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5 Character Area 9: Winchfield

Description

5.20 This character area is bounded to the north by the 
edge of Hartley Wintney and to the east and west 
by the valleys of the rivers Hart and Whitewater.  
To the south, the boundary marks an approximate 
change in vegetation and landscape character 
between the predominantly ‘heathy’ pasture and 
woodland of this area and the non-heathy farmland 
and woodland to the south around Dogmersfield. 

Main distinguishing features

�x a mosaic of farmland and woodland which contain strong heathy 
characteristics (e.g. with birch, pine, bracken and gorse evident in 
hedgerows and woods) to the south but which are absent from 
farmland to the north-east;

�x a moderately enclosed landscape except for the area to the east of 
Winchfield which has a denuded and exposed character;

�x an area fragmented and bounded by roads (including the M3 
motorway, the A30, the A323 and the B3016) and the railway line, 
which intrude upon its essentially rural character.

Enhancement priorities

5.21 The quality of the mixed farmland and woodland of this area is generally 
good but is compromised in places by the visual intrusion and severance 
caused by roads and overhead power lines and by a loss of landscape 
features resulting from agricultural intensification.  The priority for 
intervention therefore centres around reducing these impacts and 
replacing landscape structure in denuded areas. 
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Main enhancement priorities

�x management of existing woodlands, hedgerows and trees to secure 
their long-term presence within the landscape and maximise their 
landscape and ecological value

�x new planting of woods, hedgerows and trees around the fringes of 
settlements and along road corridors, to provide better integration 
within the landscape

�x replacement of woods, hedgerows and trees within denuded areas of 
open countryside
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