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1.1 Site details 
 
  Notes 

Location Hartley Wintney Central 
Commons 
 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƻƴΣ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
Green, Causeway Green in the 
north and to the south, the 
Phoenix Green Commons and 
the area to the west of the 
A30 known as Nature Trail 
Common (See Map 1). 

County Hampshire  

District Hart  

Local Planning Authority Hart District Council  

Parish Council Hartley Wintney Parish Council  

Parliamentary Constituency North East Hampshire  

National Grid Reference SU 762567  

Total area of site 33.22 hectares  

Freehold 33.22 hectares  

Leasehold -  

Legal rights of access Details held by HDC  

Other agreements Details held by HDC  

Designations etc Common Land subject to a deed 
of access under the Law of 
Property Act 1925; Common 
Land Unit: CL 32  

See Map 3 

Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) 

Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC).   

The whole area is included and 
denotes that it is of county 
importance for its nature 
conservation interest. See 
Map 5.   

Archaeology/history WWII pillbox with brick 
shuttering and bricked up 
doorway SU758558 

 

Cultural features /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎite of 
the second oldest cricket pitch 
in England ς established 1776. 

 

Previous plans and reports  Hampshire Wildlife Trust 1992: 
Ecological Reports and 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
5ŀǾƛŘ DƻǊǎƪȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ 
Common and Phoenix Green 
Common.   

Used in the preparation of this 
plan. 

 Hampshire Wildlife Trust 1995: 
Hartley Wintney Central 
Commons and West Green 
Ecological Survey and Report.  
(ME Flatt BSc, MSc) 

Used in the preparation of this 
plan. 
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1.2 Physical Features 

 
Geology    Bagshot Formation Sands ς fine to medium grained yellow-brown sands with thin silt 
and clay lamellae and flint pebbles below - laid down in the mid Eocene period about 40 million 
years ago. 
 
Geomorphology   Part of a plateau at approximately 75 metres (200 feet above sea level) between 
the Rivers Hart and Whitewater. 
 
Soils   Mostly poorly drained but not waterlogged acid clay/sand loams with stones. 
 
Hydrology & Hydrochemistry   All the water courses are quite minor and some lack water in dry 
periods.  The largest drain, flows from Dilly Lane across the commons in a generally northerly 
direction, underneath the A30, to the north of Nature Trail Common at West Green Road. A few 
minor drains feed into this.  Small ponds are found in a number of locations. It is assumed the 
water is base-poor with a pH below neutral.   
 
Climate The climate is typical of south-central/south-east England.  Nearest available average Met 
Office records are for London which has an average annual rainfall of 593mm, average minimum 

January temperature 2°C and average maximum July temperature 22°C.   
 
 

1.3 Biological Features 
 

Old trees  
The old Oak trees are the most significant 
ecological feature of the Commons.  They are also 
an important part of in the cultural history of 
Hartley Wintney and its unique present day 
character.   Historically, the CƻƳƳƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǿƻƻŘ 
ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ς they provided local people with grazing 
for domestic livestock and a regular harvest of 
branches from the trees which grew at a low 
density with plenty of open space between them.  
Regular cutting of trees high enough to prevent 
grazing animals from eating the young shoots was 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǇƻƭƭŀǊŘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǘƭŜȅ ²ƛƴǘƴŜȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ haƪ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǇƻƭƭŀǊŘǎΩ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛŘŜ 
spreading branches arising from the point at the top of the trunk where they were cut in the past.  
These very old trees can now be found scattered within dense woodland on Phoenix Green and 
Nature Trail Commons, surrounded by many younger trees which have grown up since the 
ComƳƻƴǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀȊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΩ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƭŘ hak trees have a different history.  These 
are younger trees, dating from the early 19th Century when Lady St John Mildmay responded to a 
national appeal for the planting of trees for future naval ships by having Oaks planted in lines on 
Central Common and Hunts Common.  It is these Oaks, planted close to the heart of the village, 
that make a particular impact on anyone visiting Hartley Wintney for the first time.   
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A natural part of the ageing of a tree is the development of dead wood; indeed the dying of the 
heart wood and the hollowing of the trunk allows the tree to live longer by making it more stable. 
Specialised fungi and other micro-organisms produce dead and rotting wood.  Sap runs develop 
and the holes and cavities that form as decay proceeds are tremendously important for other 
wildlife; there are many species of insect that depend on these conditions and can live nowhere 
else. It has been estimated that in Britain more than 1600 species of invertebrate depend on dead 
wood and several species of birds and bats make use of the holes for breeding and roosting. An old 
tree, if growing well, can provide these conditions for centuries but eventually it will die and rot 
away so it is important that there are suitable trees of the right age nearby to provide continuity 
for the dependant wildlife.  
 
