł oö Ŋhe houłe öronŊageλ 

Windows, Dormer Windows and Roof lights
�he ĽualiŊũ oö a building eleŢaŊion oţeł ęuch Ŋo Ŋhe correcŊ ĻroĻorŊioning and deŊailed 
dełign oö doorł and ţindoţłλ �areöul aŊŊenŊion łhould Ŋhereöore be giŢen Ŋo ţindoţł 
Ŋo achieŢe an aełŊheŊicallũ Ļleałing dełign and finiłh Ŋo underĻin Ŋhe characŊer oö 
Ŋhe deŢeloĻęenŊλ Windoţ öraęeł ţhich are darĐer in colour blend in ţiŊh Ŋhe rural 
enŢironęenŊ, ĻarŊicularlũ ło öor rooö lighŊł buŊ ĻainŊed ţindoţ öraęeł or naŊural ţood 
öraęeł are coęęon on ŊradiŊional coŊŊagełλ �here are ęanũ larger  icŊorian and &dţardian 
hoęeł in Winchfield and Ŋhełe oöŊen diłĻlaũ łŊone headł and cillł Ŋo add deŊailλ 
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Policy BE3 (A3): Housing 
Mix and Appearance 

In all new housing developments, there 
shall be an emphasis on providing 
two and three-bedroomed homes 
unless it can be demonstrated that:

a) the circumstances relating 
to the tenure of the housing 
dictate otherwise; or

b) the latest publicly available housing 
needs information for the Plan area 
identifies a need for a different mix.

The provision of bungalows will also 
be supported where the proposal 
would not have a detrimental 
impact upon the character of the 
area within the vicinity of the site. 
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Policy BE4: Development Design Considerations

Proposals for all new development must reflect the local characteristics in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area and create and contribute to a high quality, safe and 
sustainable environment.

Planning applications should, as appropriate to the proposal, demonstrate how 
the design:

a) respects the character, scale, and development density of the locality. New 
dwellings should not exceed two-storeys in height, result in the loss of garden land 
or other landscaped or green spaces and   ensuring garden sizes are proportionate 

—and at least the size of the property footprint — to be in character with the village;

b)  is energy efficient, incorporating the use of sustainable and responsibly 
sourced materials and renewable, decentralised and/or low carbon 
energy generation technologies. Current and emerging technologies 
should also be considered including combined technologies for larger 
developments or developments involving more than one dwelling;

c) accords with standards, that maintain or enhance the safety of the 
highway network ensuring that all vehicle parking, turning areas, and 
space for loading and unloading is provided within the site curtilage;

d) makes provision for hard and soft landscaping including the use of native 
hedgerow planting to the return splays of new or widened accesses

e) provides for the proper disposal of wastewater and effluent; 

f) incorporates porous materials in all areas of hard landscaping 
including, where feasible, rainwater and storm water harvesting,

g) makes provision for the storage of  waste containers; 

h) incorporates space for the secure storage of bicycles and other sports and 
lifestyle equipment in accordance with District Council standards, 

i) includes suitable ducting capable of accepting fibre 
to enable superfast broadband; and 

j) provides electric vehicle charging points; 

Development should not be located where its users and nearby residents 
would be significantly and adversely affected by noise, smell, light, vibration, 
or other forms of pollution from existing sources without mitigation.
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Figure 7.6: Areas Prone to Flooding in Winchfield

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100046602) 2022,Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

Flooding

7λΎ3ϪThe rural nature of Winchfield 
and the age of much of the housing 
stock results in many homes having no 
access to mains drainage. Individual 
septic tank arrangements or anaerobic-
anoxic Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) 
systems are installed; periodic servicing 
is managed by property owners.

7λΎΎϪRainwater is often collected for private 
garden use but run off water from the fields 
causes flooding on the lanes. It has become, 
in recent years as climate change impacts 
our lives, more frequent for lanes to become 
impassable during times of very heavy 
rainfall. Use of permeable landscaping by 
residents makes a significant contribution 
to alleviating the impact of heavy rain.

7λΎΏϪNew development will be required, 
where appropriate, to make provision 
for the management of surface water 
run-off to avoid flooding. The preferred 
method is infiltration which reduces sewer 
and river flooding and  existing  ‘green 
field’ absorption rates.  The attenuation 
and recycling of surface water and 
rainwater will be required through the 
incorporation of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) for proposals involving 
ten or more homes or sites larger than 
0.5 ha and where more than 1,000m2 of 
commercial floor space is proposed. In 
addition, consideration should be given 
to on-site rainwater and stormwater 
harvesting, greywater recycling and the 
management of run-off to potentially 
reduce surface water flooding as required 
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by Policy BE4— Development Design 
Considerations. It is the responsibility of the 
developer to ensure that proper provision 
is made for surface water drainage.

Renewable and Low 
Carbon Energy

7λΎΐϪLocal Plan Policy NBE10—Renewable 
and Low Carbon Energy—is a current 
exemplar for guidance but future 
technologies must also be considered 
including combined technologies 
for more than one dwelling. Any new 
homes will comply with the legal 
requirements that gas boilers will 
not be fitted after 2025. Opportunities 
should be taken for appropriate latest 
technology to be incorporated into 
all stages of a building project at an 
early stage in the planning process.

Water, Wastewater, and 
Water Efficiency

7λΎ7ϪLocal Plan Policies INF1, NBE6 and 
NBE 7 give clarity to current infrastructure 
requirements, but most rural dwellings 
do not have access to mains drainage. 
Individual wastewater treatment plants are 
gradually replacing older styles of septic 
tanks but adding additional dwellings 
to a wastewater treatment plant which 
is already at its maximum capacity is a 

specific hazard to health, especially if the 
receiving water environment is unable to 
accept the additional discharge and will 
not be supported. Developers are therefore 
encouraged to contact the relevant utility 
provider at the earliest opportunity to 
discuss their proposals to identify potential 
water and wastewater requirements.

7λΎΒϪRainwater is a valuable commodity 
and rainwater harvesting for garden 
use or toilet flushing will be supported 
whether an individual or communal 
system. Planned use of rainwater will 
also play its part in reducing floodwater 
which is often a hazard on our narrow 
lanes in times of heavy rainfall.

Ultra-Fast Broadband

7λΎΓϪSome areas of the village have high 
speed broadband and others receive a 
very poor service due to the dispersed 
settlement pattern. Several communal 
group actions have led to improvement 
for some whilst others are still frustrated 
with slow speeds. Ultra-Fast Broadband 
is a necessity for any and every new 
home and business in Winchfield and 
is essential to enable residents and 
businesses to access technology for 
education, recreation, and home working.

7λΏ0ϪLocal Plan Policy INF6—Broadband or 
Successor Services—recognises the benefits 
that broadband can provide and will work 
with Hampshire County Council and the 
telecommunications industry to maximise 
access to superfast broadband, wireless 
hotspots and improved mobile signals for 
all residents, organisations, and businesses; 
assisting them in delivering their 
investment plans and securing funding 
to address any infrastructure deficiencies 
or barriers. All new development should 
incorporate appropriate infrastructure to 
enable Ultra-Fast Broadband connectivity.
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nearly 25% had no vehicle at all and more 
than 40% had only one vehicle.  With 
increased vehicle ownership parking is 
a concern to all our residents and good 
planning for future development is an 
issue of great importance to them. 

7λΏΏϪThe census data also tells us that the 
number of people who travel to work by 
bicycle or on foot has dropped significantly; 
the narrow lanes are much busier now as 
shown by our SID (Speed Indicator Device) 
data. Our Community Engagement Meeting 
in February 2022 focussed on road use, 
safety and parking in the village; feedback 
clearly demonstrated residents’ concerns.  

7λΏΐϪWorking from home has increased 
by 15% since 2011. In part this number 
probably reflects the changes triggered 
by two years of the Covid pandemic, 2020 
/ 2021 but many residents continue to 
work from home and there are requests 
for this to be accommodated in the 
design of future development. There are 
more larger vehicles in the village at all 
times responding to business  as well as 
domestic online purchasing and future 
planning should ensure that they can 
safely deliver and turn without causing a 
hazard to other residents and road users. 

7λΏ7ϪInadequate provision for car parking 
has led to some on-street parking on some 
of our narrow village roads, especially 
where there are no pavements. The recent 
development at Winchfield Crescent 
met the required parking requirements 
from Neighbourhood Development Plan 
2017 but the issue of delivery vehicles 
and turning areas was not included in 
the road design. In consequence delivery 
vehicles often park partly on the pavement 
then need to use private driveways to 
turn in order to leave the cul-de-sac.

Residential Parking

7λΏ΋ϪDue to the dispersed nature of 
the village and the distance from other 
towns and villages , car ownership in 
Winchfield is higher than the national 
average. Many residents also use online 
shopping facilities as there are no local 
shops, regular bus or taxi services.

7λΏ2ϪPublic parking spaces are only 
available at the station and must be paid 
for even at weekends. For many residents, 
space for visitor parking is minimal or 
there is none. An appropriate focus on 
parking is therefore expected for all new 
developments. Future development in 
Winchfield must provide adequate off-
street parking for both residents and 
visitors within each dwelling boundary 
and road design must make provision for 
delivery vehicles, emergency vehicles and 
turning areas for such vehicles which do 
not encroach onto private driveways.

7λΏ3ϪSome rural villages in Hart, particularly 
Dogmersfield and Crondall, have continuous 
and hazardous on-street parking which 
severely impacts traffic flow and is a 
safety hazard, particularly for cyclists 
and pedestrians. Although there has 
been minimal development in Winchfield 
since 2017, residents have specifically 
requested that the parking requirements 
should continue as approved in our current 
Neighbourhood Plan or even be more 
rigorous. Winchfield residents want to avoid 
the situation seen in neighbouring villages 
where stationary vehicles force other road 
users to make dangerous manoeuvres 
or where traffic ‘gridlocks’ due to vehicles 
stopped or parked on the highway.

