
 
The commons on which this consultation is based are those shown 
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Green and Causeway Green, and to the south, the Phoenix Green 
Commons and the area to the west of the A30 known as the Nature 
Trail Common. 
 
 
The commons have been a part of the village life going back to Saxon 
times, although they were probably much larger in area in the past. 
Cricket has been played on the village green since 1770, and no 
doubt it was used for other recreational pursuits, including archery 
in earlier times.  
 
 
In the late 1800s the commons were surrounded by open fields most 
of which have been built upon and now make up the housing areas 
to the south of Hartley Wintney and in Phoenix Green. The best 
known trees in the village are those on the central green, dating 
from 1807 and planted by Lady St John Mildmay in response to a call 
for the planting of oak trees by Admiral Collingwood after the Battle 
of Trafalgar.   
 
 
However, in other wooded parts of the common, there are oaks of a 
comparable age and older, with the oldest going back to the 16th 
Century. These woodland oaks have been pollarded and have re-
grown with the spreading habit typical of trees that have developed 
in the open.  This suggests that in the past these parts of the  
common were probably wood pasture, with commoners grazing 
their animals under widely spaced trees. Indeed, local farmers were 
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were playing cricket and other games between the oaks. 
 

This background paper introduces the commons of Hartley Wintney and summarises their importance for 
people and wildlife. It goes on to describe a process for consulting on their future  management and gives 
some draft objectives and prescriptions for how these might be achieved. It provides the means for  
gathering the views of local people, and others with an interest in the commons, on the  features that are 
seen as important and how the commons should be managed in the future. 

The Hartley Wintney Commons  
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