Whilst there has been no comprehensive survey of the species associated with dead wood at 
Hartley Wintney, some characteristic local invertebrates have been recorded from this habitat (see 
Appendix III) and  its is likely that many other interesting discoveries await. The old trees provide 
important habitat for bats. 
 
Woodland 
The woodland is a mix of broadleaved tree species and broadly fits the National Vegetation 
Classification community W10 Quercus robur/Pteridium aquilinum/Rubus fruticosus woodland.  
Until relatively recent times the Commons were predominantly open with scattered trees and the 
once open areas have quite recently developed ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΩ.  Such young woodland lacks 
the biological diversity that ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘǎ ƭƻƴƎ existence. However, 
there are references (Hampshire Wildlife Trust Biological Report and Management Proposals 1992) 
to that part of the area - between Winchfield Road, the Weir Road houses and the north boundary 
of the Charrington Estate ς as having been cƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƛƴ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ 
Woodland Inventory (see Map 4).  This appears to be on the basis of its significantly richer flora 
that includes a number of plants that have been regarded as ancient woodland indicators in 
Hampshire although these are not generally distributed over this block, but rather are associated 
with the ancient banks (Hall 1995).     
  
The site supports a good variety of woodland birds and the 1995 Hampshire Wildlife Trust 
Ecological Survey indicates the potential occurrence of several uncommon species, including 
Hawfinch.  It will be useful to update this information. The woodland must also be important as 
foraging habitat of the bats associated with the older trees.   
 
 
Grassland 
Areas of grassland that have been maintained by 
regular cutting occur ƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΣ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
Causeway Commons and at Phoenix Green.  On 
Central Common, north of the church, there is 
frequently mown grassland used for village events.  
Some of this, mainly nearer the church, is 
dominated by Common Bent  Agrostis capillaris 
and, though botanically rather poor, fits the 
National Vegetation Classification U4 Community 
Festuca ovina-Agrostis capillaris-Galium saxatile 
ό{ƘŜŜǇΩǎ CŜǎŎǳŜ- Common Bent ς Heath Bedstraw 
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community).  On the slope just north of the church, the close-mown sward retains elements of 
heathland with short mown Heather Calluna vulgaris, Heath Grass Danthonia decumbens, Mat 
Grass Nardus stricta, Ling Calluna vulgarisΣ .ƛǊŘΩǎ Coot Ornothopus perpusillus and on the opposite 
(east) side of the A323 there is another, less close-mown patch with Bell Heather Erica cinerea (see 
Fig 1, p20 for locations).  Sunny areas of bare sand in the regularly mown areas are used by several 
species of solitary bees and wasps.  To the north of the close-mown area and west of the A323, 
there is a damper area mown only annually and here there is a sward mainly dominated by bents, 
has Meadow Foxtail Alopecuus pratensis, Jointed Rush Juncus articulatus and Knapweed Centaurea 
nigra. ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ Ƴƻǿƴ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎupported the nationally 
scarce Chamomile Chamaemelum nobile in the outfield.  A small population of Cowslip Primula 
veris nearby is appreciated by many local people.    
 
Ponds 
There are 4 ponds within the area of this plan.  Turnpike Pond, opposite the Phoenix Public House, 
has a large quantity of Reedmace Typha latifolia invading from the margins and a substantial 
amount of ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ tŀǊǊƻǘΩǎ Ceather Myriophyllum aquaticum. The pond in the 
south of Phoenix Green Common is quite heavily shaded by surrounding trees and has abundant 
Floating Sweet Grass Glyceria fluitans with Bur Reed Sparganium erectum. The two ponds on 
Central Common have dense bank-side vegetation.   

 
 

2.1 Site management policy 
   

The Hartley Wintney Central Commons have been an integral part of the life of the village for 
hundreds of years and should be managed to maintain their character and integrity for centuries to 
come. 
 

