
 
 
Application for prior notification – proposed 
demolition 
 
NATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
 

• A completed form or written description of the proposed development 
 

• A statement that the applicant has displayed a site notice in accordance with 
A.2(b)(iii) of Part 31 of Schedule 2 to the General Permitted Development 
Order 1995 

 
• The appropriate fee 

 
 
LOCAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
Additional Mandatory 
Documents 
 

Photographs and photomontages showing the 
building to be demolished 
 

 



 
 
Conditional 
Documents 
Required 

Document Type Circumstances when document 
should be submitted 

 Ecological Statement If the proposal involves the 
demolition of an existing building, by 
a bat survey to confirm whether bats 
might be present. 

Natural England, via their network of 
licensed volunteer bat wardens, 
provide an initial free survey as to the 
potential for the presence of bats for 
householder applications. If this is 
undertaken then the submission of 
the relevant report should be 
sufficient to clarify the issue of bat 
presence. 
 

 Environmental Impact 
Assessment 

Required for all Schedule 1 and 
some Schedule 2 projects as defined 
by the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(England and Wales) Regulations) 
1999. (Link) To be provided in the 
form set out in Schedule 4. (link) If an 
EIA is not required the LPA may still 
require environmental information to 
be provided. 

 Land Contamination 
Assessment 

Where contamination is known or 
suspected to exist or the proposed 
use is vulnerable and is included on 
the list of contaminated sites. Within 
250 metres of a currently licensed or 
historic landfill site. 

 Landscaping details Where existing trees, hedges and 
other landscape features will be 
affected by the proposals and 
landscaping needs to be considered 
an integral part of the development.  
 
Proposals to include details of 
proposals, long term maintenance 
and landscape management 

 Tree  survey and 
arboricultural  
implications. 

Required for all applications where 
trees or hedgerows are proposed to 
be lost or would be affected by the 
development. 

 



Photographs and Photomontages 
 
These provide useful background information and can help to show how large 
developments can be satisfactorily integrated within the street scene. 
Photographs should be provided if the proposal involves the demolition of an 
existing building or development affecting a conservation area or a listed 
building. 
 



• Environmental Statement 
 
The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations (SI 1999/293), as amended, set out the circumstances in which 
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required. EIA may obviate the 
need for other more specific assessments. 
 
Where an EIA is required, Schedule 4 to the regulations sets out the 
information that should be included in an Environmental Statement. The 
information in the Environmental Statement has to be taken into consideration 
when the local planning authority decides whether to grant planning consent. 
It may be helpful for a developer to request a ‘screening opinion’ (i.e. to 
determine whether EIA is required) from the local planning authority before 
submitting a planning application. In cases, where a full EIA is not required, 
the local planning authority may still require environmental information to be 
provided. 
 



Land Contamination assessment 
 
Applications may also need to be accompanied by a land contamination 
assessment which should include an extended assessment of contamination 
in line with Planning Policy Statement 23: Planning and Pollution Control 
(November 2004). Sufficient information should be required to determine the 
existence or otherwise of contamination, its nature and the risks it may pose 
and whether these can be satisfactorily reduced to an acceptable level. 
Where contamination is known or suspected or the proposed use would be 
particularly vulnerable, the applicant should provide such information with the 
application as is necessary to determine whether the proposed development 
can proceed. 
 



Landscaping details 
 
Applications may be accompanied by landscaping details and include 
proposals for long term maintenance and landscape management. There 
should be reference to landscaping and detailed landscaping proposals which 
follow from the design concept in the Design and Access Statement, if 
required. Existing trees and other vegetation should, where practicable, be 
retained in new developments and protected during the construction of the 
development. 
 



• Tree survey/Arboricultural implications 
 
Where there are trees within the application site, or on land adjacent to it that 
could influence or be affected by the development (including street trees), 
information will be required on which trees are to be retained and on the 
means of protecting these trees during construction works. This information 
should be prepared by a qualified arboriculturist. 
 
Full guidance on the survey information, protection plan and method 
statement that should be provided with an application is set out in the current 
BS5837 ‘Trees in relation to construction – Recommendations’. Using the 
methodology set out in the BS should help to ensure that development is 
suitably integrated with trees and that potential conflicts are avoided. 
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