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HartLife is a monthly online publication from Hart District Council. If you would like to advertise a community event either in 
HartLife or on the Hart website, please email the details to webmaster@hart.gov.uk and we will do our best to include it in the next 
issue. Copy deadline is the 20th of the month prior to the cover date (i.e. 20th November for the December issue).  
If you would like an email reminder when each issue of HartLife is published, send a blank email with the subject line “SUBSCRIBE 
HARTLIFE” to webmaster@hart.gov.uk and we’ll add you to the subscriber list. Please note that your email address will not be used 
for any other purpose.  

In this issue … 
South Warnborough bid  p1 
Events in Hart District p2 
Disability Sports changes  p3 
Goldfish Pollution  p3 
March 27th Census  p4 
Graffiti Busting  Week p5 
Citizens Panel  p5 
Workers Workouts  p6 
Soccer at Six  p7 
Junior Sports Courses p7 
Community Safety News p8 
Six -a-Side Tournament p9 
Fleet  Pond Volunteer       p10 
Soccer on Saturday          p11 

Multi Use Games Area bid by South Warnborough Residents 

 
 

Two councillors were at a special Showing of the film 'Eat, Pray, Love'  in the Ridley Hall, South 
Warnborough, to help raise funds for a combined tennis and five a side football court in the village 
playground. The project is the result of a petition by residents, which was presented at the last Parish 
Assembly, and is now being carried forward by a committee of keen villagers.   
  
The local group is chaired by Portia Kennedy, who is seen here with her daughter, Perdita who collected 
many of the signatures on the petition requesting the court, otherwise known as a MUGA or Multi Use 
Games Area. Also shown are local Councillor John Kennett, Vice Chairman of Hart, who is an honorary 
member of Mrs. Kennedy's Committee and County Councillor Jonathan Glenn,  who is supporting the project 
from his Devolved Community Fund. 
 

Yew avenue in the grounds of The Elvetham Hotel
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Events in March 2011 

Wed  2nd March FLEET– Live & Unplugged acoustic music evening at  
The Harlington, Fleet. Headline acts with support from local musicians  
in our relaxing and intimate café/bar. Free entry – bar and snacks  
available. Doors 7.30pm. Details: 01252 811009 www.theharlington.co.uk 
 
Sat 5th March YATELEY. Race Night at Yateley Manor School.  
Doors open at 7:30pm Admission £7.50 includes fish & chip supper  
(bring your own drinks). Further details from Lorelei Morris on  
07845 544059 or Sian Williams on 07791 380355. Fundraising for  
Girl Guide GOLD projects. 
 
Wed 16th March FLEET– Live & Unplugged acoustic music evening at  
The Harlington, Fleet. Headline acts with support from local musicians  
in our relaxing and intimate café/bar. Free entry – bar and snacks  
available. Doors 7.30pm. Details: 01252 811009 www.theharlington.co.uk 

Mon 21st – Fri 25th March HART Graffiti Busting Week. Please report any graffiti which you see in 
the district to the community-safety-team@hart.gov.uk or ring 01252 774229 

Wed 23rd March HARTLEY WINTNEY. "A Night at the Opera" –  
The world renowned opera group "Opera d'Amiici" will be performing at "The  
Cricketers", The Green, Hartley Wintney for a "black tie & posh frocks" evening 
 of classic and popular opera accompanied by a four course set dinner. Tickets  
£40 per person. Bookings 01252 842166 or email: cricketers@newpubco.com  
for full details and a menu. 

Thu 24th March NORTH WARNBOROUGH North Warnborough & District Gardening Club meeting at 
North Warnborough Village Hall at 1.45 pm for a 2.15 pm start. The speaker this month will be 
Gerald Ponting who will be talking on "Shakespeare's Fantastic Garlands". The competitions for 
March are: 1) Five varieties of narcissi 2). A display of spring flowers in a small jug. Visitors are 
very welcome to join us.  We are a friendly club who share an enthusiasm for gardens and 
gardening.  During the growing season we always have a plant stall starting at 1.45 pm.  For 
further information please telephone 01252-626524. 