7λΏΎϪRecent census data (Table 7.1) tells us 
that car or van ownership in Winchfield 
in the ten years from 2011 – 2021 has 
increased significantly. At least 50% of 
homes have at least two vehicles and 
only 3% have no vehicle at all. In 2011 
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7λΏΒϪWhen cars and vans park partly on 
the path as shown below it restricts vision 
for other road users and pedestrians cannot 
easily pass. This development was built 
in 1997 and parking provision was then 
in line with District Council standards.

7λΏΓϪHart District Council has recently 
reviewed their Parking Standards and 
intend that the current Technical Advice 
Note which states at para 2.2 that: “There 
are several made Neighbourhood Plans 
across the Hart district, which form part 
of the adopted development plan. Where 
Neighbourhood Plans contain their own 
parking standards, those standards take 
precedence over the standards within 
this document, which are a material 
consideration.” will become part of the 
updated Development Plan Policies. 

7λΐ0ϪGiven this intention and current 
first-hand experience residents feel that 
one space per bedroom plus one visitor 
space per dwelling is the minimum 
requirement. Where possible a space for 
delivery vehicles to safely stop without 
impeding passing traffic should also be 
provided. Garage blocks (i.e. multi- dwelling 
garaging concentrated in stand-alone 
blocks) are not considered in keeping 
with the village character and will not be 
supported. If no garage is to be provided 
with a dwelling, secure storage space 
suitable for bicycles and other lifestyle 
equipment should be provided as set 
out in Policy BE4—Development Design 
Considerations. Whilst there are currently 

no specific size requirements for internal 
garage space it would be appropriate 
to require a minimum size to allow at 
least one door of an SUV type vehicle to 
open when parked inside the garage. 

Policy BE5 (A2): 
Residential Parking

All new homes built in Winchfield 
should allow for one car parking 
space per bedroom, plus one visitor 
space per dwelling within each 
curtilage. For the purposes of this 
Plan, a ‘dwelling’ is defined as a unit 
independently available for sale or rent. 

Garage blocks (i.e. multi-dwelling 
garaging concentrated in stand-
alone blocks) are not considered in 
keeping with the village look and 
feel and will be resisted. Where no 
garage is provided with a dwelling, 
secure storage space suitable for 
bicycles should be provided in 
accordance with Policy BE4. 

Parking within separate courtyard 
areas will not generally be 
supported but if parking cannot 
be provided within the curtilage 
to a dwelling it will be expected 
within a dedicated and accessible 
location close to the dwelling.
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Brenda Parker Way ancient footpath



08 Parish and 
Community
Objectives 4, 5, 6 and 7

• Promote health and wellbeing

• Support our local economy and sustain our agricultural heritage

• Ensure that we value and cherish our village, promote a thriving, strong, vibrant 
community and respond to the needs of our residents

• Introduce, promote and monitor measures to improve traffic management and reduce 
rural criminality.

In this Section:

• Why so many people come to Winchfield for outdoor recreation

• Our network of Public Rights of Way; National and Local Footpaths and Bridleways,

• Cycling, Walking and Running on Winchfield lanes

• Employment and our local economy

• Our Village Hall

• Rural Crime awareness.

Includes:

• The Basingstoke Canal—on the water and the towpath

• Equestrian activities

• Winchfield Festival

• Traffic concerns

• Where people work.
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Outdoor Recreation

Βλ΋ϪThe Landscape Character Assessment 
and Winchfield Key Views documents 
demonstrate how rural Winchfield is 
today and, when compared to maps from 
a century ago, how little the village has 
changed. The lanes, paths, fields, hedgerows, 
and tree lines are hardly altered thanks 
to good farming practices and residents’ 
efforts to keep Winchfield’s rural character 
as a place they love and an environment 
they value highly. Most of those who live 
in Winchfield know the footpaths, the 
canal towpath, and the bluebell woods; they 
value the peace and tranquility that can 
be found in this quiet Parish. In addition 
to Winchfield residents, visitors from the 
wider area come to Winchfield to use 
the canal for canoeing, paddle boarding 
and fishing, and the equestrian farms 
to ride or hack out on the quiet lanes.

Βλ2Ϫ Cyclists and runners are frequently 
seen throughout the village. Most users 
practice good road safety aware that 
there are no paths, but only grass verges 
and run off ditches. The lanes, in many 
places, are only suitable for domestic sized 
vehicles to pass in opposite directions.

Βλ3ϪPatience, courtesy, and care are needed 
from all road users and speed indicator 
devices (SIDs) are positioned in several 
positions to help deter speeding motorists. 
Outdoor activity and exercise are vital to 
both physical and mental health and well-
being and being inactive is a major risk to 
health. People today are 20% less active 
than in the 1960’s, and physical inactivity 
directly contributes to 1 in 6 deaths in 
the UK (the same number as smoking)ϲ3Ύ

Winchfield provides an environment for 

3ΎλϪ�he |ouŊledge >andbooĐ oö Planning 
öor >ealŊh and Wellϒ�eingν �haĻing a 
�ułŊainable and >ealŊhũ 8uŊure, 20΋Ώ

those who wish to enjoy healthy recreation, 
also for community participation as 
can be seen annually when the Hart 
half marathon runners pass this way.

Walkers

ΒλΎϪThere are 17 local footpaths and 
bridleways which run through and around 
the fields and lanes and two national paths, 
the Three Castles Path, and the Brenda 
Parker Way. The car park at the Barley Mow 
wharf is often the meeting point for groups 
of walkers to start their walk and a very good 
place to end with a drink or lunch at the pub. 
A valued resident performs the important 
function of ‘footpath warden’ and works with 
the Hampshire County Council Countryside 
Ranger Team and with Winchfield Parish 
Council to ensure maintenance of footpaths 
is carried out as required. See Figure 8.1

ΒλΏϪThe Brenda Parker Way is a national 
long-distance path which passes through 
the north of the Parish. This 125km (78 
mile) long distance path is broken into nine 
sections and crosses the rich and diverse 
north Hampshire countryside between the 
towns of Aldershot and Andover. These 
towns lie respectively at the eastern and 
western edges of the north of the county 
and have links to Hampshire’s military 
heritage. Between, the walk takes in 
heathland, forest, tiny fields and small 
farms, then climbs to the highest villages 
in Hampshire, offering spectacular views, 
rolling downland and clear chalk streams.
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Figure 8.1: Parish Footpaths

ΒλΐϪDespite recent developments the 97km 
route uses less than five miles of roads, 
mostly unclassified quiet lanes. The route 
from King John’s Castle at Odiham leaves 
the Basingstoke Canal in Winchfield and 
heads north through the village via Bagwell 
Lane, which is narrow with a dangerous 
bend and without a footpath. There is a 
community aspiration to re-route this path 
to significantly enhance safety for users of 
this section of the long-distance path and 
provide iconic views of wooded countryside.

Policy P&C1: Public 
Rights of Way

Development proposals which 
adversely affect the tranquility, 
rural nature and layout of the 
existing roads, lanes, roadside 
verges, bridleways, byways and 
footpaths will not be supported. 

The improvement or re-routing of 
existing public rights of way and 
the provision of new public rights 
of way, bridleways and cycle paths 
within the parish which respect 
local character will be supported.

Development which would result 
in the loss of existing or proposed 
rights of way, will not be supported 
unless alternative provision or 
diversions can be arranged which 
are at least as attractive, safe, and 
convenient for public use.
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On the Canal

Βλ7ϪThe Basingstoke canal is well used 
by canoeists, anglers, paddle boarders 
and narrow boat enthusiasts as well 
as walkers using the tow path. There 
is a car park at Barley Mow Wharf and 
from there a good circular walk route of 
around 5 km (3 miles) using Winchfield 
and Dogmersfield paths is very popular. 
A licence is needed to fish or use any 
watercraft on the Basingstoke Canal.ϲ3Ώ

ΒλΒϪSome residents work with the 
Basingstoke Canal Authority and 
support for their working parties is 
always required, particularly as funding 
is becoming more difficult to obtain, 
volunteers are always very welcome.ϲ3ΐ

3ΏλϪ�ee aĻĻendiŨ " öor �ngling in Winchfield, 
and �he �anal öor |ecreaŊionλ 

3ΐλϪhŊŊĻłνωωbałingłŊoĐeϒcanalλorgλuĐλ

PaũaĐing on Ŋhe canal

�he ϝNohn PinĐerŊonϞ narroţ boaŊ
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Figure 8.2: King Alfred’s Way long distance cycle path

Cyclists

ΒλΓϪWinchfield is very popular with cyclists 
and several websites offer a variety of 
circular routes varying from 24 to 80 km 
(15 to 50 miles) in length. There is only 
one formal cycle path on part of the 
B3016 between the top of Station Hill and 
Hartley Wintney. The Ordnance Survey ‘get 
outside’ website gives local information 
for various forms of outside exercise.

Βλ΋0ϪKing Alfred’s Wayϲ37 is a new (2020) 
350km circular off-road adventure route 
through 10,000 years of history, connecting 
some of England’s most iconic sites. The 
name of the trail is inspired by Alfred the 
Great, who ruled the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom 
of Wessex. The trail starts and ends at King 
Alfred’s statue in Winchester, where he 
is buried. By using parts of the Ridgeway 
and South Downs Way, the trail comes 
through Winchfield from the canal path 
across Swans Farm and then up towards 
the northern boundary of the Parish. It also 
connects with the Thames Path and the 

37λϪhŊŊĻłνωωţţţλcũclinguĐλorgωĐingϒalöredłϒţay.

