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FURTHER INFORMATION

We can provide this leaflet in LARGE PRINT, on tape and in 
Braille. Also, for people whose first language is not English.

If you would like this translated into any of the following languages, 
please telephone 01252 774420

French

German

Spanish

Bengali

Hindi

Punjabi

Cantonese

Mandarin



Introduction

This leaflet provides basic advice and information for people who are 
experiencing relationship breakdown, and wish to stay in their home, or 
find alternative accommodation. If you are experiencing problems that 
you think will affect your housing situation, you should contact our Duty 
Housing Options Officer at the Civic Offices on telephone number 
(01252) 774420 for advice. 

Rights to your current home

If you and/or your partner rent your home and your relationship breaks 
down, your rights to stay in your home will depend on:

�x whose name is on the tenancy agreement; 
�x whether you and your partner are married, in a registered civil 

partnership (Civil partnerships allow same-sex couples the chance 
to enjoy the same rights and responsibilities as people who are 
married. Civil partnerships are only available to couples of the 
same sex), or living with your partner. 

If your name is on the tenancy agreement, either as a joint tenant or a 
sole tenant, you have the legal right to stay in your home. Your 
Landlord will not be able to evict you unless you break the terms of 
your tenancy agreement, for example if you do not pay the rent or if 
you cause a nuisance to your neighbours.

If your name is not on the tenancy agreement, your rights to live in the 
property once you and your partner have split up will depend on what 
kind of relationship you are in.

What kind of relationship are you in?

We are married or in a registered civil partnership

Even if your name is not on the tenancy agreement, if you are married 
or in a civil partnership you automatically have a right to stay in the 
home even after your relationship ends, provided you are still legally 
married. If you want to remain in the home after a divorce you must tell 
your solicitor who can ask the court to extend your right to stay there. 

My partner and I live together

Many people assume that if they live together, they have the same



rights as a married couple. However, this is not the case. If you live 
together but your name is not on the tenancy agreement, you won't 
automatically be able to stay in the home if your partner wants you to 
leave, even if you have children. 

If your partner moves out and is no longer using the accommodation as
her/his only or main home, the tenancy conditions will be broken and 
the landlord can end the tenancy and evict you, unless you have an 
occupation order.

You can apply to the county or magistrates court for an occupation 
order, which could allow you to stay in the family home for up to 12 
months. For more information on occupation orders please contact you 
local Citizens Advice (contact list at the end of this leaflet), a solicitor or 
the Duty Housing Options Officer at Hart Council on 01252 774420.

What if my partner/spouse/civil partner tries to end our joint 
tenancy?

If you rent from the Council, a housing association or registered social 
landlord and have a secure or assured tenancy, your partner has to 
end the tenancy as follows:

�x by giving valid notice, or with the agreement of both joint tenants 
and the landlord. 

If one joint tenant gives valid notice this can end the whole joint 
tenancy. A valid notice is one that is:

�x in writing, and;
�x is for at least four weeks, and; 
�x expires on the first or last day of the period of the tenancy.

If your relationship has broken down and you want to stay in your 
home, and you suspect that your partner/spouse/civil partner is going 
to give notice on your secure or assured joint tenancy, you could apply 
to the courts for an injunction. An injunction could stop your 
partner/spouse/civil partner from giving notice and ending the tenancy, 
which is particularly useful if you are interested in trying to change the 
tenancy to your name only.

If you rent from a private landlord, again, if your partner/spouse/civil 
partner ends your tenancy by giving valid notice, it will end the whole 
joint tenancy. If your relationship is breaking down, you can still apply 



for an injunction as above but it may also be practical to talk to your 
landlord and ask them to let you know if your partner attempts to end 
the tenancy. 

Transferring your home from a Joint to a Sole Tenancy

In the long-term it is often possible, either by agreement between you 
and your former partner or by court order, for a home to be transferred 
from joint names to one sole name. This is especially likely in cases 
where the transfer is to enable children to live in the home.

Responsibility for children

Once a relationship ends, decisions have to be made about who will 
care for any children of the relationship. Many parents are able to make 
arrangements amicably between themselves about where the children 
live and visiting arrangements for the other parent. However, if this is 
not possible, decisions can be made by the courts, including the 
transfer of property and a tenancy.