April 2011 

Wed 13th April TBA Volunteer Recognition Event - Hart's Chairman Cllr Colin Ive is organising an 
event to celebrate and recognise the volunteers who give up their time to help others in the 
District. Further details and the nomination form may be found on the Hart website Chairman's 
Pages  

Sat 30th April FLEET: "Samtana" Santana Tribute Band at the Harlington  
Centre, Gurkha Square Fleet 8.00pm Tickets available in person at The  
Harlington Or online at www.samtana.co.uk £8 in advance £10 on the  
door. SAMTANA boasts a full line up of Latin Percussion, Drums, Congas  
and Timbale. These key elements of Latin Rock anchor the smooth yet  
energetic bass. No Santana tribute would be complete without the vintage 
Hammond Organ sound and SAMTANA are the only UK Santana tribute to  
use an authentic 60's Hammond Organ.  
More details at www.theharlington.co.uk 



 Hart life – March 2011 - p3 

Disability Sports Sessions Relocated. 
 
Free sports disability sessions run by the ‘Safer Hart’  
Partnership, Hart District Council and Aldershot Town  
FC’s 'Football In The Community' Trust are to change  
venue from Wednesday 23 February.   
 
These sessions were previously run at the Hart Leisure  
Centre, Fleet but are now merging with those being run 
 in Farnborough. 
 
The new sessions will take place at Oak Farm  
Community School, every Wednesday from 09:30 –  
11:00 during term-time.  They are pan-sports and  
adaptable to the needs and abilities of those attending. 
 
Richard Denham, co-ordinator for ‘Safer Hart’ adds:  
“The Aldershot FC Community Trust does a lot of  
good work within the local community and we are  
happy to support this.” 
 
Anyone who would like to take part or find out more  
should ring the Trust on 01252 339384. 

 
Goldfish in Elvetham Heath Pond 
 
Hart District Council’s Countryside Service has 
recently taken a number of calls about Goldfish in 
the pond at Elvetham Heath. Three years ago, the 
Countryside service removed all the goldfish from 
the pond on Elvetham Heath. This was due to 
regular deposits of fish being made from unknown 
sources. However it has recently been alleged that 
a 12 inch fish has been seen in the pond, this 
would suggest that new goldfish have been 
introduced in the last couple of weeks.  
 

Unfortunately when goldfish are removed from a 
filtered, oxygenated environment to a pond such 
as the one at Elvetham Heath it can cause them a 
great deal of distress and can easily kill them with 
shock related death. 
 

Under no circumstances should people release 
captive fish into the natural environment. For 
more information please email Hart’s countryside 
service on countryside@hart.gov.uk 
 



 Hart life – March 2011 - p4 

The 2011 Census takes place on March 27th 2011 
 

      
 
 
 
 Help tomorrow take shape 

The census collects information about the population 
every ten years. You need to take part so that 
services in your area – like schools, hospitals, 
housing, roads and emergency services – can be 
planned and funded for the future. 
Which is why it is important that every household in 
England and Wales takes part when the census 
happens in March 2011. This is your big chance to 
help shape tomorrow. 
 

What is a census? 
A census is a count of the whole population. We 
have had one in the UK every ten years since 1801 
(except during the war in 1941) to find out more 
about who we are as a nation. 
 

Why do we need a census?  
A lot has changed over the last ten years. But what – 
exactly?  How many people live in England and Wales 
now, how do they live their lives, get to and from 
work, how many children do they have …  … and so 
what services do they need in their area? 
The best way to include everyone and make every 
penny count is to use all of the good information 
provided by the census. So on March 27th 2011, 
every household in England and Wales will be asked 
to complete a census questionnaire. 

 

Does everyone have to take part? 
Yes they do. The census is compulsory and if you 
don’t take part you could be fined up to £1,000. 
 

So what do you need to do? 
Nothing right now. 
Your questionnaire will be posted to you in a 
purple census envelope in March. There will be 
two ways to complete your questionnaire – either 
online or on paper. A pre-paid envelope will be 
provided for postal return.  
 

To find out more about the census visit  
www.census.gov.uk 
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We want to hear your views …  
… about a great many aspects of our work.  Our Citizens Panel are a  
diverse group of residents representing all parts of the district, all ages, 
 all household types, working and retired people, housewife superstars,  
disabled residents and their carers … in fact anyone who uses our services 
and may have an opinion about how they are (or should) be delivered. 
 
We are always keen to have new members join the panel – for details visit the 
www.hart.gov.uk website and click on the “Hart to Hart” logo at the bottom of any page. 

