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1.1 Site details 
 
  Notes 

Location Hartley Wintney Central 
Commons 
 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƻƴΣ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
Green, Causeway Green in the 
north and to the south, the 
Phoenix Green Commons and 
the area to the west of the 
A30 known as Nature Trail 
Common (See Map 1). 

County Hampshire  

District Hart  

Local Planning Authority Hart District Council  

Parish Council Hartley Wintney Parish Council  

Parliamentary Constituency North East Hampshire  

National Grid Reference SU 762567  

Total area of site 33.22 hectares  

Freehold 33.22 hectares  

Leasehold -  

Legal rights of access Details held by HDC  

Other agreements Details held by HDC  

Designations etc Common Land subject to a deed 
of access under the Law of 
Property Act 1925; Common 
Land Unit: CL 32  

See Map 3 

Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) 

Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC).   

The whole area is included and 
denotes that it is of county 
importance for its nature 
conservation interest. See 
Map 5.   

Archaeology/history WWII pillbox with brick 
shuttering and bricked up 
doorway SU758558 

 

Cultural features /ǊƛŎƪŜǘŜǊΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎite of 
the second oldest cricket pitch 
in England ς established 1776. 

 

Previous plans and reports  Hampshire Wildlife Trust 1992: 
Ecological Reports and 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
DŀǾƛŘ DƻǊǎƪȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ 
Common and Phoenix Green 
Common.   

Used in the preparation of this 
plan. 

 Hampshire Wildlife Trust 1995: 
Hartley Wintney Central 
Commons and West Green 
Ecological Survey and Report.  
(ME Flatt BSc, MSc) 

Used in the preparation of this 
plan. 
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1.2 Physical Features 

 
Geology    Bagshot Formation Sands ς fine to medium grained yellow-brown sands with thin silt 
and clay lamellae and flint pebbles below - laid down in the mid Eocene period about 40 million 
years ago. 
 
Geomorphology   Part of a plateau at approximately 75 metres (200 feet above sea level) between 
the Rivers Hart and Whitewater. 
 
Soils   Mostly poorly drained but not waterlogged acid clay/sand loams with stones. 
 
Hydrology & Hydrochemistry   All the water courses are quite minor and some lack water in dry 
periods.  The largest drain, flows from Dilly Lane across the commons in a generally northerly 
direction, underneath the A30, to the north of Nature Trail Common at West Green Road. A few 
minor drains feed into this.  Small ponds are found in a number of locations. It is assumed the 
water is base-poor with a pH below neutral.   
 
Climate The climate is typical of south-central/south-east England.  Nearest available average Met 
Office records are for London which has an average annual rainfall of 593mm, average minimum 

January temperature 2°C and average maximum July temperature 22°C.   
 
 

1.3 Biological Features 
 

Old trees  
The old oak trees are the most significant ecological 
feature of the commons.  They are also an 
important part of in the cultural history of Hartley 
Wintney and its unique present day character.   
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǿƻƻŘ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ς 
they provided local people with grazing for 
domestic livestock and a regular harvest of 
branches from the trees which grew at a low 
density with plenty of open space between them.  
Regular cutting of trees high enough to prevent 
grazing animals from eating the young shoots was 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǇƻƭƭŀǊŘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǘƭŜȅ ²ƛƴǘƴŜȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ƻŀƪ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǇƻƭƭŀǊŘǎΩ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴany wide 
spreading branches arising from the point at the top of the trunk where they were cut in the past.  
These very old trees can now be found scattered within dense woodland on Phoenix Green and 
Nature Trail Commons, surrounded by many younger trees which have grown up since the 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀȊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΩ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƭŘ ƻŀƪ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
are younger trees, dating from the early 19th Century when Lady St John Mildmay responded to a 
national appeal for the planting of trees for future naval ships by having oaks planted in lines on 
Central Common and Hunts Common.  It is these oaks, planted close to the heart of the village, that 
make a particular impact on anyone visiting Hartley Wintney for the first time.   




















