Their most important natural feature is their old trees.  
There are the veterans that are survivors from a time 
when the Commons were managed as wood pasture, 
and the Mildmay Oaks, planted in the early 19th 
Century on Central Common.  For both these groups, 
growth conditions should be optimised to assist their 
long-term survival and there must be processes in 
place to ensure that when they die there are other 
suitable trees to replace them ς either by natural 
regeneration in open conditions in the case of the 
veterans or by planting Oaks of suitable provenance to 
take the place of lost Mildmay Oaks.  The value of the 
dead wood these trees support needs to be recognised 
and every effort made to conserve it on the trees, or 
failing that, beneath them.  However, there has been a 

long standing difficulty in retaining fallen dead wood as it is regularly removed for firewood.  For 
the veterans there is a very urgent need to remove the competition of younger trees around them 
so careful removal of trees threatening their survival is top priority.  Optimal management for the 
old trees will involve opening up dense woodland by selective clearance and this, along with 
removal of invasive introduced tree species, will diversify the woodland to the benefit of visitors 
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and wildlife.  The open grassy areas similarly need sympathetic management which will include 
regular mowing at the correct time of year to maintain their character.      
 
The Commons are extremely important for local people who appreciate their informality and value 
their naturalness.  Some areas are heavily used, others much less so.  On parts that are covered by 
a dense growth of trees and scrub, creating glades and clearings will allow visitors to enjoy more of 
the Commons.  Carefully planned additions to the network of paths and tracks, supported by 
leaflets and on-line information and possibly the revival of a nature trail, will give a range of circular 
routes to be used by walkers, horse riders and cyclists. Vehicles can impact on the Commons and 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ς off-road motorcycling and car parking concern local people and need 
to be addressed by measures that remove or localise the problem and involve the community in 
the approaches that are taken. Indeed the participation of local people in the future and 
management of these Commons is a vital element of this plan.  Provision of information and 
collection of opinions through one-to-one contact, meetings, boards, newsletters and web-based 
material as well as providing opportunities for people to become actively associated with the 
management of the Commons are essential for their long-term future.    
 
Successful long term management relies on a detailed knowledge of the Commons and how they 
are responding to that management so all important aspects of the Commons - from the health of 
the old trees to the pattern of use by visitors ς should be monitored and the plan revised 
accordingly.    
 
 

2.2 The Vision 
 

A 10 Year Vision for the Hartley Wintney Central Commons 
The Commons are a safe, welcoming and interesting environment for the use of villagers and 
visitors, with varied and protected habitats for wildlife and a continuity of the historic features 
which link it to the past. Local people contribute to its promotion and maintenance as a valued 
local amenity and resource. 
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3. Objectives and Prescriptions 
 

OBJECTIVE 1 Old trees 
 
Maintain the existing veteran trees and the existing historical pattern of Oak trees on the 
Commons. 
 
Rationale 
Long term continuity of old Oaks (and the few other 
venerable trees ς Beech and Hornbeam) on the Hartley 
Wintney Central Commons ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
cared for and that provision is made for others to replace 
them in the future.  They need to be given the best 
environment for continued growth and survival into greater 
age.  This means making the conditions in which they are 
growing ς above and below ground - as good as possible so 
effort must be made to reduce competition from nearby 
trees and address adverse soil conditions such as 
compaction.  Dead wood on the trees should be retained 
wherever possible - only if there are safety risks in leaving it 
should it be cut down - and all dead wood should be left on 
the ground under the tree on which it grew. 
 
 
 
 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƻƭŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ 
after over the decades and centuries to come.  If suitable naturally regenerated young trees exist, it 
may be possible to bring them on as replacements.  It is unlikely that conditions have been open 
enough in recent years for Oak to have regenerated on the parts of the Commons where veterans 
are now found, though there might be suitable Beech locally.  Furthermore, because of the dense 
growth, all younger trees are likely to be too tall and thin to make suitable veteran trees in the long 
term.  However, it is possible that some may be suitable if pollarded and competing growth is 
cleared around them as this will encourage them to develop a wide-branching form.  If no naturally 
grown replacements can be found, young trees grown from acorns from the veteran trees can be 
brought on in suitable glades, kept clear of scrub, between the old trees. For the ΨaƛƭŘƳŀȅΩ Oaks 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨaƛƭŘƳŀȅ acornǎΩ in order to perpetuate the 
stock. 
  