Hart D.C. on Twitter and Facebook. 
Did you know that Hart District Council has a Facebook page?  Our Facebook page can be found at 
http://www.facebook.com/HartDistrictCouncil or if you have a Facebook account you can search for our 
page.  Our two Leisure Centres also have Facebook pages to keep users informed about the latest courses 
and places available. These are named HartLeisure and FrogmoreLeisureCentre 
We use Facebook because it is free, and provides a faster means of getting information out to interested 
residents who follow these services. Facebook users can also ask questions and we’ll do our best to answer 
them as quickly as possible. If you have a Facebook account look us up and tell us what you think of our page. 
We are open to suggestions for content which you may find useful. We also Tweet! @Hart_DC 
 
***HOOK Parish Council also have a Facebook page now so if you live in the Hook area 
 and have a Facebook account do look them up http://www.facebook.com/HookParishCouncil and join in the 
conversation! 

 

Hart Graffiti Busting Week March 21st – 25th 2011 
 

THE Safer Hart Partnership is appealing to people in Hart to report local graffiti to it so that it can be 
removed during the seventh bi-annual Graffiti Busting Week (March 21 - 25). 
 
Hart’s Community Safety team only removes graffiti during the special week. Its aim is to encourage people 
to take pride in their surroundings while removing as much graffiti as possible from across the district. 
 
The partnership believes that graffiti not only spoils a community but encourages anti-social behaviour. It 
also heightens fear of crime and undermines faith in local services.  Last year 81 pieces of graffiti were 
removed.  Any left over will be given priority this year. 
 
Organiser Richard Denham commented: “Thanks to events like this, graffiti is not a big problem in Hart, 
however if left it can soon spread.  We still need permission from landowners to remove graffiti but if they 
consent then it will be removed free of charge.” 
 
Graffiti should be reported to community-safety-team@hart.gov.uk or ring 01252 774229. 
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Mavis Gray Voted Fleet Pond’s Top Volunteer 
 
Mavis Gray has volunteered for the Fleet Pond Society  
since 1985 and this dedication was recognised when she  
was honoured with the Hart Chairman’s Award for ‘Fleet  
Pond Society’s Volunteer of the Year 2010’.  
 
Hart Council Chairman, Councillor Colin Ive presented  
Mavis with the award at the Society’s recent AGM.   
 
In the citation, read out by Councillor Ive, it was noted that  
in her support of the Society Mavis wears a variety of hats.  
Over the years Mavis has manned information stands which  
raise the Society’s profile in the community and recruit new  
members, spent many hours preparing and providing food  
and refreshments at social events, at the Executive Committee  
meetings and at the monthly work parties, where her special  
energy cakes are legendary.  On the administration side, Mavis  
proof reads the quarterly newsletter and is a great support to  
her husband Colin Gray, the Society Chairman. 
 
Mavis’s reaction on receiving the award was one of shock and pleasure: 
 
‘This award has come as a complete surprise to me and I am both honoured and proud to receive it. I 
feel privileged to have been nominated and I thank Councillor Ive for coming along to present it to me.  
I have enjoyed all the years that I have been a part of the Society.’ 
 
Three nominations were received for ‘Volunteer of the Year 2010’ and the other two were:- 
 
Nick Keeley for his impressive sponsored cycle ride to Liverpool and back in July 2010 which has 
raised more than £4,000 for the Clearwater Campaign aimed at funding the preparation work for the 
restoration programme for Fleet Pond.  Nick had no support team for the ride, relying on his own 
initiative in finding food and overnight accommodation at each stage. Only on one occasion did he 
need to call on his wife Margaret to take him to the nearest hotel when there was none available at 
one of his stops. 
 
The ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ volunteer team led by Terry Austin, for their dedication to on-site 
management works while the Fleet Pond Ranger needed to devote all her time to writing the 
Management Plan.  The team regularly performs numerous week day support tasks around the 
Reserve including: building the new boat jetty at Kenilworth Wood, clearing the overgrown paths along 
the Brookly Stream, putting up protective fencing and repairing broken fencing as well as helping the 
Rangers with the reed bed project. 
 
As Chairman of Hart Council during 2009/2010, Councillor Sharyn Wheale donated the trophy to the 
Society to be awarded to the volunteer that the Executive Committee decided had contributed most to 
the Society either in the year in question or over several years leading up to the award. On this 
occasion the Executive Committee had a long debate over the merits of each nominee, all considered 
very worthy of nomination, but the vote for Mavis Gray to receive the award was unanimous.  
 
If you would like to learn more about the Fleet Pond Society and the Clearwater Campaign please visit 
the Society’s website at www.fleetpond.fccs.org.uk 
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