North Downs Way riders’ route to allow 
for the combination of multiple routes 
into a longer escape. King Alfred’s Way 
forms a crucial part of Cycling UK’s goal 
to create a network of long-distance off-
road routes across the length and breadth 
of Great Britain, through fascinating 
places and inspiring landscapes.
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Equestrians

Βλ΋3ϪFour farms focus on equestrian 
facilities offering livery, hacking, dressage, 
indoor and outdoor manège; the various 
equestrian businesses are well used 
by riders and horse owners from a 
far wider area than just Winchfield.

Βλ΋ΎϪThe Staff College and Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst Draghunt has used 
the original Winchfield Lanes since its first 
meet in the winter of 1877. The Hunt can 
be seen, and heard, as their first hunt of 
the year is usually on New Year’s Day. ‘The 
Winchfield Brook’ is featured in a painting 
by the English artist Charles ‘Snaffles’ 
Johnson Payne (1884–1967) and the ‘Swans 
Farm hedges’ are part of the route; this is 
the oldest such Draghunt in the country.

Farmland

Βλ΋΋ϪThere are currently nine farms in the 
Parish although not all are in agricultural 
use. Land classifications vary across the 
Parish, but most are Grade 3 and 4 with 
some Grade 2. Many of the fields are 
let to other local farmers and produce 
various arable crops, or are let as grazing 
land, for sheep, cattle, and horses.

Βλ΋2ϪTwo farms have created small 
business units which are utilised by a 
variety of product and service providers. 
Others use their land for different purposes 
including supplying logs, an angling club, 
storage units, caravan and motorhome 
club, warehouse, and distribution uses. 
Two solar farms, barely visible from 
any road, are discretely positioned and 
contribute income to community funds.
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Working in Winchfield

Βλ΋ΏϪThere is no major employer in the 
village, but both the Winchfield Inn and the 
Barley Mow offer various opportunities 
in the hospitality trade. On the northern 
border of the Parish Mildmay Oaks is a 
secure, specialist learning disability and 
rehabilitation centre, part of the Priory 
Group. Dignity Pet Crematorium is located at 
the old brick works and has a far-reaching 
client base; winner of many awards the 
staff of more than 40 offers a dignified 
and caring end of life alternative for pets.

Βλ΋ΐϪMany people work from home; 
some areas of the village have excellent 
broadband facilities. The Covid pandemic 
has changed how people work and this is 
reflected in the number of vacant parking 
spaces at the station carpark which, pre-
Covid, was fully utilised most days.

Policy P&C2: New 
Businesses and 
Employment Development

Proposals for new business 
development will be supported 
where sites are located within the 
Settlement Boundaries identified 
on the Policies Map and where they 
would not have an unacceptable 
impact on residential amenity, heritage 
assets and the highway network. 

Outside the Settlement Boundaries, 
proposals for new business 
development will be supported 
where they are of a scale and nature 
appropriate to a countryside location 
and a need to be located outside 
the Settlement Boundary can be 
satisfactorily demonstrated. 

Where possible, business developments 
should be sited in existing buildings 
or on areas of previously developed 
land and be of a size and scale that 
does not adversely affect the character 
and appearance of the locality, the 
highway network, residential 
amenity, or the environment. 

Proposals for equestrian development, 
whether domestic or commercial, will 
be supported where the size, scale, 
design, and siting of new development 
(including lighting and means of 
enclosure) do not have a significant 
adverse effect on the character and 
appearance of the countryside.
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At the Village Hall

Βλ΋7ϪWinchfield’s modern Village Hall is 
located next to the Winchfield Inn and 
is a short walk down the hill from the 
railway station. It is very well supported 
by local interest groups for a variety of 
activities including ballet, dancing, yoga 
classes, art groups and a fencing club as 
well as for meetings. The Village Hall is 
run, as a charity, by volunteers and the 
monthly coffee mornings offer a warm 
welcome to newcomers of all ages.

Βλ΋ΒϪThe original hall was built in September 
1928 but in 1997 the aged building was 
demolished and replaced by today’s modern 
hall. A big fundraising effort by the local 
community plus contributions from the 
Millennium Commission and a developer 
financed the new hall which was opened 
in 1998.  Recent improvements have been 
made to the acoustics and IT infrastructure 
of the hall thanks to a Section 106 
developer contribution resulting from the 
Winchfield Crescent development. These 
enhancements offer new opportunities 
for increased utilization of the hall.

Βλ΋ΓϪEach autumn the Village Hall 
hosts the annual ‘Harvest Supper’ for 
80—90 people and welcomes everyone, 
of faith or none. There is always an 
excellent menu and raffle, sometimes 
some entertainment or a quiz too.

Βλ20ϪNational events such as The 
Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II and 
Royal Weddings are well supported and 
celebrated with local groups in the Parish 
creating their own communal parties in 
addition to events at the Village Hall.

�he  illage >all
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St Mary’s Church 

Βλ2΋ϪIn addition to being the oldest Grade 1 
listed building in Hart and of great historical 
and architectural interest St Mary’s 
Church plays a very significant role in the 
Winchfield Community. The committed 
and regular congregation attend a service at 
St Mary’s every week and the Clergy cover 
three Parishes, St John’s Hartley Wintney, 
All Saints Dogmersfield and St Mary’s 
Winchfield. Weddings are very popular 
at this historic church and, along with 
christenings and funerals; the church is well 
utilised and supported by the community. 

Βλ22ϪThe importance of the church to 
residents is always demonstrated by 
a significantly larger attendance for 
special dates; Easter and Christmas 
services, a magnificent display of poppies 
for Remembrance Day and a beautiful 
candlelit Christmas Carol Service 
welcomes those of faith or none. 

Βλ23ϪSt Mary’s is also the venue for some 
Winchfield Festival events and loved by 
the artists and audience for the wonderful 
acoustics and atmosphere at their 
performances. Concerts are also arranged 
periodically for fundraising and the Church 
has an active ‘Friends’ group who regularly 
assist with additional financing to maintain 
the fabric of the church and churchyard. 
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Community Litter Picks

Βλ2ΎϪAt least thirty Winchfield residents 
come to the Village Hall in spring and 
autumn for the biannual village litter 
picks. Organised by a committed and 
conscientious resident who observes all 
required safety requirements the ‘pickers’ 
are provided with grabbers, bin bags 
and hi-visibility vests and are allocated 
routes. It is common for more than 30 
bags of rubbish to be brought back to the 
hall plus details of items which have 
been fly-tipped. Arrangements are made 
with the District Council for these larger 
items, sometimes including contaminated 
material such as asbestos, to be collected. 

Βλ2ΏϪFly tipping is a rural concern, on 
quiet lanes there seems very little hope 
of preventing this anti-social behaviour. 
However the District Council is vigilant 
in its efforts to bring prosecutions 
whenever sufficient evidence is obtained.

Communications

Βλ2ΐϪSocial media is not widely used for 
community communications although 
there are various e-mail groups and a 
growing number of Facebook groups in 
Winchfield. Not every home is equipped 
with broadband and with a little over 
three hundred properties to visit a hand 
delivered note is often still the best way 
to share news of upcoming events.

Βλ27ϪThere are three notice boards in 
the village; St Mary’s Church, Winchfield 
Parish Council and the Village Hall have 
their own websites and support groups. 
The monthly Parish Magazine, ’Contact’ 
which covers three villages, is an excellent 
source of village news and contact details 
for local services and traders as well as 
information of services in all the churches.

Winchfield Parish Council

Βλ2ΒϪWinchfield Parish Council encourages 
residents to participate in the bi-monthly 
meetings and welcomes comment and 
feedback about village issues of any 
kind. The Parish Council will continue 
to engage and nurture the current good 
relations with Hampshire County Council 
to introduce additional signage and road 
markings to improve awareness and 
safety for all road users in the village.
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Winchfield Festival

Βλ2ΓϪEvery two years the village hosts 
the week-long Winchfield Festival which 
presents world class musicians in the 
charming setting of either the Church 
of St Mary’s or in the Festival Marquee, 
sited in an adjoining field courtesy of the 
landowners. The Festival has an excellent 
reputation and a very loyal audience. Many 
festival supporters come to most of the 
concerts to enjoy an eclectic range of genres 
rarely found in such an attractive village 
setting. Winchfield Festival is a formally 
constituted charity which also supports 
education for young musicians in Hart.ϲ3Β

National Garden Scheme

Βλ30ϪThe National Garden Scheme is 
supported particularly by Old Thatch on 
the canal and several hundred people 
usually attend whenever the gardens 
are open. The owner of the property has 
been part of this scheme and raising 
money for charity for many years and 
it is always a lovely garden to visit. 

3ΒλϪţţţλţinchöieldöełŊiŢalλorg
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Public Houses

Βλ3΋ϪThe Barley Mow, recognised by 
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) is located 
at the end of The Hurst near the canal. The 
annual beer festival is always very well 
supported and offers live music in addition 
to an excellent selection of guest beers. 
The Winchfield Inn is almost opposite the 
station, in addition to good beer it offers 
bed and breakfast rooms. Both pubs offer 
a friendly welcome, attractive gardens, 
good menus, and off-road parking.

Policy P&C3—Protecting 
Existing Services 
and Facilities

Proposals that would result in the 
loss of valued facilities or services 
which support a local community (or 
premises last used for such purposes) 
will only be supported where:

a) it can be demonstrated that the 
current use is not economically 
viable or likely to become viable. 
Where appropriate, supporting 
financial evidence should be 
provided including any efforts to 
advertise the premises for sale for 
the existing or another community 
use for a minimum of 12 months; and

b) it can be demonstrated, through 
evidenced research, that there 
is no local demand for the use 
and that the building/site is not 
needed for any alternative social, 
community or leisure use; or

c) alternative facilities and services 
are available, or replacement 
provision is made, of at least 
equivalent standard, in a location 
that is accessible to the community 
it serves with good access by public 
transport or by cycling or walking.
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Rural Crime

Βλ32ϪRural crime is on the increase; 
burglaries and thefts of garden and farm 
machinery, particularly from garages, sheds, 
and outbuildings, in rural areas and farms 
are an issue of concern to our residents. 
Described by the National Farmers 
Union: ‘rural crimes are seasonal and very 
different to urban crimes and require 
specialist police attention’. In Winchfield 
we no longer see regular police presence 
unless there is a specific incident, but 
neighbours do, where possible, look out for 
suspicious activity or unusual behaviour.