Underpinning all this is a need for thorough knowledge of the old trees on the Hartley Wintney 
Central Commons ς their locations and their individual characteristics (size, branching form, dead 
wood and the fauna that they support).  This needs to be recorded in a system that allows them to 
be monitored on a regular basis. The Mildmay Oaks have already been surveyed in detail and 
uniquely identified.  The same needs to be done with the old and veteran trees on the rest of the 
area.   
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Prescriptions 
 
Mildmay Oaks- 
 
1.1 Survey invertebrates associated with the trees 
  When resources allow, commission a survey of the invertebrate fauna of the old and 

veteran trees.   
1.2 Remedy soil compaction when it is adversely affecting the trees 
  Remove causes of compaction (e.g. inappropriate vehicle parking or access routes) and look 

into practical techniques to improve soil conditions around the root system of affected 
trees.   

1.3 Inspect trees on a regular basis 
  Annually carry out safety assessments on all trees, report on health and if necessary make 

recommendations for work to be carried out on or around them. Carry out a full structural 
survey every 10 years.     

1.4 wŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŀŘ ΨaƛƭŘƳŀȅ hŀƪǎΩ on Central Common 
When a tree dies, plant a young ǘǊŜŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨaƛƭŘƳŀȅΩ ŀŎƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
nearby. Mark/protect so that it is not damaged by grass cutting operations.   

1.5. Aim to retain an abundant supply of dead wood 
Remove dead wood on standing trees only if there are imperative safety reasons for doing 
so. Large pieces of dead wood on the ground should be left under the trees wherever 
possible or, failing that, removed to other suitable areas of the Commons. Make efforts to 
inform people of the value of dead wood and discourage its unauthorised removal.   
 
 

Other old and veteran trees- 
 

1.6 Survey, map and record 
 Select trees according to size, known or estimated age and amount of dead wood.    

Commission a survey of these trees and produce an inventory.  All trees need to be uniquely 
identified and mapped to create a database in order to allow information to be related to 
individual trees. This would be a good community project with local trees or groups being 
ΨŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΩ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

1.7 Survey invertebrates associated with old and veteran trees 
  When resources allow, commission a survey of the invertebrate fauna of the old and 

veteran trees.   
мΦу 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǘƻ ΨƘŀƭƻ-ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΩ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ veteran trees in dense woodland 
  To avoid harming old and veteran trees by abruptly changing their environment, 

progressively thin the surrounding growth of younger trees to achieve after 10 years a large 
enough area clear of trees to allow unhindered development of the old tree. Thereafter, 
maintain the area free of re-growth by clearing at least every 2 years. 

1.9 Remedy soil compaction when it is adversely affecting old and veteran trees 
  Remove causes of compaction (e.g. inappropriate vehicle parking or access routes) and look 

into practical techniques to improve soil conditions around the root system of affected 
trees.   

1.10 Inspect old and veteran trees on a regular basis 
  Every two years monitor all trees, report on health and if necessary make recommendations 

for work to be carried out on or around them.   
1.11 Select naturally regenerated trees as long term replacements for veteran trees 
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If suitable trees can be found, remove competing trees from their vicinity and pollard if 
necessary. 

1.12 /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ΨƴǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ  
Clear a few areas within woodland and plant acorns collected from nearby veteran oaks for 
subsequent selection of a single tree.   

1.13 Aim to retain an ample supply of dead wood 
Leave all dead wood on the ground under the tree on which it grew, and remove standing 
dead wood only if there are imperative safety reasons for doing so. Make efforts to inform 
people of the value of dead wood and discourage its unauthorised removal.   

 
 

OBJECTIVE 2 Woodland 
 
Achieve an acceptable balance of native woodland species and habitats 

 
Rationale 
In the 19th and 20th centuries, as grazing diminished and consequently ceased to keep the 
Commons open, they began to develop increasing tree cover so that now an estimated 70% is 
dense secondary woodland, the remaining area being paths, tracks and the regularly mown areas 
on Central Common, Cricketers Green and Causeway Green.  The woodland that has regenerated is 
a mix of native and introduced species some of which (e.g. Sycamore, Norway Maple and White 
Poplar) are highly competitive and, if unchecked, will increase to the detriment of the native trees 
and the wildlife which depends on them. This plan includes measures for their control.  Conversely, 
an interesting and special feature of the woodlands is its Hornbeam that, like Beech is represented 
by some fine individuals.  If not native to this site, both trees are native of southern England; they 
support a good range of wildlife and should be maintained as important elements in the woodland.  
In some places, tipping of garden refuse has resulted in the establishment of non-native shrubs and 
herbs.  These too should be removed.   
 