A court will only make an order concerning children if it feels it is in the 
best interests of the child to do so. The main orders that may be made 
by a court are for:

�x a residence order to determine who the child should live with; 
�x a contact order to determine who the child should have contact with 

and what form of contact.

If you would like more information on how to obtain a Residence Order 
or Contact Order you will need to seek advice from your local Citizens 
Advice Bureau (contact details at the end of this leaflet) or a solicitor.

Financial Problems

If you break up with your partner you may be financially worse off than 
before. If you have debts it is important to seek advice from our Duty 
Housing Options Officer at the Civic Offices on telephone number 
(01252) 774420 or your local Citizens Advice Bureau (contact details at 
the end of this leaflet). 

If you need advice on what benefits you may be entitled to please 
contact your local Job Centre Plus (contact details at the end of this 
leaflet). If you need advice on applying for housing benefit please 



contact Hart District Council’s Housing Benefit Department on 
telephone number (01252) 774444. 

How can the Council help?

If you need to find somewhere to live, then we have a duty to help and 
advise you, regardless of your circumstances. 

The Council will only rehouse owner-occupiers in very limited 
circumstances, most commonly where repossession by lenders is likely 
or where a threat of violence makes the home you own unsafe for you 
to live in. 

The Council will not accept you as homeless and house you simply 
because your relationship has broken down with a partner who shares 
your home. We would usually expect you to take steps to arrange a 
transfer of your present home into your sole name if that is realistic.

If you can no longer remain in your home because of violence or 
threats of violence from someone living in your home, then you should 
contact our Duty Housing Options Officer at the Civic Offices on 
telephone number (01252) 774420 straight away. Any information you 
provide will be confidential and subject to the Data protection Act 1998 
and Freedom of Information Act 2004. You may also wish to read our 
‘Domestic Violence’ leaflet which is available in the civic office 
reception or on our website.

If you are homeless through no fault of your own and have a ‘priority 
need’ under the homelessness legislation, then the Council may have a 
duty to re-house you. For further information regarding the 
homelessness application process, please see Hart District Council’s 
‘Housing Advice and Homelessness’ leaflet or contact our Duty 
Housing Options Officer at the Civic Offices on telephone number 
(01252) 774420



Useful Contacts

Organisation Telephone Number

Job Centre Plus, South Western House
Station Road, Aldershot GU11 1HP 01252 356500

Job Centre Plus, Princeton House
1-5 Victoria Road, Farnborough GU14 7NP 01252 805000

Job Centre Plus, Crown Buildings
Winchester Road, Basingstoke RG21 8ES 01256 726400

Fleet & District Citizens Advice Bureau, 

Civic Offices, Harlington Way, Fleet GU51 4AE

(www.nacab.org.uk)

01252 617922

Farnborough Citizens Advice Bureau,

Elles Hall, Meuden Avenue, Farnborough 
GU14 7UE  (www.nacab.org.uk)

0845 1203752

Yateley and District Citizens Advice Bureau,

Royal Oak Close, Yateley GU46 7UD

(www.nacab.org.uk)

01252 878410

Relate, Chute House, Chute Street, 
Basingstoke

012526 324364

Relate, 12 Arthur Street, Aldershot 01252 324679

Shelter Line (24 Hours) 0808 800 444

Women’s Aid National Domestic Violence 
Helpline (24 hours)

0808 2000 247

All Housing Advice Leaflets are available in the Hart District Council 
Reception or via our website at www.hart.gov.uk



How can I contact the Housing Needs Section at Hart District 
Council?

If you would like any advice about your housing options following a 
relationship breakdown please contact our Duty Housing Options 
Officer by either:

�x Telephoning our Housing Needs Section on (01252) 77420, 
�x Calling into the Civic Offices between Monday and Friday, 9am to 

12pm, or 1pm to 4pm, for an interview with the Duty Housing 
Options Officer;

�x Emailing housing@hart.gov.uk;
�x Faxing the Housing Needs Section on (01252) 774260,
�x Writing to:

Hart District Council
Civic Offices
Harlington Way
Fleet
Hants
GU51 4AE