Βλ33ϪFly tipping of household and 
commercial waste is the most common 
crime, particularly on quiet lanes and in field 
entrances; another issue and expense that 
farmers and landowners must deal with. 
Wildlife crimes, heritage crimes, trespass 
and criminal damage all occur in isolated 
or remote locations putting individuals 
and communities at risk, but Hart is overall 
safer than other areas of the region.

Βλ3ΎϪRural Criminality is broadly classified 
as “Any crime and anti-social behaviour 
occurring in rural areas”. Wildlife and 
heritage crimes are less common but 
included under the same definition. 
Any crime often has a significant 
impact on victims and communities—
including vandalism of property, loss 
of income, intimidation, and a raft of 
traffic issues both on and off-road.

Βλ3ΏϪA meeting in February 2022 with 
Hampshire Police has increased awareness 
of how to report incidents. There is a Rural 
Volunteer Mounted Police (RVMP) and 
Hampshire Horse Watch (HHW) Team in 
addition to the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team. Hampshire Police are very keen 
to work with the rural communities to 
better understand the current gaps in 
engagement and to provide a better service.

Road Traffic

Βλ3ΐϪTraffic is a 
major concern for 
our residents as 
vehicles which are 
often unfamiliar with 
the country lanes 
drive at inappropriate 
speeds. Most of 
the lanes are only 
suitable for smaller 
vehicles to pass in opposite directions. 
Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) are used in 
several positions to help deter speeding 
motorists. The SIDs are re-located to best 
capture data across the busiest parts 
of the Parish. The diligent resident who 
manages this programme regularly reports 
the findings to Parish Council meetings.

Βλ37ϪThere is a short length of pavement 
at the top of Station Road and then 
on to Hartley Wintney on the B3106 
which is a fast and very busy main road 
from Odiham to Hartley Wintney.

Βλ3ΒϪThe only other pavements are in the 
small housing areas of Beauclerk Green 
and Barley Mow Close. Every other lane 
is shared by vehicles, walkers, cyclists, 
runners, and riders. Residents would like to 
see additional signage and speed limits to 
alert vehicles drivers to the high possibility 
that they will meet recreational users.
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09 Community 
Aspirations
Objectives 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8

• Conserve and Enhance our Natural Environment and the Biodiversity of Winchfield

• Maintain, sustain and enhance our Historic Environment

• Promote Health and Wellbeing

• Value and cherish our village, encourage a thriving, strong vibrant community and 
respond to the needs of our residents

• Support Hart District Council initiatives to become a carbon neutral authority by 2035 and 
a carbon neutral district by 2040

In this Section

• To work with our neighbouring Parish of Dogmersfield to create a foot / cycle path to the 
Hart Leisure Centre

• Create a circular walk forwheelchairs and push chairs

• Create an area of land which could be available for community events

• Plant an orchard

• Winchfield Parish Council will work with Hook Parish to have Hook No.1 Byway 
(Brenda Parker Way) re-classified as a footpath. Apply for SINC status for this path

• Review whether a permissive footpath to divert walkers off Bagwell Lane can be achieved

• Monitoring flora, trees, and wildlife across the Parish

• Create a ‘local history’ trail or introduce ‘local history’ notice boards

• Introduce new residents to our Neighbourhood Plan

• Review current ‘Assets of Community Value’

• Monitor and comment on any proposals involving new power lines and overhead 
infrastructure.
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Γλ΋ϪMany comments and suggestions have 
been put forward at the five Community 
Engagement Meetings which have been 
held during the preparation of this Plan. 
Many hours of discussion and debate have 
taken place at Steering Group and Working 
Group meetings. It is evident that most of 
our residents are committed to Winchfield, 
enjoy living here and have a sense of 
‘belonging’ even if they only know people in 
their immediate residential locality. Given 
our dispersed settlement pattern there are 
areas of the Parish that some residents are 
not even aware of but that does not diminish 
in any way their wish to contribute to caring 
for the history and biodiversity around them.

Γλ2ϪThe policies in this Plan seek to 
conserve and enhance the essential rural 
character of our village to the benefit of 
ourselves and to future generations. Offers 
to ‘get involved’ with projects and work 
parties which support that aim have been 
numerous. An excellent example is the 
‘Free Trees for Winchfield’ initiative which 
has already delivered treed and hedging 
to more than 30% of village households.

Γλ3ϪAs we go forward it is hoped 
that residents will volunteer to help 
landowners with some basic ‘groundwork’ 
and several people who have skills in 
conservation and land management 
have volunteered to lead these initiatives 
at appropriate times of the year.

To work with our neighbouring 
Parish of Dogmersfield to 
create a foot/cycle path to 
the Hart Leisure Centre

ΓλΎϪWe currently have a footpath from Pale 
Lane across the fields at Hungerford Farm 
which meets Dogmersfield footpaths 4 
and 9. There is currently no footpath to the 
Sports Centre at Edenbrook Park without 
a diversion to Hitches Lane. It is hoped 
that Winchfield and Dogmersfield Parish 
Councils might work together and try to 
achieve a permissive footpath around field 
edges to the Sports Centre. If it is possible 
for this to be a foot and cycle path that 
would be an even more effective outcome.

Create a circular walk for 
wheelchairs and push chairs

ΓλΏϪWinchfield footpaths do not currently 
permit a circular walk within the Parish 
and although the paths are quite well 
maintained the paths or the access to them 
are mostly unsuitable for wheelchairs or 
pushchairs. A working group will be set 
up to see if it is possible to obtain support 
from landowners for suitable permissive 
paths to create a circular route. If this can 
be achieved and landowners are agreeable, 
a request will be made for Winchfield 
Parish Council support to make such a path 
usable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 
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Create an area of land 
which could be available 
for community events 

ΓλΐϪThis is a long-term aspiration 
which will be further explored during 
the life of this Plan. Winchfield 
currently has no public areas aside 
from the Village Hall and car park 

Plant an Orchard 

Γλ7ϪIf land can be obtained for publicuse, 
then an orchard might be part of the 
area. Alternatively, landowners could be 
approached to ask if they would like to have 
an orchard planted on an area of their land.
Orchards are priority habitats under the 
UK’s Biodiversity Action Plan. Fruit trees 
are particularly good habitats for wildlife 
because they are “early senescent”. This 
means they get old relatively quickly and 
develop veteran features such as hollow 
trunks, rot holes, dead wood and sap runs 
which encourage many invertebrates 
that live on decaying wood. Rot holes 
provide nesting sites for bats such as 
Noctule, while hollow trunks can provide 
a home for Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers 
and Little Owls. Fruit tree blossom is an 
important source of nectar for pollinating 
insects including bees, hoverflies, and 
butterflies. Fruit trees are more widely 
spaced when planted and create a different 
and very important wildlife habitat.

Apply for Hook No 1 Byway to 
be re-classified as a footpath 
and apply for SINC status

ΓλΒϪGreen lanes are historic tracks and 
routes used by walkers, cyclists, horse 
riders and, as in this case, some have 
vehicle rights. They are an important 
part of the history of any area, a story 
of people, wildlife and habitats, links to 
communities. This path has biodiversity-
rich verges and veteran trees which meet 

overhead. There is also old and standing 
wood which is a vital part of its importance. 
Winchfield Parish Council will apply to 
have this path designated as a Site of 
Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC).

ΓλΓϪWinchfield Parish Council is 
working with Hook Parish Council to 
have this path, a section of Brenda 
Parker Way, re-classified as a Byway 
/ Footpath with no vehicular access to 
cause further damage. See policy NE3.

Review whether a permissive 
footpath to divert walkers off 
Bagwell Lane can be created

Γλ΋0ϪConversations with landowners started 
after our previous Plan was made in 2017 
but have not yet resulted in a permissive 
path which would be a suitable diversion 
for walkers using the footpaths which meet 
Bagwell Lane. Of particular concern is the 
blind bend where Bagwell Lane approaches 
Station Road, this has been the site of 
several accidents and many near misses.
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Monitoring flora, trees, and 
wildlife across the Parish

Γλ΋΋ϪWhile writing this Plan it has become 
apparent that Winchfield is a very 
significant area for biodiversity in this 
part of Northern Hampshire. In addition 
to assisting Hart District Council to meet 
its Climate Change objectives, it is vital 
that we are aware of the condition of the 
ecology around us and that we do all we 
can to support, maintain and promote 
the importance of the habitats around 
us. We shall engage expert intervention 
or advice as necessary. We hope to 
encourage volunteers to take part in 
‘monitoring’ groups, possibly working 
with other local and national initiatives.

Create a ‘local heritage’ 
trail or introduce ‘local 
history’ notice boards

Γλ΋2ϪFeedback at Community Engagement 
Meetings has told us that residents would 
like to be more aware of the ancient land 
and buildings around us. There is no written 
or documented history of Winchfield 
available and whilst doing the baseline 
research to evidence the policies in this Plan 
the Working Group agreed that we should 
share the interesting facts and information 
we discovered and documented. It isn’t a 
formal ‘history of the village’ but Appendix 
‘D’ does contain a wealth of information 
and we are grateful to everyone who 
shared their knowledge and memories 
of otherwise gave their assistance.

