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Character Area 6: Firgrove

Description

This character area forms a fragmented belt
farmland which lies between the edge of the
Blackwater Valley, the extensive forests and
heaths of Bramshill and Minley, and between th
urban areas of Yateley and Blackwater.

Main distinguishing features

X a more or less consistent pattern of mixed farmland and woodland,
with  medium-scale fields framed by a backdrop of woodland
(including remnant ancient semi-natural woodland) and a strong
hedgerow structure;

x a distinctively heathy character to the woods, hedges and verges
with oak, birch, pine, gorse and bracken as frequent components
and indicators of a former heathland character;

X an essentially rural character but with localised suburbanising
influences of roads and built development (particularly around the
fringes of Yateley, Blackwater and ribbon development along the
B3272) and the intrusion of overhead power lines;

X the attractive villages of Eversley Cross and Up Green with their
vernacular dwellings, traditional village greens and nucleated form.

Enhancement priorities

This area has a fairly consistent character, being predominantly
classified as mixed pasture and woodland. However, its fragmented
nature contributes to a variable landscape quality and, particularly, to the
east, its quality is affected by the proximity of urban development. The
priority for intervention in this area is, therefore, to provide better
integration of built development within the landscape and to reinforce the
characteristic mosaic of woods, hedgerows and pasture through new
planting.
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Mixed pasture and woodland near Eversley
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Main enhancement priorities

X management of existing woodlands, hedgerows and trees within the
river corridor, to secure their long-term presence within the
landscape and maximise their landscape and ecological value

X new planting of woods, hedgerows and trees around the fringes of
urban areas and settlements and along road corridors, to provide
better integration of development within the landscape

X encourage development of heathy vegetation along roadside verges,
field margins and within woods
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Broadleaved woodland near
Eversley

Mixed pasture and woodland
(small-scale) near Eversiley

Mixed pasture and woodland
(large-scale) near Up Green



