The Hartley Wintney Commons

The Hartley Wintney
Commons have a histor
going back to Saxon
times. Although they are
no longer used for
grazing or gathering fue

they are still a much
valued part of the life of
the community and with
their magnificent old
oaks, they are a haven
for wildlife.

The commons are owned and managed by Hart District Council which is keen to hear
what you value about the commons and how they should be managed in the future.
The Council has appointed consultants, Footprint Ecology, to carry out a public
consultation and write a management plan for the commons.

The commons are used all year round, largely by local people for walking with their children and dogs,
and as a short cut to move around the village. On average there are about 2500 visits to the commons
every week. In the past, parts of the commons were used for grazing by local farmers, and children
would play around the old pollard oaks which are still a feature in the woods, together with the oaks
planted on the Central Common after the Battle of Trafalgar.

The pollarded oaks have the spreading habit typical of
trees that have developed in the open. This suggests
that in the past these parts of the common were wood
pasture, with commoners grazing their animals under
widely spaced trees. These oaks and some of the other
older trees are particularly important for wildlife
including birds, bats and a number of nationally scarce
insects. There are also interesting areas of grassland,
some with dry sandy ground, a pocket of heathland
and several ponds.

Any management plan for the area will need to

consider the conservation of the old trees, and might

look to open up the woodlands to encourage the wildlife and reduce the dense regeneration of species
such as sycamore and holly and encourage oak and hornbeam. A number of invasive introduced plant
species such as laurel and snowberry in the woods and parrots feather in the ponds could be removed.