Introduce new residents to 
our Neighbourhood Plan

Γλ΋3ϪThe difficulties we face in being 
unable to easily communicate with 
Winchfield residents prompted the 
suggestion that perhaps new residents 
might appreciate being introduced to the 
Neighbourhood Plan and its provisions and 
wider aspirations. This will be addressed 
after the adoption of the Plan in 2023. 
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Review current ‘Assets of 
Community Value’ (ACVs)

Γλ΋ΎϪAssets of Community Value (ACV) 
were introduced under the provisions of 
the Localism Act, 2011 and once registered 
provide local groups with the ‘first right’ 
to acquire land or buildings should they 
come onto the market for the purpose of 
furthering the social wellbeing or interests 
of the community now and into the future.

Γλ΋ΏϪIf the owner of land or buildings that 
are listed as an ACV wants to sell them, they 
must contact the District Council who will 
notify the community group that nominated 
the asset. The community group then has 
an opportunity to register its interest as 
a potential bidder, triggering a six-month 
moratorium period during which, subject 
to certain exceptions, the owner can only 
sell the asset if it is to the group. After the 
six- month moratorium period the owner 
can sell to whomever they choose.

Γλ΋ΐϪWinchfield currently has one ACV 
registered with Hart District Council. This 
is The Barley Mow Public House, The Hurst 
Winchfield, RG27 8DE. This designation 
was reviewed on 19th August 2020 and 
extended for a further five years.

Γλ΋7ϪSuggestions for assets of 
community value registration will be 
addressed after this plan is adopted. 

Overhead Lines

Γλ΋ΒϪNew power lines over 132kv are 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects and are considered via a 
separate planning process and their 
acceptability or not is determined by 
the Secretary of State for Energy and 
Climate Change. Parish Councils and 
other bodies have an important role to 
play in the decision-making process 
and can make representations on 
matters that are important to them. The 
Parish Council would therefore want 
to take an active part in the any future 
projects that might affect Winchfield.

Γλ΋ΓϪSmaller scale proposals are often 
deemed to be “permitted development” 
however the operators are required to 
undertake some consultation before 
commencing any works. As residents 
wish to maintain the rural landscape every 
effort will be made to ensure that all new 
development is designed with electricity 
and other infrastructure cables buried.
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Appendix A3
List of Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Policy NE1  Landscape Character

Policy NE2  Protection of Key Views

Policy NE3   Brenda Parker Way

Policy NE4  Trees, Woodlands, and Hedgerows

Policy NE5   Dark Skies

Policy NE6   Biodiversity protection and enhancement

Policy NE7  Energy Efficiency and Generation

Policy HE1  Heritage Assets

Policy HE2  Non-designated Heritage Assets

Policy BE1  New Development

Policy BE2  Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites

Policy BE3 (A3)  Housing Mix and Appearance

Policy BE4  Development Design Considerations

Policy BE5 (A2)  Residential Parking Spaces

Policy P&C1  Public Rights of Way

Policy P&C2  New Businesses and Employment Development

Policy P&C3  Protecting existing services and facilities
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Appendix A4
Proposed changes and additions to the 
Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan

This statement has been produced to explain the proposed changes and 
additions to the Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan (2017) to assist Hart District 
Council and the independent person appointed to examine the new plan. 

Background 

Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) (paragraph 106, ref id 41-106-20190509) 
advises us that there are three types of modification which can be made to an 
existing neighbourhood plan. It states that the process will depend on the degree 
of change which the modification involves. These are categorised as:

• Minor (non-material) modifications to a plan are those which would not 
materially affect the policies in the plan or permission granted by the 
order. These include correcting errors, such as a reference to a supporting 
document. This does not require examination or a referendum.

• Material modifications which do not change the nature of the plan or order would 
require examination but not a referendum. This might, for example, entail the 
addition of a design code that builds on a pre-existing design policy, or the addition 
of a site or sites which, subject to the decision of the independent examiner, 
are not so significant or substantial as to change the nature of the plan.

• Material modifications which do change the nature of the plan or order 
would require examination and a referendum. This might, for example, 
involve allocating significant new sites for development. 

It is up to the examiner to decide whether any revisions change the nature of the plan 
and are significant or substantial. The examiner must determine under paragraph 
10(1) of Schedule A2 to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) 
whether the modifications contained in the new plan are so significant or substantial 
as to change the nature of the existing neighbourhood plan which the new plan would 
replace. The purpose of this determination is to establish the appropriate examination 
process for the new plan which will, amongst other things, affect whether the new 
plan will need to be the subject of a referendum if it is to be ‘made’ (adopted). 
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Proposed Changes and Additions 

Table A2 has been produced to assist Hart District Council and the independent person 
appointed to examine the new plan with the assessment required by virtue of paragraph 
10(1) of Schedule A2 to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended). 

The table lists the existing policies, indicates whether they are to be replaced by a new 
policy, and provides an explanation for the change or addition. The table also contains 
commentary on whether the change or addition is likely to be significant or substantial. 

Table A2: List of existing Neighbourhood Plan Policies, new Policies, and reason for 
change or addition 

Existing Policy New Policy Reason for change 
or addition 

Is the change or 
addition significant 
or substantial?

Policy A1: Size 
and Location 
of New 
Developments

Policy BE1: New 
Development

Policy BE4: 
Development 
Design 
Considerations  

Policy A1 has two 
components: one 
relating to the location 
of new development 
the other to detailed 
design considerations. 
In the interests of clarity 
Policy BE1 details where 
new development is 
expected to take place 
and what form it should 
take whilst Policy BE4 
provides a comprehensive 
set of detailed design 
considerations to 
promote the principles of 
sustainable development. 

Yes

The changes 
have been made 
to provide for the 
incorporation of

one new settlement 
boundary and to 
provide further 
support to Local 
Plan Policy NBE9. 

Policy A2: 
Residential Car 
Parking Spaces, 
Gardens and 
Utility Space

Policy BE5 (A2): 
Residential 
Parking 

A minor deletion has been 
made to avoid repetition 
with the provisions of 
Policy BE4 in relation to 
garden sizes and domestic 
storage requirements. 

No
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Existing Policy New Policy Reason for change 
or addition 

Is the change or 
addition significant 
or substantial?

Policy A3: 
Height and Type 
of Housing

Policy BE3: 
Housing Mix 
and Appearance 

Incorporated into Policy 
BE3 with a minor deletion 
to avoid an element 
of repetition with the 
provisions of Policy 
BE4 on responding to 
local characteristics. 

Yes

The changes 
have been made 
to support the 
findings of the 
Housing Needs 
Survey. Although 
the provisions of the 
existing policy have 
been incorporated 
into Policy BE3 the 
changes do not alter 
the original purpose. 

Policy A4: 
Design

Policy BE4: 
Development 
Design 
Considerations

To be replaced by Policy 
BE4 which provides 
a comprehensive set 
of detailed design 
considerations. 

Yes

The change has 
been made to 
provide further 
support to Local 
Plan Policy NBE9. 

Policy A5: 
Density 

Policy BE4 - 
Development 
Design 
Considerations

As above As above 

Policy B1: Rural 
Look and Feel 
– Significant 
Views & 
Topography

Policy NE1: 
Landscape 
Character

Policy NE2: 
Protection of 
Key Views

Policy NE3: 
Brenda 
Parker Way 

Policy NE4: 
Trees and 
Woodland 

Policy B1 is to be replaced 
by Policies NE1, NE2, 
NE3 and NE4 which take 
forward the findings of 
the Winchfield Landscape 
Character Assessment to 
safeguard the distinctive 
characteristics of the 
Parish and provide 
specific protection for 
trees and woodland. 

Yes

The changes have 
been made to reflect 
the emphasis of the 
new Neighbourhood 
Plan and its desire 
to cherish the local 
landscape and its 
important features. 

A5Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



Existing Policy New Policy Reason for change 
or addition 

Is the change or 
addition significant 
or substantial?

Policy B2: 
Rural Look and 
Feel – Lanes 
and Public 
Rights of Way

Policy P&C1: 
Public Rights 
of Way

Policies B2 and B3 are to 
the replaced by Policy P&C1 
to provide greater clarity. 

No

Although this is a 
new policy it does 
not fundamentally 
change the 
purpose of Policies 
B2 and B3. 

Policy B3: 
Safeguarding 
of Land for a 
new Public 
Right of Way

Policy P&C1: 
Public Rights 
of Way 

As above As above 

Policy B4: Light 
Pollution

PolicyNE5: 
Dark Skies 

Policy B4 has been replaced 
by NE5 to make it clear that 
Winchfield’s Dark Skies 
should be safeguarded to 
protect the natural diurnal 
rhythms of flora and fauna. 

No

Although this is a 
new policy it does 
not fundamentally 
change the purpose 
of Policy B4. 

Policy C1: 
Local Ecology, 
Wetlands and 
Flood Risk Areas

Policy NE6: 
Biodiversity 
protection and 
enhancement

Policy C1 is to be replaced 
by Policy NE6 to provide 
greater clarity. 

Yes

The change has 
been made to reflect 
the emphasis of the 
new Neighbourhood 
Plan and its desire 
to safeguard nature 
conservation 
interests. 

Policy D1: 
Historic 
Environment 
and Heritage 
Assets

Policy HE1: 
Heritage 
Assets and

Policy HE2: 
Non-designated 
Heritage Assets 

Policy D1 has been 
replaced by Policy HE1 to 
reflect national planning 
policy requirements and 
the provisions of the 
Hart Local Plan 2020.

Policy HE2 has been 
introduced to safeguard 
locally important assets. 

Yes 

The change has 
been made to reflect 
the emphasis of the 
new Neighbourhood 
Plan and its desire 
to safeguard the 
local historic 
environment.
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Existing Policy New Policy Reason for change 
or addition 

Is the change or 
addition significant 
or substantial?