The woodland is generally dense and lacking 
variety in its structure; it is also where the oldest 
veteran Oaks are found, the management of 
which has been outlined above (Objective 1).  
Objective 2 covers the general management of 
the woodland including the trees, the understory 
of shrubs, young trees and the ground layer.  For 
wildlife as well as the enjoyment of the visitor, 
there is a great need to bring diversity into this 
woodland by creating clearings and managing the 
understory by periodic cutting.  Such work is fully 
compatible with Objective 1.   
   
Prescriptions   
2.1 Maintain the mix of native or long established trees and remove Norway Maple and reduce 

Sycamore where it threatens to dominate 
Cut and treat stumps with a suitable herbicide to prevent them re-growing.   

2.2   Remove all introduced garden and other alien species 
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Identify stands of introduced plants; dig up and remove from site.  Check regularly that the 
commons are free of such plants. 

2.3   Carry out an assessment and create and maintain open areas within woodland  
Define selected areas that can be cleared ς glades in dense woodland, clearances along the 
edges of paths and tracks and along drains - and remove all trees and understory within 
them. Parts ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ΨƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ 
trees (See prescription 1.7).  Maintain areas open by cutting all woody regeneration at least 
biennially.   

2.4   Promote diversity in height and density of the understory by periodic cutting 
Cut Holly, Hazel and Bramble on rotations ς roughly aiming for the period between cuts of 
15, 10 and 5 years respectively.  

2.5   Investigate uses for material resulting from woodland management  
Productive use of cut material, albeit on a small scale, could strengthen ties between the 
community and its Commons.  Local demand for firewood, wood chips, charcoal and larger 
timber might give outlets for material that is surplus to that needed for deadwood habitat.   

  
 

OBJECTIVE 3 Other habitats 
 

Maintain the areas of grassland and promote other habitats and species of interest on the 
Commons 
 
Rationale 

Though the ancient trees and their associated woodland are 
the most important feature of the Commons, both for their 
reflection of cultural history and their wildlife, there are other 
habitats of value and these need active management to 
maintain them and enhance their wildlife interest.  The damp 
grasslands and the dry, sandy patches and grass-heath, 
though small in area, add diversity to the landscape and also 
contribute quite different conditions that support different 
plants and animals. Both are also scarce habitats, so 
enhancing even small areas is worthwhile. These open 
habitats would change quickly if the traditional management 
of mowing (or historically grazing) ceases, and the dependent 
wildlife would also decline. It is possible that times of mowing 
on other parts of the Commons could be changed to allow a 
better show of wildflowers.  Mowing regimes will be subject 
to review but the starting point will be the range of 
treatments summarised in Figure 2 (p28).    

 
Ponds too change quite quickly and need frequent sensitive 
management to keep them at their best for wetland plants and 
animals.  A few species can be assisted by the provision of 
artificial nesting or roosting sites, to supplement their naturally 
occurring opportunities.  The provision of bird boxes for suitable 
species, and boxes (and possibly a WWII pillbox!) for bats to 
roost in, can quite simply enhance the fortunes of these species 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
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Prescriptions  
3.1  Maintain area of species-rich damp grassland on Central Common 

 Cut twice annually ς late May/early June and September and remove cuttings.   
3.2  Maintain the areas of dry grassland and open sandy ground on Central Common 

Cut regularly throughout the summer.  Use hand tools to create more bare sandy ground if 
the area shows signs of diminishing.  

3.3  Maintain the other areas of grassland on the Commons 
Mowing regimes will be re-assessed with a view to improving the Commons for wildflowers.  

3.4  Maintain bird box and bat box schemes  
Make sure there is provision of boxes where there are insufficient natural sites.    

3.5  Maintain ponds  
Clear ponds of vegetation and silt on a periodic basis at the end of the summer, leaving 
some areas untreated to help recolonisation. 

3.6  Explore value of the ²²LL ΨpillōƻȄΩ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘǎ 
Though significant in the cultural history of the area, the ΨǇƛƭƭ ōƻȄΩ to the west of the A30 at 
Phoenix Green is currently uncared for and partly covered with garden refuse.  Its 
conservation might be combined with bat conservation if its entrance can be secured.   

