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Character Area 5: Blackwater Valley

Description

The Blackwater River forms the northernn
boundary of Hart District and this character ar|
embraces the floodplain and fringing farmlan
lying to the south of the river and is defined to th
south by the limit of land associated with, or
providing a setting for the river valley.

Main distinguishing features

x the distinctively riparian character of the broad, flat, low-lying
valley floor with its riverside pastures, willow-lined watercourses
and well-treed character;

X gentle valley sides, often quite open in character, which form a
setting for the valley floor and are commonly framed by a backdrop
of woodland;

X varying character from the pastoral, rural and generally unspoilt
character of the western section of the valley; the dominance of open
water and wetlands in the central section; and the influence of
urban development, roads and railway along the easternmost
section which forms a communications corridor;

X sparse settlement pattern to the west, with roads and buildings
located along the higher ground of the valley sides avoiding the wet
valley floor;

x dominant urban form to the east, occupying land right up to the
edge of the floodplain.

Enhancement priorities

The western part of the Blackwater Valley has a rural, unspoilt character
and generally comprises attractive landscape of good quality. However,
in its central section, mineral extraction and amenity uses have altered
these qualities and, towards its eastern end, landscape quality becomes
progressively influenced by urban development, including buildings,
industry, roads and railway lines.
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Blackwater Valley landscape types (see Figure 4 for key)

Wetlands in the Blackwater Valley near Yateley



5.13

The main enhancement priorities for this Character Area are to provide
better integration of built development within the valley landscape by
new planting and to maximise the opportunities for the development of
diverse wetland habitats and landscapes in areas where mineral
extraction has taken place. Elsewhere, there is a need to restore
landscape structure along some of the more denuded valley sides and
reinforce the intimate, pastoral character of the valley floor.

Main enhancement priorities

X management of existing woodlands, hedgerows and trees within the
river corridor, to secure their long-term presence within the
landscape and maximise their landscape and ecological value

X new planting of woods, hedgerows and trees to form a stronger
landscape structure in denuded valleyside areas and to help
integrate development and communications within the river corridor

x planting of willows and other appropriate species alongside
watercourses within the valley floor where the typically intimate,
riparian character of the floodplain has been weakened

X where possible, creation of a more diverse range of wetland habitats
within the valley floor, including wet grasslands, seasonally flooded
areas, marshes and wet woodland.
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Floodplain farmland near
Eversley Cross

Floodplain farmland on the

Jringes of Blackwater

Wetlands near Yateley