Policy E1: 
Development 
Access

Policy BE1: New 
Development

Policy NE6: 
Biodiversity 
protection and 
enhancement 

Policy E1 has been 
incorporated into Policy 
BE1 and Policy NE6 to 
safeguard the ‘rural 
feel’ and biodiversity 
within the parish.

Yes

Although these 
are new policies, 
they do does not 
fundamentally 
change the purpose 
of Policy E1. 

N/A Policy NE3: 
Brenda 
Parker Way  

New policy to safeguard the 
enjoyment of the Brenda 
Parker Way, part of the 
national footpath network. 

Yes

This is a new policy

N/A Policy NE7: 
Energy 
Efficiency and 
Generation

New policy to respond 
to the effects of 
climate change. 

Yes

This is a new policy

N/A Policy BE2: 
Affordable 
Housing on 
Rural Exception 
Sites 

New policy to reflect local 
aspirations to secure 
additional housing 
within the Parish. 

Yes

This is a new policy

N/A Policy 
P&C2: New 
Businesses and 
Employment 
Development

New policy to promote the 
principles of sustainable 
development. 

Yes

This is a new policy

N/A Policy P&C3: 
Protecting 
existing services 
and facilities

New policy to promote the 
principles of sustainable 
development. 

Yes

This is a new policy
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Appendix B
Glossary 

Adoption 
The final confirmation of a local plan by a local planning authority.

Affordable housing
Housing for sale or rent, for those whose needs are not met by the market (including 
housing that provides a subsidised route to home ownership and/or is for essential local 
workers); and which complies with one or more of the following definitions:

(a) Affordable housing for rent: meets all of the following conditions: (a) the rent is set in 
accordance with the Government’s rent policy for Social Rent or Affordable Rent, or is at 
least 20% below local market rents (including service charges where applicable);
(b)The landlord is a registered provider, except where it is included as part of a Build to Rent 
scheme (in which case the landlord need not be a registered provider); and (c) it includes 
provisions to remain at an affordable price for future eligible households, or for the subsidy 
to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision. For Build to Rent schemes 
affordable housing for rent is expected to be the normal form of affordable housing provision 
(and, in this context, is known as Affordable Private Rent).

(b) Starter homes: is as specified in sections 2 and 3 of the Housing and Planning Act 2016 
and any secondary legislation made under these sections. The definition of a starter home 
should reflect the meaning set out in statute and any such secondary legislation at the time 
of plan-preparation or decision-making. Where secondary legislation has the effect of 
limiting a household’s eligibility to purchase a starter home to those with a particular 
maximum level of household income, those restrictions should be used.

(c) Discounted market sales housing: is that sold at a discount of at least 20% below local 
market value. Eligibility is determined with regard to local incomes and local house prices. 
Provisions should be in place to ensure housing remains at a discount for future 
eligible households.

(d) Other affordable routes to home ownership: is housing provided for sale that provides a 
route to ownership for those who could not achieve home ownership through the market. It 
includes shared ownership, relevant equity loans, other low-cost homes for sale (at a price 
equivalent to at least 20%below local market value) and rent to buy (which includes a period 
of intermediate rent). Where public grant funding is provided, there should be provisions for 
the homes to remain at an affordable price for future eligible households, or for any receipts 
to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision or refunded to government or the 
relevant authority specified in the funding agreement.

A8 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



Ancient or veteran tree
A tree which, because of its age, size and condition, is of exceptional biodiversity, cultural or 
heritage value. All ancient trees are veteran trees. Not all veteran trees are old enough to be 
ancient, but are old relative to other trees of the same species. Very few trees of any species 
reach the ancient life-stage.

Ancient woodland
An area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD. It includes ancient 
semi-natural woodland and plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS).

Archaeological Interest: 
There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or potentially may hold, 
evidence of past human activity worthy of expert investigation at some point. Heritage 
assets with archaeological interest are the primary source of evidence about the substance 
and evolution of places, and of the people and cultures that made them.

Assets of Community Value (ACV)
A building or other land is an asset of community value if its main use has recently been or 
is presently used to further the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community 
and could do so in the future.

Best and most versatile agricultural land
Land in grades 1, 2 and 3a of the Agricultural Land Classification.

Biomass
Biological carbon sequestration is the process of removing CO2 from the atmosphere and 
converting the carbon into biomass in vegetation such as natural woodlands, forest 
plantations and grasslands and also as soil organic matter and peat as well as in the oceans. 
Once captured as biomass, the carbon can be harvested as standing or dead wood or 
subsequently converted over prolonged periods of time into other organic fuels.

Brownfield land / see also Previously Developed Land (PDL).
Any land or premises previously used or developed including vacant, derelict, or 
contaminated land. It excludes parks, recreation grounds and statutory allotments. 
Previously developed land, NPPF definition: Land which is or was occupied by a permanent 
structure, including the curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed 
that the whole of the curtilage should be developed) and any associated fixed surface 
infrastructure. This excludes: land that is or has been occupied by agricultural or forestry 
buildings; land that has been developed for minerals extraction or waste disposal by landfill 
purposes where provision for restoration has been made through development control 
procedures; land in built-up areas such as private residential gardens, parks, recreation 
grounds and allotments; and land that was previously-developed but where the remains of 
the permanent structure or fixed surface structure have blended into the landscape in the 
process of time.
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Brownfield land registers 
Registers of previously developed land that local planning authorities consider to be 
appropriate for residential development, having regard to criteria in the Town and Country 
Planning (Brownfield Land Registers) Regulations 2017. Local planning authorities will be 
able to trigger a grant of permission in principle for residential development on suitable sites 
in their registers where they follow the required procedures.

Biodiversity 
The degree of variation of life forms within a particular ecosystem. Biodiversity is a measure 
of the health of an ecosystem. Human activity generally tends to reduce biodiversity, so 
special measures often need to be taken to offset the impact of development on 
natural habitats. 

Character Appraisal
An appraisal, usually of the historic character of conservation areas or other historic areas, 
such as terraced housing. 

Climate change adaptation
Adjustments made to natural or human systems in response to the actual or anticipated 
impacts of climate change, to mitigate harm or exploit beneficial opportunities.Climate 
change mitigationAction to reduce the impact of human activity on the climate system, 
primarily through reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Community Engagement and Involvement
Involving the local community in the decisions that are made regarding their area. 

Conformity
There is a requirement for neighbourhood plans to have appropriate regard to national 
policy and to be in conformity with local policy.

Conservation (the natural environment)
The protection of animals, plants and natural resources, geodiversity sites and landscape 
areas. Conservation (for heritage policy) The process of maintaining and managing change 
to a Heritage Asset in a way that sustains and, where appropriate, enhances its significance. 

Conservation Area
An area of special architectural or historic interest the character and appearance of which 
are preserved and enhanced by local planning policies and guidance. An area of notable 
environmental or historical interest or importance which is protected by law against 
undesirable changes.

Consultation
A communication process with the local community that informs planning decision-
making.

Core Strategy
A development plan document forming part of a local authority’s local plan, which sets out a 
vision and core policies for the development of an area.

A10 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan, 2022–2037



Design and Access Statement 
A short report accompanying a planning permission application. Describes design 
principles of a development such as layout, townscape characteristics, scale, landscape 
design and appearance.

Design Guide
A document providing guidance on how development can be carried out in accordance with 
good design practice, often produced by a local authority.

Designated Heritage Asset 
A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, 
Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under 
the relevant legislation. It includes locally listed buildings. 

Development
Legal definition is “the carrying out of building, mining, engineering or other operations in, 
on, under or over land, and the making of any material change in the use of buildings or 
other land.” 

Development Plan
Is defined in section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and includes 
adopted local plans, neighbourhood plans that have been made and published spatial 
development strategies, together with any regional strategy policies that remain in force. 
Neighbourhood plans that have been approved at referendum are also part of the 
development plan, unless the local planning authority decides that the neighbourhood plan 
should not be made.a Development plan. A document setting out the local planning 
authority’s policies and proposals for the development and use of land in the area.

Environmental Impact Assessment
A procedure to be followed for certain types of development project to ensure that decisions 
are made in full knowledge of any likely significant effects on the environment. Evaluates 
the likely environmental impacts of the development, together with an assessment of how 
these impacts could be reduced.

Evidence Base
The evidence upon which a development plan is based, principally the background facts and 
statistics about an area, and the views of stakeholders.

Flood plain
An area prone to flooding.

Green Infrastructure
A network of multi-functional green and blue spaces and other natural features, urban and 
rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental, economic, health and 
wellbeing benefits for nature, climate, local and wider communities and prosperity. 
Landscape, biodiversity, trees, allotments, parks, open spaces and other natural assets.
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Greenfield Land / Greenfield Site 
Land not previously built on, usually outside the current boundary of a city, town or village 
land where there has been no previous development.

Green Space
Those parts of an area which are occupied by natural, designed or agricultural landscape as 
opposed to built development; open space, parkland, woodland, sports fields, gardens, 
allotments, and the like. 

Historic environment
All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between people and places 
through time, including all surviving physical remains of past human activity, whether 
visible, buried or submerged, and landscaped and planted or managed flora.

Highway authority
The body with legal responsibility for the management and maintenance of public roads. In 
the UK the highway authority is usually the county council or the unitary authority for a 
particular area, which can delegate some functions to the district council.

Historic parks and gardens register 
The national register managed by English Heritage which provides a listing and 
classification system for historic parks and gardens.

Housing associations
Not-for-profit organisations providing homes mainly to those in housing need..

Independent examination
An examination of a proposed neighbourhood plan, carried out by an independent person, 
set up to consider whether a neighbourhood plan meets the basic conditions and other 
requirements. 

Infrastructure
Basic services necessary for development to take place e.g. roads, electricity, water, 
education and health facilities.