   
 

OBJECTIVE 4 Invasive plants  
 
Establish a programme to control alien aquatic and other plants  
 

Rationale 
Many of the worst problems of invasive plants damaging valued habitats come from those species 
that have been introduced. They tend to have few if any natural controls and also support far fewer 
dependent wildlife species. Some are especially difficult or expensive to control, such as Japanese 
Knotweed (which, with a number of other species it is against the law to introduce into the wild), 
so should be prevented as swiftly as possible from establishing or spreading.  
 
Several introduced pondweeds are also 
highly invasive, capable of choking ponds 
and water bodies and crowding out most 
of the native wildlife. They have spread 
from garden ponds through people 
clearing out the weed and can also be 
spread by birds. There have also been 
introductions to Commons from people 
moving species such as fish or 
amphibians. Early action to remove any 
invasive plants would be wise since the 
problem is likely to become more 
difficult, and more expensive, the longer 
such alien plants are allowed to 
consolidate. 
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Prescriptions  
4.1  Survey for and remove invasive alien plant species  

Survey the Commons for invasive alien plant species ς land plants and those such as 
tŀǊǊƻǘΩǎ Ceather which can take over ponds - and eliminate any found. 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 5 Access 
 
Maintain an adequate network of paths and tracks  
 
Rationale 
There are statutory footpaths but no statutory bridleways on the Commons (See Map 2).  
Additionally, under Section 193 of the Law of Property Act 1925, the public has rights of air and 
exercise on these Commons. Following a decision by Mr Justice Sullivan on a case brought by Mr 
Robert Billson in 1998 regarding access on Ranmore Common, Surrey, it is understood that where 
Section 193 of this Act applies to a Common, it also confers rights of access to horse riders. Both 
walkers and horse riders therefore have a legal right to access all parts of the Commons for air and 
exercise so long as the deed granting such rights remains.   Parts of the Commons are well used by 
the public; other parts are hardly ever visited.   
 
There seems to be quite a high level of satisfaction with the path network and its upkeep among 
those currently using the Commons (see Appendix 1) but it is clear that there are opportunities to 
improve access for visitors without damaging what the majority seem to appreciate most about the 
Commons, their informal natural character.    

 
Prescriptions   
5.1 Establish regular contact with walking and riding groups representing the interests of those 
using the Commons 

Involve them in future plans for the maintenance of access onto the Commons and in 
resolving any potential difficulties between user groups.  

5.2 Maintain paths and bridges  
Where there are wet areas that result from poor drainage, carry out improvements; use 
hoggin or similar materials for hard wearing but informal path surfacing.    
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5.3   Cut back vegetation from paths  
Clear vegetation from selected lengths of path to help promote drying of wet areas, give 
wider views and a safer environment for users.  Check all paths at least annually for 
overhanging vegetation.   

5.4   Revise path network   
Consult on, and draw up a plan to create circular routes using existing paths wherever 
possible.   

 
 

OBJECTIVE 6 Vehicles 
 
Ensure that vehicle use and parking is to the benefit of local people without adversely affecting 
the Commons  
 
Rationale 
Motor cycling on the Commons is an intermittent illegal activity that can cause damage as well as 
annoyance.  It is best countered by encouraging those who observe it to report it to the police.  A 
more common concern however is expansion of car parking onto the Common, a consequence of 
which is sometimes further damage by service vehicles such as dustcarts forced to avoid parked 
cars.  At certain times ς the beginning and ends of the school day and church services for instance ς 
the problem is particularly acute and, with an extension at St WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
this has led to a proposal for the creation of an additional parking area on the adjacent Common.  
Hart District Council has not reacted negatively to this suggestion but considers it needs to be 
placed in the context of parking on the Commons as a whole and is therefore proposing a detailed 
review of parking on the Commons before making a decision. Should there be general local support 
for this; consent would need to be obtained by application to the Planning Inspectorate under 
Section 38 of the Commons Act 2006.           

 
The Commons are regularly served with informal gravel track ways, leading to various residential 
and business buildings. The land that the roads cross remains in the ownership of the local 
authority.  To use these tracks a legal easement is required for the individual properties and once 
gained is retained with the property and not the individual.  However, there are very few official 