Inquiry
A hearing by a planning inspector into a planning matter such as a local plan or appeal. 
International, national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversityAll 
international sites (Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, and Ramsar 
sites), national sites (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) and locally designated sites 
including Local Wildlife Sites.
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Irreplaceable habitat
Habitats which would be technically very difficult (or take a very significant time) to restore, 
recreate or replace once destroyed, taking into account their age, uniqueness, species 
diversity or rarity. They include ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees, blanket bog, 
limestone pavement, sand dunes, salt marsh and lowland fen.Listed building consent The 
formal approval which gives consent to carry out work affecting the special architectural or 
historic interest of a listed building.

Local planning authority (LPA) 
For Winchfield this is Hart District Council, HDC) The public authority whose duty it is to 
carry out specific planning functions for a particular area. All references to local planning 
authority include the district council, London borough council, county council, Broads 
Authority, National Park Authority, the Mayor of London and a development corporation, to 
the extent appropriate to their responsibilities.

Local Plan
A plan for the future development of a local area, drawn up by the local planning authority in 
consultation with the community. In law this is described as the development plan 
documents adopted under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. A local plan 
can consist of either strategic or non-strategic policies, or a combination of the two. The 
name for the collection of documents prepared by a local planning authority for the use and 
development of land and for changes to the transport system. Can contain documents such 
as development plans and statements of community involvement.

Local authority (LPA) For Winchfield this is Hampshire County Council -HCC) The 
administrative body that governs local services such as education, planning and social 
services. 

Local green space 
This is a formal designation that may be made by neighbourhood plans, to provide 
protection for green spaces valued by the local community.

Local list
A list produced by a local authority to identify buildings and structures of special local 
interest which are not included in the statutory list of listed buildings.

Local Referendum
A direct vote in which communities will be asked to either accept or reject a particular 
proposal.

Material considerations
Factors which are relevant in the making of planning decisions, such as sustainability, 
impact on residential amenity, design and traffic impacts.
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National trails
Long distance routes for walking, cycling and horse riding.

Nature Recovery Network
An expanding, increasingly connected, network of wildlife-rich habitats supporting species 
recovery, alongside wider benefits such as carbon capture, water quality improvements, 
natural flood risk management and recreation. It includes the existing network of protected 
sites and other wildlife rich habitats as well as and landscape or catchment scale recovery 
areas where there is coordinated action for species and habitats.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
The government policy document first adopted in 2012 was updated in 2018 and again in 
2021. The NPPF introduces a presumption in favour of sustainable development. It gives five 
guiding principles of sustainable development: living within the planet’s means; ensuring a 
strong, healthy and just society; achieving a sustainable economy; promoting good 
governance; and using sound science responsibly.

Neighbourhood Plan
A plan prepared by a parish council or neighbourhood forum for a designated 
neighbourhood area. In law this is described as a neighbourhood development plan in the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. A planning document created by a parish or 
town council or a neighbourhood forum, which sets out a vision for the neighbourhood area, 
and contains policies for the development and use of land in the area. Neighbourhood Plans 
must be subjected to an independent examination to confirm that they meet legal 
requirements, and then to a local referendum. If approved by a majority vote of the local 
community, the Neighbourhood Plan will then form part of the statutory development plan. 

Neighbourhood Planning
A community-initiated process in which people get together through a local forum or parish 
or town council and produce a plan for their neighbourhood setting out policies and 
proposals for the development they wish to see in their area.

Open space
All open space of public value, including not just land, but also areas of water (such as rivers, 
canals, lakes and reservoirs) which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation 
and can act as a visual amenity 

Permitted development
Certain minor building works that have the benefit of planning permission by virtue of the 
General (Permitted Development) Order - e.g. a boundary wall below a certain height.

Planning conditions
A condition imposed on a grant of planning permission (in accordance with the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990) or a condition included in a Local Development Order or 
Neighbourhood Development Order.

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
The primary piece of legislation covering listed buildings and conservation areas. 
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Planning inspectorateThe government body established to provide an independent 
judgement on planning decisions which are taken to appeal.

Planning obligation
Planning obligation under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, secured 
by a local planning authority through negotiations with a developer to offset the public cost 
of permitting a development proposal. Sometimes developers can self-impose obligations to 
pre-empt objections to planning permission being granted. They cover things like highway 
improvements or open space provision.

Planning permission
Formal approval granted by a council allowing a proposed development to proceed.

Planning Practice Guidance 
The government’s PPG can be read alongside the NPPF and is intended as a guidebook for 
planners. It is not a single document but an online resource which is kept current through 
regular updates.

Planning Policy
A concise statement of the principles that a particular kind of development proposal should 
satisfy in order to obtain planning permission.

Priority habitats and species
Species and Habitats of Principal Importance included in the England Biodiversity List 
published by the Secretary of State under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006.

Previously developed land (PDL) 
Also known as Brownfield land Land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, 
including the curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the 
whole of the curtilage should be developed) and any associated fixed surface infrastructure. 
This excludes: land that is or was last occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land 
that has been developed for minerals extraction or waste disposal by landfill, where 
provision for restoration has been made through development management procedures; 
land in built-up areas such as residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and allotments; 
and land that was previously developed but where the remains of the permanent structure 
or fixed surface structure have blended into the landscape.

Qualifying body
Either a parish/town council or neighbourhood forum, which can initiate the process of 
neighbourhood planning. 

Referendum
A vote by which the eligible population of an electoral area may decide on a matter of public 
policy. Neighbourhood plans and neighbourhood permission for many minor developments 
and highway works they carry out. A vote by the eligible population of an electoral area may 
decide on a matter of public policy. Neighbourhood Plans and Neighbourhood Development 
Orders are made by a referendum of the eligible voters within a neighbourhood area. 
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Renewable and low carbon energy
Includes energy for heating and cooling as well as generating electricity. Renewable energy 
covers those energy flows that occur naturally and repeatedly in the environment – from 
the wind, the fall of water, the movement of the oceans, from the sun and also from biomass 
and deep geothermal heat. Low carbon technologies are those that can help reduce 
emissions (compared to conventional use of fossil fuels).

Rural
Areas of land which are generally not urbanised; usually with low population densities and 
a high proportion of land devoted to agriculture.

Rural exception sites
Small sites used for affordable housing in perpetuity where sites would not normally be 
used for housing. Rural exception sites seek to address the needs of the local community by 
accommodating households who are either current residents or have an existing family or 
employment connection. A proportion of market homes may be allowed on the site at the 
local planning authority’s discretion, for example where essential to enable the delivery of 
affordable units without grant funding. 

Setting of a heritage asset
The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may 
change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive 
or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate 
that significance or may be neutral.

Significance
The qualities and characteristics which define the architectural or historic interest of a 
historic building or area.

 Significance (for heritage policy)
The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. 
The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives 
not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. For World 
Heritage Sites, the cultural value described within each site’s Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value forms part of its significance. 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC)
Some of the most important sites in Hampshire are already protected by international or 
national designations such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). However, a large 
number of other sites are also important for wildlife. To help safeguard these sites for the 
future, they are being identified and recorded as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINCs). Many contain habitats or features that cannot be recreated and it is important to 
ensure that these sites are not lost and that they continue to be managed for their 
wildlife interest. 
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Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
SSSIs are the country’s very best wildlife and geological sites. A protected area designated as 
being of special interest by virtue of its flora, fauna, geological or geomorphological features. 
SSSIs are designated under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 by the official nature 
conservation body for the particular part of the UK in question.

Soundness
The soundness of a statutory local planning document is determined by the planning 
inspector against three criteria: whether the plan is justified, whether it is effective, and 
whether it is consistent with national and local planning policy. Plans found to be unsound 
cannot be adopted by the local planning authority. It should be noted, neighbourhood plans 
are NOT required to meet these tests of soundness.

Space standards
Quantified dimensions set down by a local planning authority to determine whether a 
particular development proposal provides enough space around it so as not to affect the 
amenity of existing neighbouring developments. Space standards can also apply to garden 
areas.

Special Protection Areas (e.g. Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area. TBHSPA) 
Areas classified under regulation 15 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017 which have been identified as being of international importance for the breeding, 
feeding, wintering or the migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds.

Statement of community involvement
A formal statement of the process of community consultation undertaken in the preparation 
of a statutory plan.

Strategic planning
The overall vision and policies for the planning system in an area. Lays out what an area 
wants development to accomplish.

Strategic environmental assessment 
Environmental assessment as applied to policies, plans and programmes. Has been in place 
since the European SEA directive (2001/42/EC). A procedure (set out in the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004) which requires the formal 
environmental assessment of certain plans and programmes which are likely to have 
significant effects on the environment.

Strategic policy
A policy that is essential for the delivery of a strategy, for example, the overall scale and 
distribution of housing and employment in an area. 

Strategic policies (as in the Hart Local Plan)
Policies and site allocations which address strategic priorities in line with the requirements 
of Ssection 19(1B-E) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.
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Sustainable development
An approach to development that aims to allow economic growth without damaging the 
environment or natural resources. Development that “meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.

Sustainability appraisal 
An assessment of the environmental, social and economic impacts of a local plan from the 
outset of the preparation process to check that the plan accords with the principles of 
sustainable development.

Tenure
The terms and conditions under which land or property is held or occupied, e.g. five year 
leasehold, freehold owner occupation, etc.

Tenure blind
This means that affordable housing is treated in the same way as market housing, so that it 
is indistinguishable.

Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
An order made by a local planning authority to protect a specific tree, a group of trees or 
woodland. TPOs prevent the felling, lopping, topping, uprooting or other deliberate damage 
of trees without the permission of the local planning authority. If consent is given, it can be 
subject to conditions which have to be followed. In the Secretary of State’s view, cutting roots 
is also a prohibited activity and requires the authority’s consent.

Urban
Having the characteristics of a town or a city; an area dominated by built development. 

Vascular Plants 
Those species which have different and specialised tissues for the transport of water and 
minerals from roots to shoots and the products of photosynthesis (i.e. “food”]) from leaves to 
other plant parts both below- and above-ground

Village design statement
A document that identifies and defines the distinctive characteristics of a locality and 
provides design guidance to influence its future development and improve the physical 
qualities of the area. Village design statements have generally been produced for rural areas, 
often by parish councils.

Wildlife corridor
Areas of habitat connecting wildlife populations, a link of wildlife habitat, generally native 
vegetation, which joins two or more larger areas of similar wildlife habitat. Corridors are 
critical for the maintenance of ecological processes including allowing for the movement of 
animals and the continuation of viable populations of plants and animals.

Windfall sites
Sites not specifically identified in the development plan.
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ARCHI, The Worldwide Archaeological and Historic Sites Index with Maps
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Basingstoke Canal Society
https://basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
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British History Online
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British Listed Buildings
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Building Projects – Wildlife Friendly Housing
National Housebuilding Council (NHBC)
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Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE)
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλcłeλorgλuĐ
• Centre for Sustainable Energy - ‘How green is my plan?’
• Centre for Sustainable Energy – Carbon Footprint Report  
• Centre for Sustainable Energy – Community Carbon Calculator 2021.

CPRE – The Countryside Charity. Hampshire and North Hampshire
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλcĻreλorgλuĐω
• What gets built and where
• Countryside next door
• Strategic vision for Hampshire
• Hedgerows
• Water
• Climate Change and Energy
• Litter
• Landscape
• Dark Skies.
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Dogmersfield Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2016–2032
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Domesday reloaded – project complete, now archived and no longer available online 
without request.

E

Ethos Environmental Planning – Habitat and Biodiversity Net Gain Summary for Shapley 
Heath and other environmental papers and maps.

Environmental Dimension Partnership research for Hart District Council Shapley Heath 
project – agricultural land classifications, archaeological and heritage assessments.
ţţţλharŊλgoŢλuĐ  

Hart District Council Shapley Heath Garden Village 

F

Friends of the Earth – 20 Actions Parish and Town Councils can take on the Climate and 
Nature Emergency
hŊŊĻłνωωĻolicũλöriendłoöŊheearŊhλuĐωreĻorŊłω20ϒacŊionłϒĻariłhϒandϒŊoţnϒcouncilłϒcanϒŊaĐeϒ
clięaŊeϒandϒnaŊureϒeęergencũ

Friends of St Mary’s Winchfield
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλłŊęarũłţinchöieldλorgλuĐ

G

Government guidance papers: 
ţţţλgoŢλuĐ
• Protection and Management of Countryside Hedgerows  
• Construction near protected areas and wildlife
• Landscape, Countryside, Wildlife and Biodiversity
• Protecting Rural Landscapes and Features
• Historic Environment and Heritage / non-Heritage assets.
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Hampshire Bat Group 
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλhaęĻłhirebaŊgrouĻλorgλuĐω

Hampshire Ornithological Society
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλhołλorgλuĐω
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) flora and fauna in the Parish: 
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλhanŊłλgoŢλuĐωlandĻlanningandenŢironęenŊωenŢironęenŊωbiodiŢerłiŊũω
inöoręaŊioncenŊre
• Statutory and non-statutory designated sites
• Protected and notable species, 
• Priority habitats
• Ancient survey summary of wooded hedgerows.

Hart District Council 
ţţţλharŊλgoŢλuĐ
• Hart Biodiversity Action Plan 
• Hart Local Plan 2020 - 2032 and supporting documents
• Hart Local Plan 2032 site assessments
• Hart Local Development Framework
• Hart District Council Conservation Area Character Appraisal 2009. Basingstoke Canal 

Conservation Area. Maps on pages 1 and 6 of, area 5
• Hart District Council Climate Change Action Plan 2020
• Hart District Council Action Plan for net zero carbon future
• Hart District Council website for Winchfield 
• Hart Green Infrastructure Strategy 2017
• Hart District Council Brownfield Land register and Report 2022
• Hart News – twice a year – hard copy news update delivered to every household in Hart 

Hampshire County Council
ţţţλhanŊłλgoŢλuĐ
• Cycling and Walking strategy
• Integrated Landscape Character Assessment 2012 
• Historic Environment Record 
• Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record
• Historic Landscape Assessment
Hampshire County Council ‘Hampshire Treasures, volume three, Hart and Rushmoor. Book 
–no longer available on line or new in print

Hampshire County Council Historic Settlement Surveys: Winchfield 
hŊŊĻłνωωdocuęenŊłλhanŊłλgoŢλuĐωlandłcaĻeωhiłŊoricϒłeŊŊleęenŊω
Winchöield>iłŊoric|ural�eŊŊleęenŊĻublicaŊionλĻdö

Hurst, Winchfield 
hŊŊĻłνωωdocuęenŊłλhanŊłλgoŢλuĐωlandłcaĻeωhiłŊoricϒłeŊŊleęenŊω
Winchöield>urłŊ>iłŊoric|ural�eŊŊleęenŊĻublicaŊionλĻdö
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλhiţţŊλorgλuĐω

Hartley Wintney Neighbourhood Plan 2019 – 2032
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλharŊλgoŢλuĐωharŊleũϒţinŊneũ

Historic England (Previously English Heritage)
hŊŊĻłνωωhiłŊoricenglandλorgλuĐω
• Heritage and Non-Heritage Assets
• Managing Historic Environments
• Historic Environment Planning Practice

Hook Neighbourhood Plan 2018 – 2032
hŊŊĻłνωωneighbourhoodĻlanλhooĐλgoŢλuĐω

I 

Illustrated History of Winchfield and the Hospital. Anne Pitcher
Not available online and no longer in print as ‘new’

L

Living with Nature – five wildlife friendly construction innovations
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλĻołiŊiŢeλneţłωenŢironęenŊωłułŊainableϒdeŢeloĻęenŊωöiŢeϒţildliöeϒöriendlũϒ
conłŊrucŊionϒęeałurełω

M

Mapping the Hampshire Ecological Network, Winchfield Parish 
hŊŊĻłνωωdocuęenŊłλhanŊłλgoŢλuĐωbiodiŢerłiŊũω
XaĻĻingŊhe>aęĻłhire&cologicalNeŊţorĐ8inal|eĻorŊλĻdö

N

Natural England - Carbon Storage and Sequestration by Habitat 2021
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλgoŢλuĐωgoŢernęenŊωorganiłaŊionłωnaŊuralϒengland
Neighbourhood Planning – RocaliŊũ, all releŢanŊ ŊoolĐiŊł and guidance noŊeł  
Ancluding Neighbourhood Planning in a �lięaŊe &ęergencũ 
hŊŊĻłνωωneighbourhoodĻlanningλorgωŊoolĐiŊłϒandϒguidanceω

National Archives
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλnaŊionalarchiŢełλgoŢλuĐω

National Library of Scotland – 1870s Ordnance Survey maps
hŊŊĻłνωωęaĻłλnlłλuĐω

Natural England
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλgoŢλuĐωgoŢernęenŊωorganiłaŊionłωnaŊuralϒengland
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O

Odiham Neighbourhood Plan 2016–2032
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλharŊλgoŢλuĐωłiŊełωdeöaulŊωöilełω3ϗ iłiŊingϗ>arŊω�oţnłϗandϗĻariłhełω
`dihaęЙ20N>Й20ĻlanЙ20adoĻŊedЙ20NuneЙ2020΋7λĻdö

P

Pill box Study Group
hŊŊĻνωωţţţλĻillboŨϒłŊudũϒgrouĻλorgλuĐω

Pub History Society
hŊŊĻνωωţţţλĻubhiłŊorũłocieŊũλcoλuĐω

R

Records of Winchfield, Hants. Rev C.F. Seymour MA (late Rector of the Parish and C.F.Trower 
Esq. M.A. Barrister-at-law. 
Not available on line and no longer in print as ‘new’ 

T

The Institute of Lighting Professionals
hŊŊĻłνωωŊheilĻλorgλuĐω

The Orchard Project
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλŊheorchardĻroČecŊλorgλuĐω

The National Planning Policy Framework
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλgoŢλuĐωgoŢernęenŊωĻublicaŊionłωnaŊionalϒĻlanningϒĻolicũϒöraęeţorĐϒϒ2

The Woodland Trust – How trees fight climate change
hŊŊĻłνωωţţţλţoodlandŊrułŊλorgλuĐω

W

Wikipedia – Winchfield 
hŊŊĻłνωωenλţiĐiĻediaλorgωţiĐiωWinchöield

Winchfield Key Views, Michelle Bolger Expert Landscape Consultancy
hŊŊĻνωωţţţλţinchöieldϒĻcλorgλuĐωcoęęuniŊũωţinchöieldϒĻariłhϒcouncilϒ7Β0ΎωĐeũϒŢieţłω

Winchfield Landscape Character Assessment. Michelle Bolger Expert Landscape Consultancy
hŊŊĻνωωţţţλţinchöieldϒĻcλorgλuĐωcoęęuniŊũωţinchöieldϒĻariłhϒcouncilϒ7Β0Ύωlocalϒareaϒ
ałłełłęenŊω
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Winchfield Walks – website link. Leaflets and QR codes available around the Parish
http://www.winchfield-pc.org.uk/community/winchfield-parish-council-7804/walks-in-
winchfield/

Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan 2015 - 2032 
https://www.hart.gov.uk/winchfield

Woodland Trust research report - U.K.’s woods and trees 2021
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/research-and-evidence/

Consulted maps include:

•	 Taylors map of Hampshire. 1759
•	 Winchfield Tithe Map. 1849
•	 Ordnance Survey Maps 1932 – current day










